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DENVER BRONCOS vs. KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 
Sports Authority Field at Mile High ● Sunday, Nov. 15, 2015 

 
BRONCOS HEAD COACH GARY KUBIAK 
 
On why QB Brock Osweiler replaced QB Peyton Manning in the second half 
“To be honest with you, I was protecting him because I was worried about him. Let me just say this, I am obviously very 
disappointed in the NFL game. Give Kansas City credit. They played a great football game. [Chiefs Head Coach] Andy [Reid] had 
them ready to go. I’m disappointed in myself. This is on me. I probably should have made a decision not to play him in the game 
and the reason, I needed to make that, probably, a tough decision there. He practiced Friday, felt good, came out of practice 
Friday and Saturday, as you all know, his ribs were bothering him a little bit. I probably should have right there said, ‘No, he’s not 
going to go this week.’ But he’s a competitor. He wanted to play. [CB] Aqib [Talib] was out. [OLB] DeMarcus [Ware] was out. He 
wanted to go. He felt like he could go, but I’m disappointed in myself because I probably should have made that decision 
yesterday and I didn’t. It’s on me.” 
 
On if QB Brock Osweiler will start next week against Chicago 
“No. Peyton is our quarterback. If he’s healthy and ready to go, Peyton’s our quarterback.” 
 
On if Manning’s foot was bothering him in the game 
“No, I think it’s just been a combination of things. His shoulder had bothered him for a little bit. He got some treatment on his 
foot this week. His foot was bothering him after the Colts game. Then Saturday he came in and his ribs were bothering him a 
little bit. I sit there and my job is to gather information and make decisions. When I look back, as I’ve watched that week 
progress and Saturday, I should have made a better decision for our football team, so I’m disappointed in myself.” 
 
On if his decision to play Manning was out of respect to the quarterback Manning is 
“I trust players, especially veteran players, but it wasn’t like he didn’t [practice]. He did practice on Friday. I watched him practice 
Friday. I watched him make all the plays, all the throws. I felt good coming out of Friday. I guess my point that I’m trying to make 
is that when Saturday there was more, that’s when I felt like I should have said, ‘Okay, no.’ That’s my point. Guys want to play. 
That’s why he’s a great player. That’s why he’s going to be a Hall of Fame player. They want to compete. They want to do 
everything they can for their football team, but as a football coach, sometimes you have to say, ‘No, I don’t think this is the right 
thing today,’ like I said.” 
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On why he did not bench Manning at halftime 
“I don’t think we were out of the football game if we could start moving the ball and make some plays. I tried to give him an 
opportunity to get us going. It wasn’t all him. Obviously we struggled, missed some protections and those types of things. I had 
talked to him and I said, ‘I’m going to give you another series or so here. If we can’t protect you and we can’t make some plays, 
then this is what we’re going to do.’ I had conversations with him prior to it.” 
 
On if he noticed Manning was struggling immediately in the game 
“No, I wouldn’t say that. The first third down of the game, it’s just a poor decision with the ball. He knows that. His rhythm is off, 
the play is kind of broken, so it’s late. Our defense is playing well, keeping us [in it]. It’s a two-score game for up until the end of 
the half, if I’m right. So we need to make a play or two just to get ourselves going and get back in the football game. No, I 
wouldn’t say I saw that off the bat. I’m just sitting here, at the end of the day, I’m thinking that I made a poor decision.” 
 
On if there was a plan to have Manning break the all-time passing record on a deep pass early in the game 
“It really wasn’t designed for a deep throw. It just ended up being that way because of coverage. There was a plan in place that 
would have been perfect, but it didn’t end up that way. You pull the ball on a pass play. Depending on what happens with 
coverage, the ball has to go to certain places.” 
 
On how much help the offensive line gave Manning and QB Brock Osweiler 
“That’s my point. I just told the team that. It’s easy when you go through something like this to try to act like you have all the 
answers right away, but I think smart people in this business, and I’ve been through this before, you stop, you go back, you look 
and you make sure that everybody’s involved in the looking part of the process. You keep your composure and you go look at the 
big picture, not just try to narrow it down today.” 
 
On his concern with the lack of improvement from the offensive line 
“I disagree with you. I think there have been times. I think we have shown some improvement, protected better and done some 
things better. Today we wanted to run the ball, help our quarterback out and do that. I think we had four or five negative 
football runs in the first half. I don’t want to sit there and say that was a problem or this. I need to go look at the whole thing.” 
 
On if Manning expressed that he was not feeling well early in the game 
“No. I think through my years of doing this for so long of being around a lot of great quarterbacks, I think I have to see that big 
picture of the week. You’re right. I felt watching him warm up and everything, throw the ball, that we were ready to go. But I 
think when I go back and I look at the big picture and I look at the sequence of Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
and then Saturday--ultimately Saturday, I needed to listen a hell of a lot better than I did. That’s what I’m talking about.” 
 
On if Manning’s foot or his ribs are a greater concern 
“I just think he’s beat up through the course of the season. There’s a lot of players beat up. That’s part of the NFL, but he is our 
quarterback. It’s my job to have my thumb on every player, but I’ve definitely got to have it on that one. He’s just going through--
we’re nine weeks deep into this thing. He’s been hit a bunch here the past few weeks and it takes its toll.” 
 
