
POST-GAME QUOTES 
 
BRONCOS HEAD COACH GARY KUBIAK 
On the depth of the team:  “Well, I think it’s been happening. We talk about playing a lot of people and as 
coaches, that’s easy to preach that, but you have to make sure that you do it on game day and we’ve been doing 
that, got a lot of guys chipping in. We had some running back issues tonight, had some things going on. We just 
keep battling and we battled for 60 minutes and we needed to make a couple of big plays and none bigger than the 
play 10 (WR Emmanuel Sanders) made and the play that (Todd) Davis made at the end of the game.” 
  
On the pistol formation on offense:  “Obviously, I want to get Peyton (Manning) as comfortable as I possibly can 
is what we’re trying to do. Obviously, we’re still trying to maintain some balance as far as formation-wise in what 
you’re doing. I’m not talking about how you operate formationally as a football team, so I know he was very 
comfortable tonight, I could tell. We protected him pretty well tonight. Obviously, we didn’t run the ball very good. 
That’s a battle right now. We’re going to keep battling, but I think we made some progress offensively, but we need 
to continue to make some more.” 
  
On the defense:  “They’ve been exceptional. We’ve got to eliminate some penalties. I told the guys tonight, ‘You 
usually don’t go in there after a win and start with something negative, but we need to fix the penalties.’ That starts 
with me as the coach. We have to do that. Some of the drives given up were penalty-aided, but we continue to play 
hard defensively and we find a way to get our hands on the ball. We’ve been special at that. We need to keep doing 
that, find some consistency offensively and keep plugging away.” 
  
On the blocked PAT:  “You’re wondering if it’s going to affect it in the long haul, with the new PAT rules and what’s 
going on. First of all, it’s a great effort by Chris (Harris) trying to get us some points going the other way. Then we 
had a penalty on our next touchdown. There was the question, ‘Could you use the penalty?’ Obviously, you 
couldn’t. I think it’s going to affect the game in the long haul, but you try to stay the course and have a belief how 
you’re going to go about it and let the game take its course.” 
  
On if Manning seemed comfortable tonight:  “Well, I think we protected him better tonight than we have. I know 
he likes to see the field from back there. We continue to work both and I think you’re going to continue to see both, 
but I was trying to find some balance with what we’re doing offensively, but I think he played really, really well. 
Other than the tipped ball that he got in the red zone, which we had a nice play there, I think it’s fixing to be a walk-
in touchdown. I think he played exceptional. We just need to keep battling, keep protecting him the way we 
protected him and he’ll make his plays.” 
  
On if he saw enough from the pistol formation: “I like that too. I like things that work and, what’s the old saying, 
‘Insanity is doing something over and over again, it’s just not going right?’ So, obviously, we have been working on 
the pistol for a period of time. We had done a little bit of it. Obviously, we did a lot more tonight, but the key is 
balance formationally as a football team. You don’t get there and you’re offset all the time. It’s a concern, but there 
was some improvement tonight.” 
  
On what he liked from the offense:  “You still like the ability to go both ways with the football and not be 
predictable with your back. That’s really important, so we’ll continue to grow with it.” 
  
On WR Bennie Fowler:  “Just watching Bennie practice, you tell your players how important practice is. Bennie 
has practiced exceptionally. Really, Cody (Latimer) and Bubba (Caldwell) have too. I told Tyke (Tolbert) going into 
the game that I want to get them all involved as best we can and Bennie is making plays on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, and we gave him a chance on Sunday and he did it again. I think it’s Bennie’s work. He 
deserves the credit, it’s his work.” 
  
 



BRONCOS QB PEYTON MANNING  
On running the shotgun and pistol formations on offense: “That was something coaches came up with during 
the week. Green Bay did it last year against them late in the season and had pretty good success with it, so 
something that we’ve repped throughout training camp. But something they wanted to do this week and I imagine 
it’ll be a part of the arsenal throughout the season whether we use it next week or two weeks from now, I don’t 
know. But it was a part of the game plan tonight and it gave us some help in protection. Thought the line did a really 
good job. We threw it I think 40-something times and thought they really did a good job all night and we had good 
communication all night as well. Two games in a row dealing with the crowd noise, five guys playing together for 
the first time, thought we were on the same page from a communication standpoint. Those are two real positives.” 
  
