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POSTGAME QUOTES FROM HOUSTON TEXANS 
 
HEAD COACH BILL O’BRIEN 
T DUANE BROWN 
OLB KOURTNEI BROWN 
RB JONATHAN GRIMES 
QB BRIAN HOYER 
CB KEVIN JOHNSON 
QB RYAN MALLETT 
OLB WHITNEY MERCILUS 
FS RAHIM MOORE 
 
HEAD COACH BILL O’BRIEN (Transcribed by Hannah Pietsch and Ellie Pardee) 
(on how QBs Ryan Mallett and Brian Hoyer played tonight) “No, I’m not going to get in to an evaluation of any 
players. I’ll just tell you that we just told the team that there was some good, there was some bad, there was some 
ugly, and we have to really come back to work on Monday and really try to improve as a team. I’m not really going 
to evaluate individual players or anything like that.” 
 
(on if it will be easier to make his decision on the starting quarterback after tonight’s game) “Like anything else 
we’ll review the film, we’ll try to see where we’re at on Monday as a team. We’ll review the film tomorrow, and 
we’ll go from there.”  
 
(on if he was disappointed in the overall effort made tonight) “Oh yeah. Anytime you go out there and you don’t 
win, that’s never something that you feel good about. The whole night, coaches and players, we all have to do a 
lot better.”  
 
(on the performance of the defense) “I thought in the beginning, they did some decent things. Overall though, 
we’ve got to play the run better. Seems like we’re giving up some big runs, cutback runs, things like that. We have 
to play the run better, but overall, as a unit, there was some decent things out there. Scored a touchdown on 
defense which was good.” 
 
(on if Hoyer or Mallett was able to break the tie for the starting quarterback position) “Probably be tough to do. I 
think we are looking at it all the way from OTAs through training camp through these preseason games. I do think 
it’s very even. And that says a lot about both guys. They’ve really put a lot of time in. Was it great tonight? That’s 
really the whole offense. I thought the whole offense was really subpar tonight. I don’t think it was any one guy’s 
fault. I’d say it starts with me. It starts with me, and I’ve got to do a better job with the offense. We’ll sit down, we’ll 
review, we’ll make thoughtful decisions on every position.” 
 
(on if he would like to have a starting QB in place before the next preseason game) “I don’t know. What I’d like to 
do is make a decision that is best for the team. I’m not in to the timing of it or anything. At the end of the day, one 
of the things you’ve got to think about too is your first opponent and giving them a competitive advantage and 
things like that. We’ll figure it out. We’ll figure out what we want to do. I feel like we’re in a pretty good place with 
both of those guys as far as our evaluation and what we know about them, but we’re not in a rush to make any 
decisions.” 
 
(on what he has seen from QB Tom Savage) “It’s getting better. Again, it’s hard. It’s very difficult when you’re a 
young quarterback in this league. It’s a hard thing. It takes a while to develop, and I think he’s really done a good 
job. He’s worked hard. I think I said this last week, you’re just never really going to know until he actually gets his 
shot. And maybe he’ll get his shot at some point, and when he does, he’s just got to be ready to take advantage 
of it. In the preseason, he’s done some good things. He’s throws a nice ball, he’s a good passer, and he’s 
improved a lot as player in the year and change that he’s been here.”  
 
(on if he was surprised by the performance of S Quintin Demps) “Demps is a guy that’s been around. He’s been 
here, so he’s comfortable in Houston, not necessarily with our coaching staff, but he’s played in similar defenses, 
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so he was able to pick it up. He’s a smart player. Made some decent plays today. I know that he’s a good pro, and 
he’s come in here and worked hard the first week he’s been here.” 
 
(on OLB Kourtnei Brown’s performance) “He’s done a good job. He’s made a lot of improvement in his game. 
He’s in a very competitive position, but he’s certainly made a lot of plays.” 
 