On his initial reaction to Osweiler’s performance 
“He battled. He came out of some piles. Protection wise, we didn’t protect him well at times and yet he came out and made 
plays. He took some shots going down the field physically to help make plays for his team. I’m not surprised. He’s been working 
really hard. He’s a listener. He’s been watching [No.] 18 for many, many years. I think he’s always working toward his 
opportunity. He went in there and battled.” 
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On if Manning’s rib injury came up out of the blue 
“Yeah, it really just kind of came up Saturday. When he got through with Friday’s practice, he mentioned it to [Head Athletic 
Trainer Steve] Greek [Antonopulos] and received some treatment on that on Saturday. It was just another piece of information in 
the sequence, I guess.” 
 
On an injury update on WR Emmanuel Sanders 
“We felt like Emmanuel could play about 30 plays in the game. He was fine. He could play. He worked out good for us before the 
game. He said, ‘Coach, I’m good.’ That was what we needed him to do. Obviously, I didn’t see the play specifically that he got 
dinged on. I do know that he did pass the [concussion] test, but I chose to keep him out of the game when he came back out. 
That was my decision.” 
 
On if he is concerned S T.J. Ward will be suspended for next week’s game 
“I don’t know. I didn’t see it. I’ll have to go back. I don’t know what the heck happened, but obviously it’s very disappointing.” 
 

RUNNING BACK RONNIE HILLMAN 
 
On the play of QB Brock Osweiler 
“I have faith in all of my teammate, and they’re going to get the job done when they’re called on. He came in and played his butt 
off for us, even though we were down. He could have easily come in and tried to manage the game, but he tried to change it, so 
they’ve got to respect him.” 
 
On if he has answers for the offense struggles 
“No. I just run the plays. No answers. I’m not a coach.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning being pulled 
“[It’s] Coach’s decision and you just go in there and play with whoever is out there--whatever 11 out there are going to do it.” 
 
On if other teams have figured out the Broncos 
“It’s us. It’s definitely us. We’ve got to figure it out. What we do, we’ve got to get back on track and we’ve got the second half of 
football. We have to get it going. This month, next month, we have a couple of months to get it going and we have to. It’s 
imperative. We’re going to get it done and go back to the boards tomorrow, watch the film, see what mistakes we made, try not 
to make them again. 
 
On the loss 
“Nobody’s going to feel sorry for us. They’re happy over there. I wouldn’t feel sorry if they lost, so I’m not looking for any 
handouts.” 
 

BRONCOS DEFENSIVE END MALIK JACKSON 
 
On the loss 
“As a defense, we have to stop them from scoring more points than we do. We got put in some situations, but we’ve got to be 
better and we have done better, so it’s just up to us to keep doing better.” 
 
On if opponents have figured out the Denver Broncos defense 
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“It’s any given Sunday in the NFL. It’s hard for any teams to go 16-0, let alone not lose a game. Things happen and we just have to 
get better. I don’t think anything [has changed]. We are still [good]. We’ve just got to keep showing up.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning being benched in the second half 
“It’s not my call. All I can do is just go out there and play football and play defense. It is what it is. Nobody is on a pedestal. 
Everybody has to perform. It is what is. It’s the head coach’s call and he called it. It is what it is.” 
 

BRONCOS WIDE RECEIVER CODY LATIMER 
 
On the loss 
“We just have to keep working, come back tomorrow and get stronger.” 
 
On his increased amount of reps this week 
“Just being able to get my feet wet was good. I just want to have the opportunity to make plays when called on. I just tried to 
make the best of it.”  
 
On QB Brock Osweiler’s performance  
“He’s a leader. He just comes in behind Peyton all the time. He was able to come in and make plays down the stretch. It was 
good for him to keep his composure over the years, and when he was called on he made the best of it.” 
 

BRONCOS QUARTERBACK PEYTON MANNING 
 
On his performance tonight 
“[I had a] bad game and disappointing. Did not play [well]. Made some really bad plays and just put our team in a really bad 
position, starting with the first series, turning the ball over, and giving them great field position and just seemed like that got me 
off to a bad start and never could find any type of rhythm or continuity out there at quarterback and that really put our team in a 
bad spot out there all night.” 
 
On his health entering the game 
“I have a really hard time using that as any type of excuse. I had some injuries during the week. Greek [Athletic Trainor Steve 
Antonopulos] and the training staff worked overtime to get me to feeling like I thought like I could go out there and play. 
Obviously you have to give a lot of feedback yourself, and I felt good enough to go out there and play. If you look back on it now, 
I have a hard time saying that’s why I played badly. Could that be the reason? I guess it always could be. But to me, that’s an easy 
way out. That’s kind of an easy line to say after the fact. So I was very honest with Greek and coach Kubiak that I felt like I could 
go. I wanted to go, I wanted to be out there for the team. I did feel like we had some guys down, with Talib down and DeMarcus 
down, and weren’t really sure Emmanuel was going to be able to play. So I wanted to be out there. I was as honest with them 
with the feedback as I could give them, and certainly did not play well and am disappointed about that.” 
 
On coming out of the game 
“Coach Kubiak told me he was going to make the change.” 
 
On if he talked to Kubiak about his health at halftime 
“I didn’t think about saying that. I wanted to play better. We made a little second-half comeback last week and thought we may 
have a chance to do that again, and didn’t get that going in the second half. It wasn’t much different in the second half as it was 
in the first half.” 



