
Superstar Adrian Peterson's swagger good enough to 
stagger foes 
By Mark Kiszla 
Denver Post 
October 1, 2015 
 
Who does this Adrian Peterson guy think he is? 
 
There's swagger in the way Peterson runs and talks and laughs. The controversial star of the Minnesota 
Vikings is coming to town with the intention of knocking Denver from the ranks of the undefeated. In 
one breath, Peterson declares he could win three more MVP awards before his NFL career is done. A 
minute later, the 30-year-old running back insists he could have jumped directly from high school to the 
pros and been great. 
 
Peterson said: "Not to sound cocky or anything ..." 
 
If a football fan doesn't look deeper into Peterson than what fits on the screen of a smartphone, this is 
how his story reads: 
 
Peterson beat Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning for the MVP during the 2012 season by rushing for 
2,097 yards. 
 
And Peterson was banned for nearly all of last season for allegedly beating his 4-year-old son with a 
switch. 
 
One price of NFL fame is how we reduce men who play football into cartoon heroes and evil villains. So, 
when Peterson talked Wednesday with Colorado media during a conference call, I asked: 
 
Does it bother Peterson that complete strangers, who know him only from what they've seen on 
television, might conclude he's a great running back but an unsavory person? 
 
"Yeah, it does. I'm human. I'm not going to lie to you. It does," replied Peterson, hurt he's judged for a 
mistake that cost him 15 games in 2014 and far more in damage to his reputation. "At the end of the 
day, it's not something I can dwell on. When I hear it, I just take that little dagger and pull it and keep 
going." 
 
After a grand jury indicted Peterson last September on a charge of reckless or negligent injury to a child, 
the Vikings took away his uniform. After Peterson pleaded no contest in November, he was suspended 
by the NFL, although that suspension was ultimately overturned, in yet another case of league discipline 
struck down by a judge. 
 
"The first two months, after the situation took place, I was definitely feeling hateful toward a lot of 
people, because I had a lot of time to sit there and listen. Now, it is what it is. People are going to have 
to say. Your life is all about how you respond to the situation you're dealing with. That's going to help 
dictate the outcome." 
 
Peterson is back on the field and running with a vengeance. Through three games, Peterson leads the 
NFL with 291 rushing yards. His skills have not diminished. But has his love for the game waned? 



 
"A little bit," Peterson admitted. "In the sense ..." 
 
Then Peterson took a deep sigh, letting the events of the past 12 months wash over him. He felt 
abandoned by the Vikings, wanted out of Minnesota and, fair or not, was held up as an example of 
what's wrong with the NFL. 
 
"You can kind of lose some of the love, which I felt like I did. I just kind of had to sit back and tell myself: 
'Hey, these are the guys (in the Minnesota huddle) who you are really playing for.' ... So you don't cheat 
your teammates, because you're not as passionate or that love is not the same, due to how things were 
handled in your particular case. That's something I had to pray about. And I'm in a much better place 
now," Peterson said. 
 
"I'm sure there are some Vikings fans out there still that probably don't like me. But that's life. For the 
most, it's been a warm welcome. Everywhere I go, people have my back and they're not judging me off 
one situation. Even though you shouldn't judge, they're judging me off what they've seen in me for eight 
years, the work I've done in my community, the type of person I am around my fans and in general how I 
treat people." 
 
Child abuse is a social issue far bigger than any game. But I am also in no position to judge Peterson the 
man. 
 
All I do know: If Jim Brown is the greatest running back in NFL history, Peterson has entered the 
conversation at No. 2. What's more, if there's a superstar who brings more infectious enthusiasm to 
football than Peterson, I haven't met him. 
 
Yes, Peterson is cocky. But his swagger is served with a playful laugh. 
 
Ask him if there's a better running back in the league, and Peterson sounds stumped. "Umm ... umm ... 
Peyton Manning's got some nice moves," he said. 
 
Mention the possibility of being over the hill at age 30, and Peterson makes a cutback in the 
conversation so sharp it could break ankles. 
 
"Do I have another MVP in me? Yeah, of course," he said. "I think that was a trick question." 
 
Here's what I think: If the Broncos shut down Peterson, they will beat Minnesota by at least two 
touchdowns. 
 
But, in a league ruled by quarterbacks, Peterson might be the one running back with such immense 
talent and a big personality he could come to Denver and, much like Aaron Rodgers or Tom Brady, win a 
road game by himself.  



Pistol proved 'Bad News' for Lions, not Peyton 
Manning's Broncos 
By Troy Renck 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
Peyton Manning walked to the podium in his socks Wednesday. Given the description of him nationally, 
you figure he's so old and frail he just forgot his shoes or wasn't strong enough to pull them on his feet. 
Then he talks, and it's clear he's sharper than ever. For the second time in three weeks, Manning poked 
fun at the press, injecting humor. 
 
On the eighth question, he began story time when asked about a few of his highlights in the Broncos' 
victory over the Detroit Lions. It was more Jack Earle Haley than "Deep Thoughts with Jack Handey," but 
amusing nonetheless. 
 
"You guys are getting so desperate. I had like these big throws and it almost reminds me of the 'The Bad 
News Bears' when (coach Morris) Buttermaker was trying to encourage his team. He asked whoever 
keeps the stats — Rudi — and said, 'Look on the bright side. Two of our runners have almost reached 
first base and we did hit 17 hit foul balls. That's the spirit,'^" Manning recalled. "Well, two good throws. 
I'll take it." 
 
Manning delivered more than a pair of strikes. The inquisition was about two specific gems, not as if 
they were his only ones. Truth is, Manning played more like Kelly Leak, Haley's character in the 1976 
classic film, than Ogilvie or Lupus. 
 
Beyond the obvious stats — 31-for-42 for 324 yards two touchdowns —there lies a deeper meaning 
understood by anyone who watched the game. The Broncos have played long enough through organized 
team activities, August and the regular season to know it makes sense to stay in the pistol formation. 
 
They used it in the preseason, most notably in the third game against San Francisco, and employed it for 
all but three snaps at Detroit. It gave Manning more time to survey the defense — he doesn't have to 
turn and drop back to hand off like he does under center — and improved the timing with his receivers. 
Manning delivered a laser to Emmanuel Sanders for a big first down. He put air under a jumpball for 
Demaryius Thomas and delivered a cold-blooded back-shoulder 11-yard touchdown strike to Owen 
Daniels late in the fourth quarter. 
 
Manning looked comfortable, and safe. The Lions sacked him only once after the first two opponents 
dropped him seven times. 
 
"We operated cleaner. That's the best we have protected our quarterback," Kubiak said. "There were 
was some progress from that standpoint." 
 
More salient, the line held up even when Detroit knew the Broncos were throwing the ball. Denver 
finished with 19 rushes for 41 yards. The Broncos rank 31st in yards (171) and sit tied for last in yards 
per carry (2.6). The Broncos have no plans to abandon the run game, with Kubiak saying Wednesday, 
"it's something that we have to continue to press with." 
 



This week reveals why. The Minnesota Vikings harass the quarterback, netting six sacks this season, 
while completely suffocating San Diego's Philip Rivers last Sunday. If the Broncos can run better, it will 
open up play action. 
 
For now, the pistol represents a reasonable compromise between straight shotgun and under center 
work. Manning can view the field, amplifying his audible strengths on pass plays. Manning's footwork 
reflected his confidence in the offensive line's improvement. He shifted in the pocket, finding throwing 
lanes that were largely absent in the Broncos' first two games. 
 
"Obviously when you have somebody open and somebody in the front is keeping you from throwing it, 
it is nice to be able to get to a spot to be able to deliver the throw," Manning said. "I was able to get the 
ball to D.T.and make a couple of throws to (Bennie) Fowler there over the middle. The (Vikings) have a 
good front. You want to be able to throw it on time, but if you have to move a little bit to get it there, I 
think I can do it." 
 
The running backs insist the pistol will work for them, too. The traditional pistol features the runner in 
an I-formation behind the quarterback. 
 
"It helps the quarterback. It's not really an adjustment for us. We can make it work," said Juwan 
Thompson, who practiced Wednesday after suffering a neck injury in the Lions game. "We did it last 
year." 
 
The Broncos have used the I-alignment. They also have had the running back sidle up to Manning. Tight 
end Virgil Green ran the pistol at Nevada with the offense's inventor, coach Chris Ault. 
 
"The reason coach did it was to get to the backs going downhill," Green said. "In the pistol we can keep 
everything balanced. The defense shouldn't be able to key on which way we are running. A lot of times 
out the shotgun, the defense knows if the back is on the left side, that you are probably running right," 
Green said. "With the pistol, we will have the whole run game." 
 
After Manning's yarn, the Broncos must hit foul balls on the ground, maintaining optimism through 
consistent effort. And it won't matter if Manning continues to hit home runs in the passing game. 
 
"I am not going to say that you have all been too hard on him, but there are some people out there who 
are," Thomas said. "I hear it all the time. I see it, but I never say anything. If he didn't still have it, he 
wouldn't be playing right now." 
  



Sylvester Williams fined for hit on Lions QB Matthew 
Stafford 
By Troy Renck 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
The Broncos elbowed their way to the top of the defensive rankings with a blend of aggressiveness and 
intimidation. It has come at a cost. Wednesday, nose tackle Sylvester Williams told The Denver Post he 
was fined for his third-quarter hit on Lions quarterback Matthew Stafford in Sunday's 24-12 victory. 
 
The league docked Williams $8,681 for unnecessary roughness. 
 
"I am definitely going to appeal it," said Williams, who was attempting to tackle Stafford when the 
quarterback dropped to the ground, drawing contact and the flag. 
 
Wide receiver Demaryius Thomas will be not be fined for taunting after backpedaling into the end zone 
on his 45-yard score just before halftime Sunday. 
 
Broncos fined previously this season include DeMarcus Ware, who was fined $17,363 for his low hit on 
Chiefs quarterback Alex Smith, and defensive end Malik Jackson, who was fined $8,681 for his late hit on 
Chiefs running back Jamaal Charles. It remains possible Von Miller could be docked for his hand to 
Stafford's head on a passing attempt. 
 
Building on a strong offseason, Williams continues to play his best football as a Bronco. He has made 
seven tackles, two for a loss, and two quarterback hits. 
  



Does the Denver Broncos' offensive line need a new 
look? 
By Troy Renck 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
With C.J. Anderson and Juwan Thompson suffering injuries against the Lions, what will the Broncos do 
about their running back situation? Will Kapri Bibbs get a chance to come up to the 53-man roster and 
can he get significant playing time? 
 
— Seth Winters, Denver 
 
Seth: Coach Gary Kubiak remains pleased with Kapri Bibbs' progress on the practice squad. They will 
continue to monitor his situation. As of now, there are no plans to activate him because the Broncos 
believe Juwan Thompson will be healthy enough to play after suffering a neck injury against the Lions. 
Thompson participated in practice on Wednesday, an encouraging sign for him to play this Sunday. If 
Bibbs continues to impress, he will get his chance, either here or with another team. He is an NFL back 
but unfortunately it requires patience until he receives his opportunity. 
 
Troy, are the offensive line struggles simply an issue of cohesion, or is there more to it? I know Matt 
Paradis and Ty Sambrailo are still very inexperienced, but how about Louis Vasquez? Evan Mathis? Are 
they struggling individually? And should we expect a bigger role from Max Garcia soon? 
 
— Ian Johnson, Oklahoma 
 
Ian: The offense line played its third game together last Sunday. That is part of the issue. Zone blocking 
requires great communication, adjustments and nuance. The Broncos' group is finding its way. Matt 
Paradis and Ty Sambrailo have struggled, not unexpected given their inexperience. Paradis has shown 
improvement, while Sambrailo continues to search for traction and is now dealing with an shoulder 
injury that prevented from practicing on Wednesday. If Sambrailo can't play, the Broncos will have to 
figure out a game plan with how to use Ryan Harris and Michael Schofield. Harris played his best game 
of the season last Sunday, Louis Vasquez was solid and, perhaps most importantly, Evan Mathis is up to 
speed. 
 
He has improved dramatically from week-to-week, just as he said he would. Perhaps he misjudged how 
long it would take him to ramp up to game shape after joining the team in late August. Regardless, he's 
on the right track. It showed in pass protection for the entire group as Manning, using the pistol 
formation, was sacked just once against the Lions. As for Max Garcia, the Broncos remain bullish on him. 
To play much this season, however, it would likely be at center before guard. 
 
Considering the poor play of Matt Paradis, shouldn't the Broncos consider signing an experienced center 
like Brian De La Puente? Or this could "backfire" like what's happening with Evan Mathis? 
 
— George Herbert, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
 
George: The Broncos' decision to sign Mathis late backfired in the season's first week. But he has 
improved over the last two games, and should only get better. As for Paradis, if he doesn't continue to 
trend upward the Broncos would likely look internally for help. James Ferentz and Max Garcia would be 



candidates to play center. Switching too much creates major issues. They want to give this group a 
chance to gain cohesion. Constant change is death to a zone-blocking scheme. 
  



Broncos to unveil Bud Light Twitter vending machine at 
Sports Authority Field 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
The Broncos will unveil a new toy at Sports Authority Field on Sunday when they host the Vikings in a 
Week 4 matchup. 
 
The Broncos Bud Light Twitter Vending Machine, the first of its kind in the NFL, will be introduced to the 
thousands of fans who pass through the halls of the stadium. 
 
The machine instructs users to Tweet at Bud Light (@BudLight) and provides a unique three-digit 
hashtag code. Once the tweet is sent, the machine will dispense a prize, which will not be beer, but 
could be something pretty close. 
 
