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Head Coach Gary Kubiak 
 
Do you know anything about DeMarcus Ware? 
“Well, he is our concern. We think that it’s pretty much kind of what he did before. Don’t know any extent 
or anything like that, so we will wait till we get back home. Other than that, we had a lot of nicks, but 
nothing real serious, so he is our concern when we go home.” 
  
Did the team lose their cool? 
“Did we lose our cool? I thought we kept our composure in the second half. We did do a great job at 
getting ourselves into position to win. Did we do some not very smart things at the end of the game to get 
the ball back, I agree with that, but we dug ourselves a hole as a team the first half. We showed a lot of 
character getting out of the hole and getting ourselves into position, but we didn’t close the deal. You 
have to give them credit. They were tremendous on third downs. Then we had one more possession 
there and obviously got into a tough situation. Just weren’t able to close the deal after battling our way 
back.” 
  
Did they surprise you on offense with the change at offensive coordinator tonight? 
“A lot more two tights, those types of things, which we thought we'd see. We thought we would see some 
of that because of the way - knew Rob (Chudzinski) from the past and obviously they have a couple of 
really good tight ends. I don’t know, you have to go back and look at the film. Offensively, we had about 
four or five big plays in the first half, and we didn’t make any of them. That could have been a difference 
in the game, but we never got down. We hung in there. I felt really good as we entered the fourth quarter 
with where we were as a football team, but they finished it, and we didn’t. You've got to give them credit.” 
  
Did you talk with Aqib Talib? Do you have any idea what happened? 
“I talked to everybody. I talked to everybody. I talked to the team, and obviously he has to keep his 
composure out there at the end of the game. When the game gets chippy and both sides are talking, you 
have to handle your business. That’s on me, and I've got to make sure that when he is out there, he's got 
to handle his business, but when I talk, I talk to the team. I talk to them all.” 
  
Do you think that the second penalty could lead to a suspension? 
“I don’t know. I really don't know what you are talking about in the second one. I haven’t seen it, so I don’t 
know.” 
  
Do you think your run game was not there today? 
“Yeah we got really out of whack there in the first half. We were aggressive, the plays were there for us to 
make, so we stayed aggressive and then all of the sudden we look up and we've thrown it 20, 21 times or 
something and running six times. You don’t want to do that. We did have some plays to make we just 
didn’t make them. We've been running the ball well the last couple of weeks and possession time has 
been good for. Today I'm sure, I don’t have stats in front of me, but I am sure we lost the possession time 
big time when it’s all said and done when they were as good as they were on third down. Our run game 
was not much of a factor today.” 
  
Peyton Manning really got into rhythm the second half. What was the difference between the first 
and the second halves for him? 



“In the first half, he did some good things too. We dropped some balls on him, and they could have been 
big plays. He kept his composure. Made a mistake with the ball in the first half but he kept his composure. 
Then we come out and make a big play the first third down of the second half. He had his team in position 
to win. He got us back into position to win, and we were battling. Like I said, we just weren’t able to finish 
the deal.” 
 
Quarterback Peyton Manning 
 
You guys hadn’t lost a game since January, what was the reason tonight?   
“Well, obviously just didn’t play well enough. We got beat by a better team today. The Colts played well. 
We got down early, got ourselves into a hole. Offensively just didn’t execute real well in the first half, did a 
better job in the second half and obviously put the game back on the field where we could kind of operate 
in a normal fashion and then just came up short there at the end.” 
 
You took a lot of chances down the field throughout the game, what did you see from them that 
helped you do that?  
“Well we hit one obviously, I mean we hit a few, I guess three of them it seems like down the field and 
that was kind of part of the plan. Calling plays so you’re going to hit some, but you’re not going to hit all of 
them. I think we try and do that every week, not just throw underneath the whole time and take some 
shots down the field. Hit the big one to Emmanuel (Sanders) on third down and hit a couple good ones to 
Owen (Daniels) and obviously had one earlier to Emmanuel that we just didn’t connect on.” 
 