©2015 Denver Broncos Football Club. All rights reserved. The individual quotes cited in this document may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other 
fair uses as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act. Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a 
fair use as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

 
On setting the NFL’s all-time passing yardage mark and having the play stop at that point 
“I think that’s an awkward situation to have any type of stoppage of play in the middle of the game. I wasn’t off to the best start, 
we were looking at a third and long or something coming up. I think it’s an awkward position to kind of be put in, to tell you the 
truth. You get really wrapped up in the game at that point and try to do what you can to get a first down and that’s not the kind 
of start we wanted for the game, for sure.” 
On his assessment of his performance 
“I didn’t play well, I had a bad game and I’m not sure what else you can say about that. Whether it was because of my injuries or 
my poor decision making, I tend to lean on the poor decision making and some bad throws. I had some under throws to some 
guys, so I wish I would have played better.” 
 
On if he thinks he will be able to play next week 
“I talked to coach Kubiak and obviously he wants to see how I feel. You know, tomorrow and during the week, I think I’d like to 
be able to practice during the week. I didn’t practice until Friday and that’s not ideal for anybody to go out and play, and so I’d 
like to be healthier to practice some on Wednesday, like I have in the past, and on Thursday. So we’ll address that when those 
days get there. That would be the goal to get back to a normal practice schedule, so we’ll see how that goes tomorrow.” 
 
On what the team needs to focus on this week 
“We got to focus on getting off to a better start. I’ve got to stop turning the ball over. I think that would help for a better start. 
But being down 17-0, 19-0 two weeks in a row, it’s hard to overcome those leads. Our defense did a heck of a job, I think, trying 
to keep them to some field goals, and they did that, and we just could not get anything going offensively. I got to play better at 
quarterback, and that will be the focus this week: trying to have more consistency, make better decisions, make better throws, 
and translate that to the field on Sunday.” 
 
On losing the game and being pulled for QB Brock Osweiler 
“It’s hard to accept losing the game. I’m disappointed about losing the game. Coach Kubiak’s got to make those calls, and I did 
not play well today, and I definitely contributed to the loss. I was proud of Brock and tried to help him. I thought he went in 
there, made some plays and got a couple scores. Not ideal for him to go into the game down 22-0 knowing you have to throw 
every single time. So, I thought he went in there and did well.” 
 
On what he said to Osweiler on the sidelines 
“Obviously he’s got a lot of people in his ear, so I just tried to be there in case he has any questions or whatnot. You know, when 
you’re playing, you got a lot of coaches talking him and whatnot, but I just encouraged him to play and he did a good job out 
there.” 
 

OUTSIDE LINEBACKER VON MILLER 
 
On the play of the defense 
“We didn't play well on defense. We didn't play well enough as a team. We didn't do much to get the spark going as a team. 
From a defensive standpoint, we didn't create turnovers and gave them a short field. We just didn't do that tonight, but that's 
how we've been playing all year. We were just waiting around and waiting for someone to do something. As a defense, we went 
out there and got turnovers. We just didn't do that today.”   
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On if opposing offenses have figured out how to attack the defense 
“I would love to go a whole season and just be killing guys. When I go to sleep at night, that's what I think about. We have good 
teams. There are good players all across the National Football League. It's going to be tough sometimes and today was a tough 
one. Today was a tough one.” 
 
On the offensive struggles 
“I'm about sacks. I care about sacks and being a great defensive-minded guy. I really don't know what you're saying about the 
offense. If it was me, I would just keep investing in those guys. We have big time players over there—[WR Demaryius] D.T. 
[Thomas], [WR] Emmanuel [Sanders], [TE] Vernon [Davis] is getting going and [QB] Peyton [Manning]. I would just keep investing 
in those guys. One of these games they'll get going. It might be next week when we get it going. On defense, we have to get 
those turnovers and get it going.” 
 
On Manning being pulled from the game 
“He was benched? I wasn't really looking at it. I was trying to win the game. The media make it sound bad saying that he was 
benched, but I don't think that he was benched.” 
 
On QB Brock Osweiler playing 
“Yeah, they put Brock in the game. Maybe they were going to put—I can't speak about what was going on, but Brock came in 
and he did a phenomenal job. I'm very proud of Brock. We see it every day at practice, so it wasn't a surprise.” 
 
On the physicality of the game 
“The Chiefs were playing football. That's what I like to do. I'm never going to complain when another team is playing hard 
football. That's just not the type of guy that I am. I play hard. I try to get that chippy name on my shoes. They definitely came out 
and they played really good football and really tough football. That's what you want out of a team.” 
 
On S T.J. Ward's ejection 
“I don't know what happened. I don't think that it was a punch, but I didn't see it. T.J. is one of our captains. That's where we get 
our energy and our emotion from. Maybe he just got emotional on the play. It was 29-nothing though. Everybody was getting a 
little bit emotional. I didn't see the play, so I can't really comment on it.” 
 
On if he's worried that Ward could be suspended 
“That's not my job. You have to pay me a little more to be the commissioner and a player. I don't know. That's on them. I didn't 
see the play.” 
 
On holding Kansas City to field goals 
“We could have stripped the ball, picked it up and scored a touchdown. That's what we've been doing, so why not do it today? It 
was just a tough game. It was just rough. I would love to go a whole season and blow everybody out, but today that just didn't 
happen. It was a rough day as everybody saw.” 
 
On if penalties and fines have made the defense less aggressive 
“I wouldn't say that we're timid, but you guys are the ones watching it. I'm going to watch the film tomorrow. The 15-yard 
[penalties] kill any team. We have to find a way to try and stay away from those. I feel like we have been doing a good job, but 
those 15 yards will kill us. We just have to continue to work on that stuff.” 
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On if this is a pivotal point in the season 
“I mean, if I could tell the future I could tell you that this was the pivotal moment and we'd go undefeated [the rest of the way]. 
That's what my vision is. I want to come in here and be the same Von. I'm going to work, try to inspire my guys to do the same 
and influence those guys to play at a high level—keep being the same Von, keep sparking this defense. I didn't feel like I made 
enough plays to be the type of player that I know that I can be. I didn't make enough plays today. That's something that I'm 
definitely going to work on. I'm going to get it done, 100 percent.” 
 