Among the potential prizes: 
 
Ticket upgrades to Bud Light Champions Club with unlimited catering and interaction with Broncos 
alumni 
 
Broncos/Bud Light skis signed by Jake Plummer 
 
Ski lift tickets 
 
Broncos/Bud Light wearable merchandise 
 
Vouchers for free beer at Sports Authority Field 
 
The machine, which will be stationed at the Mile High Cross Bar opposite sections 117/118 on the lower 
concourse (100 level), will give out 200 prizes on a first-come, first-serve basis to fans 21 and older. 
  



Vikings’ Adrian Peterson, Teddy Bridgewater, Mike 
Zimmer weigh in on Broncos 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
The Vikings (2-1) take on the Broncos (3-0) in a Week 4 matchup at Sports Authority Field at Mile High 
on Sunday. No current Broncos player has faced the Vikings in Denver; the last time the two teams’ met 
in Denver was December 2007. 
 
With the Broncos’ undefeated record on the line, here’s what Minnesota coach Mike Zimmer and 
Vikings players have had to say about the Broncos to both local and Denver media: 
 
MIKE ZIMMER, COACH 
 
On Peyton Manning: 
“I think he looks pretty similar. He’s been throwing the ball down the field vertically I think more in the 
last couple weeks. He’s made a bunch of plays at the end of ball games to win really all three of them. 
He looks the same to me. I don’t know. I have a hard time remembering week to week, let alone years. 
 
“He’s really tough, he’s really, really tough. The Hall of Fame quarterbacks are always really tough, it 
doesn’t matter who it is, but he’s extremely tough to go against, he’s tough to beat, you’ve got to be on 
top of your game. He’s a great competitor, so it’s a big challenge. 
 
On Manning’s pre-snap cadence: 
“He changes up a lot. He changes a lot of things — he changes the hand signals, he changes the 
communication that they have. I try not to get our guys too involved with that because then they start 
listening, kind of what you’re talking about, listening to calls, listening to plays and then they don’t play. 
I think it’s really hard to do — like last week, they’re all no-huddle and I didn’t allow our guys during the 
week at all to worry about things that were going on at the line of scrimmage because we’ve got to do 
what we do.” 
 
On the criticism of Manning’s arm strength: 
“It’s hard for me to know about his arm strength or anything like that. All I know is that I saw him throw 
a 25-yard comeback with a 10-yard drop on a perfect throw on the sideline. I’ve seen him make plays 
down the field at the end of ballgames to Demaryius Thomas. But you’re right, he’s extremely accurate, 
he gets the ball out very quick and he sees an awful lot of things. There’s probably not a blitz that we 
can devise that he has not seen. There’s probably not a coverage that we’ve run that he has not seen, 
and I’m sure that he’ll go back and he’ll look at tapes of when we played him before just like I’ve gone 
back and looked at his tapes.” 
 
On keeping younger players from being in awe of Manning: 
“It’s more about focusing on the job that we have to do and the job that each one of these guys has to 
do. I do think there’s a little bit of that when you have a young guy going against a guy like Peyton 
Manning for the first time in his career or even Adrian Peterson. Guys that are going up against Adrian 
are like, ‘Hey, this is Adrian Peterson here.’ The one thing that the players are always aware of at least, 
young guys are always aware of great players because they hear so much about them, they’ve seen 



them on tape, they’ve seen them winning playoff games and things like that. We’ll just keep trying to 
keep them focused on what their job is.” 
 
On Broncos inside linebackers Danny Trevathan and Brandon Marshall: 
“Back when we were playing the 3-4 we had a little bit bigger guys, but these guys are much more 
mobile. I think that they’re better in pass coverage. I think they get to the perimeter better and they 
have a lot of guys up front that can help them. Plus, a lot of things that Wade does with his pressure and 
coverage stuff helps anyway.” 
 
On the Broncos’ defense: 
“They’re aggressive. They play tight coverage, bump and run, they have got not just two good rushers, 
they have four rushers — the guys inside can rush, the two guys on the outside are obviously special 
rushers. The two linebackers can run. They’re giving up 18 percent on third downs. They can be 
suffocating.” 
 
ADRIAN PETERSON, RB 
 
On if Manning is no longer effective: 
“It doesn’t look like it to me. He’s had some struggles, but we all do, young and old. He looks good to 
me. They thought that he was done in Indianapolis, but he came back and ended up beating them 
actually the next year and made it to the AFC (divisional round). It’s so funny because in the world that 
we live in, you get caught up in whatever is said on TV or what’s printed on paper. That doesn’t 
necessarily mean that it’s true, but when you’re hearing this over and over again, people tend to start 
believing it because people are saying it. I look at that and it’s really ridiculous to me.” 
 
On the challenge of blitz pickup against the Broncos: 
“It’ll be a load for us. Von Miller and guys that are standing up — they’re good backs. They’re the No. 1 
defense for a reason. We just have to make sure that we’re on point starting with our front, but as far as 
the running backs, making sure that we’re hearing our calls and making sure we’re dialed in on each 
play. I know that they’re going to present something new to us. We can control what they’ve already 
done and they’ve presented on tape just by preparing, but just keep an eye on them and make sure that 
our communication is on the same page, execute and be physical. That’s going to be the most important 
thing this game: being physical to let other the other guys know that, ‘Hey, I’m going to come back with 
the same force to strike you again.’” 
 
On if he grew up a Cowboys fan and watched DeMarcus Ware: 
“Yeah, I grew up a Cowboys fan, without a doubt. When DeMarcus Ware was there, I was able to check 
him out. He was a force. He’s still a force to be reckoned with. It’s going to be exciting just to see him 
again and play against him and make him get his money’s worth.” 
 
On who is a better NFL running back than him: 
“Um, um. (Long pause) Peyton Manning’s got some nice moves.” 
 
On if the last year changed his enthusiasm for football: 
“Just a little bit in the sense of what’s really important. I love the game and I love the organization. I 
guess just going through what I went through, when it comes to the game — the football and how 
everything was handled in the NFL — it definitely makes you look at it more so as a business. With that, 
you can kind of lose some of the love, which I feel like I did, but I just kind of have to sit back and tell 
myself, ‘Be the guy that you’re really playing it for.’ This business is a business. Don’t cheat your 
teammates because you’re not as passionate or that love is not the same due to how things were 



handled in your particular case. That was something I had to pray about. I’m in a much better place 
now.” 
 
TEDDY BRIDGEWATER, QB 
 
On getting the ball out quickly against the Broncos’ defense: 
“They’re playing some great football right now, and everything starts up front with those guys. Those 
guys have, I believe, 11 sacks, which is first in the NFL right now. We’re aware of that, we’re going to do 
some things to try to slow those guys down, try to allow us to play fast.” 
 
On Denver’s edge rushers: 
“Those guys are fast and they get off the ball very fast. They do a great job of timing the snap counts. 
They’re real sound and we know that that defense runs through those guys. Those guys play with a ton 
of confidence. We know it’s going to be a challenge for us up front, and even on the back end those guys 
are playing some great football. We’re just going to approach this game with the mindset that we have 
to go in, be physical and play fast.” 
 
On what he looked for when he watched Manning play: 
“He was always in command at the line of scrimmage, it was always like a chess match when you played 
Peyton Manning. He’s always making checks, audibles at the line of scrimmage, getting himself in and 
out of the right plays. Protecting himself. He’s a guy who plays extremely fast and he’s been playing at a 
high level his entire career.” 
 
On Denver’s altitude: 
“I’m no scientist or anything, so I don’t want to look much into the altitude or anything like that. I’m just 
going to go out there and adjust as the game goes on.” 
 
On how much he pays attention to the opponent’s star cornerback: 
“You pay attention to it. Like I said, those guys are playing some great football right now, both of those 
corners, even (Bradley) Roby when he comes in. That entire secondary, they’re playing fast, playing 
physical, they’re aggressive. We know that coach (Norv) Turner is going to put together a scheme that 
allows us to execute at a high level. Whether it’s just taking what the defense gives me or taking one-on-
one matchups. We’re just going to go out there and execute.” 
  



DeMarcus Ware has discovered a fountain of youth 
with Broncos 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
Minnesota Vikings coach Mike Zimmer coached Broncos linebacker DeMarcus Ware for his first two 
seasons (2005-06) in the league, in Dallas. From what Zimmer has seen so far this year of his former 
player, Ware has discovered a fountain of youth. 
 
"His first-step quickness looks exactly like I remember it," Zimmer said. "When we drafted him, he was 
really strong in all of the combine measurements, but he is such a great athlete. I have so much respect 
for him. When I first had him, he was a young guy learning how to play outside linebacker, and now he's 
a veteran guy that's savvy, still has his first-step quickness and he has great strength and power." 
 
Footnotes. The Broncos currently do not have interest in former Colorado offensive tackle Tyler 
Polumbus, who was released by the Falcons on Tuesday. ... Former Broncos running back Montee Ball 
had a tryout with the New England Patriots. ... Former Broncos backup quarterback Zac Dysert was 
signed to the Houston Texans' practice squad. ... Punter Spencer Lanning, who was with the Broncos 
during training camp and the preseason, had a tryout with the Carolina Panthers. ... Former Broncos 
wide receiver Wes Welker worked out for the New York Giants. 
  



Peyton Manning asked about long throws, jokingly 
references ‘Bad News Bears’ 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
Peyton Manning can’t help but to make light of the persistent questions about his mobility and the long 
throws that now seem to catch spectators by surprise. 
 
On Wednesday, the 18th-year veteran was asked if his pair of long throws, to Jordan Norwood and 
Emmanuel Sanders, in last Sunday’s win at Detroit was a result of more agility work. 
 
His response, naturally, included “The Bad News Bears,” a movie released in 1976, the year he was born. 
 
“You guys are getting so desperate here,” Manning said. “I had like these big throws and it almost 
reminds me of ‘The Bad News Bears’ when Buttermaker was trying to encourage his team when they’re 
really bad. He asked whoever kept the stats — I can’t remember if it was Rudi or whatever — he said, 
‘Come on guys, get me the stats. Look on the bright side. Two of our runners have almost reached first 
base and we did hit 17 foul balls. That’s the spirit.’ 
 
“Well, two good throws in there. I’ll take it. Hey, I love it. I’m just going to keep trying to hit foul balls 
and almost reach first base. Maybe we’ll get on base on some point and get going. 
 
“Jordan (Norwood) ended up being in at the time, it fell short of a first down, but it ended up being a 
good play because it changed field position. (Britton) Colquitt had a good punt. We ended up holding 
them. Had we not completed that, you’re punting backed up and then what was the other one? I can’t 
remember. Emmanuel. There are so few, it’s hard to remember. I moved out. It was third-and-long and 
they made a little gain inside, so I had to move around a little bit. I know, I had to move to get it to him. 
Hey, I’ll take it. I was running well.” 
 
Manning, perhaps unsurprisingly, remembered the quote almost verbatim. He just confused his 
characters. It was Alfred Ogilvie. Not coach Morris Buttermaker. 
  



Ty Sambrailo, Broncos tackle, 'day-to-day' with shoulder 
injury 
By Cameron Wolfe 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
Left tackle Ty Sambrailo was the only Broncos player not out at practice Wednesday as he battled a 
shoulder injury. 
 
Coach Gary Kubiak said Sambrailo was "really sore" so he sent him back inside but considered him "day-
to-day," and he hopes Sambrailo will practice Thursday. 
 
Kubiak was unsure if Sambrailo had a MRI after the game but was not surprised that he toughed it out 
and finished the game. 
 
"He knows how important he is to us. I think he looked at the sidelines and everybody said no. He didn't 
have much of a choice," Kubiak said. 
 
Sambrailo was seen grasping at his arm and shoulder during the Broncos' 24-12 win over the Lions 
Sunday night. 
 
Quarterback Peyton Manning took some reps during the open period, but Kubiak listed him as a 
nonparticipant for practice Wednesday. Kubiak said Manning will typically have that day off throughout 
the season. 
 
Guard Louis Vasquez was at practice, but did not participate on his veteran's rest day. Kubiak said last 
week the plan was for Vasquez to be given time off every week. 
 
Fellow guard Evan Mathis (hamstring) was a limited participant. 
 
Denver did get some reinforcements in the secondary. Cornerback Kayvon Webster (ankle) and safety 
Omar Bolden (foot) practiced full Wednesday. Both were out Sunday versus Detroit. 
 
Defensive end (knee) Kenny Anunike and running back Juwan Thompson (neck) were full participants at 
practice. He, too, was inactive versus the Lions. 
 
DEFENSIVE PRAISE 
 
Safety T.J. Ward was named defensive player of the week by Gary Kubiak and the Broncos for his great 
effort in stuffing the run game and limiting Detroit's weapons in the passing game. 
 
Cornerback Bradley Roby had an interception in the first quarter. Outside linebacker DeMarcus Ware 
had 1½ sacks. And David Bruton's acrobatic one-handed interception was likely the play of the game, 
still it was Ward who stood out to Kubiak most on film. 
 
"The guy who didn't touch the ball played his best game of the year so I'm really proud of TJ," Kubiak 
said. 
 



VIKINGS INJURY UPDATES 
 
Did not practice — Receivers Charles Johnson (rib) and Jarius Wright (hand), safety Andrew Sendejo 
(knee) and defensive end Justin Trattou (foot). 
 
Limited — Linebacker Audie Cole (ankle). 
 
Full — Cornerback Xavier Rhodes (concussion/neck). 
  



Denver Broncos can flex their muscles in the wide open 
AFC 
By Cameron Wolfe 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
The Broncos are 3-0 with an elite defense and an improving offense, but who are we kidding? This team 
will be defined by how they play in January not September. A 12-4 record won't mean a thing if the 
Broncos are on the couch after a first-round exit. 
 
A lot of offseason questions focused on if Denver's title window had closed. But three weeks through 
the season, it appears as open as ever. 
 
If the playoffs started today, who would you fear as a Broncos fan coming out of the AFC? Of course, 
New England. The defending champions look just as good as last year. But beyond the Brady bunch, is 
there another team that instills fear? 
 