(on how the defense played against Broncos QB Peyton Manning) “Again, it’s the second preseason game. I 
really wouldn’t look too much in to the second preseason game. I think we’re all disappointed that we didn’t win 
the game, but like I always tell you in the preseason, thank God that doesn’t count in the standings. We have to 
improve. I’ll leave those questions up to the Denver Broncos. I don’t know. I thought that we did a decent job 
defensively early in the game, and I thought it was ok. It’s only the second preseason game.”  
 
(on CB Kevin Johnson already playing at a high level) “You know, I thought that when we drafted him in the first 
round that we had a guy that was a very smart player, good transition, and I thought if he could really adjust to the 
pro game that he could probably help us at some point in his first year. He’s done a good job, he’s got a lot of 
improving to make, the rules in college are different than the rules in the pros, but he's done a good job coming in 
here as a rookie for the first couple of months he’s been here.”  
 
(on what they needed to do to be more successful against Broncos QB Peyton Manning) “What would it have 
taken? I don’t know, I don’t understand that. I don’t know. I’ve never coached against him with the Houston 
Texans in the regular season; I did last year in the preseason. Again, I think that the defense, we have 90 guys on 
the roster, so there’s 90 guys. We played a lot of guys, lot of different combinations of guys. I really wouldn’t read 
too much into who we stopped, what we did, I think it’s more about like, go back, watch the film, see what we can 
do schematically to be better, all those different things. Yeah were there some good things? Yes, there certainly 
were, especially on defense, and I think our sky punt was pretty good where we pinned them in there a couple 
times inside the five, but offensively we’ve got to really make some improvements.”  
 
(on if he feels confident they have the running backs they’ll need or if they need to add more) “I like the backs we 
have. I think that the backs that we have all have different types of skill sets and different types of abilities, but I 
think as a unit we have to just do a better job in the running game. I think that there were signs that it was ok at 
times, and then other times it was not as good so we have to really work hard this week. This week’s a big week. 
It’s a big week for everything, third preseason game, it’s a big week, longer week practice-wise because we don’t 
play until Sunday, so hopefully we can make some improvements this week. But the backs that we have, I’m fine 
with the backs we have.”  
 
(on how CB Charles James II played today, especially on special teams) “You know, there’s a guy that’s a very 
competitive guy, and he shows up in a lot of different areas, showed up tonight on special teams, made some 
really good plays. So he’s in a very competitive position on our roster, but he’s certainly held his own within that 
position.”  
 
(on if he’s looking for players who can help out in more than one area) “Yes.”  
 
(on if he knows how long the starters will be in for the New Orleans game) “Not really, we’re going to talk about 
that. Every team is different, I think that most of the time we do approach the third preseason game, we treat it 
like a regular season game schedule-wise during the week, we’ll do those things. But we’re going to really sit 
down as a staff and talk about how much certain guys will play, whether they’ll play at all, all those different 
things. I think our team, our 2015 Houston Texans team is a little bit different than some other teams that I’ve 
been around and that would be something I would probably say to you every year. We’ll evaluate it this week and 
figure out the best way to go.”  
 
(on if he knows the QB's playing times for the third preseason game) “No.” 
 
(on how much practice serves as an evaluate of his players) “Practice is very important. I don’t know if I would put 
a percentage on it. I’d just tell you that practice is a big part of the evaluation. Big, big part. Yep.” 
 
T DUANE BROWN (Transcribed by Edgar Veliz) 
(on the play of the offensive line) “We have to continue to get better as a line. I thought protection was decent in 
the first half. We did take care of the ball. You do those two things, you have a chance. We had a chance there in 



HOUSTON TEXANS vs. DENVER BRONCOS 
 

 
the end but that’s not enough for us. We want to be a productive offense that scores points. We have to get going 
faster and just have more energy coming out of the gate.” 
 
(on the different combinations in the offensive line) “Those guys have been working hard. We’ve all been working 
hard. I think the big thing about our offensive line is the versatility, guys being able to play multiple positions and 
not missing a beat. They are able to get the ground game going and hold up the pass protection, we still have a 
lot to work on. We had a short yardage attempt there that we didn’t get. That is something that we really pride 
ourselves on. So we have to continue to work on that. We have a big game coming up this week. The third 
preseason game is going to be our closest live action, for the older guys and the starters. We have to get it 
corrected.” 
 