On Manning's desire to win 
“That's the sheriff. He has a great legacy of doing great things. He's our leader. Today was just a rough day. It's the National 
Football League. We got beat. There is some stuff that we're going to work on to get better at and you have my word on that.” 
 

BRONCOS QUARTERBACK BROCK OSWEILER 
 
On when head coach Gary Kubiak told him he would be going into the game 
“I was just told midway through the third quarter, ‘Hey go warmup, you’re going into the football game.’ I went and took some 
snaps with [Broncos C] Matt [Paradis] and got a couple throws with Trevor [Siemian] our third string quarterback, and just got 
ready to go.” 
 
On if he thought anything was wrong with QB Peyton Manning as he watched from the sidelines 
“Obviously I knew prior to the game that he was a little banged up; to what extent, I didn’t really feel like was any of my 
business. I just go about my job every week and prepare like I’m going to play and that’s what I did this week. During the game, I 
didn’t know where Peyton was health-wise, I just continued to support him and I stayed ready throughout the game.” 
 
On if he expects to be the starter at quarterback going forward 
“I don’t. Right now, Peyton [Manning] is our quarterback. I could sit here and speak for everyone in the locker room and say: We 
all support him 100 percent. He’s been one hell of a leader and a football player for this team for a lot of years. I stand 100 
percent behind him and I do not expect to be the starter.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning’s injuries and how that affects someone from playing quarterback  
“Again, to what extent he was hurt, I did not know. Once again, it’s nothing for me that I need to know about. I just know that 
he’s banged up. That’s also something that is natural for an NFL season, quarterbacks and for that matter every position gets 
banged up. Being this late in the season, I assumed he was a little banged up but to what extent I did not know.” 
 
On how he felt once he got in the game  
“I felt pretty comfortable out there. Obviously, I have to go back and look at the tape tomorrow. I’m sure there were some plays 
where I could have done something better or made a completion or stuck with a progression, but it felt pretty good to be back 
out there.” 
 
On if he felt like he found a rhythm as he made completions            
“Like I’ve told you guys before, I think there is nothing that replaces game reps and obviously tonight I got a lot of live game reps 
against a great defense. So, did my confidence go up? Yes. Do I feel more comfortable out there? Yes. I think that is something 
that happens naturally the more game reps you get.” 
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On moving around the pocket and needing game reps to feel comfortable doing so 
“I think the extending plays portion is actually maybe one of the easier parts of football; that’s just backyard football, and we’ve 
all since we were three, four, five years old, we’ve all played backyard football. When the pocket breaks down and I need to 
extend something on my feet, I think that is something that comes naturally to myself. But at times, I’m going to have to go back 
and look at the tape, I might have put myself in bad situations. Maybe the o-line was doing a great job and I didn’t need to run. 
Tonight was a great learning process. Obviously this loss hurts, it hurts, it was taking one on the chin, but we will all learn from 
this, myself especially, and we will bounce back next week.” 
 
On his morale throughout the game  
“One thing I told the guys on the sideline before I went in was, ‘Just keep fighting and play the next play.’ That’s something that 
is firmly engrained in myself, whether we are up by 50 or down by 50, I will always fight until there are zeroes on the clock.” 
 
On if he expects to get more reps during this weeks practice  
“I have no idea. We’ll see how the week goes, we’ll find out Wednesday, but tomorrow we have to go in look at the tape, assess 
it, get a workout in, and fix the mistakes we made and get ready for Chicago.” 
 
On if the reps he has received in practice have helped prepare him for games  
“Without question. Obviously, getting those Wednesday reps, and throwing the ball to [WRs] Demaryius [Thomas] and 
Emmanuel [Sanders], and getting those reps with the first team o-line certainly helped. It was like I was stepping into the game 
and it was like I was in practice except in a big stadium. I think all those reps have added up and they certainly have helped.” 
 
On what he does to help QB Peyton Manning’s morale when he is struggling  
“Peyton is the best to ever do it, so I think he knows every trick in the book to keep his morale high and things like that. Every 
once in a while I will go whisper something to him. Obviously, I’ve watched him play a lot of football games over the last three-
and-a-half years and I feel like I know him pretty well, so obviously, as a teammate, as someone who supports him, as someone 
who wants to see him do great I’m going to be there and try to help him through everything.” 
 
On if QB Peyton Manning gave him any advice on the sideline 
“Yeah, of course. Peyton is the best, like I’ve said, he’s the ultimate professional and the ultimate teammate. Before I went into 
the game he said a couple things to me and he supported me the whole way through it.” 
 

OUTSIDE LINEBACKER SHANE RAY 
 
On the defense keeping the score narrow in the first half 
“We've just got to go back to the drawing board and make some corrections. We struggled a little bit on offense today, but we've 
got great coaches and we've got great players on that side of the ball. They're going to bounce back. We're just going to continue 
to try to do the best we can as a defense just to keep the other team at bay and get our offense the ball.” 
 
On if the Colts and Chiefs figured out the Denver Broncos defense 
“You know, I really couldn't tell you. It's really just our job to try to keep guys out of the end zone as long as we can. We 
struggled a little bit tonight, but that's football. We've got to move on to the next game and make corrections and be ready to 
play.”   
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On his excitement to play after missing several weeks due to injury 
“I was very excited. I was just ready to come back and help my team as much as I could. I felt really good at there. I just want the 
team to play at a high level and get better.” 
 