The Indianapolis Colts were a trendy Super Bowl pick. And after last season's divisional playoff win in 
Denver, Andrew Luck and company seemed to surpass the Broncos. 
 
But this season they don't look like the same group. Indy was pummeled by the Bills and Jets, and 
needed a wild comeback victory to knock off Tennessee and avoid an 0-3 start. Yeah, they could get it 
together, but that group just doesn't look like they have enough talent. 
 
Then there's Baltimore, who should have represented the AFC in the Super Bowl last season, if they 
didn't choke in the fourth quarter. But the Ravens are 0-3 and don't look like they'll even make the 
playoffs. 
 
Pittsburgh's secondary got shredded like swiss cheese by Tom Brady in the opener and now Ben 
Roethlisberger is likely out until November with a knee sprain. 
 
Outside of the main crew, Cincinnati, Buffalo and the New York Jets all show promise to go along with a 
dominant defense. But all three seem destined to fail with a lack of an elite quarterback. 
 
Even in the Broncos' own division, San Diego and Kansas City were finally supposed to have enough to 
challenge for the AFC West crown, but they both started 1-2. 
 
The Chiefs offense, despite offseason additions, still is dismal at best. And the Chargers just look like a 
mess on both sides of the trenches. Honestly, the Derek Carr-led Raiders might be the biggest 
challengers. 
 
Without all of their cylinders rolling, the Broncos still find themselves in the AFC's top tier. 
 
It's still early, but the way it's going they appear on a red-carpet road to the playoffs with New England 
being the main obstacle in their ultimate goal. 
  



Adrian Peterson on Broncos: Vikings need to 'hit them 
in the mouth' 
By Cameron Wolfe 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
The Broncos will face their biggest offensive threat to date when six-time All-Pro Vikings running back 
Adrian Peterson comes to town Sunday. 
 
He's well aware of Denver's prowess on defense. The No. 1-ranked defense is hard to ignore. The 
Broncos have forced 10 turnovers through three games, with many coming late when the team needed 
them the most. 
 
But Peterson isn't one to fear a defense. He believes any defense will wear down if you run at them 
enough. 
 
"I tell the guys all of the time that you're not going to win every play. You might lose three in a row," 
Peterson said. "But, the only thing that I ask of you is to get up, hit them in the mouth again and play 
physical. That sends a message to a guy." 
 
The Broncos have earned a reputation of having a no-fly zone in the secondary. Each time a quarterback 
drops back, there is a decent chance the play will end with a negative result, whether it be a sack, 
interception, incompletion or fumble. The Broncos have pressured the opposing quarterback a league-
best 50 percent of the time when they have dropped back this season, according to Pro Football Focus. 
 
But there still are lingering questions about their run defense. Denver stuffed the Ravens and Lions for a 
combined 101 rushing yards. But in between, Chiefs running back Jamaal Charles rushed for 125 yards 
for a 6-yard average. 
 
During playoff time, the teams who run the ball well and stop the run usually are the teams that 
advance. Peterson plans to test the Broncos on Sunday. 
 
"I don't care how many times he's whipping you. He knows that I'm about to come with everything that I 
have every play," Peterson said. "It's going to be big for us to be physical up front, and once we establish 
that, everything else will be a little easier for us." 
 
They call Peterson "All Day" in Minnesota, the nickname is a reference to how long Peterson carves up a 
defense. 
 
Peterson forced 10 missed tackles Sunday, and rushed for 126 yards and two touchdowns to help the 
Vikings to a 31-14 victory over San Diego. 
 
"We better tackle well as a team," Broncos coach Gary Kubiak said. "He's the best in the business, has 
been for a long time." 
 
The scary part is he said he's just now getting into full football shape after missing most of last season. 
He was suspended for the last 15 games because of child-abuse allegations. His return has sparked a 
boost in the mentality of a Vikings team looking to make the playoffs for the first time since 2012. 



 
"He helps with the physicality in the offensive line," Vikings coach Mike Zimmer said. "He helps with the 
receivers blocking and just the way he runs with violence." 
 
Through three games, Peterson is the NFL's leading rusher with 291 yards. That's 203 more than the 
Broncos' leading rusher Ronnie Hillman. 
 
As much as the Broncos' defense likes to get sacks and force turnovers, it'll be up to the Broncos' run 
stoppers — led by nose tackle Sylvester Williams — to contain Peterson, or face the consequences. 
  



Eye on Minnesota Vikings ahead of Denver Broncos 
Week 4 matchup 
By Cameron Wolfe 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
Vikings at Broncos, 2:25 p.m. Sunday, KDVR-31 
 
Vikings' record: 2-1, with victories over Detroit and San Diego. 
 
Last game: The Vikings pummeled the Chargers 31-14 on Sunday. Running back Adrian Peterson ran 
around and through San Diego linebackers to the tune of 126 yards on 20 carries and two touchdowns. 
 
Who's hot: Vikings defensive end Everson Griffen made 1½ sacks of Phillip Rivers, marking Griffen's third 
consecutive game on the sack stat sheet. He's the Vikings' best pass rusher. 
 
Who's not: The Vikings' passing attack. Quarterback Teddy Bridgewater is asked simply not to make 
mistakes. He averages 168 yards passing per game. 
 
Key stat: Peterson leads the NFL in rushing with 291 yards. His 4.9-yards-per-carry average is third in the 
NFL among running backs with at least 25 carries this season. 
 
FYI: The last time these two teams played, the Broncos beat the Vikings 35-32 at Minnesota on Dec. 4, 
2011. The quarterbacks in that game — Tim Tebow and Christian Ponder — are out of the NFL. 
 
Injury report: The Vikings lost three starters Sunday: Cornerback Xavier Rhodes suffered a concussion 
after a scary second-quarter hit, receiver Charles Johnson left the game early after experiencing pain 
and stiffness in his ribs, and safety Andrew Sendejo injured his leg. 
 
Coachspeak: "With these great quarterbacks, the more they're under duress, the more difficult it is for 
them." — Mike Zimmer, Vikings coach, to ESPN after Sunday's game 
  



Peyton Manning to speak at Coloradoan high school 
sports awards show 
By Morgan Dzakowic 
Denver Post 
September 30, 2015 
 
Broncos quarterback/legend Peyton Manning will speak at the Coloradoan’s high school sports award 
banquet that will be open to the public on May 17. 
 
The show will be the culmination of a brand new Northern Colorado Sports Awards program, and will 
honor the best high school student-athletes in northern Colorado. 
 
The athletes being honored at the banquet will receive free admission. 
 
For others who are interested in hearing Manning speak in person, you should absolutely take 
advantage of this cool event honoring the local high school athletes. He’s going to inspire everyone 
there, and who doesn’t want to be transformed by the wisdom of PFM? 
 
Check the Coloradoan’s website later for ticket information. 
  



Sambrailo questionable for Vikings with shoulder injury 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
September 30, 2015 
 
The Denver Broncos have concern rookie left tackle Ty Sambrailo may not be able to play Sunday against 
the Minnesota Vikings because of a shoulder injury. 
 
Sambrailo suffered the injury in the fourth quarter of the Broncos' 24-12 win Sunday night against the 
Detroit Lions. Sambrailo stayed in the game although the cameras caught him holding his arm while in 
the huddle. 
 
Sambrailo is officially considered day-to-day, so there is hope his condition will improve later in the 
week, meaning he can play. Broncos head coach Gary Kubiak said he hopes Sambrailo can practice some 
Thursday. 
 
"One thing about him, I know he'll be able to play smart," Kubiak said. "Even though he's a rookie, I'm 
not that concerned with (missing practice) reps. We just have to get him healthy." 
 
If not, the Broncos have several options. Their only backup offensive tackle is Michael Schofield, a 
second-year player who did not dress in any game as a rookie in 2014 and was inactive against the Lions. 
 
Ordinarily, the Broncos could shift right guard Louis Vasquez out to right tackle, but Vasquez has been 
laboring with a knee injury. Although he played against the Lions, Vasquez barely practiced last week 
and was held out of practice Wednesday. 
 
It's also possible right tackle Ryan Harris could swing over to left tackle, where he started three games 
for Gary Kubiak's Houston Texans in 2013. 
 
Sambrailo is the Broncos' second starting left tackle. He replaced Ryan Clady, who suffered a torn ACL on 
the first day of OTA practices. 
  



Broncos notes: Juwan Thompson fine after neck scare 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
September 30, 2015 
 
No one told Juwan Thompson what was wrong. Or if they did, he wasn't listening. And he didn't ask. 
 
The Denver Broncos' backup running back was a full participant at practice Wednesday, an impressive 
feat given the neck injury he suffered on a goal line play late in the first half Sunday. 
 
From the Detroit Lions' 2 yard line, Thompson gained a yard before he was met head-on by linebacker 
Travis Lewis. 
 
Thompson did not return. Ronnie Hillman finished the job on the next play with a 1-yard touchdown 
run. 
 
"They didn't tell me anything (about the injury) but I'm fine,'' Thompson said. "My neck got pushed in – 
both of our necks got pushed in. It was a bad collision. I still feel like I should have got in." 
 
Thompson's quick recovery means the Broncos are not expected to call up Kapri Bibbs from the practice 
squad this week for their game Sunday against the Minnesota Vikings. 
 
T.J.'s day 
 
Defense again won the day and it was T.J. Ward who the Broncos' named as their defensive player of the 
game against the Lions. 
 
Ward had nine tackles, including multiple big hits, a tackle for loss and a pass breakup. 
 
"I felt like anyone could have got that MVP,'' Ward said. "Not anyone, but we had a bunch of guys that 
played very well. I think as a defense, we were flying around so personally, I feel that MVP goes to the 
whole defense." 
 
Poise for Teddy, not Ponder 
 
There are many reasons why the Minnesota Vikings appear to have got it right in the quarterback 
department with Teddy Bridgewater after getting it wrong with Christian Ponder. 
 
And there is but one reason. 
 
"Just being poised and under control at all times," Vikings star running back Adrian Peterson said. "There 
isn't much that rattles him, and I feel like that's big for any player, but especially a young quarterback. 
That right there is huge. I'll say this: if Christian Ponder had that same poise, he'd probably still be here 
playing. That's how big I feel that it is at the quarterback position." 
 
Once considered a possible No. 1 overall selection. Bridgewater dropped to the No. 32 in the 2014 draft 
– 10 spots behind Johnny Manziel, 29 spots behind Blake Bortles and 31 picks behind No. 1 overall pick 
Jadeveon Clowney - because of scouts overanalyzing his throwing mechanics. 
 



But Bridgewater led the Vikings to a 6-6 record as a rookie – Minnesota was 5-10-1 in 2013 and 1-3 
when he didn't start in 2014 – and is 2-1 this year. Bridgewater and Peterson will bring a playoff-
contender into Sports Authority Field for a game Sunday afternoon (2:25 kickoff) at Sports Authority 
Field at Mile High. 
 
Welker available 
 
The New York Giants are concerned about the health of receiver Victor Cruz to the point they brought in 
Wes Welker on Tuesday to see how the former Broncos' receiver looks. 
 
Welker wasn't signed, but the Giants say a veteran receiver who has been dedicated to working out in 
hopes of continuing his career. Welker ranks 20th on the NFL's all-time receptions list with 890. 
 
Sambrailo coming on 
 
After taking on Terrell Suggs in the season opener and Tamba Hali in game two, Broncos' rookie left 
tackle Ty Sambrailo had little trouble tying up the Detroit Lions' best pass rusher, Ezekiel Ansah, during 
game three. 
 
"Most guys are like this, but you kind of only remember the bad plays," Sambrailo said. "I thought I held 
up alright but could have done a little better." 
 
Sambrailo struggled some in the run game, as did other members of the Broncos' offensive front. But 
Ansah didn't come close to sacking Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning. 
 
Broncos bits 
 
Denver's defense is the fourth unit in 10 years to record at least 10 turnovers and 10 sacks through the 
first three games. … 
 
The Broncos' performance against the Lions improved their ranking from No. 32 to No. 30 in total 
offense. 
 
Owen Daniels has at least one reception in 106 consecutive games, keeping him tied with Dallas' Jason 
Witten for the longest active tight end streak. 
  



No Bad News behind Pistol Peyton's mobility 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
September 30, 2015 
 
Peyton Manning controls everything. He controls the offense. He controls the game. 
 
He controls his press conferences. 
 
Pistol Peyton Manningvich was asked Wednesday about two pass completions he made Sunday night 
against the Detroit Lions. Both times he moved extremely well outside the pocket before throwing. 
 
On one, he stepped up on third-and-13 and zinged a 16-yard dart to Emmanuel Sanders. First down. 
 
"That one definitely had some heat on it," Sanders said Wednesday. 
 
On the other, Manning resembled Pistol Pete Maravich in the way he threw a no-look pass to Jordan 
Norwood. 
 
"I saw him scramble a little bit so I came back for him," Norwood said. "It was a good pass. It was a good 
play because it helped us with field position." 
 
Who knew the scramble play is alive and well for the Broncos with the 39-year-old Manning at 
quarterback? 
 
Instead of Britton Colquitt punting from his own 11, the Manning-to-Norwood completion pushed to 
line of scrimmage to the 28. Colquitt came up with a 50-yard roller with no return that flipped the field – 
from the Broncos' 11 to the Lions' 22 -- in two plays. 
 
Manning was asked if all that extra agility work he did during the offseason to get ready for Gary 
Kodiak's new offense benefited him on those two plays. Instead of talking about his jump roping and 
footwork drills, Manning hearkened to a scene from a 1976 movie classic. 
 
"It almost reminds me of the Bad News Bears when Buttermaker is trying to encourage his team when 
they're really, really bad,'' Manning said about the character played by Walter Matthau. "He asked 
whoever kept the stats, I can't remember if it was Rudi or whatever, and he goes, 'Come on guys, give 
'em the stats, look on the bright side. Two of our runners have almost reached first base and we did hit 
17 foul balls. That's the spirit.' So, yeah, two good throws in there, I'll take it." 
 
