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DENVER BRONCOS vs. SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 
Sports Authority Field at Mile High ● Sunday, Jan. 3, 2016 

 
BRONCOS HEAD COACH GARY KUBIAK 
 
Opening Statement 
“I don’t have my injury card. I think the two guys that we’re concerned about are [OLB] DeMarcus [Ware] and [S Darian] Stewart. 
That’s the two guys. Those are our concerns coming out of the game.”  
 
On switching from QB Brock Osweiler to QB Peyton Manning in the third quarter 
“Sometimes you just—the feel is that the team is looking around for that guy or that tremendous leadership type of stuff. That’s 
what I felt. I know Peyton—the last couple weeks have been real good weeks. I knew he was ready to go. I don’t think Brock did 
anything wrong. I mean, yeah, we had some turnovers, but a couple of them definitely he had nothing to do with. We could have 
helped him a lot. Just my gut told me to turn it over to him and let him lead the football team. Just very proud of him. He’s 
worked really hard to stay there for us and it couldn’t have been a bigger day to be there for us. Just a gut feeling.” 
 
On how he will handle the quarterbacks moving forward 
“Yeah, I’ve been hit on that twice already. We’re going to enjoy winning tonight. I’m going to give the guys a break here and we 
hopefully need to get some guys fresh. We’re going to get back to work on Thursday morning. I’ll sit down with both those guys. 
The great thing about it is it’s taken everybody on our team to get to this point—everybody—and it’s going to take everybody we 
have the rest of the way. We’ll sit down and we’ll make a decision of what’s best for the football team. We’ll be counting on 
everybody to continue to do their part.” 
 
On how much he talked to Manning in the week leading up to the game  
“I would say that our conversation has been steady through this whole ordeal, through the injury, but his conversation back to 
me over the course of the last two weeks—I could feel where he was at. He was ready to go. I was concerned two weeks ago 
when he couldn’t make it through the whole week and we took a little step back, but then he had a great week on his own, he 
had a great week with the team this week. I would think it’s more the feedback I was getting from him leading into this moment, 
knowing that he had made a lot of progress and was ready to roll.” 
 
On T Tyler Polumbus replacing T Michael Schofield in the third quarter  
“Yeah, we struggled up front. We had 500 yards of offense. It’s hard to say you struggled up front, but for some reason, we got 
to a situation there late in the second quarter and we really had a hard time with them, so we took Michael out. It goes back to 
like I said, we’ve played everybody this year. Tyler went in. I turned to [Offensive Line Coach] Clancy [Barone], I said, ‘You okay?’ 
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He said, ‘Yeah, give him a chance,’ and he went in and played well. It’s just another example of us—we’ve got some young guys 
up front.” 
 
On the line blocking better when Manning went in the game 
“Well, Peyton got rid of that ball pretty quick, too. He took some shots. We had a couple plays set up that could have ended the 
game—a post to [WR] Emmanuel [Sanders] and if we have time to make the throws. I’ve got to go back and look at the film. I 
think we could have protected better, but when you move the ball like we did, somebody is doing something right.” 
 
On seeing Manning work at practice this week  
“Was I concerned about him? A couple of weeks ago, I wasn’t yet comfortable. Was I comfortable going into this week? Yes, I 
was because I watched the work last week. I’ve watched the attention and where he was at mentally and physically this week. I 
would say no, [I was not concerned]. I had a great conversation with [Executive Vice President of Football Operations/GM] John 
[Elway] even, and I told John, ‘I know he’s getting himself ready. I can feel a difference.’ So yes, I felt a difference.” 
 
On if he had concern about bringing Manning off the bench midgame 
“No, just because my gut with him throughout up to this point this week—no, I felt very comfortable with him. For him to step 
up and say, ‘Okay, I’m back. I’m ready to go. I’m with the football team. I will be available,’ that’s sending a tremendous message, 
not to just me, but to our whole team.” 
 
On if the Patriots’ loss impacted the team’s focus 
“I felt really good about our team. We struggled Thursday in practice. I think we were really tired coming out of the game last 
week, but we bounced back Friday, had a really good day. They knew what had taken place. We couldn’t have been more 
explosive as a team to start the game. It just goes to show in this league, if you turn the ball over, everybody sticks around. We 
kept battling and found a way to get it done.” 
 
On Manning playing through off-field adversity 
“He’s the ultimate professional. It’s been a little weird here for me, too. I’m going to tell you that. What he went through 
physically, which was tough on him because he wasn’t himself, there are hard times through that, but mentally he stayed there 
for his team. A young kid, Brock, kept this team in position. There are so many people involved with us being in the spot that 
we’re in today. For him to be there, ultimately, today for this football team in the second half and find a way to get us over the 
hump says everything about the man’s character, about what he is, what he stood for and what he continues to stand for.” 
 
On if he is concerned about uncertainty at quarterback 
“I don’t think that we’ve had uncertainty. I disagree with that. I think that we went through some tough times. Peyton went 
through some physical times and we had to turn to a young kid who, as he played, continued to play better. All of the sudden, 
we’ve reached a big point in this season where we needed a boost and here we are. I just think that we continue to find a way, 
or trying to find a way as an organization and a football team to be successful. I don’t know what it’s going to take, two weeks 
from now or three weeks from now, but we have to go find a way again. I’m just proud of the fact that everybody has had a hand 
in it.” 
 
On having the No. 1 seed in the AFC 
“First off, I think it’s a great [thing]. For where we were a few weeks ago to get to this point today, but it gets down to how you 
play in this league. It doesn’t matter where you’re playing right now, it’s how you play. We know that we can play a lot better as 
a team than we played today. It sure will be nice to line up in front of our great fans. We’re looking forward to that and we 
worked hard for that.” 
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On the play of S Shiloh Keo 
“It’s amazing. I had him as a young player. He was out of football. It didn’t look good. We’ve had some issues on the back end, 
we lost Stew [Stewart] today, and this kid keeps battling. I’m just proud of him. He’s a great example of if you think you can play 
hang in there and keep battling and there’s always an opportunity. He took advantage of his today.” 
 

BRONCOS WIDE RECEIVER DEMARYIUS THOMAS 
                                                                                                                                                                                      
On how the quarterback switch changed the momentum of the game 
“I really don’t know. We mainly took care of the ball and [QB] Peyton [Manning] came in throwing it the way that he does it, 
getting the defense to jump offside, to make the field position shorter. They thought we were going a certain way and we were 
going the opposite way, so that kind-of helped as well. We basically set it up that they thought we were going one way but were 
actually going another way. It helped our whole offense.” 
 
On if the Chargers defense may have been intimated by the quarterback switch 
“I could see that they were trying to change it up, they were trying to play a little more zone. Of course they probably didn’t 
expect Peyton [Manning] to play and probably thought Brock [Osweiler] was going to play the whole time. When they saw him 
come in, they probably thought they had to change up some things.” 
 