How much different was the locker room at halftime with the punt return?  
“That was obviously a huge play by Omar (Bolden) and David (Bruton Jr.) got a great block there at the 
end and all 11 guys on there. We knew if we could get a stop and score and make it a one score game. 
We did that and hit the big play to Emmanuel. Then had a good drive going on the second series of the 
second half. Hit the big play to Owen to get down there on third-and-2. They got a good rush and had 
good coverage on that play so it ended up being a pivotal stop. We would have loved to get a touchdown 
on that particular series.” 
 
On the pick late in the game, what did you see there? 
“I think that 20 (Darius Butler) made a heck of a play, to tell you the truth. He kind of beat our guy to the 
ball. Obviously a good play by him, and had to throw it probably a little earlier than I wanted to. So 
obviously, a throw that I would like to have back for sure.”  
 
You had pressure, but it looked like you put the ball where you wanted it. It was basically there, 
yes?  
“Well no, not where I wanted it to go. I’d obviously like it to go in our guy’s hands, but I thought it was a 
good play by their defense, I have to say.” 
 
How frustrating standing there on the sideline with penalties not allowing you to get back out 
there? 
“Hey look, anytime in a game like that, obviously our defense has done a great job all year. They made 
some stops and we had chances. So, obviously you have to try to do your part offensively, and that’s kind 
of all you think about.” 
 
It was such a big deal when you came back to play in Indy two years ago. Did this seem like a 
different kind of experience? 
“Well it was just a road game, playing a team that came out and played well today. When you don’t play 
as well as you would like on the road it’s hard to win against good football teams. They are a good 
football team. We didn’t play our best, and ended up not coming away with the win today.” 
 
In knowing that there was the possibility of setting career milestones in this city with your 
connections to this city, did it lead to any emotion more so than if it were anywhere else and did 
you think about it? 



“No, I guess I’ve been in enough situations like that in my career where I’ve been able to focus on the 
task at hand. Trying to win a football game, and if anything happens along the way, it’s a part of it, and 
you kind of accept it. I guess I’ve had enough experience dealing with some of those during my time here 
or in my time in Denver. I feel like I’m able to focus on the task at hand, just try to win the football game. 
So, that’s what I was trying to do today. We had some chances, we just came up short.” 
 
Is it still strange at all to step into this building in the visitor’s locker room? 
“Oh, you know it should. We kind of dealt with that a few years ago. It felt like this time coming back, it 
was just playing against a good football team.” 
 
Defensive End Malik Jackson 
 
Was it a pretty physical game out there? 
“We were trying to make it physical. We tried to make it physical.” 
 
This was really the first time this defense has given up this amount of points, this many yards, 
what were they doing well? 
“Doing whatever they were doing man. They were just passing the ball. We kind of made some mistakes. 
It really wasn’t them it was we beat ourselves in this game. They were a good team, but if we would have 
done what we had to do on the defensive side we would’ve been alright.” 
 
I heard you say that this was a game that you beat yourselves? 
“Yeah, as a defense we didn’t play Coach Wade (Phillips) football. They got behind us sometimes or they 
ran the ball on us. It’s one of those things that you know, offense showed up today, but we just didn’t do 
enough to stop them from scoring points.” 
 
Inside Linebacker Brandon Marshall 
 
You found a way to get a spark there with the Omar Bolden return and with the way you started 
the second half, it looked like you were going to find a way to win again? 
“We just didn’t get it done. We dug ourselves a hole early, and we weren’t able to get out of it. So, hats off 
to them, they played a good game.” 
 
How tough is this because you guys have played so well and have always been able to find ways 
to win, but to not be able to get it done here? It looked like you guys had a chance there. 
“We had a chance the whole game. We never stopped believing. We kept working hard, we just didn’t 
play as sound as we usually do. They just outplayed us today which is why they got the W.” 
 