On his progress in the offense and if it’s a step in the right direction: “Yeah, like I said, I thought we made 
some progress tonight and I thought we found some plays that we were calling kind of over-and-over, some plays 
that were working. You saw us hitting ‘DT’ (WR Demaryius Thomas) over the middle, hit Bennie Fowler on that 
same play a couple times. So I think we’re finding out some plays that everybody seems to play fast when we call 
those particular plays and so you’ve had previous success with them. So we’re obviously looking to have more of 
those plays and trying to find some run plays that we kind of identify with and the guys seem to execute better than 
others. I think it just takes some things to sort of figure out what those plays are. But I thought we made some 
progress and made some plays. DT’s play was huge, Emmanuel’s (Sanders) play was huge. Had another 
touchdown to Owen (Daniels). Dang defensive end decided not to rush one play and bats a ball up, which I can’t 
tell you how frustrating that is. But, I thought we made some improvements on some things.  .” 
  
On being 3-0 and winning two road games: “Yeah, two, and we’ve beaten three playoff teams, right? Two of 
them on the road and knew we were playing a team who was going to come out with everything they had tonight. 
They were 0-2 coming into tonight, easily could have been 2-0, those two games they could have won. A team that 
was No. 2 ranked defense last year and playing at home for the first time, so for us to come in here and get a win, 
you cannot discount that.” 
  
On the consistent support on defense: “Well, it’s a part of being a team right? All three phases trying to do their 
part. We feel good about Brandon (McManus) making long kicks and (Britton) Colquitt, a weapon, and then we 
know defensively they’re going to put a lot of pressure on the other team’s offense and force them to make plays 
and create some plays. So we certainly want to do our part.” 
  
On how Lions Head Coach Jim Caldwell can help QB Matthew Stafford grow: “I think a lot of Matt Stafford. I 
think he’s a great quarterback, I know Jim Caldwell’s a great coach and I think Detroit will be - I think they’ll get 
going. Like I said, we played well tonight on defense and put them in some tough situations, but I thought they’ve 
got a really good football team.” 
  
BRONCOS LB DEMARCUS WARE 
On getting to Lions QB Matthew Stafford: “We really harped on getting pressure on him this week. He’s a quick-
passing quarterback and sometimes the sacks, they don’t come, but we’ve got to be able to still get pressure on 
him, let him know that we’re there to sort of mix up his rhythm. We were pretty effective this game getting pressure 
on him.” 
 
On the defense making plays all across the board: “You know what, I tell the guys all the time, the two’s are just 
as good as the one’s. It doesn’t matter who’s out there. Everybody’s out there playing aggressive, they’re doing 
their technique and making those big plays. They’ve come at the right time in these last two weeks. I’m just proud 
of the guys for just playing that way.” 
  
On the defense keeping the team in the game: “We said the game had to be won, and especially on defense. 
The defensive line, we had to be aggressive and put pressure on the quarterback to be consistent week in and 
week out. This is the type of defense we’re trying to be. We’ve been able to get big turnovers to give the offense 
short field, and then they’re scoring their points. That’s all that matters.” 



  
BRONCOS LB VON MILLER 
On the team’s intensity resulting in both penalties and big plays: “I don’t really like to get into ref calls and all 
that stuff, but I am going to say this. I think some of the calls just should not have been called. It wasn’t just my 
calls. Chris’ (Harris) pass interference call, but we’ll get out of this and we’ll be good.” 
  
On if he felt the defense rattled Lions QB Matthew Stafford: “Probably, we got the win. That’s always on the 
board, get pressure on the quarterback, so I think we accomplished that.” 
  
On why the defense has been so effective: “I don’t know, it’s really just the same stuff we’ve been doing. I would 
be lying if I said I could pinpoint one thing, it’s a combination of stuff. I think it starts with the personalities we have 
around the facility from the coaching staff to our players. I would be lying if I said it was this or that, but I feel good 
about where we are.” 
  