(on matching up versus Wade Phillips’ defense) “It was great. They have a great defense over there. Wade 
always mixes it up and brings different pressures. They have some very talented guys over there, DeMarcus 
Ware and Von Miller on the edge. I think it was a great test for us - for Derek Newton and I - to get that action in 
the preseason. I think that we both held up pretty well out there. The biggest thing for us is getting our run game 
going. It has been inconsistent and that is something that we really have to establish.” 
 
OLB KOURTNEI BROWN (Transcribed by Edgar Veliz) 
(on how he felt after he scored the touchdown in the second half) “It felt good. I can’t thank God enough for 
blessing me with the ability to play football.” 
 
(on how he saw his touchdown play develop) “I went as if I was going pass rush, then I dropped back and he 
threw it low enough and I was able to bring the ball in.” 
 
(on the last time he scored a touchdown at any level) “College. It was sort of similar but I had two that day.” 
 
(on if he is making a case for a final roster spot) “I’m just trying to help the team out any way I can. I’m here to 
work hard every day and try to make it carry over to the game.” 
 
(on what it means to have an impact play at this stage of preseason) “It feels good. I’m just trying to do whatever I 
can do to help my team out in any way, shape, form or fashion. I still have a lot of work to do. It is never enough. 
No matter what level or stats you fill up, there is always work. I have to continue to work and get better.” 
 
(on taking advantage of every snap this preseason) “Every time I put my helmet on I go out and do the best I can 
do. I give it my all.”  
 
RB JONATHAN GRIMES (Transcribed by Edgar Veliz) 
(on if he needs to establish a rhythm to be successful) “My role is to help out wherever I can. Whenever they need 
me on the spot, I’ll be as ready as possible.” 
 
(on what he has done to adapt to the offense) “I just try to be very consistent and reliable, just really mentally 
sharp. Avoid mental busts and be someone they can count on.” 
 
(on what tips he has received from RB Arian Foster) “I just have to watch him and patience is key. He is the best 
in the outside zone. You think you know where he is going but you don’t know where he is going until the last 
minute and it is too late. Definitely working on my patience and running routes. It has helped a lot and it is 
definitely different styles, it is not necessarily my style but I take from different running backs here and there.” 
 
(on if patience is hard to learn at this level) “When you’re amped up and ready to get after it, the clock in your 
head is just going. Sometimes you have a little more time than you think.” 
 
QB BRIAN HOYER (Transcribed by Ryan Cantrell) 
(on how he played today) “I think as an offense as a whole, we got to get better, regardless of who’s in there 
playing. I know when I was in there we got in some second-and-longs and last week we were able to overcome 
them with some third down conversions, but this week we weren’t able to. See when you get behind schedule or 
off track, it’s hard to overcome especially against a good defense.”   
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(on if he expected a corner blitz in a preseason game) “I am trying to get rid of it quick and the guy came so fast I 
couldn’t see around him. I didn’t want to throw an interception, but that’s definitely on me. It had nothing to do with 
the offensive line. So now your second-and-fifteen and behind the chains. You definitely don’t want to get in that 
rhythm.”  
 
(on what he liked about his performance today) “I would have to go back and look. Right now after a loss, it feels 
pretty bad. You are not really sure what was good, what was bad. Obviously, you get in there and watch the film, 
evaluate, make the corrections and get better.”   
 
(on if he feels bad for losing even in a preseason game) “Oh for sure. We don’t come out here to lose that’s for 
sure. I mean anyone who is competitive wants to win the game regardless of who’s playing, so we will come back 
in, evaluate, make those corrections and hopefully have a better week next week.”  
 
(on how he felt this week coming off the bench instead of starting) “No, I never really changed my mentality. You 
never know when you are going to get put in there so you just have to stay on your toes and be ready.”   
 