Bad News Bears was released April 7, 1976, or two weeks after Peyton Williams Manning was born. 
Clearly the Manning mind was developed to the point he committed the script to memory. 
 
Thing is, there was a sandlot element to Manning's game against the Lions. His passing game is usually 
based on precision, anticipation and timing. He completed several passes against the Lions where you 
might say were off-script. 
 
"I love it," Manning said. "I'm going to keep trying to hit foul balls and almost reach first base, maybe 
we'll get on first base at some point and get going.'' 
  



Adrian Peterson, Peyton Manning to share field Sunday 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
September 30, 2015 
 
Adrian Peterson, like Peyton Manning, is defiant against concerns of age. 
 
Peterson, at 30 years old, is old for a running back. 
 
"Where did that originate from?'' Peterson said in a 21-minute, candid conference call with the Denver 
media Wednesday. "Is that from statistics or what, a 30-year-old back?" 
 
Manning, at 39, is old for a quarterback. The Denver Broncos' quarterback has been hearing, or trying to 
ignore, whispers that his end is near. 
 
"Well, it don't look like it to me," Peterson said. "Obviously, he's had some struggles but we all do, 
young and old. But he looks good to me. They thought he was done in Indianapolis … It's so funny 
because the world we live in you get caught up in whatever is said on TV or what's printed on paper but 
that doesn't necessarily mean it's true. But when you hear this over and over again people start 
believing it. It's really ridiculous to me." 
 
Manning's Denver Broncos and Peterson's Minnesota Vikings will meet Sunday afternoon at Sports 
Authority Field at Mile High. 
 
For Peterson, there was concern 30 years was especially old for a running back who missed all but the 
opening game last year to serve a suspension following a child abuse charge in which he pleaded no 
contest. 
 
But after a rough opener at San Francisco, Peterson rushed for 260 yards combined in the Minnesota 
Vikings last two games, both wins. 
 
"There was no doubt in my mind that I was going to have it," Peterson said. "A year off, I'm still young. … 
God has blessed me with tremendous talent and healing power, and just will power and the drive to be 
able to do anything I put my mind to." 
 
Many outstanding backs have declined before turning 30 although there have been exceptions. Walter 
Payton had 1,600, 1,500 and 1,300 yard seasons after 30. Thomas Jones had 1,300 and 1,400 yard 
seasons at 30 and 31, respectively. Marcus Allen accumulated 4,968 yards rushing and 1,750 yards 
receiving after his 30th birthday. 
 
For many of the elite backs, it seems to be their 32nd birthday when they noticeably slow down. 
Peterson, though, has already proved he's a freakish physical specimen. In 2012, less than a year after 
surgery to repair a torn ACL, he rushed for 2,097 yards – 8 shy of the single-season record set by Eric 
Dickerson in 1984. 
 
Perhaps, Peterson can extend his football mortality. 
 



The 2012 season is something else Peterson and Manning have in common. Manning came back from 
four neck surgeries to lead the Broncos to a 13-3 record and earned 19 and a half of 50 MVP votes. He 
did win the NFL Comeback Player of the Year Award. Peterson got the other 30 and a half MVP votes. 
 
Asked at the end of his marathon conference call who is a better running back than he is, Peterson took 
a second to think. 
 
"Ummmm, Peyton Manning's got some nice moves,'' he said. 
  



Aqib Talib is on the Draft Kings Broncos Huddle 
By Rod Mackey 
9 News 
September 30, 2015 
 
He's been the best player on the best defense in the NFL, and Wednesday night, Denver broncos 
cornerback Aqib Talib is on the Draft Kings Broncos Huddle. 
 
Talib has accounted for two the the 10 turnovers forced by the Denver defense. That's the best on the 
team and tied for the best in the NFL. Talib returned his interception against the Baltimore Ravens for a 
touchdown, the seventh pick-six of his NFL career. Talib was also named the NFL's defensive player of 
the week in week one. 
 
Emmanuel Sanders, who is the co-host of the Huddle, has been one of the best players on the Broncos' 
offense. Sanders scored twice against the Kansas City Chiefs, including the game tying touchdown in the 
final minute. Sanders is second only to Demaryius Thomas in yards and receptions. 
 
The 3-0 Broncos host the 2-1 Vikings on Sunday. 
  



Peyton Manning, Broncos getting closer to the offense 
they want 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com  
October 1, 2015 
 
Those who have been around the Denver Broncos year after year, season after season, have seen what 
it looks like when the team craters its playbook. 
 
That was 2011 when, between an Oct. 30 blowout loss against Detroit and a Nov. 6 win over Oakland, 
the Broncos shoved aside a traditional offense and put Tim Tebow in a read-option offense for the 
remainder of the season. 
 
This, what the Broncos have done so far in a 3-0 start, is not that drastic. But they've continued to kick 
the tires as they try to find something that works for all involved, from Peyton Manning at quarterback 
to coach Gary Kubiak on the headset. And Sunday’s wrinkle – putting Manning in the pistol formation – 
is something that just might stick. 
 
“We operated cleaner,’’ Kubiak said. “That's the best that we've protected our quarterback. Whether it 
was the pistol or whatever, it's the best that we protected him. There was some progress from that 
standpoint. ... We played a little more effectively, stayed on schedule, and at the end of the day moved 
the ball better.'' 
 
The pistol, with the quarterback away from center, gives Manning the look he likes. And since he can still 
line up a running back directly behind Manning and force a defense to honor the run in either direction, 
Kubiak gets the look he wants as well. The game film shows the Broncos spent 29 snaps in the pistol 
against the Lions on Sunday, and Manning completed 11 of 13 passes for 118 yards. Overall, Manning 
was 31 of 42 for 324 yards and two touchdowns. 
 
Manning looked far more comfortable than he did in the first two games, moving well in the pocket, and 
the Broncos allowed just one sack after surrendering seven in the first two games. It was the first time in 
his career Manning had been sacked seven times in the first two games of a season. 
 
“It says we're winning as a team. I think everybody is doing something to help us to wins,’’ Manning said. 
“Some phases might be doing a little more than others, but I don't think you win many games if all three 
phases aren't contributing in some way. Offensively, we want to be able to contribute more and be able 
to do our part.’’ 
 
In the first two games, the Broncos had Manning largely play under center or out of the shotgun – they 
ran one play out of the pistol in the season opener and one play out of the pistol in the Week 2 win over 
Kansas City. But while the offense had some moments, mostly it looked uncomfortable. 
 
So the pistol, after its success against the Lions, deserves another look, even as the Broncos try to 
develop their running game. The Broncos are 31st in the league in rushing, averaging 57 yards per game, 
and are tied for last at 2.6 yards per carry. 
 



But now the Broncos see some hope in the passing game, and they will continue to see if a solution can 
be found in the run game, because Kubiak believes more big plays await if the Broncos can add a 
legitimate play-action element to the offense. 
 
Until then, Kubiak liked what he saw when Manning had to throw on the move as well as how the 
offensive line gave Manning a cleaner pocket to throw from overall out of the pistol. 
 
“We actually moved a few times,’’ Kubiak said. “We made a couple plays. [Manning is] really 
comfortable doing some of those things. I wouldn't say right now that the reason we're not doing that is 
because of something that I don't think that he can do. We're really not doing it because we're not 
running. It's all built off of running the football.’’ 
 
Manning added, “Obviously, when you have somebody open and somebody in the front is keeping you 
from throwing it, it's nice to be able to get to a spot to be able to deliver the throw.’’ 
 
It won't be easy Sunday. The Broncos' opponent, the Minnesota Vikings, rank 24th in run defense, but 
that’s because they let San Francisco rush for 230 yards in the season opener. In the past two games, 
against Detroit and San Diego, the Vikings allowed just 38 and 90 yards, respectively. 
  



What Peyton Manning, 'Bad News Bears' and the 
Broncos offense have in common 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com  
September 30, 2015 
 
Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning invoked the philosophical styling of Morris Buttermaker 
Wednesday when answering more questions about the ever-changing offense. 
 
Yes, Morris Buttermaker, the slack-shouldered coach, played by Walter Matthau in the 1976 movie "The 
Bad News Bears." 
 
"I feel like we're getting so desperate here … like we're finding these good throws," Manning said 
following Wednesday's practice. "It almost reminds me of the 'Bad News Bears' when Buttermaker is 
trying to encourage his team, they're really, really bad, and he asked whoever kept the stats, I can't 
remember whether it was Rudy or whatever, 'C'mon guys, look at the stats, look on the bright side, two 
of our runners have almost reached first base and we did hit 17 foul balls, that's the spirit.' Well, two 
good throws in there? I'll take it, I'll take it.'' 
 
The Broncos tweaked the offense in Sunday's victory over the Detroit Lions, putting Manning in the 
pistol formation -- with Manning away from center, but with the running back still directly behind him -- 
for 29 snaps. Manning was 11-of-13 passing on those plays for 118 yards as the Broncos won 24-12. 
 
Manning looked comfortable in the look, moved well in the pocket throughout the game and made 
several key plays, including a fourth-quarter touchdown pass to tight Owen Daniels when Manning 
moved away from the Lions rush to make the throw. 
 
Manning was asked about specific plays, including his flip, on the run, to Jordan Norwood as he tried to 
elude the Lions' rush. Norwoord gained 17 yards on a third-and-21, catch-and-run play in the third 
quarter. 
 
"I love it, I'm just going to keep trying to hit foul balls, reach first base, maybe we'll get on base at some 
point," Manning said." … The play to Jordan ended up being, at the time, it fell short of the first down, 
but ended up being a good play because it changed field position, [Britton] Colquitt had a good punt and 
we ended up holding them. Had we not completed that we're probably backed up.'' 
 
Manning finished the win over the Lions 31-of-42 passing for 324 yards and two touchdowns. 
  



Shoulder injury keeps Broncos' left tackle Ty Sambrailo 
out of practice 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
September 30, 2015 
 
Coming off the Denver Broncos' best outings in terms of protecting quarterback Peyton Manning, rookie 
left tackle Ty Sambrailo was held out of practice Wednesday with an injured left shoulder. 
 
Sambrailo, who was injured in the fourth quarter of Sunday’s win over the Detroit Lions, has been the 
team’s starter since Ryan Clady suffered a season-ending knee injury in May. The Broncos have tinkered 
with the offensive line for much of the offseason program as well as in training camp and didn’t start 
their first-team group in a game until the regular-season opener against the Baltimore Ravens. But after 
surrendering seven sacks combined in the first two games of the season, the Broncos put Manning in 
the pistol formation more and the team functioned better in pass protection as the Detroit Lions sacked 
Manning just once in the game. 
 
“[Sambrailo] has got a sore shoulder, did not practice [Wednesday], he’ll be day-to-day right now,’’ 
Kubiak said. 
 
The Broncos also held right guard Louis Vasquez (knee) out of practice as “a rest day" Wednesday, so 
the Broncos were moving players in and out in the offensive line in the practice. Manning took part in 
the team’s walk-through and the early-practice stretch and warm-ups, but he too was held out of team 
drills Wednesday as a rest day. 
 
Kubiak said was hopeful Sambrailo could practice on at least a limited basis Thursday, but that the team 
would be willing to play Sambrailo Sunday against the Minnesota Vikings even with limited practice 
work this week if Sambrailo was healthy enough to play this weekend. 
 
“I hope [Thursday], we’ll see, he’s really sore," Kubiak said. “One thing about him I know he will be able 
to play smart, even though he’s a rookie I’m not that concerned about the (practice) reps we just got to 
get him ready." 
 
Sambrailo suffered the injury when he landed awkwardly in an attempt to block Lions cornerback 
Rashean Mathis with 13 minutes, 25 seconds left in Sunday’s game. Following the next play, a false start 
by Broncos center Matt Paradis, Sambrailo grabbed his left wrist between plays to support the injured 
shoulder throughout the remainder of the game. 
 
He remained in the game following the injury and played every snap on offense. Asked Wednesday if he 
was surprised Sambrailo stayed in the game, Kubiak said: 
 
“Not the kid I’m around every day, he’s a tough kid and he knows how important he is to us." 
 
Also for the Broncos running back Juwan Thompson (neck), who left Sunday’s game in the third quarter 
and did not return, practiced fully Wednesday, as did running back C.J. Anderson. Anderson briefly left 
Sunday’s game to be evaluated for a concussion, but was cleared to return to the game and finished 
things out as the Broncos’ lead back. 
  



Thursday NFL preview: Will Jeffery and Murray be ready 
for Sunday? 
By Jeff Legwold and ESPN.com Staff 
ESPN.com 
October 1, 2015 
 
NFL Nation reporters look ahead to what Thursday has in store for each team. 
 