BRONCOS WR DEMARYIUS THOMAS 
On his touchdown catch: “It was called to both sides. It was called to my side and Emmanuel’s (Sanders) side 
and I guess he just saw me beat him. They were squatting some in the game, so we took advantage of that on that 
play.” 
  
On his fumble: “Tried to make a play, tried to convert a third down and messed around. Knowing I shouldn’t reach 
the ball, I knew it was a fumble right when I got up because I was chasing him. I’m glad they called it down. They 
still scored, but that was just bad on my part.” 
  
On WR Bennie Fowler’s play tonight: “I knew he could play, period. He came in tonight, had some key first-down 
catches and he’s going to continue to help us out.” 
  
BRONCOS TE OWEN DANIELS 
On running out of the pistol formation on offense: “I think Peyton (Manning) is pretty comfortable in the gun and 
when we give that pistol look. I think when you have the back offset, it kind of gives things away a lot of the times, 
especially in the run game. We’ve got the pistol look, a little more ambiguity there in terms of what we’re doing. If 
he’s comfortable in that, it doesn’t change anything up front for us.” 
  
On if this offense is similar to Kubiak’s offense from Houston: “It is. We’re running the same run plays. We’ve 
installed our offense the exact same way we’ve done it the past 10 years. We’ve kept some of what they’ve done in 
the past here in terms of no-huddle stuff and up-tempo things, so we’re just trying to mesh that together and figure 
out what we do best.” 
  
On if the offense is a work in progress: “It is. You see it, we haven’t been playing our best. It just seems like 
we’re finding ways to win games where we’re coming through in the end in clutch situations the last few weeks with 
big drives at the end of games, but we’re trying to make it easy on ourselves as the year goes along.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIONS HEAD COACH JIM CALDWELL 
Opening statement: “Disappointing loss for us, obviously, and the really disappointing part of it is the fact that 
they’re a good football team. They have a lot of good players, they made some excellent plays, big plays and we 
didn’t make enough. The two big catches over the top were great plays and we didn’t stop one of the two or either 
one of them. But, the big thing is the penalties disturbed us a bit because of the fact that we had nine and a couple 
of them real crucial and that’s far too many. Then also the turnovers, so anytime that you have that many turnovers, 
I think we were minus three in terms of the turnover ratio – We were minus one, excuse me, in the turnover ratio 
and that’s going to give you some problems. Particularly, against a team that is as well-oiled as that team. Thought 
our defense fought hard there certainly, got them off the field a number of times and we just couldn’t put enough 
drives together to score enough points, make enough big plays. So we’ve got to keep working. We’ve got a lot of 
work to do, obviously.” 
  
On the answer to the offense keeping the opposing defense off-balance and if he’s open to play calling : 
“The first part of it, talking about mixing it up a little bit, we wanted to really make certain that we ran the ball more 
than we had run it previously. I think we had 18 attempts and even that’s probably a little bit skewed because of 
that fact that there were a couple other runs called that just kind of the nature of how it operates that we didn’t get 
or it was kicked outside to Calvin (Johnson) or one of those kinds of deals. I just think we’ve just got to be a bit 
more patient in our running just like we’ve been trying to do. It’s hard, it’s dirty work, it’s not going to be pretty all the 
time, but at some point in time, usually if you give it enough time, usually it’ll pop one here or there. But, the big 
thing I think that hurt because we were moving the ball, they were turnovers. We got down in the second half a 
couple times in scoring territory and, obviously, and a couple of them go against us. One on the great interception 
and the other was ruled as a fumble, but we’ve got to get better. We’re not good enough right now, we’ve got to 
better. We’re not playing well enough right now, I should say.” 
  
On the quarterback’s responsibility to take care of the football:  “Well, it’s everybody. It’s a team game, so 
there are a lot of things that factor into it. There’s things that happen quickly out there on the field sometimes that 
you can’t see until you get a chance to look at the film, so I’ll look at that film and see exactly where.” 
  