How much do you use this as a chip on the shoulder, motivation? It’s early on in the season still 
it’s just one loss, there are still a lot more games to play. 
“Yeah, definitely. We’ve got a little chink in our armor, but we just know that we got to go back to practice. 
Starting tomorrow, we have to watch the film. Get back to work on Wednesday and work on all the little 
things. We got beat today so we definitely have a lot to work on.” 
 
Cornerback Aqib Talib 
 
You guys have been a very good team obviously this year, so how do you rebound from this 
game? 
“We’re still a good team. Just go to work man. Same way you rebound off a win, we’re going to rebound 
off a loss. Go to work on Monday.” 
 
On the first penalty what exactly happened? 
“I don’t know. I probably have to watch it. From my angle I saw him head butt Von (Miller) a little bit.  I 
went over there and tried to poke his head. I think my hand slipped there and hit his face. He acted like he 
got into an 18-passenger car wreck. I guess that’s what type of guy he is.” 
 



But you were standing up for Von there? 
“Yeah, we just were Broncos. We just were playing hard at the end of the game. Emotion. You guys ever 
play football? You all ever lost at the end of the game? Well you can remember back to how that feels? 
That’s how it felt. I was just mad.” 
 
That’s understandable with the heat of the moment. 
“It was just heat of the moment.” 
 
You didn’t say anything to the officials on the second one in the end zone? Did they say you 
touched the official? 
“Clap, Clap, Clap, Clap, Clap, Clap, Clap. Flag. That’s all it was.” 
 
Did they say you touched the official? 
“No they didn’t say I touched him (claps hands repeatedly). I guess just hard clap. I guess something in 
the rule book it’s like a too hard of a clap, too hard of a clap flag. That’s the one I got. Yeah, that’s the one 
I got.” 
 
Did you get any explanation from him after the game? 
“I tried, I tried. I said, ‘Can I clap my hands? I can’t clap my hands?’ He just ran away from me though so I 
didn’t get my explanation.” 
 
Wide Receiver Demaryius Thomas 
 
On Manning’s second interception and what did you see on that play? 
“I don’t really remember that one, the blitz-wise. I know the backer jumped out on my side, and I went 
underneath him. I feel like I got pushed in the back because I wasn’t falling on my own. Of course he 
made a good play but it was basically I was going across the field and next thing you know I saw the ball, 
but I couldn’t really get to it because I was falling.” 
 
You guys seemed out of sync from the jump. What was going on in the first half? 
“With me, to start the game off we had a couple drops from the wideouts. In the first half period we could 
have done better. I couldn’t really just put my finger on anything else. It’s just basically we just have to go 
out as a group of wideouts and play better for sure. I think we’ve got to do that as a whole offense.” 
 
Safety T.J. Ward 
 
Was it anything they were doing? 
“No. We just made mistakes. We didn’t play the defenses correct. We were just out of sync. It was just 
one of those games.” 
 
So with T.Y. Hilton you guys felt like you had a good plan for him? 
“I don’t know what Hilton’s numbers were. He had one ball caught early in the game. Yeah, I don’t know 
the numbers. We just were out of whack today. We didn’t play Bronco football. Too many mistakes on 
defense. We didn’t tackle well. It wasn’t the scheme that got us. It was assignment errors and penalties.” 
 
Just a bad day at the office? 
“Just a bad day. You know how those days (can) be. We’ll bounce back. 7-1. It’s a long season ahead of 
us. Name the last undefeated Super Bowl champion, the (Miami) Dolphins. Okay, so we’ve got a lot of 
season left. We’re the same team. We had a bad game. We’re going to bounce back next week.” 
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Head Coach Chuck Pagano  
 