On if after five turnovers Manning’s entering the game provided a spark 
“He told us to go out and put some points on the board and that’s what we did. He told everyone to calm down. He came in and 
was the leader that he is. Everybody did their job, we didn’t turn the ball over, we didn’t get many penalties and the main thing 
was going down, calming down, going down and putting some points on the board. I think our first three drives we put 13 points 
on the board.” 
 
On one of Manning’s pass 17-yards passes being a perfect throw 
“I knew he still had it. It was a matter of giving him an opportunity to get healthy. He looked good and when I came out of the 
break the ball was dead on that’s what we look for.” 
 
On his thought on having homefield advantage 
“I think it’s the best thing ever. Last time we had homefield advantage we went to the Super Bowl. We didn’t win but it’s one of 
the best things ever. Especially with our fans, it’s hard to come in here and win.” 
 
On his thoughts about the crowd today 
“They were awesome. They got loud when the defense was on the field and got quiet what the offense was on the field.” 
 
On how he thought the momentum of the game would go after his 72-yard touchdown 
“I thought we were going to put up a lot of points after that play, the cornerback could’ve made a tackle but really didn’t. I went 
down to score. I went down and made a big play. We could’ve scored again but had a turnover so I thought it was going to be 28-
3 at halftime. It could’ve been that way but we fought through it and got the win.” 
 
On knowing the Patriots had lost going into the game 
“I don’t think it was more pressure. I think the main thing was going out and doing our job. We knew we were going to be in the 
playoffs, we just needed to know what position we were going to be in. We knew we had to go out, do our job and get the win.” 
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On the mood in the huddle when Manning came in the game 
“Everyone was focused after five turnovers to get down the field, try and catch the ball and hold on to it. Everyone in the huddle 
was paying attention and wanted to go out and do their job.” 
 
On what it means to potentially have Manning back for the playoffs 
“I think it’s good all-around with Peyton or whoever it is. The way he goes about being a leader, he’s been doing this for a long 
time and he’s one of the best to do it. I’m sure the offense is happy about going out and making plays and making sure we put 
points on the board. I’m sure our defense is going to continue to do a great job” 
 

BRONCOS RUNNING BACK C.J. ANDERSON 
 
On the team’s chances to win the playoffs 
“I feel great about our chances. We have a great football team. It’s a really good football team. We’re just going to continue to 
keep grinding, keep working and do what we have to do.” 
 
On what QB Peyton Manning brought to game 
“Obviously, energy. Energy from the fans. We just executed and he executed. It’s like we didn’t execute with [QB] Brock 
[Osweiler]. I had a fumble, that’s terrible. That’s two [games] in a row. I have to fix that. I don’t know what’s going on with me, 
but I’ll get that done. They had some picks, some tipped picks. Brock didn’t throw it into coverage. Brock wasn’t the reason we 
were put in a bad position. It was on us. [Head Coach Gary] Kub [Kubiak] made the change and, like we said before, it doesn’t 
matter who lines up under center. We just want to win.” 
 
On if he made a change after the fumble 
“I was pissed. I was just mad. You might see a difference, but I was just mad. I thought that I ran hard all game, but when that 
happens—just like in Cincinnati last week—I was just pissed off and mad at myself.” 
 
On handling quarterback situation 
“We’ve handled it all season. We handled it the last eight weeks, six weeks of the season when Peyton was hurt. I think we’re 
going to handle it pretty well. How do you all handle it, that’s the real question.” 
 

BRONCOS TIGHT END VIRGIL GREEN 
 
On Broncos QB Peyton Manning 
“I’m never too much surprised about anything. Decisions are always made and we’ve got to roll with them like nothing ever 
happened. That’s what we did tonight. He was real focused. I think he did a great job.” 
 
On if Manning enhanced the Broncos’ tempo 
“A lot of us have run that up-tempo offense that we ran in the second half, so we know what’s expected. We know who is going 
to be open and when they’re going to be open, so we’re really comfortable with running anything.” 
 
On the Broncos’ QB situation moving forward 
“You know, I have no clue. We’ll come back next week and see what the coaches want to do. Like I said earlier last week, we 
always stand behind the coaches’ decisions and we’re a team that stands by each other.” 
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On clinching home field advantage throughout the playoffs 
“It always feels great, but we’ve got to put in the work each week, go out there, win these next three games and get many 
victories.” 
 
On how challenging every game in the NFL is 
“They’re all going to be tough. They’re all going to be dogfights. It’s playoff time. The tempo is much faster. Guys are really out 
there playing for their lives, really.” 
 

BRONCOS RUNNING BACK RONNIE HILLMAN 
 
On if he knew Peyton Manning was going to come in 
“No, I didn’t know it was going to happen, I went into the game following the game plan and Brock [Osweiler] was the 
quarterback, so him coming in was a surprise just like to everybody else. He came in and did a good job.” 
 
On if Peyton Manning energized the huddle 
“That’s hard to say, especially when you have four turnovers going in to score, but he came in and we scored and we drove down 
the field and did some good things. I felt like he definitely put us in a good position, but it’s hard to say that he energized us, it’s 
just more of we started to execute.” 
 
On if the offense got more confidence with Peyton Manning  
“We were driving the ball on them, we probably had like 300 yards of total offense in the first half, it was just about finishing. 
The confidence was there it was just more of juts holding on to the ball.” 
 
On if he thinks Peyton Manning will be the quarterback in the playoffs   
“I am a player. I am not a coach nor am I in the office, so that’s for them to decide and for you all to guess.” 
 
On having home-field advantage throughout the playoffs 
“That’s great. That’s what we’ve been playing for all year and it was just a blessing that it worked out that way.” 
 
On what the off week will mean   
“We get some guys back healthy. Getting those going again and juts being a whole team and trying to get those guys that missed 
some snaps or missed a couple weeks, and getting them back and getting them healthy.” 
 
On his touchdown 
“It was just a call that I just so happened to hit and it was a perfect call for what they were doing. They shifted the line to the left 
and we ran right, and we scored. It felt good to know that we went up, now we had to rely on the defense and they did their 
thing obviously like they do week in and week out, and we came up with the win.” 
 
On two home victories away from the Super Bowl   
“Like I said, we have to take it one step at a time and focus what’s in front of us. Right now it’s the bye week and then after the 
bye week and after the wild card, we’re going to see what’s in front of us and take it from there.” 
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BRONCOS SAFETY SHILOH KEO 
 
On what it’s like to be a part of this team 
“I come in here and join the No. 1 defense in the leage, what an opportunity and just to see how these guys work on and off the 
field. There’s just a level of expectation that it doesn’t matter who is out there, they are expecting you to do your job first and 
then come down with big plays when the opportunities present themselves. I got an opportunity, so I’m just thankful for that.” 
 
On having home-field advantage in the playoffs 
“It feels amazing. We all knew in the back of our minds what we were playing for. We had some help with the Dolphins, but we 
just came out here and did our jobs, we did our part and now we have to take it to the next game.” 
 
On emotions of the game 
“We definitely felt like we left a lot of plays out there, but [Head Coach Gary] Kubiak was saying all week that this is one of the 
greatest teams he’s been a part of. When one team is slacking, the other side picks up. Offense was struggling a little bit, but 
defense we had a couple of plays out there that we struggled with and everyone did their part when we needed it. That’s why 
we came out here with a victory.” 
 