On if he thought QB Matthew Stafford’s arm went forward on the fumble play:  “Sure, I did.” 
  
On the referee’s explanation of that play: “They didn’t think it did, evidently. Pretty obvious to me.” 
  
On how costly the initial ruling of ‘down by contact’ was on CB Quandre Diggs’ fumble recovery: “It is what 
it is, you know. We got the ball. We had an opportunity to score and I’m not going to make a big deal out of those 
kinds of things. That’s a loser’s approach to it. We’ve got to play better, that’s the bottom line.” 
  
On Broncos WR Demaryius Thomas getting past Lions CB Darius Slay on 4th-and-1: “Well, you know, it was 
highlighted. The time of the game, you know, right there at the end. You’re making them kick a field goal in that 
situation, possibly. There are a lot of factors there. The kid went up and made a great play. Slay was in good 
position, he just couldn’t elevate quite high enough and it cost us.” 
  
On the referee’s explanation of Stafford’s fumble: “You know, evidently, they thought it was a fumble rather 
than a forward pass.” 
  
On if the referees had conclusive evidence: “I don’t get into all that stuff. Once they rule on it, that’s the way it 
goes.” 
  
On Slay’s overall performance: “I’ll look at it and see. You know, obviously with those two plays, you could see 
those were quite evident. But overall, I think he did some other things pretty well, but those two plays are going to 
stick out. They’re going to jump out at you. But like I said, we get a little better pass rush, and maybe that doesn’t 
happen. So there’s a lot of things that go into that. I’m not just going to blame him.” 
  



On how he plans on getting the team to re-group: “Well, the thing is there’s different – You said it right. We do 
have 13 games left. They aren’t handing out any trophies after three games, and you can’t be eliminated after three 
games. I know there are all the stats that are out there about who does what at 0-3, I don’t care about all that stuff. 
What I care about is trying to get better. I thought we made a little headway, and when we look at the film I think 
there are going to be some things that we can take away that we can build upon, which we have to. Then we have 
to get ready for another tough team, a difficult team that we have to play on the road. So it doesn’t get any easier.” 
  
On how he can accelerate the offensive line’s progression: “Yeah, you know, if it was left up to us, we would 
make it happen real fast. But the fact of the matter is it sometimes doesn’t happen as fast as you’d like. It never 
does in terms of coaching. But we had some guys that were kind of in and out a little bit and working at it, but we 
still, regardless of injuries, we still should be playing better. That’s the key. We ought to be playing better, and that’s 
what we have to make certain that we do. I think oftentimes you can make all the excuses that you want, but the 
fact of the matter is we should be playing better and we must, and that’s my job. I’m not doing a very good job with 
these guys right now. They’re not getting the message, so we’ve got to make certain that we keep moving forward.” 
  
On why the team brought in T LaAdrian Waddle at right tackle:  “That was one – We had designated that early 
on, just that we were going to do it that way, so that happened. We had thought about it and put it in place prior to. 
Give Waddle a chance to get in there and get his feet wet. I mean, obviously, he’s coming back from a pretty 
extensive injury, but he’s making progress.” 
  
On injury updates to G Larry Warford and DE Ezekiel Ansah:  “Not as of yet. I don’t know the extent of it, but 
we’ll look at it and evaluate them.” 
  
On Denver’s defense and LB DeMarcus Ware:  “They played very good defense. I think the thing that gave us 
the most problems is the two turnovers that they were able to get. They made some very, very good plays and we 
knew coming in that they had two of the best pass rushers in the league. Those two guys on the outside can move, 
they can give you problems. We’ve just got to do a little bit better job. That’s a good football team.” 
  
On the odd calls from the referees:  “Probably not worth even discussing to be honest with you. It just doesn’t 
make any sense. It’s not worth discussing. It’s one of those things that they thought the rule could be applied one 
way and then realized it couldn’t be applied that way, so it was changed.” 
  
On K Matt Prater being under the weather:  “The fact of the matter is, he was healthy enough to play, the doctors 
felt, so he’s fine.” 
  
On whose fault it is on the penalty with seven men on one side of the ball:  “Me, I’m at fault. I’m responsible 
for all of that stuff that goes on. There’s no question about it. I’m at fault.” 
  