Opening Statement: 
“Okay, as far as the guys that went out with injuries. Mike Adams has an ankle, he’ll get an MRI tomorrow 
and then we’ll know more on him. Henry Anderson got a pretty significant knee injury. I don’t know how 
bad it is right now but he’ll have an MRI. Obviously, a great, great team victory for us. Hats off and credit 
to the Denver Broncos and Coach (Gary) Kubiak and his staff. They’ve got a great football team. Peyton 
(Manning) played great and the defense is tremendous so hats off to them but really proud, obviously, of 
our guys. These guys are never, ever going to quit. They’re going to fight no matter what happens in a 
ball game. They play 60 minutes one play at a time. I love this team. I love those guys. I’m really proud. 
The coaches and the players did a tremendous job, especially on the offensive side of the football. 
Andrew (Luck) played lights out. We ran the ball well. Had the ball almost 39 minutes time of possession. 
Huge at the end of the game obviously getting those first downs, getting the clock and getting on the knee 
and all that stuff and had the penalty. But guys made plays. T.Y. (Hilton) made big plays. There were a lot 
of guys obviously that contributed. The defense did an outstanding job, I think they had 35 yards rushing. 
Gave up some big plays, we’ll have to look at that, in the pass game but it’s a darn good football team. 
Really, really proud of our guys. It was just a matter of time before this thing was going to turn and 
hopefully we can use this to springboard us to continue the second half this way.” 
 
What did you feel the biggest difference between this game and the last two games was? 
“Well, I think we wanted to – the mission was to start like we finish. We finish as good as anybody in 
football but we needed to put together a 60-minute ball game in all three phases. I think the way we came 
out and the way we started and certainly the end of the half, I’ve got to tell, that’s on me. I’ve got to tell 
Pat (McAfee) punt the ball out of bounds. That’s totally on me. That’s not on them. We’re lucky we 
overcame it. The way we started, guys came out, there was a ton of energy. We got off the field on 
defense and put points on the board early so I think that was big.” 
 
How much was the offensive game plan different with Rob Chudzinski taking over this week? 
“Again, it was a really, really phenomenal job by Chud and the rest of the offensive coaches and those 
offensive players. Considering the circumstances and the time and the short week, you’re not going to be 
able to put in a whole new offense so to speak. We’ve got some time obviously now with the bye week to 
tweak some things, but from a terminology standpoint it wasn’t major, it wasn’t different. The guys just 
made a decision, ‘Hey we’re going to be efficient, we’re going to play with energy.’ They played fast. The 
plan was simple. Ran the ball effectively, play-action passes, made some big plays. Didn’t turn the ball 
over which is huge. Limited penalties, all those kinds of things. We just didn’t shoot ourselves in the foot. 
Again, it was great focus, efficiency. The execution for the most part, obviously, was really good. Again, to 
have that time of possession and do that well on third down and move the chains, again, credit those 
coaches and those players and Andrew (Luck) playing really good football today and all those things.” 
 
Andrew Luck said you coaches made it seamless in transition last week in all that went on. Is 
there anything special that you did? 
“I know they didn’t leave the office. Again, it put them in a tough spot but they all rose to the challenge. I 
think they just came out with a mindset that they were going to get this job done regardless of the 
circumstances. Again, played with great confidence, great belief in one another, execution, swagger, all 
that stuff. But again, Chud is one hell of a football coach and the rest of that coaching staff, I’d name them 
all, but they did a phenomenal job. Putting that thing together and making that thing work on a short week 
and against a team and against a defense, the No. 1 defense in the National Football League, was just 
phenomenal.” 
 
Was there a conscious effort to get Luck to run more or is that just how the game unfolded for 
him? 
“Things were not open down the field and he did a great job with that. He’s got to get down though. He 
took some vicious hits and he knows that. He’s got to get down and in some of those situations he made 
first downs and he moved the chains for us and things like that but he’s got to learn to get down. I think it 
was nothing was open down the field and he saw some lanes open up in the inside of the pass rush. So it 
wasn’t, obviously, by design. I don’t think any of us want that guy running like that. Love the first downs 
but love to keep him out of harm’s way as well.” 
 