On having a bye week in the playoffs helping the team with injuries 
“It’s going to do miracles for our defense. We have a lot of veteran guys, a lot of starters, who are playing on injuries, so this 
extra week will give them the opportunity to get their bodies back to 100 percent and give us the best shot at going all the way.” 
 
On giving up a touchdown, but then recording an interception 
“It definitely feels good when you can bounce back and make a big time play that changes the outcome of the game. But it’s just 
doing my job. I need to go back, there was another play that I gave up back there and I need to go back and fix and get ready 
because I don’t know when my next opportunity is going to be and I have to be ready for that. I need to gain the trust of the 
coaches and my teammates to earn that position out there on the field. It’s just another play and I need to take it to the next 
game.” 
 

BRONCOS QUARTERBACK PEYTON MANNING 
 
On being the backup quarterback this week 
“You never quite know what to expect. It’s been a different year certainly, but yeah it was a different week, different approach. 
You try to get ready to play. You don’t get as many reps during practice as I shared out there. I understand how [former Colts 
QBs] Jim Sorgi, Brock Huard, Curtis Painter and [Broncos QB] Brock [Osweiler] the last three years have felt. You don’t get many 
reps—at least when I’ve been the starter you haven’t. I got a good taste of that this week. You study and prepare and you kind of 
go through the calls. It’s been such a crazy year. A strange first half, tipped balls—I’ve been there. I’ve been there. Tipped balls 
and you kind of say, ‘I’m not sure what I could do better,’ and then you’re fumbling. Obviously it was an important game and 
you’re playing a team who has nothing to lose. I’ve played in a lot of games like that. Those are scary games. Sometimes you’d 
rather play somebody that has more on the line. [Head] Coach [Gary] Kubiak said, ‘If we need you, can we put you in there?’ I 
said, ‘Yeah, I haven’t played in six weeks but I think I can go in there and do something.’ I think when I was in there, we ran the 
ball better. We held onto the ball, caught the ball better. That’s just kind of how it worked out.”  
 
On if he felt like he energized his teammates 
“I don’t know. I mean it seems like that’s how it always works. I mean these fans were great. They were cheering loud, but I’m 
pretty sure everybody was in their same seats when they were booing my butt off against Kansas City back about six weeks ago. I 
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understand how this works. Yeah, the defense was playing well and we had some bad breaks and were kind of letting them hang 
around a little bit. That was the biggest difference is just we held onto the ball better, eliminated the penalties and mistakes and 
that allowed us to get some points.” 
 
On if he feels like he is the starting quarterback 
“I don’t know. Look, we’ve got two weeks before we play again. I’ve got to see how I feel tomorrow, see how my foot feels. I got 
a good welcome back to on-the-field football by somebody hitting me hard and left a little message as he was getting up. He kind 
of used me to help him get up. My chest—he got me right in the chest. I’ve got to see how I feel tomorrow. I’m glad we won the 
division. I’m glad we won this game today. That would have been pretty sickening [to lose]. It’s been a different year. I was glad 
to be able to contribute in some way today.” 
 
On how his foot felt after the game 
“It held up okay. I didn’t have to move a ton. I tried to throw the ball on time. Of course, we ran the ball a decent amount. I’ve 
been patient, I’ve worked hard in that rehab. It’s been a frustrating injury. You get better a little bit and then you start practicing 
and then it’s not feeling well, but I’ve really pushed it hard the past couple of weeks and it’s held up. I would certainly anticipate 
it feeling good tomorrow.” 
 
On if he was ever concerned that he would not return from his foot injury 
“Sure. Obviously, I think it just affects guys differently. I mean [New Orleans Saints QB Drew] Brees had it and went out and 
threw for 400 yards the other day. It just wasn’t quite as kind to me—just sort of hung around, hung with me. It’s kind of 
affected the way I felt and the way I was stepping. I really have been pushing it in the rehab. I joke about kind of throwing in that 
indoor kind of in my little quarantine workout with [WR] Jordan Taylor and [Director of Sports Turf & Grounds] Brooks [Dodson] 
the field guy and [Operations Coordinator] Josh [Bruning] the operations guy, but I have been pushing it and trying to kind of see 
if it was going to hold up. Did that two weeks ago then it held up during practice this week, and so I was encouraged by that.” 
 
On playing after being out for six weeks 
“I’ve just never been through anything like that before. I’ve never. Four years ago, I missed an entire season and thought, at one 
point, that I might get back out there and play in the month of December and the doctors said to shut that idea down. I was kind 
of out that whole year. This has been different because I’ve never missed one game and then played the next week or missed 
two games. I’ve played every single game that I’ve been in football except for four years ago. I don’t really know what can 
prepare you for something like this. It felt like I hadn’t played in a little bit and get out there, but it’s kind of like I say in the 
preseason, you kind of want to have a throw versus press coverage. You kind of want to be relaxed. That happened for sure. I got 
hit hard. You like to have some of those things happen to kind of get you back in the feel of things.” 
 
On the momentum changing after he entered the game 
“I don’t know. I don’t know if I can—sometimes those things are so easy to say after the fact because [RB] Ronnie [Hillman] made 
a good run and [RB] C.J. [Anderson] made a couple of good runs. I’m not sure that had much to do with me being in there. I think 
just that the execution was better in the second half. Up front, they gave some bigger holes to run the ball. I can’t say—I can’t 
take credit for having a really good handoff. Like I’m helping those guys hold onto the ball. I refuse to do that.” 
 
On if he said anything to Osweiler during the offensive struggles in the first half 
“Yeah, I don’t really think that Brock was having any troubles. I thought that Brock was making good throws and then the ball 
tips up or you get hit, but nobody wants to hear about that. I think the interception has a story. Nobody wants to hear it. Like I 
said, I sort of anticipated this kind of game. I’d almost rather play someone that has more on the line like last week. They played 
a little more honest and maybe not quite as freed-up. We knew that San Diego was going to pull up over there with [Charger 
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Head Coach] Mike McCoy and [Chargers Defensive Coordinator John] Pagano. They have guys that have been around for a long 
time. They have guys with a lot of pride. They really played hard and played well. It was just a matter of kind of hanging around. I 
tried to throw an idea to Brock, or a thought, but I thought he was seeing things well. I thought he was playing well. We just had 
some really bad breaks.” 
 
On winning to secure a fifth-straight division title 
“I think the fact that we won this, that we kind of persevered through some things and we were coming off a great win last week 
against a good team, I think that the best thing that this team has done was kind of take it one week at a time. We haven’t really 
looked past and we haven’t looked back, either. We’ll enjoy this one tonight and then the bye week will come and give the guys 
a chance to get healthy. I think that’s important.” 
 
On if New England’s loss put any extra pressure on the team 
“You’d probably have to poll everybody around. I think guys were motivated to win this game no matter what. A lot of players on 
this team have a lot of pride and wanted to win this game because it was at home against a division team and had a chance to 
seal the division.” 
 