On how Broncos QB Peyton Manning played:  “He does what he usually does. He’s one of those guys. He’s a 
very accurate guy. I think he was over 70 percent and he’s got the ability to break your back, which he did a couple 
of times with two big plays.” 
 
LIONS QB MATTHEW STAFFORD 
On moving forward with the season following an 0-3 start: “You’ve just got to go take a look at the film. You 
know, we had some spurts of really good play, both sides of the ball today. Penalties hurt us. I had turnovers that 
hurt us. You correct some of those things, you know, we play a whole lot better.” 
 
On his fumble: “You know, I felt like I was trying to throw it to Ameer (Abdullah), but we never got a replay in the 
stadium. I didn’t see. I didn’t get to check it out.” 
 
On what the officials told him on that play: “All he said to me was that it got confirmed as a fumble upstairs, so 
however that happens, I don’t know.” 



On forcing throws versus the defense making plays on his interceptions: “The first one was a heck of a play, 
for sure. They’re in man coverage with two deep safeties and he’s playing the guy on the outside and we’ve got the 
play we want called, really, and the route we want. Probably going to throw that ball 99 more times out of 100. The 
guy made a heck of a play. The last one, you know, we’re trying – It’s third-and-extra-long. We’ve got to make a 
play to go down, try and score and win the game. Another great play, the guy tipped it to himself about four times. I 
wish I could have thrown it six inches higher, maybe we have a catch for a first down.” 
 
On Broncos CB Bradley Roby’s interception and if the offense is being perceived as predictable: “That’s a 
play we hadn’t run all season, so I don’t think it’s predictable. You know, I think the kid just made a great play. 
These guys, you know, for the Broncos, they do a good job playing with their eyes in the backfield. All of them play 
off and jump routes and do that sort of stuff, but it’s the correct place to go with the ball and just, the guy made a 
good play.” 
 
On salvaging the season ahead: “We’ve got 13 more football games starting next Monday night, so we’ve just got 
to prepare to win and find ways to play a little bit better, little bit cleaner.” 
 
LIONS WR GOLDEN TATE 
On tonight’s game:  “They made some plays and we didn’t make enough. At the end of the day, it comes down to 
protecting your quarterback, penalties and keeping the ball in your hands. If you do those three things, you’re going 
to give yourself a good chance to win the ballgame. If you don’t do those things, it’s going to make it way tougher. 
It’s been the same thing all year, so we just have to fix it.” 
  
On if he sees any progress with the offense:  “I definitely saw steps forward. We made some great plays. We 
moved the ball well against a good defense, but then we would have a setback or we would have a penalty. A guy 
would jump early or a fumble or throw an interception when we had momentum, or the quarterback was on the 
ground. There’s no one to blame for it. It’s a collective effort. It’s got to change quick.” 
  
On how much the turnovers hurt:  “Yeah, we’re moving the ball nicely and, boom, momentum lost all of a 
sudden. Go in and watch this film, try to learn from it because I guarantee we’re going to see something similar 
from here on out. It’s a copy-cat league and we’ll see.” 
  
LIONS TE ERIC EBRON 
On how surprised he is that the team is 0-3:  “Not really. I mean, I’m surprised because of the players and how 
great we are, how great we look every day, so I’m really surprised, but it’s the NFL. A few mistakes can make you 
3-0 or 0-3, so we are 0-3 because of the mistakes that we’ve been having and the mental errors and things like 
that. So we just have to continue to work hard and get better.” 
  
On the self-inflicted mistakest:  “Yeah. I mean, that’s why we’re 0-3. We’re hurting ourselves. No one in this 
league can match us or play against us unless we hurt ourselves and we’ve been doing that for three straight 
weeks. We’ll get better at it.” 
  
On if the offense is getting closer to where they want it to be:  “Yeah, we’re connecting and we bond like no 
other. We’ll get it together. It’s just taking time. We don’t have a lot of time, but it takes time.” 
  