AFC EAST 
 
Buffalo Bills: The strongest signs of LeSean McCoy and Sammy Watkins' availability for Sunday's game 
against the Giants came from Rex Ryan on WFAN radio Wednesday afternoon. Ryan said that Watkins 
"probably" will not play, and that McCoy doesn't have a great chance of seeing the field. Don't expect 
either player to practice Thursday. -- Mike Rodak 
 
Miami Dolphins: The Dolphins are focusing on generating more of a pass-rush this week. Miami is last in 
the NFL with just one sack in three games, which was unexpected with star defensive linemen, such as 
Cameron Wake and Ndamukong Suh. -- James Walker 
 
New England Patriots: Patriots players are off from Thursday through Sunday on their bye week, and 
some are looking forward to heading back to their alma maters. Undrafted rookie center David 
Andrews, for example, talked about his excitement of returning to Georgia for Saturday's game against 
Alabama. Andrews, in a surprising turn of events, is the only Patriots offensive player to be on the field 
for every snap through three games. -- Mike Reiss 
 
New York Jets: Thursday is a critical day of preparation for the Jets, as they fly to London after practice. 
They're scheduled for a light practice Friday across the pond, but it'll be tough to make corrections and 
adjustments after a redeye because of sleep deprivation and a five-hour time change. Thursday has to 
be a crisp practice. -- Rich Cimini 
 
AFC NORTH 
 
Baltimore Ravens: Steelers wide receiver Antonio Brown is hot, and Ravens cornerback Jimmy Smith is 
not. Still, history says Brown might have a tougher time than expected against a struggling Baltimore 
secondary. Brown has been held to less than 100 yards receiving in each of the three games Smith has 
started against the Steelers. The Ravens also catch a break with Michael Vick at quarterback instead of 
Ben Roethlisberger. Vick has thrown two touchdowns and three interceptions in three career games 
against Baltimore. -- Jamison Hensley 
 
Cincinnati Bengals: Giovani Bernard's 5.7 yards per carry average may be turning heads in Cincinnati, but 
it's his growing knack for picking up blitzes that could be a difference-maker for the Bengals on Sunday 
when they host the Chiefs. The smaller-statured back locked up with blitzing linebackers on both of 
Cincinnati's key fourth-quarter touchdown passes in last week's win at Baltimore. With the 2014 sack 
leader, Justin Houston, coming to town this week, Bernard -- and fellow RB Jeremy Hill -- will have to 
know where the Chiefs linebacker is at all times. -- Coley Harvey 
 



Cleveland Browns: The Browns have given up 158.3 rushing yards per game through three games. 
Defensive coordinator Jim O'Neil meets the media on Thursday, when he'll certainly be asked about his 
unit's early struggles. -- Pat McManamon 
 
Pittsburgh Steelers: Despite spot duty on short notice, Michael Vick could have a big night against the 
Ravens, who are allowing the third-most fantasy points to opposing quarterbacks at 20.3, according to 
ESPN Fantasy data. Vick has enough weapons around him to succeed. -- Jeremy Fowler 
 
AFC SOUTH 
 
Houston Texans: Texans defensive end J.J. Watt and Falcons receiver Julio Jones have mutual admiration 
for each other. Told Jones praised his work ethic, Watt returned the compliment. "He's a physical freak 
for a reason, because he puts in the work," Watt said. "Some of the things that he does on the field, 
both from a speed aspect and a strength aspect, he's a pretty incredible player to watch." -- Tania 
Ganguli 
 
Indianapolis Colts: The Colts aren't overly concerned about Andrew Luck's right shoulder injury. If he's 
back on the practice field Thursday, it's safe to assume he's playing on Sunday against the Jaguars. 
Veteran receiver Andre Johnson and linebacker Robert Mathis should also practice after having 
Wednesday off to rest. -- Mike Wells 
 
Jacksonville Jaguars: Coach Gus Bradley said the news that Andrew Luck has a right (throwing) shoulder 
injury doesn't impact the way they're preparing for Sunday's game. There's no denying it's a huge 
benefit for the Jaguars if Luck is limited. He has thrown for 1,702 yards and 10 TDs in six games against 
Jacksonville. -- Mike DiRocco 
 
Tennessee Titans: The idle Titans are now off until Monday, when they return to Nashville and begin to 
prepare for the Bills. Quite a few players said they will watch the Bills against the Giants on Sunday. -- 
Paul Kuharsky 
 
AFC WEST 
 
Denver Broncos: The Broncos will hope for the best with rookie left tackle Ty Sambrailo, who did not 
practice Wednesday after suffering a left shoulder injury in the fourth quarter of Sunday night's win in 
Detroit. It is a point of concern for the Broncos since Sambrailo is already in the lineup because of Ryan 
Clady's season-ending injury in May. Coach Gary Kubiak said he hoped Sambrailo could practice at least 
some Thursday, but also added Sambrailo "plays smart,'' so if he's healthy enough he could play on 
Sunday against the Vikings without many practice reps. -- Jeff Legwold 
 
Kansas City Chiefs: One offensive focus as the Chiefs prepare for Sunday's game at Cincinnati is to 
improve on third downs. Kansas City has converted on just 17 percent of it third-down plays, worst in 
the league. "We've had a bunch of mental errors, we've had penalties,'' quarterback Alex Smith said. 
"We've put ourselves in third-and-longs.'' -- Adam Teicher 
 
Oakland Raiders: With Aldon Smith playing more in base defense and with Khalil Mack playing more 
linebacker than he has been, Ray-Ray Armstrong's repetitions went way down in Week 3 after being a 
starter the past two games. Also, after starting in Week 2, safety Taylor Mays didn't play on defense 
because Oakland used cornerback T.J. Carrie some at safety, while giving newly claimed cornerback 
David Amerson reps at CB. Expect these changes to remain the same. The Raiders were more 
competitive on defense in Week 3 than in the first two games. -- Bill Williamson 



 
San Diego Chargers: With three starting offensive linemen missing practice on Wednesday due to injury, 
San Diego likely will go with its third different starting offensive line combination in four games. But 
reserve center Trevor Robinson said the Chargers still can execute the team's offense. "I'm confident in 
myself and I'm confident in everybody, whoever those five are," Robinson said "I don't know who it's 
going to be, but I'm confident we can give ourselves a chance to win." -- Eric D. Williams 
 
NFC EAST 
 
Dallas Cowboys: The Cowboys have not been a team that's afraid to take shots down the field in the 
past, and Brandon Weeden said he should have more chances to do so against New Orleans than last 
week versus Atlanta. But Weeden said his top priority is protecting the football. He needs to find that 
balance of aggressiveness and patience. In last year's game against the Saints, Tony Romo completed 22 
of 29 passes for 262 yards. The Cowboys had only two pass plays of more than 20 yards, but they still 
scored 38 points. -- Todd Archer 
 
New York Giants: Victor Cruz's calf setback is disappointing, but the Giants haven't had him all year and 
have been able to operate their passing game just fine. Expect them to continue to try to feed the ball to 
Odell Beckham Jr. The bigger absence from practice Wednesday may have been Daniel Fells, the team's 
best blocking tight end. The Giants were extremely limited in the run game with Fells absent against the 
Falcons in Week 2 and will have a hard time running the ball against Buffalo's front even if he is in there, 
let alone if he has to miss the game. -- Dan Graziano 
 
Philadelphia Eagles: The Eagles have a couple of issues hanging over their heads as they go into their last 
full practice of the week. Can left tackle Jason Peters be ready? How does that affect Matt Tobin, who is 
expected to start for Andrew Gardner at right guard? And will DeMarco Murray's hamstring hold up well 
enough for him to be ready to play Sunday at Washington? -- Phil Sheridan 
 
Washington Redskins: Redskins quarterback Kirk Cousins played one stellar half versus the Eagles last 
season, then an inconsistent one in a 37-34 loss. He finished with 427 yards passing, three touchdowns 
and one interception. What struck him most when re-watching that game was how different he looked 
as a quarterback in terms of fundamentals. Cousins said he's much better now than he was last 
September, and it was evident to him on film. -- John Keim 
 
NFC NORTH 
 
Chicago Bears: Jay Cutler is on the mend. The 32-year-old quarterback is expected to practice again on 
Thursday, raising hopes that Cutler can return soon from a hamstring injury. The health of Alshon Jeffery 
(hamstring) will be a hot topic on Thursday after Jeffery practiced in limited fashion on Wednesday. The 
Bears may have to sign a free-agent punter if Pat O'Donnell's knee injury doesn't improve by week's end. 
The team is scheduled to re-examine O'Donnell on Thursday before deciding whether to add another 
punter to the roster for the Raiders game. -- Jeff Dickerson 
 
Detroit Lions: As Golden Tate prepares to face his former teammates in Seattle, the focus on Thursday 
will be his comments about Detroit's predictable play calling. You can bet coach Jim Caldwell and 
Matthew Stafford will be asked about it on Thursday, and with Joe Lombardi speaking Friday, this will be 
a topic of conversation all week. -- Michael Rothstein 
 
Green Bay Packers: It looks like Aaron Rodgers may have to make due without receiver Davante Adams. 
He was in a walking boot on Wednesday to protect his sprained ankle. He limped off the field after just 



three plays on Monday night, and even though he said it's not a high ankle sprain, it could keep Adams 
out of Sunday's game at the 49ers. -- Rob Demovsky 
 
Minnesota Vikings: The Vikings will have to monitor the health of wide receiver Jarius Wright, who did 
not practice Wednesday because of a hand injury. The team was already without wide receiver Charles 
Johnson on Wednesday because of a rib injury, and could have two of its top three receivers at less than 
100 percent -- or out -- on Sunday against Denver. -- Ben Goessling 
 
NFC SOUTH 
 
Atlanta Falcons: Receiver/return specialist Devin Hester wasn't supposed to return to practice 
Wednesday but ended up being limited coming off his turf toe injury. Hester missed the first three 
games due to the injury, which he aggravated during the third preseason game. It required at least four 
weeks to heal, so Hester seems right on track, although there's no guarantee he'll play against the 
Texans on Sunday. -- Vaughn McClure 
 
Carolina Panthers: With new defensive end Jared Allen comfortable back at right defensive end in a 4-3 
scheme and Kony Ealy moved to the left side, the focus returns to when middle linebacker Luke Kuechly 
will be cleared from the concussion protocol. There are no signs yet that it will be for Sunday's game at 
Tampa Bay. Since the Panthers are 3-0 without him, the thinking might be to sit him through the 
upcoming bye week so he has a full month to recover. -- David Newton 
 
New Orleans Saints: By trading away defensive end Akiem Hicks, the Saints are putting even more faith 
in a young, inexperienced group of defensive linemen. Hicks was replaced in the base defense by 
undrafted rookie Bobby Richardson over the past two weeks. And the Saints' four backup defensive 
linemen are all rookies, as well (fifth-round pick Tyeler Davison and undrafted Tavaris Barnes, Kaleb Eulls 
and Obum Gwacham). The Saints were disappointed in Hicks' sagging production, but they should still 
expect some inconsistency and growing pains up front. -- Mike Triplett 
 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers: Coach Lovie Smith continues to emphasize the chance to improve to 2-0 within 
the NFC South with a victory over the Carolina Panthers on Sunday. He made an appropriate boxing 
reference Wednesday, when he said, "In order for you to say that you're ready to make a move, you've 
got to knock out the champ." A victory over the Panthers, who have won the NFC South two consecutive 
times, would serve as a needed boost for a team that lost momentum with a poor showing in Houston 
during Week 3. -- Andrew Astleford 
 
NFC WEST 
 
Arizona Cardinals: Bruce Arians said Mike Iupati's will make the call on whether he plays on Sunday, but 
Thursday brings another opportunity to evaluate RB Andre Ellington, who's still 50-50 for Sunday with a 
knee injury. -- Josh Weinfuss 
 
St. Louis Rams: Running back Todd Gurley is expected to see his role increase as the weeks go on, but he 
said he has some adjustments to make before he's back at full speed. At Georgia, Gurley rarely ran 
outsize zone plays, which requires patience he hasn't yet developed. He is also focused on getting his 
strength up to where it was before the knee injury so he can break tackles. Those are two things to keep 
an eye on with Gurley moving forward. -- Nick Wagoner 
 
San Francisco 49ers: Running back Reggie Bush returned to practice for the Niners on Wednesday, his 
first time suiting up since straining his left calf in the season opener on Sept. 14. His presence as a 



playmaker should take some of the stress off of beleaguered QB Colin Kaepernick as the 49ers prepare 
for the Packers. -- Paul Gutierrez 
 
Seattle Seahawks: Pete Carroll said that RB Thomas Rawls was one of his guys during the scouting 
process last offseason. Carroll liked Rawls' violent style, and the Seahawks signed him as an undrafted 
free agent. Through three games, Rawls is averaging 6.1 yards per carry on 18 attempts. Regardless of 
whether Marshawn Lynch plays Monday night (hamstring), look for Rawls to get touches. -- Sheil 
Kapadia 
  



Manning harkens to 'Bad News Bears' in talking Broncos 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
September 30, 2015 
 
If there's one thing Peyton Manning's been watching longer than game film, it's the 1976 classic "Bad 
News Bears." 
 
So, it was no surprise Wednesday when he quoted one of his favorite films when a reporter tried to 
highlight two precision passes the league's 18th-rated passer on the NFL's 30th-ranked offense threw 
last weekend at Detroit. 
 
"I feel like we're getting so desperate here," Manning said. "I had these good throws. It almost reminds 
me of the Bad News Bears where Buttermaker was trying to encourage his team. They're really, really 
bad. And he asked whoever kept the stats, I can't remember if it was Rudi ..." 
 
It was actually Alfred Ogilvie, the benchwarmer and sabermetrician-to-be who memorized baseball 
statistics and assisted coach Morris Buttermaker with defensive strategy while avoiding playing first 
base and the outfield. 
 
But Manning remembered the dialogue if not who delivered it. 
 
Buttermaker "said, 'Come on guys, give them the stats. Look on the bright side: two of our runners have 
almost reached first base and we did hit 17 foul balls. That's the spirit," Manning recounted. 
 
"Well, two good throws in there, I'll take it. I'll take it." 
 
Manning's offense is a mess and yet the Broncos are 3-0 after beating three teams that made the 
playoffs last year — Baltimore at home and Kansas City and Detroit on the road. 
 
The Broncos are 31st in the league at running the ball and 18th at throwing it while they adapt to a new 
offensive line and new coaching staff, not to mention a quarterback who's 39 — older than any QB 
who's ever won the Super Bowl. 
 
Manning's passer rating of 83.3 is 24.5 points lower than his average since coming to Denver in 2012. 
 
It's been downright ugly on offense for Denver with sacks, pressures, hurries, knock-downs, tackles for 
loss, negative runs, pick-6s. So, the Broncos have had to rely on a solid special teams and terrific defense 
to go with some clutch fourth-quarter drives directed by Manning to stay unbeaten heading into 
Sunday's showdown against Adrian Peterson and the Minnesota Vikings (2-1) in Denver. 
 