On the success with him in the second half 
“I don’t know. I can’t make it any bigger than some people may make it. I think it was just kind of a tale of two halves, in 
simplistic terms. We turned it over four or five times in the first half. There were some tipped balls and bad breaks. In the second 
half, after the first series, that didn’t happen. I think just the execution and maybe the football Gods smiled upon us a little more 
in the second half than the first half.” 
 

BRONCOS OUTSIDE LINEBACKER VON MILLER 
 
On winning the game despite the offense having five turnovers 
“Yeah, I mean I wasn’t even paying attention to that. I was just, whenever they said, ‘Okay, defense is up,’ I was running out 
there. I try not to worry about the offensive side, you know? Just control what I can control.”  
 
On what it was like to see QB Peyton Manning enter the game in the third quarter 
“It was great. Peyton—he’s been working hard to get back. He’s been rehabbing trying to get back. It’s great. Whenever a guy 
overcomes injury like that to get back, it’s great.” 
 
On the importance of securing the AFC No. 1 seed 
“It’s great. It’s a huge opportunity. It is the shortest path there. We’ve got to pick up our game and keep grinding. I’m pretty 
proud of my guys and pretty confident in them, as well.” 
 
On the storyline of the season being the defense coming through with big plays 
“It was great. [S] Shiloh [Keo] came up big. I’m just happy for my guys. It’s another great win for us. I’m excited for my guys. 
We’re going to enjoy this bye week and come back ready to go [against] whoever we play.” 
 
On if Keo’s interception is a tribute to the depth on defense 
“Yeah, I mean I just feel great for Shiloh. It was a huge play right when we needed it. It was a great team win. I think that’s one of 
our qualities. We have a pretty good team. It isn’t about individuals or this or this group. We’ve just got a solid team. When 
you’ve got a solid team, it’s easier to go out there and play and not really just look at the scoreboard.” 
 



©2015 Denver Broncos Football Club. All rights reserved. The individual quotes cited in this document may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other 
fair uses as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act. Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a 
fair use as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

On where this AFC West Division Championship ranks for him among the five he has been a part of 
“Let’s keep going. Let’s keep going. We’ve got three games? Let’s knock these games out. Let’s put all the energy and effort into 
these coming up weeks. That’s what it’s about. We’ve worked hard to get to this point where we’re at, and we’ve just got to 
finish now.” 
 

BRONCOS WIDE RECEIVER JORDAN NORWOOD 
 
On the team’s perseverance 
“That’s what you’ve got to do. We’ve done that a few times this season and it came down to doing it again.” 
 
On getting the bye week in the playoffs 
“It’s great. We’ve got guys banged up. I know I’m going to enjoy some rest and time with my family, so it’s good.” 
 
On the Broncos’ offense in the first half 
“It’s tough. It was definitely wacky. Plays just didn’t go our way. The ball didn’t bounce our way a few times. So you know you’ve 
got to just keep playing. That’s all you can do is keep playing.” 
 
On clinching the No. 1 seed in the AFC playoffs 
“It feels awesome. For me personally, it’s a first, so I’m just excited.” 
 
On Broncos QB Peyton Manning 
“Peyton is one of the best of all time. There’s nothing much to say. That’s what he does. That’s what you expect. We knew he 
was coming in.” 
 

BRONCOS QUARTERBACK BROCK OSWEILER 
                                                                                                                                                                                      
On the range of emotions he felt 
“The emotions were high and low, and as a player you always try to keep them right in the middle. Unfortunately, we weren’t 
putting up points on the board early in the first half. We were moving the ball, we just weren’t getting it in the end zone so it was 
tough on the emotions. To come out in the second half and as a team get a huge home win and win the AFC West, that’s what it 
is all about. When we show up for training camp, when we show up for spring ball that’s our number one goal: win the division, 
get to the playoffs. For us to do that today, I couldn’t be any happier. [I’m] so happy to be a part of this team and it was a huge 
team win.” 
 
On when he was told he was being replaced in the game 
“[Head] Coach [Gary] Kubiak came over to me right after that first series in the third quarter and just told me, ‘Hey, we’re going 
to go with [QB] Peyton [Manning] now. Brock, you played well for us but we’re going to try and get a little spark.’ Peyton did, he 
sparked the team and the run game got going, the offensive line played great, the backs played great, the defense played great 
and this is what it’s all about. Coach always preaches, ‘It takes all 46 guys on game day.’ Today that was truly the case. We won 
the AFC West and I couldn’t be happier.” 
 
On if there was any discussion during the week that Manning might come in to replace him 
“It was not. That was not a conversation, but usually that’s not a conversation. Usually you don’t talk to the backup and say, ‘Hey 
you might be going in today.’ So that was not a conversation that took place.” 
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On being disappointed with the number of turnovers 
“The turnovers were very disappointing. I have a little card in my locker that I look at on game day and one of those things on my 
card it says, ‘Ball security.’ To go out there and have that many turnovers in the first half, I don’t care who’s fault it was, I’m 
always going to point the finger at myself. I can always play better, I can put us in a better situation to protect that football. To 
answer your question: Yes, it was very disappointing, at home, to turn the football over like that. Once again, just like we always 
do, we’ll look at the tape, we’ll learn from it, we’ll clean it up and we’ll move forward.” 
 
On what Manning said to him before he entered the game 
“He was just asking about some cadences that I’ve used throughout the game. As you saw, he was able to get them with a couple 
things. That’s a big thing that we always work on at practice. That’s something I’ve learned from Peyton. He just wanted to know 
what kind of cadences I had been using in the first half.” 
 
On if having known Manning for four years makes the situation any easier 
“I wouldn’t look at it like that. The way I look at it is as long as this football team wins games, that’s all I care about and that 
really is the truth. Football is the ultimate team sport. It takes the entire team to win and I think we showed that today. As long 
as this football team is winning games, shoot I don’t care who’s playing quarterback.” 
 
On who he expects to be the starting quarterback in the playoffs 
“That is something that has not been discussed. I’m sure [Head] Coach [Gary] Kubiak will look at things over the next couple 
days. My belief is whether I’m the starter, whether I’m the backup, I’m going to show up the same exact way. I’m going to 
prepare the same exact way and I’ll always be ready to go.” 
 
On sideline discussions with Manning in the first half 
“It was just all scheme stuff that [Quarterbacks/Passing Game Coordinator] Coach [Greg] Knapp had already brought to my 
attention and Peyton was just making sure that I had heard some of those things.” 
 
On what it means to have home field advantage throughout the playoffs 
“It means everything. It goes back to those goals that we set at the beginning of the year. The first one is to win the AFC West, 
get into the playoffs and then to secure that No. 1 seed. I really think it just shows all the hard work, the blood, the sweat, the 
tears that went into this season. There were a lot of ups and downs, but we overcame a lot of adversity as well along the way. It 
just shows that I truly believe this team, the greatest aspect about us is that we are a team and I think that is what makes this 
football team special and that is what will allow us a chance for a run in these playoffs.” 
 