On if he was surprised QB Brock Osweiler played well in the second half  
“Not at all. Brock—he's a big, strong guy. You saw that tonight—breaking tackles and making plays happen. I just look forward to 
him continuing to be somebody that we can look to just in case something is going on with Peyton or if he has to step up. Both of 
those guys are really good quarterbacks and we respect both of them.” 
 
On his eagerness to put this game behind 
“Yeah, I mean you have to. It's one day at a time. You lose, you win—at the end of the day, you go back with your brothers and 
you go back to the drawing board win or lose. That's what we have to do and be prepared to play next week.” 
 

BRONCOS WIDE RECEIVER EMMANUEL SANDERS 
 
On the loss 
“You win some, you lose some, but at the end of the day it’s how you bounce back. Right now we have two losses on our back to 
back. We don’t want it like that but there’s nothing we can do about it. It is what it is. We have to get back in the lab and keep 
working and climb up out of this hole we’ve dug ourselves.” 
 
On whether it was more defense or offense 
“It’s a team game and at the end of the day. As a whole, we didn’t play up to par. Offensively, we have to put up points. We have 
to score. We can’t turn the ball over five times and try to win a ball game. That’s defying the odds. We understand that and we 
just have to improve and try to build off this. We have to allow this loss, as bad as it was, to drive us into the rest of the season.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning being pulled 
“No, I didn’t. At the end of the day, Peyton is one of those players that is going to bounce back. I know all week he’s been 
battling injuries and been in the training room the whole time. That’s no excuse and he’s not going to let it be an excuse, but we 
just have to keep working. That’s all I can say. It is what it is.” 
 
On QB Brock Osweiler playing well 
“Yes he did. He was extremely impressive. I think Brock’s been waiting for an opportunity and when it came he had a stellar 
performance. How he was shaking the defenders off of him and creating plays with his legs, it was pretty awesome to see.” 
 
On whether or not there will be a quarterback controversy this week 
“That’s not my call. I don’t have anything to say. All I can control is Emmanuel and that’s getting back healthy and getting back on 
that field and starting to make more plays.” 
 
On his injury status 
“Yeah I’m good. Obviously, the hit was so big that they had to pull the plug on me but I’m good.” 
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WIDE RECEIVER DEMARYIUS THOMAS 
 
On the offensive struggles 
“We have just got to play better as a whole. It was probably our worst performance since one-eight [QB Peyton Manning] has 
been here. We've just got to go back to the drawing board and see what we can do better. It's not going to be easy because they 
[opposing defenses] are throwing a lot of different things at us. We've just got to go out and, like I said, go back to the drawing 
board and try to see what we can do, and try to come back better with next week.” 
 
On whether it's shocking to see Manning benched 
“I didn't see that one coming. It was [Head] Coach [Gary] Kub's [Kubiak] call. That's what we've got to deal with.” 
 
On not being used to the offense struggling 
“I don't know the last time we struggled. It's just tough right now, especially seeing him getting benched. He breaks the record, 
but we didn't get [any] points on the board until the fourth quarter. It's kind of tough for the whole team, really.” 
 
On whether the issues on offense were about the Chiefs defense or how the Broncos played on offense 
“I think it's more about us. We could surely play better, as a whole group of guys, from receivers to the offensive line to the 
running backs, everybody on offense should have played better.” 
 
On the last two games being humbling 
“Yeah, the past two games, we haven't played good. People are going to say what they want to say, but we've just got to get 
better back here. We, as a group of guys know what we've got to do to be back on the winning side.” 
 
On Brock Osweiler playing pretty well 
“He didn't look bad at all. He was out there, he moved the ball, he scored two [touchdowns]. He definitely did good on his part.” 
 
On his response if people told him there was a quarterback controversy 
“I have no idea. I am not even going to speak on that one. I've been playing with Peyton for so long, and Brock's been around for 
so long, so I can't speak on that one.” 
 

SAFETY T.J. WARD 
 
On his ejection 
“I got emotional. I didn't really punch him. I don't even think that I punched him, if you see it, but it looked like a windup. You can 
take it how it is. It was an emotional game. A hard fought [game] for us, defensively with a lot of things going on that you guys 
weren't able to see. I lost control.” 
 
On what fans weren't able to see 
“It was their team as a whole. They were a pretty dirty team: The o-linemen, receivers and tight ends. They were doing it last 
game and they continued to do it this game. It took an effect on me.” 
 
On if his ejection could lead to a suspension 
“That's always something to worry about, so we'll see.” 
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On what happened in his ejection 
“I just answered that. They were doing cheap things all game, he [took a] shot [at] me again when it was an obvious touchdown 
already and I got kind of hot.” 
 
On the defense spending a majority of the first half on the field 
“It was frustrating. It was definitely frustrating, but we're capable of getting those stops for our team. It was a tough one today.” 
 

CHIEFS HEAD COACH ANDY REID 
 
On injuries from tonight’s game 
“As far as the injuries go, [S] [Tyvon] Branch is going to have his foot MRI’ed tomorrow. We’ve just got to see, it’s the foot that he 
had surgery on prior too, so we’ve just got to check it out. We’ll see what it looks like on the MRI tomorrow. And then [CB] Sean 
Smith has a knee contusion, and again we’ll just see. I think that it’s a day-to-day situation, but it was good to see him get up and 
get off the field the way he did.” 
 