(on how he feels about his entire body of work at camp up to this point and where things stand) “I am not real sure 
about that. I mean it’s up to Coach (O’Brien). I think for me, I try to come out here every day and be the best 
quarterback I can be for this team whether I am starting or coming off the bench, whatever it is. That decision will 
be left up to him and for me, I just try to focus on me as an individual player and what I can do to help this team 
win.” 
 
(on if he feels good about where he is at right now) “Yeah. I mean I think at this point there are still things that 
need to be corrected and get fixed, but I don’t feel poorly about where I am at. I don’t know if I would say I feel 
great. I think we have a long way to go as an entire offensive unit, myself included. The offense is only going to go 
as far as the quarterback takes it. That doesn’t mean you have to go out there and makes plays. You take what 
the defense gives you and operate the offense. For me, even going back to OTA’s and minicamp, I try to come 
out every day and be the best quarterback that day for this team.” 
 
(on how he feels about the entire scheme and being in Houston to this point) “It’s everything I thought it would be 
when I decided to sign here. It’s been everything that I could of hoped for. Obviously, tonight’s not a great night. 
We lose the game and the offense doesn’t do a great job, but you keep building and working towards that main 
goal of getting better as an offense.” 
 
CB KEVIN JOHNSON (Transcribed by Omar Majzoub) 
(on facing Broncos WR Demaryius Thomas) “It felt good. You know, just to go out there and go against somebody 
who’s been very accomplished in the NFL. Getting that look, so I kind of know what it feels like in the future.” 
 
(on having success against Broncos WR Demaryius Thomas) “It felt good. You know, to come out here and know 
I can play.” 
 
(on taking another step forward tonight) “Yeah, every game I’m just trying to get better, improve from last 
weekend and improve day to day. That’s kind of like been my motto in my head. Trying to come in here every day 
and get better.” 
 
(on playing with confidence) “It’s pretty important to me. Just to go out there and have fun. It’s football. It’s what I 
love to do, so just go out there and have fun.” 
 
(on his progress to this point) “I think I’ve done pretty good so far, but there are a lot of things I need to get better 
at. I’m just taking it day by day and trying to improve every day. Try not to take a step back.” 
 
(on how the defense played) “I think we played pretty good. I haven’t looked at the tape yet, so I’m going to do 
that first thing in the morning tomorrow and see what we can improve on.” 
 
(on if he felt more comfortable) “Yeah, I felt pretty comfortable going out there, knowing the guys around me. I 
knew what they were doing. Just going out there and trying to play as fast as I could.” 
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(on if he was less nervous in his second game) “Yeah, it was good playing against the 49ers last week and kind of 
seeing what it was like out there. Then coming in this week and playing against the Broncos, it kind of had a 
familiar - I was pretty familiar with what to expect a little bit.” 
 
(on playing against a good offense like the Broncos) “It’s definitely- you know, you got to be on your p’s and q’s. 
With me, it was my first time playing against Peyton (Manning). Just trying to go out there and stay focused and 
not let the game get too big.” 
 
(on playing against Broncos QB Peyton Manning) “Yeah, yeah. It was pretty cool. It was pretty cool just going out 
there, lining up, and looking in at the quarterback and it was Peyton Manning. That’s pretty cool.” 
 
(on not getting distracted when playing against great players) “I try not to worry about it at all. There are great 
players on every NFL team. Just coming in and just playing football, doing my job is what I’m worried about.”  
 
QB RYAN MALLETT (Transcribed by Ryan Cantrell) 
(on how he felt today) “We started alright. We’ve got to come out faster. I was just trying to get into a rhythm.”   
 
(on if it’s hard to get into a rhythm when you aren’t staying in the game that long) “I don’t know if it’s tough, but 
when you’re playing the whole game it’s easier to bounce back and make bigger plays when they are called.”  
 
(on how he felt this week playing with the starters compared to last week) “I felt good. It felt good. It felt normal. I 
wish I could have played longer, but it is what it is.”  
 
(on how tough it is when you want to play but you are in a rotation with others) “I mean it’s part of preseason 
football. I think all of the guys at the end of the game want to be out there to try and help, but its part of the 
evaluation period for the coaches and the organization.”  
 