On his relationship with Manning 
“We have a tremendous relationship. I have the upmost respect for Peyton and how he goes about his business whether it be 
practice, whether it be games, whether it be in the weight room. I have a ton of respect for what he does in the community. I 
know not only does he do a lot of stuff in Colorado, he does things in Indianapolis, he does things in Louisiana. He’s just the 
ultimate competitor and I have a ton of respect for him.” 
 
On how he handles when the coaching staff elects to make a change at quarterback 
“I think you need those couple of minutes. You hit the nail on the head. As a competitor, you want to play and you want to give 
your team a chance to be successful. But at the same token, I completely understand what Coach Kubiak was trying to do. He 
was trying to generate a spark for this football team so we could secure that No. 1 seed and we could win the AFC West title. I 
completely understand what coach’s thinking was and no hard feelings or anything like that. All I care about is this football team 
winning games and today we did, so I couldn’t be happier.” 
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On if he felt a spark when Manning came into the game 
“Well I wasn’t on the field, so I didn’t necessarily feel that spark, but it really seemed like the offense really got going. We had a 
couple big breakout runs and we scored points, so I would certainly say that there was a spark there.” 
 

BRONCOS CORNERBACK BRADLEY ROBY 
 
On clinching the first seed in the AFC 
“It’s great, man. We have that home field advantage, the high altitude; it’s going to be cold. It’s huge to have home field 
advantage.” 
 
On if anyone was paying attention to the Kansas City-Oakland game during their game 
“I wasn’t, other people might have. I just knew that we just had to handle our business and do what we had to do, don’t worry 
about what other people are doing, do what we do, and we did that. Now we can look at SportsCenter and see what happened. 
While you’re playing, you can’t be worried about things like that.” 
 
On his big third down tackle in the fourth quarter  
“Yeah that was clutch, man. Fortunately the guy I was guarding kind of rammed me right there and I just kind of saw him through 
the corner of my eye, so it was great. I didn’t know if I got him quick enough, but I looked back and I saw him so it was great. We 
all made big plays. Chris [Harris Jr.] made big plays, Aqib [Talib], me and Kavon [Webster] came in and made two plays in a row. 
So we have depth at the DB position and we showed that tonight.” 
 

BRONCOS WIDE RECEIVER EMMANUEL SANDERS 
 
On Broncos QB Peyton Manning 
“It was definitely a cool experience. Obviously the crowd went crazy. [Number] 18 has been battling a lot. He’s been having a lot 
of ups and downs this season. I know he wanted to get in there and I know he wanted to win. I know he wanted to make the 
throws and make the plays that he did.” 
 
On the team’s five turnovers 
“It’s very frustrating. You’ve turned the ball over five times--statistically, you’re supposed to lose the game. We overcame a lot of 
adversity today. It just shows how strong of a team we’ve got, but going down the road, we can’t make those same mistakes. 
Hopefully we’ve got them all out of the way.” 
 
On the Broncos clinching home field advantage through the playoffs 
“It’s big. It’s everything you want as a team in the AFC. We control our own destiny right now. We’ve got three games and we’re 
Super Bowl champions, so the countdown starts today. Last night we said ‘four’, so we got one out of the way. We’ll find out 
who our opponent is next weekend.”  
 
On the Broncos’ QB situation 
“I don’t call the shots. My job is to line up and catch passes. Like I’ve always said, you guys try to make it about one guy. It’s 
never about one guy. It’s about the team. No man is bigger than the team. We’ve got one goal and one goal only, and that’s to 
bring a Super Bowl to the city of Denver. Everybody is in, no matter who the [quarterback] is.” 
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On what has impressed him most on the adversity Manning’s fought through 
“You hear the stories about his character, and his character withstood. His character was tested, but he still came to work. He 
was the same guy talking, trying to help everyone, smiling, joking—he was the same guy. It’s just a testament to him and his 
character.” 
 
On how the offense clicked when Manning entered Sunday’s game 
“To the fans watching at home and the fans in the stands and everyone on the sideline, you saw our offense roll. Right when he 
got in, we came down and we scored. That’s just a testament. Obviously we were battling a lot of turnovers, and that’s 
something we can’t do. Moving forward, hopefully we got them all out of the way.” 
 
On overcoming this season’s struggles to take the No. 1 seed in the AFC 
“The story is being written as we speak right now, but I tell you what, it’s an interesting book and there’s no rush to the end. 
We’re going to continue to make plays and hopefully at the end of it, it’ll say ‘Super Bowl Champs.’ I’m enjoying the story so far.” 
 

BRONCOS CORNERBACK AQIB TALIB 
 
On how much of the Patriots game he paid attention to  
“All of it, every second, every second we could.” 
 
On how much of a lift Peyton Manning gave the team  
“It lifted the whole stadium. It lifted the o-line. The o-line got with it and we opened up some holes and got to running that ball. I 
don’t know if it was just his presence, but it was just a little energy came through the building.” 
 
On how big the bye week will be for the team 
“Huge. We got a lot of guys banged up; we definitely need it so it’s huge man, the extra seven days for recovery, that’s huge.” 
 
On the Chargers forcing five turnovers  
“It was tough, but we don’t blink on defense. We know when we’re on the field, we’re on there to get the ball back, get a stop or 
get the ball back. It doesn’t matter where we start or what just happened so we did a good job holding up.” 
 
On S Shiloh Keo getting and interception  
“He’s coming along; he’s already got himself in the right position. He had himself in the right position again today. He came up 
with a huge play.” 
 
On what the team way like at halftime 
“Cool as a fan, man. We were cool as a fan. It wasn’t like we were losing or anything. We just knew they couldn’t stop our 
offense they just kept turning it over. 10-yard run, turnover. Wide open receiver, dropped ball, turnover. Emmanuel Sanders, 70-
yard catch and run, turnover. It wasn’t like they were stopping us, we knew we just had to settle down and make the plays that 
presented themselves.” 
 
On the 80-yard touchdown by the Chargers  
“It was a bust; it was our entire fault, just leave it like that, it was a busted coverage. We don’t give up 80-yard [touchdowns] at 
all and we won’t anymore more.” 
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CHARGERS HEAD COACH MIKE McCOY 
 
Opening statement 
“Alright, well, if that game doesn’t summarize our season, I don’t know what does. I’m so proud of this football team, the way 
they fought. Once again, it became—a number of guys going down in a number of different spots. Guys that just came here 
Monday are walking out onto the field on Wednesday. We didn’t skip a beat. We just kept on fighting. There was no panic, no 
nothing. The coaches just kept on coaching their tails off. Like I just told the players, our record is what it is. The way these 
players played, the coaching job and the leadership when you have a season like this, we didn’t flinch one bit. They just kept on 
fighting. I know it’s all about winning and losing—we all understand that—but this team deserves so much credit. The heart, 
they’ve got the heart of a champion. Like I said, I’m so happy for the way these guys just fought to the bitter end. The way the 
defense had all those turnovers early on in the game, that was phenomenal. That is something you always focus on. It’s a special 
bunch of players. Came out on the wrong end again, unfortunately, though.” 
 