Opening Statement 
“Listen, defense, defense, defense. They did a tremendous job, five turnovers. They were able to most of all get pressure on [QB] 
Peyton [Manning], and that doesn’t happen very often. You’re talking about a guy that’s going to go down as one of the all-time 
great players in the National Football League, and he can still play. He can still play. He just needs the time there and to be able 
to get his feet set. Proud of our guys for what they did there. [S] [Daniel] Sorensen had a couple of big plays. I’ll tell you, those 
two onside kicks were as big as anything, as big as a hit or anything else, so that was a relief. We ended up putting [RB] Knile 
[Davis] down, Knile Davis, not because we don’t believe in Knile. That’s not what it is at all. We’re trying to boost our special 
teams a little bit. We moved [DB] [Saalim] Hakim up, No. 26, so he gives us four phases on there. We needed some speed, we 
felt, on the outside there. He was able to give us that and he actually had a couple of nice plays. I mentioned to you before, he’s 
got 260-plus plays in the National Football League, so we’ve been able to evaluate him there, Dave [Toub] has, and put him in 
position as a four-phase player.” 
 
On the success of the game plan 
“Listen, I’m proud of the coordinators, they did a phenomenal job without the players executing. You’re always going to be a 
little rusty when you come off a bye week, and I mean it’s one thing to be fresh, but then you can also have that rust that has 
built in there at times, and we were able to pound through that up here in Mile High. You have the altitude factor too. So listen, I 
was confident in the game plans that the coordinators put together, but I felt that way last time we played. Heck, I just thought 
the turnovers cost us last time. We had them right there and we let the thing go. So we did a better job of that today. We caused 
turnovers, we didn’t have any turnovers, and against a good football team you’ve got to be able to do that.  
 
On cornerback Marcus Peters 
“Listen, I love his tenacity. You have to have a short memory when you play out of the corner. Now, he’s got to control himself a 
little bit. He got a little crazy there for about a minute, and then he settled down and was able to get back in and go. He’s going 
to challenge you, and if you’re going to be a great corner in this league you have to have that mindset, and so he’s wired the 
right way. We appreciate what he’s been doing, his work ethic and the things that he’s done. He’s a good football player. 
 
On Peyton’s lack of mobility affecting the game plan 
“No, listen, Peyton does certain things very well. He’s never been a guy that’s going to [make you miss] and all those things, the 
boot passes, I mean, that’s not his best stuff. He’d be the first to tell you he’s not going to be outrunning anybody, that’s not his 
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game. His game is get the ball out fast, taking shots down the field, accuracy, toughness, being able to see things, read things, 
needing a little protection. I mean you need those things.” 
 
On the Chiefs’ defense 
“I know how much our defense is capable of, and you’re seeing guys that are getting healthy and you’re seeing guys that are 
back now playing with us. They’re playing fast and aggressive football, and so this isn’t the end of the season. It’s important that 
we understand, this is a nice win against a good football team, but it’s not the end of the season, so we’ve got to keep building. 
We’re not near what we can be, we can be better than we are now. So we’ve got to keep the right frame of mind there.” 
 
On the outlook of the season after being 1-5 and losing running back Jamaal Charles 
“Yeah, you know, I keep saying, ‘I like this football team, I like this football team.’ I guess that’s what I mean. I know what they’re 
capable of, and we’ve got a lot of young guys we’re playing, and you need a little time to grow there. And we had some guys 
coming back, whether it’s [S] Eric Berry coming back from his situation or a suspension – whatever it is, getting back in the flow. 
I’ve always felt like the sky’s the limit for this team, as long as we’re in the right mindset and ready to go. So you lose Jamaal, you 
know you’re not going to replace Jamaal with another Jamaal. He’s going to go down, again, as one of the great players of this 
league, but other guys step up. [RB] Charcandrick West. Who was he before Jamaal Charles got injured? Now he’s a factor, a 
definite factor. Guys step up and they’re making plays. 
 
On wanting some of the losses back 
“Yeah, I don’t go back. In this business that’s dangerous. We’re going forward. It is what it is, we know we need to keep working 
and climbing the ladder and we’ve got it. And that’s a mindset. Don’t worry about that. We’ve learned from it, let’s go. Let’s go, 
go forward.” 
 

CHIEFS SAFETY ERIC BERRY 
 
On finally beating the Broncos 
“It’s a great feeling just winning period, especially a division game, that’s what we needed right now at this point. So we’re just 
going to take this win and enjoy and move on to the next one.” 
 
On his interception 
“I told [CB] Marcus [Cooper] in the second quarter and the third quarter: ‘When I get my pick, I’m trying to score.’ So it was 
premeditated already.’” 
 
On overall defensive performance 
“Definitely preparation. We’re a close group. We’ve been around each other for a long time and we practice hard, we 
communicate, we go out to eat together, we play video games together, so we just lean on each other and trust each other. 
That’s how we go out there and do the things we did today.” 
 
On what defensive changes led to improvements this year 
“Communicating. Everybody, we’ve got a great feel for each other. Like I know what Ron is going to do when he’s out there. I 
know what [CB] Sean [Smith] is going to do. I know what [S] Husain [Abdullah] is going to do. And they feel the same way about 
me. Those reps and that chemistry is very big when it comes to being on the field.” 
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On Chiefs’ first interception early in the first quarter 
“It lifted us up very high, but at the same time, we’ve got to stay focused because it was early on the game and we still had a lot 
of time on the clock. So we just tried to keep our composure and just understood that we had a lot of football to play, and didn’t 
get too excited. We just kept trying to make plays and take it one play at a time.” 
 