After you took the lead for the final time and you kick off, we’ve seen Peyton Manning come back 
all the time. Were you nervous at all? 
“No, absolutely. Again, the guys did a great job and getting those first downs in the four-minute offense so 
to speak was huge and making them burn their time outs. The pass play on third down, Luck to Griff 
(Whalen) was phenomenal. Again, Griff was one of those guys that came in and had a great week of 
practice. He has a great week every week it seems, but the guy made a great play on that. To be able to 
get it down to the time that we had it and get the call there on the field goal and then be able to get to a 
knee. Obviously I’d much rather be doing that than have to kickoff and have to decide if we’re going to 
squib the thing or are we going to let Pat (McAfee) try to hammer that thing out the back of the end zone 
and give the ball back to 18 (Peyton Manning) who’s one of the best if not the best to play that position in 
the history of the game and you never want to do that.” 
 
When Darius Butler had the interception to end the drive right away that had to be huge? 
“Again, D-Buts’ play on that was phenomenal because again, best in the business, and it doesn’t matter 
how much time. It was a tremendous job by the defense there.” 
 
How much can you keep the chatter we’ve heard nationally and locally away from your guys? 
“Again, I think what you saw today was a by-product of our guys. That’s all we talk about is sticking to the 
process and controlling the controllables. We can’t control any of the outside stuff but we can keep our 
blinders on and our earmuffs on. When we come to the building we can control how we meet and how we 
walkthrough and how we practice and then how we play. All that other stuff it doesn’t mean anything to 
any of those guys and they did a great job of blocking that stuff out, preparing themselves and then 
coming in and laying everything on the line tonight to pull out this game and win this game.” 
 
Professionally, is this a very satisfying week? 
“I’m really happy for this organization and I’m really happy for those players and assistant coaches. They 
did a phenomenal, phenomenal job. We always keep things in perspective and we won a football game, a 
huge football game. But I love it. I love it for our players and I love it for our coaches.” 
 
Quarterback Andrew Luck  
 
How do you explain the offensive efficiency? What was different? 
"We didn't shoot ourselves in the foot. Positive plays, even if drives didn't end in touchdowns or in field 
goals, they weren't ending in interceptions and fumbles. There were a couple throws there that probably 
should have been interceptions, got to be critical of that. Guys made some plays, defense, special teams, 
complementary football and it got us a good win versus a very, very good team." 
 
All the points of emphasis this week you guys seemed to do. 
“Yeah, we seemed to.” 
 
You play from a different demeanor playing with an early lead like that don't you? 
"Yeah, absolutely. When you're down three scores, it limits what you can do on the field. When you're up 
a couple points, you can do a whole lot more." 
 
Would it be fair to say you guys threw underneath a lot more tonight than usual this season? 
"I'm not sure. I'll have to digest the film tomorrow to get that answer for you." 
 
Is that 60 minutes of football who you want to be? 
"Yes, absolutely. That's who we need to be consistently week-in and week-out." 
 
Why have you not been that team until today? 
"Not sure, I don't have the answer. I think it's probably a little bit of soul searching in the building - players 
- figuring out who we want to be. The truth of the matter is we have the pieces. That's pretty darn obvious. 
With all the respect for every opponent we've played, we were also committing some terrible self-inflicted 
negatives. I think, as I said earlier, we didn't do that today. The false starts and holding, it was maybe a 



couple here and there. Obviously got lucky with some dropped interceptions, but I'm not going to 
apologize for that and keep moving on." 
 
Was the scrambling spur of the moment or did you look for that? 
"Spur of the moment, yeah. It's a good defense. We needed positive yards. If that's the way you get 
positive yards, then yeah." 
 
Griff Whalen had some huge plays tonight. You're not surprised are you? 
"No, I don't think it's a surprise to anybody in the locker room or anybody at practice. He's where he's 
supposed to be, and he gets the job done. I realize too it's pretty special to be able to get to play with your 
roommate from college in big games and in the NFL. He's a heck of a guy." 
 
How much did you personally need a win tonight? 
"We all needed a win. No one feels sorry for you in this league. It was almost like a one game playoff in a 
sense. We managed to win, which is great. Now we're going to another one game playoff the next week 
when we play again after this bye week. That's the mentality we'll have and keep trucking." 
 