On the play of Chargers CB Steve Williams 
“The funny thing about it, before the game, the ref came up to me and says, you know, he’s wearing a hoodie, so that’s part of 
his uniform. If he gets tackled by it, it’s not a horse collar. I said, ‘Well that’s a good thing; that means he gets an interception.’ 
Then he got the fumble there, the interception, he had a sack fumble. I mean it was like, ‘What’s next?’ But very happy the way 
he played today. Really, the whole entire football team, not just one guy. They fought their tails off. And a lot of guys, like I said, 
just got here, stepped up and played a big role for us.” 
 
On the uncertain future of many Chargers personnel 
“Like I said, I just told the football team how proud I am of them. We’ve been faced with adversity, whether it’s losing a football 
game, whether it’s losing a number of players, the number of players we have on IR, we’re never going to make any excuses 
during the season. But when you see guys down there today being taken off by a cart, and then you finish the last drive and 
[Chargers WR] Dontrelle [Inman]’s laying—it just summarizes our season. Like I said before, I’m so proud of the players, the 
coaches the entire organization. We just kept on fighting. We just came up on the short end one too many times, obviously.” 
 
On his future as head coach of the San Diego Chargers 
“I’m the head coach here until they tell me different. We’ve got to win the close games. That’s the big thing: we have to win the 
close football games there, and that’s the key thing. Going out there and the game’s on the line, making a play somewhere and 
doing your job and making that one play. It may not be the last drive of the game. It may not be in a two-minute situation. It’s a 
matter of going out there somewhere and making the plays that present themselves.” 
 
On Broncos QB Peyton Manning’s impact on the game 
“We talked about it during the week. Knowing their situation, depending on what other teams were doing, what was at stake, 
how the game was going. But we came in and addressed it, without a doubt. He’s one of the best of all time, without a doubt. 
He’s one of the best of all time. So he comes in there and he definitely energized the football team. ” 
 
On if McCoy did enough this season to keep his job 
“Like I said, I’m the head football coach until they tell me different. I look forward to working with [Chargers President of Football 
Operations] John [Spanos] and [Chargers General Manager] Tom [Telesco] this offseason and getting this thing squared away. 
Get everyone healthy again, get them back, get them running for the offseason and get rolling. I’m excited. Like I said, you see 
these games coming down to the end, and now here’s another one. We’ve got to find a way to make those plays. That’s the one 
big thing: find a way to make those plays when the game is on the line or somewhere during that game. I’m very proud of our 
football team. Tom, John and I are going to work extremely hard this offseason to get this thing corrected.” 
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On San Diego’s offensive struggles vs. the AFC West  
“Making plays, honestly. When you look at that, you know, making a tough catch at some point in time to convert and move the 
chains. [Denver] is a really good football team. Their defense is outstanding. Kansas City’s defense is outstanding. We’ve got to 
do some things and we’ve got to out-execute them. You’ve got to make the plays when they’re there, and when you don’t score 
a touchdown, there’s a lack of execution somewhere. As coaches, we’ve got to do some things better, too, but we’re all in it 
together. All 11 doing their jobs, coaches doing their jobs the right way—those are two good football teams. We’ve got to do a 
better job because that’s your No. 1 goal every year is to win your division first. Obviously we did poorly this year in that. We’ve 
got some work ahead of us.” 
 
On scoring 10 points off of five Denver turnovers 
“That’s a big difference in the game. You’ve got to take advantage of that. That’s a good football team out there, and we didn’t 
score enough points to win.” 
 
On what Chargers WR Malcolm Floyd has meant to San Diego 
“If you look at what it means to be a San Diego Charger, to play in the NFL, and I’ll say to be an even better person, I mean, he’s 
one of my all-time favorites.  I’ve coached a lot of good ones and a lot of good people, but he only does it one way. You go back 
in to training camp— I’ve said the story a couple times— and you look out there during the first walk-through and Malc’s out 
there with the gunners. I’m like, ‘What are you doing? You’re not going to be doing that.’ His response was, ‘That’s how I got my 
start in this league.’ And that’s just what he does. He shows up every single day, works his tail off, and he’s a pro. But he’s an 
even better person. He’ll be successful in whatever he does. Like I told the players, we’re all very fortunate to know Malcolm 
Floyd.” 
 
On how Floyd handled getting injured in his last game 
“As expected. It’s not easy. You know, he was one of the last ones walking out today on the field. He’s the best.” 
 

CHARGERS QUARTERBACK PHILIP RIVERS 
 
On the game representing the season 
“Yeah. It’s always a minus grade when you lose. You never say, ‘oh, that was good,’ but if that’s the No. 1 seed in the AFC and 
with all that we dealt with today, to be in that game tied, we’re going to be alright. We’re going to be alright. We gave them all 
they wanted. They’re a good team. They obviously – a really good team finds a way to win when maybe they didn’t play their 
best, I don’t know. Maybe we played really good considering all the elements, but we gave them all they wanted. But we lost, so 
that goes for naught. It’s just sickening losing like this. It’s been the same way just about every week, but I don’t know… First, 
give credit to the guys who kept stepping up. We had guys on defense that just got here. They’ve been here for a week, and 
they’re going against this offense. Offensively we had an offensive line – it’s just been crazy – but credit to those guys for 
stepping up and playing the way they did. We scored 20 points. Defense got a bunch of turnovers. But a loss is a loss, so you’re 
never satisfied at all, but I think these games are character games to me, just in general. Starting with Mike, staff, head coach, 
the group, the whole group, training staff, this is a character week… And I think we showed that, the way we fought, the way we 
played, the way we care, the way we prepared, so that doesn’t get you away from 4-12, but that can build you out of it.” 
 
On if this meant more as potentially being San Diego’s final game 
“No, I mean I don’t think so. I mean, they pick out a lot of wins, you can’t just go off the last one. No.” 
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On the offensive line this season 
“You can’t make this stuff up. You couldn’t make it up. One thing I know, all that we dealt with offensively – injuries, offensive 
line, receiver, everywhere – as many times as we’ve thrown it and as few times as we’ve been sacked in relation to that, and 
really hit for that matter, I’m as healthy as I’ve been after a week 17 in any year I can remember, and that’s just a credit to how 
much they fight, how much they care, and how well they prepare. So considering all the shuffling, I appreciate those guys 
fighting like they did.” 
 
On the touchdown pass to [WR] Tyrell Williams 
“I haven’t thrown many 80-yard touchdowns in my career. It’s hard to get someone that wide open, especially against the No. 1 
defense in the league, so that was awesome” 
 
On if he was surprised by the quarterback change by the Broncos 
“It’s a yes and a no. Surprised just in the sense of Brock [Osweiler] didn’t really turn the ball over by bad decisions. He’s hit by 
Melvin, interception; sack fumble from behind; dropped ball, perfect pass, interception; fumble down the one; another fumble. 
It wasn’t like he was stinking it up out there. But not surprised in the sense that you have a guy that hadn’t been a backup in a 
game since ‘94 and is one of the best of all time, so both yes and no. I thought Peyton [Manning] would have started the game if 
he was going to dress. I thought as long as Brock’s going to go, just because I think it creates, it created what happened today: 
Peyton came in, and they won. He made some good throws, but they ran the ball for the most part. So yeah, did it give them a 
spark? Sure. The place obviously went crazy, but Brock’s put in a tough spot. He’s done a heck of a job getting them here. Brock’s 
done a heck of a job. I hate it for Brock in this position. I know it’s awkward for him, but I was happy to see Peyton back out there 
playing. I didn’t want to see Peyton go out that way either. So to answer your question, I didn’t really answer it, it’s a yes and a 
no and a bunch of rambling.” 
 