On the Broncos removing Peyton Manning from the game 
“I don’t know. I was just ready to play. We knew that whoever they brought in was going to try gun it and he was going to try and 
bring the team back, so we were just focused on putting on the pressure and making sure we stayed focused on the next snap.” 
 
On Manning’s performance affecting Chiefs’ game plan 
“I don’t know. I know what we did. I know what we tried to do. I know how we prepared for him. We just believed in each other 
and believed that we’d get it done, and that’s what we did.” 
 
On Manning’s health affecting gameplay 
“Like I said, we just prepared. We feel like [the Broncos] are going to bring their A-game every time – regardless of who’s hurt, 
who’s playing, who’s not playing. That’s a good squad.” 
 
On feeling after win 
“It was fun. It was exciting. But I can definitely say this team was focused. We didn’t get too excited. We didn’t get down. We just 
stayed focused on that play that we were playing. Everybody was just leaning on each other and stayed composed and just tried 
to get it done." 
 

CHIEFS QUARTERBACK ALEX SMITH 
 
On CB Marcus Peters’ interception on the first drive 
“Any time I think you’re [in a] division game on the road, tough environment, and then to start the game we did get the 
interception then driving down and getting a touchdown was big just to start fast like that, I think, as a team. I think from there, 
just kind of kept the pedal down, kept the momentum going.” 
 
On confidence in game plan vs. Broncos 
“To be honest, I think looking back to our first game, we did a bunch of good things. [We] moved the ball on them, a really good 
defense. I think we had a lot of success. I think the key thing [was] just the turnovers really killed us [in Week 2]. In this game, 
certainly I think in the red zone, [we] left some things there, would’ve loved to have been a little better, and it probably wouldn’t 
have been that close in the second half. But [we] won the turnover battle and on the road, and did the little things. There was a 
little lull there in the third quarter for us on offense, but [we] made some plays there in the fourth quarter when it mattered.” 
 
On handling Broncos’ pressure 
“They’re good. I mean, and at home with the noise, the front gets after the passer, they’re good on the back end, they’re 
veteran, they know routes. They see things well. You really have to be on it as far as timing and execution in the pass game. [I] 
certainly felt like we did leave some things out there, especially with [WR] Jeremy [Maclin]. I felt like there were some 
opportunities that I had looking at the stuff that could’ve gone there more." 
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On wishing to have some of the early season losses back 
“Well, I mean, yeah, absolutely. It’s obvious. But it doesn’t work that way. I mean, of course. It’s hard for me to respond to that. 
Of course we would, but the bottom line is we put ourselves in the hole we put ourselves in. We’re at where we’re at right now. 
Big win for us. There’s a lot of football left and for us to enjoy this and then turn around here to San Diego.” 
 
On Chiefs’ defensive performance 
“To be sitting there watching on the sidelines was really, really impressive. It may be one of the defensive performances in a long 
time. I think they got some touchdowns there in the fourth [quarter] withjust kind of clean up time. To get the turnovers, just to 
be that dominant, to get pressure, giving us great field position the entire game was just really, really impressive.” 
 
On Broncos QB Peyton Manning 
“It’s tough. I know him well but obviously after a game like that, their loss, it’s tough.” 
 
On feeling bad for the Broncos and Manning 
“Not much, to be honest. Listen, hands down, he may be one of the greatest quarterbacks of all time, maybe the greatest. But 
they’re the Denver Broncos. I’m not feeling sorry for them by any means." 
 
On finally beating the Broncos 
“Especially I think, the second week, the first game against them, it felt like we had that game won and let it slip away at our 
place. Then here to go on the road, they’re a 7-1 team and we’re 3-5, and to come in and play the way we did, they're the 
champs and you’re trying to take them out, and they’re the target right now.” 
 
On preparation for Broncos 
“Personnel-wise, you’re comfortable. They haven’t had a ton of turnover the last few years. But scheme-wise, certainly new with 
[Defensive Coordinator] Wade [Phillips] this year. But there was more film on them. We played them earlier and there wasn’t a 
ton of film when you’re playing them Week 2. There’s that unknown there, especially on a short week, you’re kind of going in 
and have to prepare. [We] felt good. We had a great week of practice. The intensity was high all week. [We] felt like we had a 
really good plan a really good grasp of what we were doing." 
 

CHIEFS DEFENSIVE END MIKE DEVITO 
 
On getting back onto the field after missing time 
“It was great to get back out there. I was happy to be out there with the guys. It was hard sitting on the sideline, especially after 
that happened last year. I don’t take for granted any snap that I get out there. I’m grateful to be out there and working with the 
guys.” 
 
On if Kansas City approached the game differently knowing about Broncos QB Peyton Manning’s foot injury 
“We just kept the same plan going, and [Chiefs Defensive Coordinator] Bob (Sutton) put a great plan together. The coaches and 
guys executed really well. We know that’s the type of defense we can be week in and week out.” 
 
On if Manning looked more vulnerable today than usual 
“He’s a great player. I just think it was great execution on our part; the guys were doing their jobs in all three levels. We know it 
doesn’t matter who’s at quarterback, who’s at running back, who’s playing o-line or wide receiver. If we’re playing our game, 
we’re unstoppable.” 
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CHIEFS OUTSIDE LINEBACKER TAMBA HALI 
 
On what this win means for Kansas City’s playoff hopes 
“It’s hard to make the playoffs. Only six teams go. For our guys to keep believing, knowing that we have a good team and just 
working together— working as a unit, not feeding into whatever people are saying outside of our locker room, believing we’re a 
family—we’re a good team. We have to go out there believe that and do it, execute. It feels good.” 
 