"Hey, I love it," Manning said. "I'm just going to keep trying to hit foul balls and almost reach first base. 
Maybe we'll get on base at some point and get going." 
 
Notes: Coach Gary Kubiak said he hopes to see LT Ty Sambrailo (shoulder) back on the field Thursday. ... 
RB Juwan Thompson (neck) was back at practice Wednesday but RG Louis Vasquez and Manning had the 
day off and LG Evan Mathis (hamstring) was limited. 
  



Adrian Peterson says he could have played in the NFL at 
18 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
September 30, 2015 
 
Adrian Peterson says he's still the NFL's best running back at age 30 and could have played in the pros at 
18 had league rules allowed it. 
 
In a conference call with Denver media Wednesday, the Minnesota Vikings running back said he believes 
he could have gone straight from Palestine (Texas) High School to the NFL instead of spending three 
years at the University of Oklahoma. 
 
"Not to sound cocky or anything but I do," Peterson said. 
 
He noted that he was in the running for the Heisman Trophy his freshman year "and there were guys 
that went into the league that year like Cedric Benson. I felt like my freshman year I should have won 
the Doak Walker Award but they gave it to him." 
 
"Anyway, I feel like I was a better player than him," Peterson added. "Here I am a true freshman. If 
Cedric can come in and play then why couldn't I do it?" 
 
Only because the league rules wouldn't allow it, at least in Peterson's eyes. 
 
Peterson also said LSU running back Leonard Fournette must be good because everyone seems to be 
comparing the two. And he had a hard time naming a better running back in the NFL today. 
 
Peterson said he's heard all the chatter from people calling Fournette the best back in college since 
Peterson was carrying the ball for the Sooners from 2004-06. 
 
"I always take it as a compliment when people compare (me to) great backs," Peterson said. "But I really 
haven't seen him play. I've just seen highlights." 
 
Peterson has hit his stride after missing nearly all of last season when fallout from the child abuse case 
against him kept him out of all but one game. He had a quiet opener but has run for a combined 260 
yards and two TDs against Detroit and San Diego the last two weeks. 
 
Peterson held court for 21 minutes, a lifetime for an NFL player on a weekly conference call, answering 
25 questions in all. 
 
Only two questions stumped him. 
 
He declined to chime in on the team giving mascot Ragnar a Viking funeral for asking for $20,000 per 
game. 
 
"I don't really want to get into all that," Peterson said with a chuckle. "I like the guy, he is a good guy. I'll 
have to get more information before I comment on that." 
 



And the last question stumped him so much that he repeated it. 
 
"Who is a better running back than me?" Peterson said. 
 
"Umm. ..." 
 
He thought for a few seconds. 
 
"Umm. ..." 
 
A few more seconds. 
 
Then, finally, an answer. 
 
"Peyton Manning's got some nice moves," he said 
 
Peterson's Vikings (2-1) visit Manning's Broncos (3-0) Sunday in Denver. 
  



Turning to backup quarterbacks can put NFL teams on 
edge 
By Nate Davis 
USA Today 
September 30, 2015 
 
Relief is rarely found in an NFL bullpen. 
 
Since 2013, backup quarterbacks pressed into the lineup because of a starter's injury won 35.3% of their 
starts. Second stringers are 1-3 this season, the lone victory belonging to polarizing Johnny Manziel of 
the Cleveland Browns. 
 
So what can be done to give understudies – the Pittsburgh Steelers' Michael Vick, Chicago Bears' Jimmy 
Clausen and Dallas Cowboys' Brandon Weeden are expected to start in Week 4  – a fighting chance, 
especially when many are asked to replace the indispensable face of a franchise? 
 
"When you're playing with a backup, at that position especially, it really puts a premium on coaching," 
NFL Network analyst Heath Evans told USA TODAY Sports. 
 
At the start of his career, Evans was a member of the Seattle Seahawks when they were cycling between 
Matt Hasselbeck and Trent Dilfer under center. In 2008, while with the New England Patriots, Evans 
watched reigning MVP Tom Brady go down in the season opener with a torn knee ligament, thrusting 
inexperienced Matt Cassel into the breach. 
 
"What I saw in 2008 was so many things changed to benefit Matt," said Evans, a fullback. "I remember 
sitting on the bench a lot because we went to a lot of four- and five-wides (multiple receivers). We kept 
our field spread thin so Matt could see everything ... different things week to week that really allowed 
Matt to get comfortable down in and down out. 
 
"Matt became our quarterback, and he became a really good one that year." 
 
Of course, that kind of tactic probably wouldn't suit Vick or Weeden, who are hoping to keep their 
teams’ Super Bowl hopes alive before passing the baton back to Ben Roethlisberger and Tony Romo, 
respectively. 
 
"In this modern world of football we live in, the backup quarterback gets zero reps. None. So I'm gonna 
try to get him as much work as I can, get him caught up, and get him some confidence going with some 
of the things he likes," ESPN Monday Night Football analyst and former NFL head coach Jon Gruden told 
USA TODAY Sports. 
 
"I think Pittsburgh is in a more difficult situation than Dallas because Weeden's had over a year in the 
system. ... I think that they're gonna do some of the things Michael likes within the confines of their 
offense and probably add a few things that Michael Vick brings to the table." 
 
Vick, who has only been with the Steelers for a month, is also at a disadvantage given his first start of 
the season comes Thursday against the Baltimore Ravens with just three days of prep time. Now in his 
15th year, he's under no illusion that offensive coordinator Todd Haley can customize the playbook for 
him overnight. 



 
"You can't change everything in one week. I think you have to just kind of go with what you've got," said 
Vick, who's 3-12 in his past 15 starts. 
 
"Can't go out there and try to improvise on a short week and change things around," he said. "There's a 
ton of good things we have in our offense. I just have to go out there and let it work for me." 
  



Brennan: Not even Leonard Fournette should be 
allowed early NFL entry 
By Christine Brennan 
USA Today 
September 30, 2015 
 
If you’re paying the slightest bit of attention to college football this fall, you’ve heard about LSU 
sophomore running back Leonard Fournette. The visual descendant of Jim Brown or Herschel Walker, he 
has gained 631 yards in just three games this season, weighs 230 pounds, runs a 4.35 40-yard dash and 
looks to be good enough to be playing in the NFL next year, if not next week. 
 
But he can’t do that. NFL rules say Fournette must wait three years after graduating from high school 
before entering the league. That means he must play college ball for the remainder of this season, and 
all of the next, before becoming eligible for the NFL draft in 2017. 
 
There are those who say this is unfair, that Fournette, like a college violinist or male basketball player, 
should be able to turn pro at any time (in the violinist’s case), or after one year (in the case of the 
basketball player). This school of thought says that Fournette needs to get to the NFL as quickly as 
possible to sign a huge contract before he suffers a potentially career-ending injury in college. 
 
To that end, there already has been chatter about whether Fournette should be taken out of games he 
isn’t needed in this season, and, even more interesting, whether he should play at all next season or just 
take the year off and wait for his name to be called first in the 2017 NFL draft. 
 
So far there’s been no word about how people in this camp will react when Fournette actually steps off 
a curb. 
 
There is another side to this story, of course, and it’s the side that says the three-year wait is a smart 
rule that works for the vast majority of college players who are headed to the NFL. This is the side that 
I’m on. 
 
It’s one thing for a 20-year-old basketball player with spectacular individual skills to go to the NBA. It’s 
quite another for a 20-year-old football player to think he’s ready for the intense physical  demands of 
the NFL, not to mention the mental and emotional challenges attached to the leap from college to pro 
football. 
 
I think we can safely say that all of our pro leagues, including the NFL, already have a full complement of 
young men who are working on their maturity. So if we can keep a few more in college for another year 
or so, where we hope they might learn a couple more life lessons, if only by osmosis, that has to be a 
good thing. 
 
For the sake of argument, though, let’s say we change the football rule to the men’s hoops rule: one and 
done. Can you imagine the number of kids who would want to turn pro who should not? Can you 
imagine the number of agents who would be swarming around them? 
 
We know that our universities and football coaches have a lot riding on the Leonard Fournettes of the 
world. We know they make more money when a star like Fournette plays better. But I would still rather 
put the fate of Fournette and talented phenoms like him into the hands of officials of our athletic-



academic industrial complex than I would into the hands of agents — some good, some not — who 
would be leading their change into the NFL. 
 
Of all the people on Earth, college coaches and administrators are the ones who most want to see these 
athletes do well. They are the people whose success is tied to the athletes' success. They are the ones 
who chose to give these athletes scholarships — which, contrary to popular opinion these days, are not 
worth nothing. They are in fact worth hundreds of thousands of dollars over a college career, what with 
the free ride to college, including room and board, the free, state-of-the-art coaching and the free 
massive job-fair exposure on national TV every Saturday. What would our violinist give for that? 
 
We know that Fournette wants to stay healthy so he can sign a huge contract that hopefully takes care 
of him and his family for life. There’s someone else who feels the same way. It’s LSU coach Les Miles. 
 
“You want to take care of a guy like Leonard Fournette,” he told reporters Wednesday. “We just want 
Leonard to go to class, go to football and enjoy a smattering of media opportunities and play ball on 
Saturday and have fun. Have fun with his college. I think the approach that we have for him is a quality 
one.” 
 
It’s only natural that many would want Fournette in the NFL next year. But that’s not going to happen. 
So, because he gets hit hard running the ball as often as he does, Miles and his staff need to be creative 
about how much they use him. And Fournette and his family need to be wise and take out an insurance 
policy against a severe injury, as others have done before him.  
 
Waiting for anything is difficult in 21st century America, yet they know there are going to be no 
exceptions to this rule, even for the most exceptional among us. 
  



Ranking NFL backup QBs from 1-32: Cowboys fine, 
Steelers in trouble 
By Ryan Wilson 
CBSSports.com 
September 30, 2015 
 
We're heading into Week 4 and we've already seen two preseason playoff favorites -- the Cowboys and 
the Steelers -- lose their franchise quarterbacks. If both teams are to remain in the playoff hunt while 
Tony Romo and Ben Roethlisberger get healthy, they'll need above replacement-level performances 
from the backups. 
 
Which got us to thinking: How would each of the 32 teams fare if they had to rely on their No. 2 
quarterback to get them through the season? Put another way: let's rank the backups. 
 
(Because we're three games into the season, it's already clear that some teams are on the outside 
looking in when it comes to talking about the playoffs. But no team is eliminated, and the division they 
are in plays a part in the rankings below. For example, every team in the AFC South is 1-2, which means 
the Texans, Colts, Jaguars and Titans are all in the mix. It also means that depth will be critically 
important over the next 13 games, and that depth includes quarterback.) 
 
We're still in this thing 
 
1. Cowboys: Brandon Weeden -- Even if he's not Troy Aikman, Weeden, the Browns' 2012 first-round 
pick, has proven that he's a capable fill-in in Dallas. He currently holds the Cowboys' record for most 
consecutive completions, played well in last week's loss to the Falcons, and Jerry Jones is a huge fan. 
 
"He's a thing of beauty on throwing a football. His passing motion and his arm, frankly, you won't see a 
more gifted passer, power, accuracy, the entire aspect of it," the Cowboys' owner said last week. "If he 
can basically prepare, be the starting quarterback, come in and execute and keep his head right, then I 
feel good about Weeden." 
 
It helps that the Cowboys play in a division where, save the Giants, starting-quarterback issues abound. 
 
2. Cardinals: Drew Stanton -- When Carson Palmer went down last season, Stanton led the Cardinals to a 
5-3 record ... until Stanton went down. He completed 55 percent of his throws with seven touchdowns 
and five interceptions, and ranked 17th in value per play, according to Football Outsiders. 
 
That's the definition of replacement level, and when you're on a team with playmakers at other 
positions on both sides of the ball, sometimes that's enough. Given the Cardinals' hot start, Stanton's 
experience, and coach Bruce Arians' ability to get the most out of his quarterback, this team could find 
its way back to the playoffs even without Palmer. 
 
3. Patriots: Jimmy Garoppolo -- The short version: The Pats went 11-5 with Matt Cassel in 2008 after 
Tom Brady was lost in Week 1 to a knee injury. Who knows if Garoppolo is Cassel but we think it's a 
reasonable assumption. 
 
Garoppolo's regular-season stats -- 19 of 27 for 182 yards, a touchdown and no picks -- aren't that 
different from Cassel's numbers (22 of 39, 253 yards, 2 TDs, 1 INT) before he was thrust into the lineup. 



 
And like Cassel in '08, Garoppolo has playmakers around him, including Rob Gronkowski, Julian Edelman 
and LeGarrette Blount. 
 
4. Colts: Matt Hasselbeck. Hasselbeck might be 40 -- and look 60 -- but at this stage of the proceedings, 
he's basically an on-field coach. After serving as the Seahawks' starter for a decade, and a two-year 
layover in Tennessee, Hasselbeck has been Andrew Luck's backup since 2013. He's been sharp in limited 
duty; in four games last season, he completed 68 percent of his passes (30 of 44) with two touchdowns 
and no interceptions. 
 
Plus, as colleague Sean Wagner-McGough pointed out this summer, who doesn't love the Great Coin 
Toss Troll? 
 
5. Eagles: Mark Sanchez -- The Eagles finally won a game Sunday, and with Romo sidelined for another 
seven weeks or so in Dallas, the NFC East is wide open. And while coach Chip Kelly hasn't said anything 
publicly, there has to be some discussion about Sam Bradford's slow start. Put another way: If Bradford 
doesn't improve, Sanchez is a viable option. He went 4-4 last season in place of an injured Nick Foles, 
completing 64 percent of his passes with 14 touchdowns and 11 interceptions. Sanchez wasn't perfect 
(he ranked 23rd in value per play) but he was much better than those Butt Fumble days of old -- and 
arguably better than the current version of Bradford. 
 