On [WR] Malcolm Floyd 
“You hate to see him not being able to finish the game, not get him a catch. But again, the end of the last game, I know it has a 
lot to it and it’s emotional and that, but this by no means puts any damper on what he’s done for 12 years. He had a heck of a 
run. He hated to end it the way it did, but Malcolm’s got nothing to be ashamed of in any manner. He’s been an awesome 
teammate, an awesome player, just thankful we had him for 12 years.” 
 
On if finishing 4-12 puts the head coaching job in jeopardy 
“You’re asking the wrong person on that. I don’t make those decisions. We all have a hand in it. Every one of us has a hand in 
why we’re 4-12. Every one of us, everybody in that building. Like I’ve always said to you, there’s only two people who have a 
record tied to their position, that’s the quarterback and the head coach, so for us to be 4-12, I haven’t done my job good enough 
either. Can you say Mike’s done his good enough? I don’t know. What I’m saying is none of us have, but considering what we’ve 
dealt with and the close games we’ve lost, is that an easy answer? Is it an easy answer? All of you: just get a new coach, we’ll be 
12-4. That’s not true, so we’ll see what happens.” 
 
On if he supports head coach Mike McCoy coming back 
“Yeah, I’d love for him to be back. I would. I think in the tough times, again I’ve said this with other coaches, it says a lot to me 
about the head coach when players play the way they played in these types of situations, these character games. If we didn’t, if 
we came out here and just kind of slopped around, then I think that would send a different message, but the way fought through 
the tough times, as many close games as we’ve won. I’m hoping it’s like the year before I got here, of course I didn’t have 
anything to do with that turnaround, but we were 4-12 in ’03 and we were 12-4 in ’04 and same head coach in that one too, so 
hopefully we can – you never want to pick high, but we’re picking high – we can get a few pieces, we can get healthy and we can 
just make another go at it.” 
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On if failing to convert after turnovers was the difference in the game 
“Yeah, I mean, it is, but we’re going against the No. 1 defense in the NFL. It’s hard to even say this because I love the guys we 
fight with, but we probably weren’t the No. 1 offense in the NFL, the 11 we trot out there. Probably not. Yeah, that is the 
difference. That is the difference, and that’s OK. That’s not an excuse. You got a guy, rookie, catching an 80-yard touchdown 
pass. [RB] Donald Brown ran it well. We ran it on this team some. We made some plays. I don’t know where they finished now, 
they may have been No. 1 in points, No. 1 in pass defense, No. 1 in run defense, No. 1 in total yards. You’re talking about a 
defense that people struggle with when they have the top everything in the league.” 
 
On if San Diego’s defense excites him for April 
“It’s a little early for that, Ricky, but yeah, I’ll be excited in April. I’m not excited for April right now.” 
 
On his emotions following the season 
“I don’t know. I’m kind of numb really. We always talk about winning, and winning’s contagious, and losing, it’s just I’m kind of 
numb really, just to how it’s been. It’s just been the same. I haven’t lost faith or belief that we can go, and I thought we were 
going to win today. Not even late, not even that fourth down. I was like, ‘we’re fixing… we’ve got plenty of time,’ so it’s not a 
matter of do I think that we can’t do it, but you just feel a little numb just because it’s just been every week we’ve lost the same 
stinking way… I’m not trying to lessen the seriousness, or how bad of a season it was, but it’s gone. It’s gone. Chalk it up to some 
missed throws, missed plays, missed tackles, missed all that. Chalk it up to being the most beat up team. I can’t imagine there’s 
another one this beat up. And other than that, we’ve been right there. There’s only 12 teams that get to play on, so I don’t think 
the Jets are feeling real good right now either. I can think of some other teams that don’t. Yeah, they’ve had better years, but 
there’s, what, 20 of us going home, and we’re all in the same boat.” 
 

CHARGERS TACKLE TYREEK BURWELL 
 
On Sunday’s loss being a microcosm of the season 
“I just look at what the veterans do and try to mirror them. They fought all year, injured. I see guys like [Chargers offensive 
lineman] Chris Hairston and he’s been hurt since Week 3, coming in and playing. I saw him days during the week he couldn’t 
even bend over, like pick something up, but come out on Sunday and just play four quarters. So I just look at guys like that and 
look at myself and I’m like: ‘I have to give it everything I have. There’s no one left.’ I was the last lineman left. I really had no 
choice, in my mind.” 
 
On the Broncos’ defense 
“They’re a good defense. Obviously the two great rushers on the edge, Demarcus Ware and Von Miller, but I don’t know. There’s 
just a lot we could work on. We’ll get better next year. We’ve still got a lot to be proud of.” 
 

CHARGERS TIGHT END ANTONIO GATES 
 
On overall thoughts 
“Today was kind of like a glimpse of what we’ve been through the whole season. (We’ve been) just shuffling guys back and forth 
with guys going down. These guys have continued to fight, but we’ve just fallen short. That is something, going into the 
offseason, that you can look forward to because you know you have the fight in the guys that you have now. I can’t say enough 
about how proud I am to be a San Diego Charger and to play alongside these guys that have continued to fight all season.” 
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On his future with the Chargers 
“We’ll see how it goes. This is my first time being a free agent, so I’ll just see how it goes. This is my home. This is all I know and I 
play my heart out when I play for the Chargers because it means a lot to me. I’ll just see how it goes and hopefully we can get 
some things done.” 
 
On the Chargers’ future in San Diego 
“Yes, that’s something that still remains to be seen. Whether or not we’re in San Diego or somewhere else, it’s still the San Diego 
Chargers. When it’s all said and done, we’ve got to try to win more football games. That’s what I concern myself with. I don’t 
concern myself with where we’re going to be or whether or not we’re going to be in San Diego or whether or not we’re going to 
be in L.A. My job is to just go out and play football.” 
 
On what he envisions will help this football team improve moving forward 
“When you’ve been through what we’ve been through throughout the season, with the fluctuation of guys coming in and out, 
obviously the health of our football team is probably the most important thing. If we can continue to have a great off-season 
program, which we did, and get guys healthy, then I think we’ll be fine. Whether or not we have the fifth pick or not, I’m quite 
sure he will be able to contribute due to whatever abilities he’s bringing and whatever capabilities he has, I think the health of 
our football team is probably more important than anything.” 
 