On what the Chiefs were able to do to limit Broncos QB Peyton Manning 
“We knew we had to put pressure on him. That’s the only way we had a chance. We had to put pressure on Peyton. We knew he 
wasn’t going to run away, so as long as we were in his face it’s hard for him to make those throws. He’s very smart, so he usually 
has pre-snap reads where he’s going to go with the ball. Once you take that away, at times it’s just hard for him to keep his feet 
in the pocket when we’re bringing that amount of pressure.” 
 

CHIEFS LINEBACKER JUSTIN HOUSTON 
 
On the general sense of being happy after this win 
“I’m pretty sure everyone feels the same way, but we just know this is a stepping stone to get where we want to go.” 
 
On the Broncos benching Peyton Manning and that being a good side victory 
“We can think about that later on, right now we’re just focused on the win. We needed that win more than ever and we were 
able to come and pull it out in Denver.” 
 
On benching Peyton Manning  
“That’s what they wanted to do to get some momentum, they needed some momentum and that’s what they decided to do. 
He’s a Hall-of-Famer, that’s Peyton Manning and you can’t take much about him.” 
 

CHIEFS INSIDE LINEBACKER DERRICK JOHNSON 
 
On the Broncos sitting QB Peyton Manning 
“We anticipated it. At that moment, we anticipated them making a quarterback change. It was going pretty bad for them at the 
time, and they needed to change up. He’ll be back out there next weekend; it wasn’t anything like that. Hats off to our defense. 
We did a great job on a Hall of Fame quarterback.” 
 
On Manning being benched for the first time in 14 years 
“Well, he’s almost 40 years old, so he’s not the guy that he used to be. He’s still a great quarterback, but he’s just not what he 
used to be. Today we had our way. He’s a different quarterback because he’s not in his prime. Is he the type of quarterback that 
he showed today? No. Peyton Manning is a guy that’s going to come back—that’s what he’s done in the past. He’s had a couple 
bad games in his career so this is one more on his list, but we were fortunate enough to do really good on defense.” 
 
On if Manning’s foot injury changed Kansas City’s game plan 
“No, not at all.” 
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CHIEFS LINEBACKER JOSH MAUGA 
 
On if the game plan as to have the Broncos bench Peyton Manning 
“We know Peyton Manning is a great quarterback and he’s very smart, so trying to game plan for him is always tough and you 
know we just have to go out there and do our jobs and hopefully everything falls in place like it did today.” 
 
On if it was different today than in past seasons   
“No, it’s just our execution. We know we’re good with our game plan going into the game and we just have to execute.” 
 
On if this game saved their season 
“You definitely want to think about that but, you know, having a win is always good and if we can keep it going that’s what we 
want.” 
 

CHIEFS CORNERBACK MARCUS PETERS 
 
On guys setting the tone on defense 
“It started in this locker room before we left. Our goal was all gas, no brakes tonight. It all started with [LB] Tamba [Hali], it 
started with [QB] Alex [Smith], it started with [LB]Justin [Houston]—all the guys. We wanted to come out and make a statement, 
and we did that.” 
 
On if this game the team approached this game differently 
“I feel like sometimes we don’t start fast and we’re always digging ourselves out of a hole. I feel like the last couple weeks, that’s 
been the whole theme that we stay composed and play good defense so we can get the ball back to the offense and we can all 
make it work together.” 
 
On if the team takes a step back when it gets physical  
“Not at all. It’s funny, it was just a competitive thing. I’m telling you, I’m just here to get my respect. It’s not given, it’s earned. 
Tonight I went out and earned my respect against [Broncos WR] Demaryius Thomas. We played a hell of a game as a secondary. 
We had four interceptions on a legend, so it doesn’t get any better than that.” 
 

CHIEFS KICKER CAIRO SANTOS 
 
On the team’s performance 
“It’s very important on an extra point or a field goal to knock those through. The defense, what a job by them to eliminate 
[Broncos QB] Peyton Manning today. A lot of credit goes to that. And obviously the offense was moving well, getting us within 
range and a few touchdowns. It was a perfect game.” 
 
On if Denver is a difficult place to kick 
“I guess (it can be) in the cold. We got lucky today. It was beautiful. The winds, you could barely feel anything, especially when it 
got dark. Today it was a perfect day. From what I could watch and talking to their kicker and punter, they said it can get pretty 
cold here.” 
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On if there is a difference kicking with a lead 
“No. Any time you want to put points on the board, even if you’re beating them by 20 or 30, or you’re down by 20 or 30, you still 
got to make them. Probably the only difference is you’re having more fun when you’re winning. Today it was like that. I was glad 
to come out of here with a win.” 
 

CHIEFS RUNNING BACK CHARCANDRICK WEST 
 
On his 80-yard touchdown reception 
“Coach (Andy) Reid called a great play, the offensive line did a great job of blocking, picking up their guys, and I just did the rest.” 
 
On his first quarter touchdown 
“Offensive line came after them. They came out and made a statement early.” 
 
On the Chiefs’ confidence 
“We knew from the beginning we have a great team. We just had to come out and finish every game strong and play together.” 
 
On if things got chippy between the two teams 
“It’s a game of football and that’s how a game of football is supposed to be played. You’re supposed to come out there, you’re 
supposed to fight with your brothers and you’re supposed to fight until the clock says 0:00.” 
 

 