6. Panthers: Derek Anderson -- Again, the division helps, but Anderson held it together last season in 
Cam Newton's absence. He was 2-0, completing 67 percent of his passes with five touchdowns, no 
interceptions and a 105.2 passer rating. 
 
7. Titans: Zach Mettenberger -- Repeat it with me: the division matters. Mettenberger played in seven 
games last season, and was 0-6 as a starter, but he was in an impossible situation with an impossibly bad 
Titans team. Still, he showed glimpses of why he has legit NFL talent -- he even drew comparisons this 
offseason to 2015 first-overall pick Jameis Winston -- and there was some speculation that the Titans 
might decide to address a position other than quarterback with their No. 2 overall pick. They didn't, of 
course, and drafting Marcus Mariota appears to be the right decision. But Mettenberger is a solid young 
backup, and one who will likely find himself the subject of trade rumors after the season, if not sooner. 
 
8. Jaguars: Chad Henne -- Affectionately known as Chenne (by us, anyway), Henne is more than capable 
of keeping the Jaguars in the mix in the AFC South. Partly because he has the experience, but mostly 
because the division is a mess. 
 
9. Buccaneers: Mike Glennon -- Glennon and Mettenberger are kindred spirits in that they're young, big, 
strong-armed quarterbacks whose best shot at a starting gig might come with another team. 
 
10. Texans: Brian Hoyer -- One last time: AFC South. Hoyer was benched after one game, and no one -- 
not even Hoyer -- argued with the decision. But should he find his way back onto the field, we know, 
that with some help, he can game-manage an offense successfully. And just to reiterate: if the Texans 
are in any other division, they'd find themselves in the category below. 
 
A lot has to go right for this to work 
 
11. Browns: Johnny Manziel -- This has more to do with playing in the AFC North than Manziel, who 
we've long said deserves to be the starter. But with the Bengals off to a 3-0 start and playing well, a lot 



has to go right for Cleveland to get back in the thick of things. A good start: replacing McCown with 
Manziel, which coach Mike Pettine currently has no plans of doing. So yeah, Cleveland. 
 
12. Chiefs: Chase Daniel -- Daniel is in the final year of a three-year, $10 million deal, basically an 
insurance policy against Alex Smith going down. Daniel has attempted 66 passes in two seasons, 
completing 62 percent of them with a touchdown and a pick. The question isn't whether he could 
replicate Smith's production, it's whether the Chiefs could overcome the Broncos and Raiders (!!) with a 
backup. 
 
13. Steelers: Michael Vick -- Ben Roethlisberger's on the shelf for 4-6 weeks, and in a perfect world, the 
Steelers could go .500 with Vick. But that's asking a lot of the 35-year-old who has completed more than 
60 percent of his passes only once in his 14-year career. The Steelers' high-powered offense will become 
something less than that, simply because Vick isn't Big Ben in the pocket. Relying on Le'Veon Bell and 
DeAngelo Williams is a good place to start, but Pittsburgh's defense will have to grow up a lot over the 
next month too. 
 
14. Dolphins: Matt Moore -- This was supposed to be Ryan Tannehill's year. For whatever reason, it's 
been the opposite of that. Moore has starting experience -- he completed 60 percent of his passes for 16 
touchdowns and 9 interceptions in 12 starts in 2011 -- but the Dolphins play in the AFC East. The division 
race is effectively over. 
 
15. Vikings: Shaun Hill -- Hill was once considered the NFL's best backup, but he's slowed in recent years. 
Still, having Adrian Peterson in the backfield makes any quarterback better -- as does facing the Bears 
twice a season. 
 
16. Redskins: Colt McCoy -- With Robert Griffin III reduced to scout-team safety duties, McCoy would be 
the next man up should Kirk Cousins go down. Much like RG3's rookie season, when he helped 
Washington to seven-straight wins, the division title and the playoffs, a lot has to go right for McCoy to 
help the Redskins to a winning record. Playing in the NFC East helps but the odds are still long. 
 
17. Seahawks: Tarvaris Jackson -- The 1-2 start coupled with the Cardinals' going 3-0 land the Seahawks 
here. This team isn't built to come back, especially without Russell Wilson. But Jackson has started in the 
past, and he has the benefit of a strong running game and stout defense. 
 
18. Bills: EJ Manuel -- He has starting experience, but you could argue that's one reason the Bills would 
be doomed. Fair enough -- but Buffalo also has a strong running game and a very good defense (sound 
familiar?). The Pats are winning the division, but a second-place finish could be good enough for a 
wildcard spot. 
 
19. Saints: Luke McCown -- Awesome at commercials, and not bad at football either. Unfortunately, the 
Saints are terrible. With the Falcons off to a fast start, the playoffs seem like a long shot. That said, 7-9 
always seems to win this division, and McCown was good against the Bucs last week, throwing for 18 
first downs and 310 yards on 31 of 38 passing. 
 
20. Packers: Scott Tolzein -- Tolzein compared Aaron Rodgers to Michael Jordan. Which makes him 
Scottie Pippen. Or is he B.J. Armstrong? 
 
Honestly, we have no idea how Tolzein would play, mostly because he has thrown 90 career passes in 
five NFL seasons, all coming in 2013. But we've seen Matt Flynn have success in this system, and given 



that he couldn't keep a job after leaving Green Bay, maybe Tolzein would be fine. Worst case: the 
Packers could just re-sign Flynn. 
 
So, let's talk about the 2016 NFL Draft 
 
21. Ravens: Matt Schaub -- The Ravens are 0-3 and Joe Flacco has never missed a start in his eight-year 
career. Schaub is a veteran with starting experience, but he's been below replacement-level in recent 
stints in Oakland and Houston. 
 
22. Chargers: Kellen Clemens -- No Philip Rivers means no chance for the Chargers. 
 
23. Lions: Dan Orlovsky -- The Lions weren't winning with Matthew Stafford -- partly because of 
Stafford's inconsistency, but also because the Lions' offensive line is a mess -- and the same holds for 
Orlovsky. 
 
24. Rams: Case Keenum -- If Nick Foles ain't getting it done, Case Keenum probably ain't getting it done 
either. We're not sure who this says more about. 
 
25. Raiders: Matt McGloin -- He wasn't bad in Week 1, completing 23 of 31 passes for 142 yards, but 
there's a big drop off from Derek Carr. 
 
26. Jets: Geno Smith -- Coach Todd Bowles is in no hurry to give Smith another shot and for good reason: 
Ryan Fitzpatrick is playing well and we all know what Geno Smith can do. 
 
27. 49ers: Blaine Gabbert -- Two words: Blaine Gabbert. Two more words: Colin Kaepernick. Three more 
words: It doesn't matter. 
 
28. Bears: Jimmy Clausen -- The Panthers once used a second-round pick on Clausen. Let that sink in for 
a moment. 
 
We honestly have no idea 
 
29. Giants: Ryan Nassib -- Once thought to be a first-round pick, Nassib slipped in the draft and Iron Man 
Eli doesn't miss games. 
 
30. Bengals: A.J. McCarron -- Andy Dalton is playing the best football of his career. 
 
31. Broncos: Brock Osweiler -- A year from now, we'll probably have a very good idea about Osweiler, 
who appears to be the guy to replace Peyton Manning. 
 
32. Falcons: Sean Renfree -- The former seventh-round pick out of Duke beat out T.J. Yates and Rex 
Grossman for the right to back up Matt Ryan. Renfree has thrown exactly zero passes in his NFL career. 
  



Shutdown Corner Playoff Projection: Time to respect 
Bengals, Cardinals? 
By Eric Edholm 
Yahoo! Sports 
September 30, 2015 
 
There are few football-consuming people right now who could make a strong argument against the New 
England Patriots and Green Bay Packers being the best teams right now in their respective conferences. 
 
After that comes heated debate. 
 
For now, we’re willing to throw our support behind two teams that people love to question in crunch 
time — the Arizona Cardinals and Cincinnati Bengals — as the No. 2 seeds in our Week 4 mock playoff 
projection. 
 
Why not? Carson Palmer has been a difference maker for this Cardinals team, and his former club has 
answered some, but certainly not all, questions about their moxie and talent with another 3-0 start. 
 
Starting fast hasn’t been either club’s problem; it’s finishing the job that we doubt. But maybe this is the 
season the trend is bucked. The Cardinals and Bengals have two of the more talented rosters you’ll see 
in the NFL. 
 
Here are how the first-round matchups would look in our latest playoff projections: 
 
Carolina Panthers at Atlanta Falcons — Always fun when division rivals lock horns. The Falcons hold the 
all-time edge 24-16 in the series prior to their two meetings this season in Week 14 and 16, 
interestingly. The latter is in Atlanta, which would give us a pretty good preview for this game. The 
Panthers have won four of the past five head-to-head meetings, including two straight in Cam Newton’s 
hometown of Atlanta. Personally, we are tickled at the idea of watching Panthers cornerback Josh 
Norman and Falcons receiver Julio Jones going head to head three times in a 27- or 28-day span. Both 
are playing at an elite level right now. Jones cashed in before the season, and Norman looks to after it. 
 
Seattle Seahawks at Dallas Cowboys — They played one of the more entertaining regular-season games 
you’ll ever watch last season, and they face off again in a month in Dallas. Tony Romo and Dez Bryant 
likely won’t be on the field for that game, but the Cowboys — if they hang on to the weak NFC East 
division lead — almost certainly would have at least Romo back in this one. Without either, the Cowboys 
wouldn’t have a shot. Defend Russell Wilson and the gang and try to attack that Seahawks defense while 
shorthanded? Good luck with that. And good luck dealing with the forced storyline of Romo going up 
against the team the dropped the snap against in January 2007. Yep, it would be coming. 
 
Pittsburgh Steelers at Denver Broncos — We promise: No more Tebow talk in this spot. You know that 
story. The real story here would be Wade Phillips’ magnificent defense trying to stop one of the league’s 
most dangerous and diverse offenses with the Steelers. Like Romo, Roethlisberger should be well back 
by then, ready to sling passes in the thin air. Of course, the other story would be the Peyton Manning 
Watch — would this be his final game? A lot of angles in this one that excite us more than a garden-
variety wild-card game. 
 



Buffalo Bills at Indianapolis Colts — Colts worst nightmare? Shot at redemption? Week 1 was the first 
sign of trouble that the Colts are perhaps not the best-constructed team in the NFL. The Bills might have 
their shortcomings, but they manhandled Indy and Andrew Luck in that first game, and it would be 
fascinating to see how these teams develop over the course of the season in such a meeting. Luck will 
get better with better play around him, and there is no guarantee that Tyrod Taylor can keep up his 
strong play all season. We love the matchup because it brings some real tension to the table, especially 
with Colts head coach Chuck Pagano’s status a bit murky. 
  



PFT on NBCSN looks at how the Vikings should attack 
the Denver defense 
By Mike Florio 
Pro Football Talk 
September 30, 2015 
 
Week Four includes a fairly compelling matchup between the 2-1 Vikings and the 3-0 Broncos. Both 
teams were written off after Week One, with Denver winning ugly against Baltimore and the Vikings 
losing in putrid fashion at San Francisco. Both have rebounded nicely, and both need the win to cement 
their status as early-season contenders. 
 
Much will be said about the chess match between quarterback Peyton Manning and an aggressive 
defensive front that has bruised and battered Matthew Stafford and Philip Rivers the past two weeks. 
But the game will be just as interesting when Minnesota has the ball. 
 
How will Vikings offensive coordinator Norv Turner attack a defense led by Wade Phillips? That’s the 
topic of Wednesday’s poll question on NBCSN’s Pro Football Talk. 
 
Actually, the poll question will be a bit more results-oriented, focusing on the yardage that running back 
Adrian Peterson will gain. Which of course will hinge on how he’s used. 
 
Now, use your remote and record or turn to NBCSN for the 6:00 p.m. ET show, featuring Rodney 
Harrison, Paul Burmeister, and yours truly. 
  



Brandon Marshall playing with less pain in his foot 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
September 30, 2015 
 
Inside linebacker Brandon Marshall has been everything the Broncos hoped he would be in moving to 
his new role in the 3-4 defense. He's shed blockers, fought through traffic and pushed his way to the 
team lead in tackles with 24, including 12 total stops on Sunday. 
 
But perhaps the best sign of all for Marshall's progress is that he played against Detroit with less pain 
than he endured in Weeks 1 and 2. 
 
"The first two games, my foot was hurting pretty bad. Last game was a lot better," he said. 
 
"I'm so thankful for it because I think as the season goes on, I think I’ll just get better." 
 
One of the two screws inserted in Marshall's foot during April surgery broke during the preseason. That 
should not cause him any structural problems; the screws had already done their job to provide stability 
during his recovery. 
 
But in the two games immediately after the screw broke, he played through excruciating pain -- but 
played well, getting a sack in the Week 1 win over the Ravens and the forced fumble from Jamaal 
Charles that led to the game-winning Bradley Roby fumble return in Week 2. 
 
"In the first two games, it was hurting during the game," Marshall said. Last game, I didn’t really feel it. I 
just want to keep that up. Hopefully, I’ll be good (in) a couple of weeks." 
  



What They're Saying: Vikings' Zimmer, Peterson 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
September 30, 2015 
 
Manning impresses Peterson, Zimmer 
 
Running back Adrian Peterson held court with Denver media for 20 minutes via conference call, and it 
was the last question that he had to think about most. 
 
Asked to name a better running back than him, Peterson paused before joking, "Peyton Manning's got 
some nice moves." 
 
Laughs aside, Peterson -- like Manning -- has faced questions about his effectiveness because of his age 
and how much time he had missed. He has a great deal of respect for Manning and certainly doesn't 
agree with the extreme narratives that have said the quarterback is done. 
 