On whether he would endorse head coach Mike McCoy’s possible return 
“Absolutely, a lot of speculation has been made, but he’s a great coach. He instills that fight and that belief in our team. We love 
him in in this locker room. We know what he’s capable of doing, we know what kind of coach he is and we know the kind of 
things he brings to the table. So, we would love for him to be back. Needless to say, we enjoyed playing for him and we enjoy the 
energy that he brings. It’s unfortunate that when you have things where you have to shuffle guys back and forth, generally the 
coach gets the blame in that situation. It’s just unfortunate.” 
 
On looking back on his season and the team’s effort in the season finale 
“It’s just about overcoming obstacles at the end of the day. I had to overcome obstacles in the early part of the season with the 
suspension and obviously, throughout the season, we weren’t able to play as well as we would have liked. We continued to fight 
and I think that says a lot about the character. We talk about ultimate leaders on this football team and it starts with coach 
McCoy. We just continued to fight. Do you know how hard it is to get guys to play in this last game? And we just see guys 
continue to fight. It says a lot about the staff and what they mean to us. I’m just glad to be a part of this kind of team.” 
 

CHARGERS LINEBACKER DENZEL PERRYMAN 
 
On his team’s effort 
“We just wanted to finish strong. We took it upon ourselves as a defense to just finish strong and pretty much just go out and 
play ball. We forced a lot of turnovers and we were wishing that would help us out in the end, but unfortunately we came up 
short.” 
 
On what it says about the team to battle hard when they didn’t have as much to play for 
“That says a lot. It showed how hard the defense went out there and fought. From a defensive standpoint, we just went out 
there and played hard.” 
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On his individual performance this season 
“Personally, I’m pretty happy with my season. I’m pretty happy with these guys in this locker room. As far as looking forward, it’s 
just about getting better. Me and (linebacker Manti Te’o) plan to go back and look at the games and just see what we can do 
better.” 
 
On the Chargers’ future in San Diego 
“Just keep supporting us whether we stay in San Diego or not. Just keep supporting us. We love it. Obviously, I’d like to stay in 
San Diego but we’ll have to wait and see.” 
 

CHARGERS LINEBACKER MANTI TE’O 
 
On if he’s ever played in a five—turnover game and lost 
“I think that’s the first one. Four [turnovers] in the first half, one in the second half. I’m proud of the way we competed, proud of 
the way we went out there. We’ve just got to finish.”  
 
On the season coming to an end 
“This game was kind of the direct thing of our season – just so close. Everything is just close. If anybody looked at the film, you 
just see the San Diego Chargers, one thing for sure is we’re going to fight. It doesn’t matter who’s out there. As long as we have 
11 guys on the field at one time, we’re going to fight. I think today we demonstrated that.”  
 
On Broncos QB Peyton Manning 
“Peyton, he comes up and he’s different. … He’s like Phil [Chargers QB Phillip Rivers], two of the best quarterbacks to play the 
game. They always want their offense to be in the best situation, best play. So he has all his checks at the line. He was able to 
check some things. But at the end of the day, we’ve got to execute better. I think that first drive when he came in, it was just well 
executed by them. After that, we kind of settled down and everybody kind of did their job. That’s how things go.” 
 
On Chargers CB Steve Williams 
“Stevie had three turnovers by himself, and that’s what it’s all about. Big credit for Stevie. A lot of people don’t know but Stevie 
is always doing extra work. I always know that Stevie is in the weight room. While everybody else is getting ready for practice, 
he’s in the weight room getting his work in. On Mondays, when we come into watch the film, he’s in there early. On the field, 
he’s working on his foot work. That kind of stuff speaks a lot about who he is as a player. I, myself, as a teammate recognize that 
and it’s no surprise to me the success he had individually in this game.” 
 
On what the Chargers can build on for next year 
“Our goal was to start 2016 on a positive note, and I think the best thing you can take from this game is how we fought. You go 
into next season and the offseason remembering this feeling and you remember what it feels like to have a season like this and 
you move forward.” 
 
On if the Chargers’ defense established an identity this year 
“There was a certain identity that we’ve established so far that we’ve started to grow. Now it’s time to build off of that and get 
better and always have that swagger about us and confidence that we put in the work throughout the week that when we line 
up on gamedays that it’s going to be fun. When you look at our defense now, it’s a bunch of guys just having fun. Hopefully we 
can continue that next year.” 
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CHARGERS GUARD/TACKLE KENNY WIGGINS 
 
On the injuries the team suffered throughout the game 
“That’s the story of our year right now. It’s just been a next man up mentality. It’s just been one of those years. You don’t want 
to see anybody get hurt, but you’re thankful for the opportunity. It’s just a tough one.” 
 
On the reason why there have been so many injuries to the Chargers’ offensive line this season 
“Honestly, I just think it’s a big fluke. I can’t even tell you what it is. It’s just crazy. Coming to work every day, you just have to be 
ready.” 
 
On the play of the reserve offensive linemen who had to step into the lineup due to injury in the game 
“It’s crazy; It’s just a credit to them. They have a lot of heart and I have nothing but respect for them. All those guys just fought 
their tails off.” 
 
On Tyrell Williams’ touchdown reception that gave the Chargers a 20-17 lead in the fourth quarter 
“It was big. He’s worked hard all year too. He’s been up and down from the active roster to the practice squad, He finally got a 
chance to play and he took advantage.” 
 
On whether the team felt they would win after that score 
“I don’t want to say yeah and you don’t want to say no, but you feel confident and you feel you have some momentum and 
that’s a big thing in the NFL.” 
 
On whether he can take any pride in the team’s effort 
“Definitely. We ran the ball probably the best we have in a couple weeks against the number one defense and our defense did a 
great job getting all those turnovers. We just need to do a better job capitalizing.” 
 
On the overall feeling following the game 
“It’s just heartbreaking. Just seeing your teammates go up and down, getting hurt and getting banged up, you don’t want 
anything like that to happen to anybody. It’s just tough.” 
 
On how he feels about the season coming to an end 
“You never want it to be over, especially me because this is my first time playing really in five years. I’m looking forward to see 
what’s next but I also didn’t want it to end.” 
 

CHARGERS CORNERBACK STEVE WILLIAMS 
 
On overall thoughts 
“Yeah it was a good game by the defense. It was tough. We fought, just didn’t come out with the win. We fought and that’s all 
we could do.” 
 
On forcing four turnovers 
“We knew coming into the game that we’d have to fight like that. That’s what we did and everybody had each other’s back and 
that’s just how we play.” 
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On keeping it close with the AFC’s top seed 
“We’ve got character guys. That’s what kind of team we’ve got.  We fought today. We practiced hard this week and we always 
bring a lunch pail to work. That’s just how we do it. It’s unfortunate the season ended this way.” 
 
On future of head coach Mike McCoy 
“I like Mike McCoy. I love him. He’s a good coach. He’s a players’ coach. I’d love to see him next year.” 
 
On the future of the Chargers in San Diego 
“See, well I don’t know that though. I don’t know what the verdict is. I don’t know that so I’m just going to see what happens in 
the future and see if it’s the last game. I don’t know. But if it is, we had some good memories.” 
                                                                                