Was it apparent you had a different guy calling plays based off of what was coming in? 
"Yeah, you could say that. Also, sort of need to watch the film and digest and see everything from that 
perspective then I'll probably have a better answer for you." 
 
What was the emotional whirlwind this week? What was it like and how did it impact you today? 
"I think the blessing and the curse of professional sports is you’re on to the next week no matter what 
happens, right? There is no time to sort of sit back and - mourn is the wrong word, but lick your wounds in 
a sense. You're on to the next one no matter who's there. Your best friend may be cut from the locker 
room. A coach that you respect and love may be gone. You move on, and you have to. It's sort of the 
nature of professional sports. I thought the guys did a great job of sort of blocking out the BS and the 
distractions and focusing on football and practicing. I think as a player, I commend the coaches on this 
staff for keeping it together and giving us a plan, making it as seamless as possible for the players. What 
a great team building victory in a sense for this team." 
 
This has to be huge going into the bye with a win as opposed to a loss, right? 
"Very, very big difference. Huge." 
 
Cornerback Darius Butler 
 
What did you feel like you guys were able to do well today as a defense to get this win? 
“The guys up front did a great job against the run. They made some plays in the passing game, which 
they’re going to make some plays. Like you said, he’s (Peyton Manning) one of the all-time great passers 
that this league has seen so they’re going to make some plays. But we made some plays down the 
stretch to finish them and that’s what it’s about.” 
 
You get to 4-5 now going into the bye week and it feels like this team is finding itself.  What do you 
think? 
“I mean we need to. We just had to get a win. That was the biggest thing — we had to get a win. We had 
played good kind of late in games but we couldn’t put two halves together. We started fast today and we 
came out finishing in the end, so that’s what we needed to do as a team, as an organization going 
forward.” 
 
Do you feel like you catch a break with the schedule in the second half, because the first half was 
very difficult? 
“We got one game at a time really. We just beat the Broncos and the next one’s Atlanta. As far as I know, 
Atlanta has been doing pretty good this year. It’s another pretty good quarterback with good receivers and 
I think Devonta Freeman is probably leading them. According to my fantasy stats, he is still doing pretty 
good so we got our hands full.” 
 



This is what happens when you get off to a fast start. You’ve been harping on it for weeks and you 
finally got it done. That makes a huge difference, doesn’t it? 
“Yeah it was huge. Like you said, we’ve been playing good late in games and finishing games strong but 
starting the games have kind of been our Achilles heel. We got out there, started fast and we finished in 
the end in the fourth quarter and that’s what you got to do in this league to get wins.” 
 
What can this win do for this team, which has had a really rough month? 
“Well winning cures a lot, just kind of getting that win and starting it fresh almost. The second half of the 
season we got a bye week that couldn’t come at a better time, our guys get healthy and we got Atlanta 
coming up. It should be huge and hopefully it prepares us for the rest of the season.” 
 
Tackle Anthony Castonzo 
 
When you walk away from this game are you going to say this is how you can play? 
“Yeah, it was a pretty clean game. We ran the ball, we passed the ball, we scored points on touchdowns 
so that’s obviously how we’d like to do it every time for sure.” 
  
Does that make the frustrations more knowing how you played in the past and knowing what you 
can do? 
“I’ve said it before, in past games we’ve seen flashes of what we can do and what we can be. That’s the 
frustrating thing. If we can just do that all the time, I think this is the first time we’ve really put together 60 
minutes and it showed.” 
  
The importance of the quick start, it’s been a long time since you all have been able to put 
together a first half like that? 
“Yeah, playing ahead 17 is a little better than playing from behind 17. I don’t know how many we were last 
week and multiple weeks, but it’s definitely better to play with a little bit of a lead.” 
 
Running Back Frank Gore 
  
Is this a type of game you can turn the season around with? 
“It’s a big win, a very big win. Like I said, looking at our record, looking at the games, I take my hat off to 
the teams, but we also hurt ourselves. As long as we just keep taking it one play at a time, playing team 
ball and don’t beat ourselves, we’ll have a good shot.” 
  