LIONS RB THEO RIDDICK 
On starting 0-3:  “Definitely very difficult. We just have to lessen up the penalties and we’ll be OK.” 
  
On if the self-inflicting wounds are frustrating:  “Yeah, for sure. Like I said, we have less penalties and the end 
of the game would’ve been a little different.” 
  
On if the offense is getting closer to finding its groove:  “Yeah, for sure. But you also got to realize, Denver is a 
great defense. They played their hats off today and they played well.” 



  
On if the turnovers were due to trying to make too much happen:  “I couldn’t tell you. We’re always trying to 
make plays and that’s just how the game panned out.” 
  
On the running backs catching so many passes:  “We have really great receivers, so you have to respect them. 
Our idea was if they’re not open, to dump the ball down.” 
  
LIONS S JAMES IHEDIGBO 
On the loss tonight: “Yeah, I don’t know. I’m kind of speechless. We let one get away. When you think of how 
hard we fought throughout the whole entire game, how well we played on defense, as well as how well we played 
on special teams and how we played as a team, even on offense, coming into the final five minutes of the game. 
There are positive things there, but it comes down to us making plays that we’re capable of making. That goes on 
defense, that goes on offense, the whole team. There are plays at the end of the game where we have to focus, we 
have to concentrate and we have to make those plays. We have the guys to make those plays, so we have to make 
those plays.” 
  
On the costly penalties: “Penalties across the board today were costly. In a game this close, it comes down to 
little things. It’s a game of inches and we have a game this close and you’re fighting tooth and nail all the way to the 
end, you can’t be on the wrong side of those penalties. You have to keep your concentration and you’ve got to 
make the plays you’re supposed to make.” 
  
On any concern that the team is further from where they expected to be after tonight: “No, not at all. There 
are a lot of positives that we can hang our hats on. Playing more consistent, you know. We played consistent. All 
the way until five minutes left in the fourth quarter we were playing like the Detroit Lions and now it just comes 
down to finishing. We have the guys for the job, we’re going to circle the wagons and become closer together. 
Times like this, you can’t have division within. You’ve got to play for each other, continue to have your brother’s 
back and we’ll turn this thing around.” 
  
LIONS CB RASHEAN MATHIS 
On the Lions’ Radio Network, 97.1 FM The Ticket 
  
On the defense’s performance:  “Fair assessment, there are no moral victories in this league. The outcome is the 
ail for us. Tonight as a defense, we can build off of this game. We played good football. Not good enough to win, 
but it was definitely better than the last two weeks.” 
  
On how surprised he is by the 0-3 start:  “We feel we’re still a playoff contender. Regardless of what the 
percentages are or what the stats say, that hasn’t changed. There’s 13 games left in the season. Did we start like 
we wanted? No. There’s two things we can do, we can tuck our tails in or we can pin our ears back. And we got the 
character in this locker room that we’re going to pin our ears back and we’re going to fight tooth and nail. We did 
that tonight. Unfortunately, you can’t win them all. We definitely would’ve liked to win a couple of these out of the 
three, but it didn’t work out that way. But it’s still early in the season and we have to understand that and don’t let 
our ears open up too much where we hear too much.” 
  
LIONS CB DARIUS SLAY 
On the momentum shift in the final five minutes of play: “Yeah, it was tough. We always had a little five-minute 
drill, but it just kind of went both ways. At that time right then, I felt like if I had picked that ball off, it would’ve been a 
whole different thing, too, in those five minutes. It’s just big plays here and there, but other than that we played 
great defense out there. We were getting pressure on the quarterback, had great disguises, we just didn’t come up 
with big enough plays.” 
  
On if the offense not making plays takes its toll on the defense: “No, that’s what we’re out there for. Our 
defense, we operate just like our offense. If they need to score eight touchdowns, we don’t want to give up any 



points as a defense, so we’re going to put it on us. We put it on us if we take a loss because we always think the 
offense just needs to score one touchdown.” 
  
On if he thinks about being in an 0-3 hole as a team: “No, we have 13 games left. It’s a long season and 
anything can happen, you know. Just keep playing ball how we are, keep progressing. 
  

 