"It doesn't look like it to me!" Peterson exclaimed. "He's had some struggles, but we all do, young and 
old. He looks good to me." 
 
Vikings head coach Mike Zimmer agreed, and with experience coaching Bengals defenses that went 
against Manning, he said that Manning hasn't changed much. 
 
"I think he looks pretty similar," Zimmer said. "He's been throwing the ball down the field vertically, I 
think, more in the last couple weeks. He's made a bunch of plays at the end of ballgames to win really all 
three of them. He looks the same to me." 
 
Zimmer and Peterson expect challenge from Ware and Miller 
 
Sunday’s matchup will reunite outside linebacker DeMarcus Ware with Zimmer, who was the Dallas 
Cowboys' defensive coordinator when they drafted Ware. 
 
Zimmer coached Ware from 2005-06 and a decade later, he still sees him as the same bright-eyed pass 
rusher out of Troy University. 
 
"It looks like he's found the fountain of youth," Zimmer said. "DeMarcus was always a great kid and a 
very tireless worker, but the things that made him really special were his first-step quickness and his 
strength. 
 
"His first-step quickness looks exactly like I remember it and he's obviously stronger, but he was very 
strong at the time. I remember when we drafted him that he was really strong in all of the combine 
measurements, but he is such a great athlete. I have so much respect for him." 
 
That quickness and strength could wreak havoc for the Vikings' backfield, especially for Peterson if he 
needs to chip him to prevent Ware from getting to quarterback Teddy Bridgewater. Ware and outside 
linebacker Von Miller each rank in the top six in NFL history (since 1982) in sacks per game among 
players who have appeared in 40 or more contests. Miller ranks third with 0.85 sacks per game and 
Ware checks in at sixth with an average of 0.82. 
 



"It'll be a load for us," Peterson said. "Von Miller and guys that are standing up -- they're good backs. 
They're the No. 1 defense for a reason. We just have to make sure that we're on point starting with our 
front, but as far as the running backs, making sure that we're hearing our calls and making sure we're 
dialed in on each play. I know that they're going to present something new to us." 
 
Peterson, who grew up a Cowboys fan watching Ware's career develop, knows the kind of impact he can 
have. 
 
"When DeMarcus Ware was there, I was able to check him out," Peterson said. "He was a force. He's still 
a force to be reckoned with. It's going to be exciting just to see him again and play against him and make 
him get his money's worth." 
 
Vikings offense developing with Bridgewater, Peterson 
 
After a promising rookie season navigating the offense in 12 games as the starting quarterback, Teddy 
Bridgewater's progress in his second year has added stability to the Vikings offense. 
 
"He's a lot more under control of everything that's going on, all the surroundings that happen with 
making the play calls, making the checks, getting the protections right, understanding where all the 
players are, the check-downs, the second progressions, the third progressions," Zimmer said. "He's 
always been a very mature kid but I just kind of see him taking it to another level that way." 
 
Peterson agreed, noting that his comfort is something that's key for a young player, and particularly for 
a position that shoulders so much responsibility. 
 
"There's not much that rattles him and I feel like that's big for any player, but especially a young 
quarterback," Peterson said. "He [doesn't] get down on himself too much. He knows that 'Hey, go to the 
next play and keep looking forward and not to dwell.' You've got to have a short memory when you play 
the quarterback position." 
 
Peterson, who missed all but the Vikings' season opener in 2014 due to team and league punitive 
actions stemming from child abuse charges, has also added to the Vikings' offense, establishing a more 
physical rushing attack. 
 
"I think a lot of it just is the mentality of what our football team is trying to be like. I think he helps with 
the physicality in the offensive line," Zimmer said. "I think he’s added a big dimension, really, to the 
whole team." 
 
Physicality in the rushing game is imperative for Peterson, who knows that establishing that mindset can 
have a resounding effect on the rest of the offense. 
 
"That right there sends a message to a guy," Peterson said. "It's going to be big for us to be physical up 
front and I feel like if we establish—once we establish that, everything else will kind of work out easier 
for us." 
  



BMW Ultimate Performance: Barrett and Bennie boost 
Broncos 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
September 30, 2015 
 
The Broncos capped their undefeated September with big performances from some of the usual 
suspects: Peyton Manning, DeMarcus Ware, Brandon Marshall, Demaryius Thomas and Emmanuel 
Sanders, among others. 
 
However, all three of the Broncos' takeaways involved players not listed on the first team of the depth 
chart -- although two of them, safety David Bruton Jr. and No. 3 cornerback Bradley Roby, have each 
played over 50 percent of the snaps this year, thanks to an emphasis on sub packages and Bruton 
starting for the suspended T.J. Ward in Week 1. 
 
(And Bruton has remained quite busy; even after Ward's return, he's played 63 of 142 snaps in the last 
two games.) 
 
But no player has been more efficient at maximizing limited opportunities than outside linebacker 
Shaquil Barrett, who has played just 38 defensive snaps this season. 
 
The best part about his fourth-quarter strip-sack fumble was how he adjusted and changed direction to 
make the play. Lions right tackle LaAdrian Waddle does a good job initially guiding Barrett outside and 
behind Matthew Stafford. But Barrett spins around and breaks free, which at that point gives him a clear 
shot at Stafford, who has stepped up in the pocket. 
 
Stafford feels Barrett coming and moves to his left, but it's too little, too late. Barrett's straight-line 
speed and acceleration ensure that he can get to Stafford as he prepares to throw. 
 
Coverage helped set up the play, but Barrett finished it. 
 
According to ProFootballFocus.com, Barrett has two quarterback hurries in 13 pass-rush opportunities 
this season. That's a limited sample size, but consider that the only front-seven Bronco with a better 
hurry rate than Barrett's one every 6.5 opportunities is Von Miller (one every 5.18 pass-rush chances). 
 
MEET THE NEW TARGET: BENNIE FOWLER 
 
Fowler was another ex-practice squad player to announce his presence with authority, making his first, 
second, third and fourth regular-season receptions. 
 
"It speaks to him," quarterback Peyton Manning said of Fowler. "Obviously, he put a big impression on 
the coaches with training camp and limited reps for them to put him in there. Throwing to him five 
times tells you the confidence that I have in him." 
 
Of the four receptions, his second catch -- a 13-yard grab up the middle on third-and-4 -- showed why 
he's playing, and it's not because of the spectacular catches he made in training camp, although those 
didn't hurt his cause. He's playing because he's meticulous and precise. 
 



Fowler starts his route as the inside receiver of the three wideouts bunched outside of right tackle Ryan 
Harris. As the play begins, he waits for Demaryius Thomas to cut across, and then starts his route. He 
advances nine yards and then makes his cut inside -- exactly at the point when he's capitalized off the 
soft coverage of rookie Quandre Diggs, who was also monitoring the short underneath area. 
 
When Fowler starts his cut, Diggs is two yards behind him. Darius Slay is too far downfield and wide to 
be a factor; so is safety Glover Quin. And Manning is his usual self; he makes his throw as Fowler starts 
his cut. 
 
If you are as meticulous as Fowler is, you will play. Don't expect this to be the last you'll see of him. 
 
"What's unique about Bennie is that he can catch the deep ball on the outside, he's got the speed to run 
it, but he's fearless across the middle," Manning said. "That's a pretty good combination, so I think you'll 
continue to see him to be involved in this offense.” 
 
OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE: 
 
... Fowler's reception was also made possible by left tackle Ty Sambrailo, who did a good job using 
Ezekiel Ansah's outside speed rush against him. Sambrailo guided Ansah wide and behind Manning, who 
had plenty of time and space to read Fowler's route and make the throw. 
 
... The Broncos ran 58 of their 62 plays in shotgun or pistol alignments: 28 in the pistol and 30 in the 
shotgun. 
 
... Ware played more snaps (63, 80.8 percent) than in the first two games (44/75.9 percent in Week 1; 
47/73.4 percent in Week 2). 
 
... Malik Jackson played a season-high 64 snaps (82.1 percent) as the Broncos kept him in as one of two 
down linemen during most pass-rush situations. 
  



Broncos Injury Update: Sambrailo not at practice; 
Vasquez gets rest day 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
September 30, 2015 
 
Left tackle Ty Sambrailo and right guard Louis Vasquez did not practice as the Broncos began their 
preparations for the Minnesota Vikings on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Vasquez received a Wednesday respite, as he did last week. Quarterback Peyton Manning joined him on 
the sideline as each received a veteran's rest day. 
 
Sambrailo sat out because of a shoulder injury he suffered in the second half Sunday. However, he 
stayed in the game and has played all 215 offensive snaps this season. 
 
"He's a tough kid," Head Coach Gary Kubiak said. "He knows how important he is to us. 
 
"For a rookie in the National Football League, a starting left tackle, I think he's played really well. He'd be 
the first one to tell you he's got a really long way to go as a player, and when you play there, you're 
going to play against the best every week, but I think the Broncos have a bright future because of him." 
 
Kubiak said he hopes Sambrailo will practice Thursday. 
 
"We'll see. He was really sore today, and actually I just told 'Greek' [Head Athletic Trainer Steve 
Antonopulos] to keep him in[side]," Kubiak said. "It's a day-to-day thing. 
 
"One thing about him: I know he'll be able to play smart, so even though he's a rookie, I'm not that 
concerned with the reps. We've just got to keep him healthy." 
 
The Broncos did not have a backup tackle active last Sunday in Detroit, opting to deactivate swing tackle 
Michael Schofield in order to get outside linebacker Lerentee McCray some work. 
 
Had Sambrailo or Ryan Harris been unable to play in Detroit, Head Coach Gary Kubiak had a plan which 
would have involved some shuffling, although he didn't want to divulge the specifics when asked about 
it Monday. 
 
"We have a lot of ways that we could go about it and I won't share that with anybody, but yeah, there 
was some sticking and moving there on the sideline there for a few minutes," Kubiak said, smiling. "We 
have to move some guys around to survive." 
 
All other Broncos were on the field for Wednesday's practice, including safety Omar Bolden, who has 
missed the last two games with a neck injury, running back C.J. Anderson, who was evaluated for a 
possible concussion Sunday but returned, and running back Juwan Thompson, who missed the last two 
and a half quarters after injuring his neck. 
 
Thompson said after practice that he felt fine, and that his absence in the second half at Detroit was 
precautionary in nature. 
 



Defensive end Kenny Anunike also continued to practice, and had a full practice workload for the first 
time since an Aug. 20 knee scope. He was limited last week. 
  



More than 100 breast cancer survivors to be honored 
Sunday 
By Christine Williamson 
DenverBroncos.com 
September 30, 2015 
 
The Broncos’ game against the Minnesota Vikings on Sunday will support the NFL’s Crucial Catch 
campaign, in recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. In its seventh year, Crucial Catch, in 
partnership with the American Cancer Society, focuses on the importance of regular breast cancer 
screenings. 
 
Sunday’s game will feature a number of breast cancer branding elements around Sports Authority Field 
at Mile High, including game balls with pink ribbon decals, pink apparel and equipment for players and 
referees, and breast cancer awareness pompoms for cheerleaders. 
 
Pink apparel worn by players during Sunday’s game and throughout the month of October will be 
auctioned on NFL.com to raise funds for the American Cancer Society and at Denver’s Pink Tie Affair in 
November, benefitting Susan G. Komen Colorado. 
 
The game will also honor more than 100 breast cancer survivors during halftime. VIP survivors, selected 
beforehand, will also participate in a pregame pink-champagne brunch, where President and CEO Joe 
Ellis will speak and each survivor will receive a commemorative pin, hat and pink Broncos shirt. 
 
Also featured in the Broncos’ halftime presentation will be a special live performance by The Voice’s 
Luke Wade and Mia Z, who have partnered to record “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough,” with all 
proceeds from the sale of the album single benefitting Susan G. Komen and the fight against breast 
cancer. 
 
Breast Cancer Awareness game features: 
• Game balls with pink ribbon decals 
• Pink kicking tees 
• Pink equipment for players 
• Pink coins used for the coin toss 
• Pink sideline caps for coaches and sideline personnel, and pink ribbon pins for coaches and executives 
• Pink caps, wristbands, whistles  and pins for game officials 
• On-field pink ribbon stencils and A Crucial Catch wall banners 
• Pink goal post padding in end zones 
• Breast cancer awareness pompoms, shirts and wristbands for cheerleaders 
  



Broncos' Bud Light Twitter vending machine will make 
debut Sunday afternoon 
By Christine Williamson 
DenverBroncos.com 
September 30, 2015 
 
The Broncos will debut their Bud Light Twitter vending machine at Sports Authority Field at Mile High on 
Sunday, during their game against the Vikings. 
The machine will instruct a user to tweet a specific message, including a unique hashtag code, and after 
the tweet is sent, the machine will dispense a prize. 
This is the first application of this technology by any NFL team. 
 
"We are constantly looking for ways to add value to the gameday stadium experience," said Brady 
Kellogg, the Broncos' Vice President of Corporate Partnerships. "The Broncos' Bud Light Twitter vending 
machine offers a powerful combination of mystery gifts and technology our fans haven’t seen before." 
 
The machine will be stationed at the Mile High Cross Bar, across from sections 117 and 118. 
 
Two hundred prizes, including ticket upgrades to the Bud Light Champions Club and skis signed by 
former quarterback Jake Plummer, will be dispensed at Sunday’s game on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
 
Fans must be 21 and older to participate. 
 
"With their shared commitment to innovation and desire to enhance the fan experience," Kellogg said, 
"Bud Light is the perfect partner for our initial campaign launch." 
 
Prizes for fans on Sunday may include: 
• Ticket upgrades to Bud Light Champions Club with unlimited catering and interaction with Broncos 
alumni 
• Broncos/Bud Light skis signed by former quarterback Jake Plummer 
• Ski lift tickets 
• Broncos/Bud Light wearable merchandise 
• Vouchers for free beer at Sports Authority Field at Mile High 
 
 
 
 