How did the offense feel different with Rob Chudzinski? 
“We kept it balance. When they had their whole team in the box, we took shots. We made plays. I’m 
happy T.Y. (Hilton) came and played even though he’s banged up. He came out and was big for us, o-line 
did a great job, 12 (Andrew Luck) is our leader and he played great. As long as we just keep playing one 
play at a time and don’t beat ourselves, we got a shot. We know what we have in this locker room. We 
work hard every day on the field, off the field. It was a big win.” 
  
You’ve been emphasizing fast starts and you got one. Is this what can happen when you get out 
on top early? 
“Yeah. We got to start fast, especially with a team like this. They score anytime they want and with a great 
defense. Our o-line did a great job. We came out, went down and scored a touchdown. That’s what we 
got to do to keep winning. We can’t beat ourselves. Today we played team ball.” 
  
Outside Linebacker Robert Mathis 
  
What’s a win do like this for a team that’s been really down in the dumps the past months? 
“Dumps are pretty low, but a win versus an undefeated team like the Broncos is very uplifting. It does a lot 
for our confidence, just know we can play with anybody in this league when we play Colts football, we are 
a force to be reckoned with. We just got to do it.” 
  
Finally a quick start, that makes all the difference in the world up 17 nothing? 



“Yeah, they were hungry so we were able to buckle down and come out with the win.” 
  
You like going up against Peyton, don’t you? 
“It’s a great time, as old friends and him once he figure pout, you kind of get worried so you just got to 
keep playing football.” 
 
Kicker Adam Vinatieri 
 
What about this win and what it could do for this team? 
“That was a big one. Obviously we know how good of a team they are. Undefeated team coming in here 
and we needed to get back on the winning side. We worked our butts off all week long, never lost focus 
on what we were trying to do and trying to accomplish. Guys played really, really well. Obviously the 
score was close but without the punt return and that kind of stuff, we played well today.” 
 
The punt return at the end of the half, talk us through that one. 
“Sometimes on that one, it’s the last play like that. You kind of want to call it a foul ball and try to hit it out 
of bounds but they were coming hard off of both sides and we were just trying to get it out and get it down 
there. Pat (McAfee) actually killed the ball. It was a great punt. I mean it was a 5.0 hang time ball down 
the field. Just they made a play and it swung the momentum kind of for a little while and we had to fight 
back from it.” 
 
The longest in your Indy career — 55 yards. Did you know it when you hit it? 
“I felt like I hit it pretty well. Warming up, I knew we had that kind of distance today. When it left my foot I 
thought it was good, but you always got to look up and make sure it’s going where you think it is. We 
were celebrating and it was pretty good stuff.” 
 
Twenty years you’ve been in this league and you’ve seen it all. What does a win like this do for 
you moving forward? 
“It’s one win but it’s a big win and it’s a good win. They’re all big and they’re all good when you get a win, 
but when you beat a team like the Denver Broncos, a really, really good team. We moved the ball on 
offense when we needed to against the No. 1 defense in the league and our defense played really well 
slowing down Peyton (Manning) and keeping him off of the board. That’s an offense that can score a lot 
of points too, and I think it was just a good team win. Obviously we needed that one and we’re going to be 
enjoying this for a little while but we’re going to hopefully take this momentum and keep running with it.” 
 
Wide Receiver Griff Whalen 
  
What happened on the third catch you had going down there on the end? 
“My job was to find that open area right there, just like we planned all week and it opened up. Andrew 
found me right away and just hit me over the middle.” 
  
How big of a win is this for you guys? Is this something you can build on and turn the season 
around you think? 
“Yeah, I think so. We’ve kind of known all year what kind of team we can be so now we’re starting to put it 
together on the field which is what we needed to do.” 
  
How good does this feel? 
“Really good.” 
  
Is this the type of game you needed? 
“Yeah, I’ve been kind of ready to go all year. That’s the philosophy for all of our backups is just the next 
man up philosophy so ready to go.” 
 