(on what he liked about his performance when he left the field) “We made of couple of first downs, but there were 
more plays to be made out there, so we just got to make better plays.”  
 
(on if he was told about what will be the situation will be like for next week in regards to playing time) “No. They 
have not.”   
 
OLB WHITNEY MERCILUS (Transcribed by Edgar Veliz) 
(on the play of the defense) “It was pretty good. There are always good things and bad things. We want to 
capitalize on not making bad plays and make more good plays for ourselves.” 
 
(on the improvement of the defense from last year to this year) “We are leagues beyond where we were last year 
around this time. The young guys are playing good, doing a heck of a job. With the offense, defense and special 
teams, our mentality is different compared to last year. This year, we don’t accept losing, we don’t like that. So 
coming into this game we gave it away towards the end, but there are a lot of things we have to clean up even 
though there were some positives out there. We have to be able to actually hone down and play good football all 
around.” 
 
(on preparing for the third preseason game) “We have to play complementary football. Capitalizing on each 
other’s success–offense capitalizing off of defense—even capitalizing off of special teams and stuff like that. We 
had a lot of communication errors out there. A couple breakdowns especially when the offense started going 
tempo on us. We have to be able to be composed and play some good football when that happens.” 
 
FS RAHIM MOORE (Transcribed by Hannah Pietsch) 
(on how the team played in tonight’s game) “As a team, we improved. Personally, I improved for sure. That’s what 
it’s all about. Being real with yourself and looking at yourself in the mirror, and saying how can you improve, what 
can you do to get better? Last week, it wasn’t like I played terrible, it’s getting a rough start. Today, I feel more 
comfortable. I’m more comfortable within the team, in the scheme. It was a good day.”  
 
(on what the defense did well against Broncos QB Peyton Manning) “We just competed. I was telling the defense 
some tips from me being there for four years. We contested all throws. We stopped the run, which is very good. 
And I don’t think they even passed the 50, which is good. Especially for somebody that’s not really game 
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planning, we’re out there just winging it. But that’s a good football team we played tonight, and I think defensively 
we played pretty good.”  
 
(on if stopping the run is key against any team) “Of course, you’ve got to stop the run. A lot of people talk about 
this league is a passing league, but it’s not if you stop the run. I mean if you don’t stop the pass, they pass on you. 
If you don’t stop either one, they’re going to do either one. When you stop the run, it doesn’t wear your defense 
out, so now you make a team one dimensional, so I think that we’re getting better at that. Mind you, we don’t even 
have our starters out there and we’re stopping the run, so that shows you the depth that we have and the 
potential that we have to be great in this defense.” 
 
(on the performance of CB Kevin Johnson) “My boy did good. I’m proud of him. He has some incredible 
confidence, incredible technique, quickness, footwork. He’s a hawk. He’s one of my favorites to watch. He’s 
learning from two great guys in Kareem (Jackson) and J-Jo (Johnathan Joseph). He’s funny, because when he 
makes plays, he celebrates, and he’s very hard on himself too. He’s a rookie. He came in very humble, hungry, 
inquisitive, and he’s going to be a great corner in this league.”  
 
(on if Johnson does a good job of forgetting previous plays and moving on) “Yeah, he does a great job at that. He 
does a great job at that. You know this league is all about one snap and clear. Whatever you did the previous 
snap, it doesn’t matter. For a young guy like that, with that type of mindset, it’s really big for him to have that at 
corner.” 
 
(on if he is seeing positive things from Johnson in the meeting and locker rooms) “Of course. He’s taking notes. 
He’s always asking questions about Champ Bailey, so I tell him everything he does, word for word, walk for walk, 
everything he does. He just takes what I tell him and certain things he tries to implement in his game.” 
 
(on if CB Johnathan Joseph and CB Kareem Jackson are good with CB Kevin Johnson asking about Champ 
Bailey) “Absolutely. They sit by J-Jo and Kareem, so they are always on his head every day getting him better. 
He’s learning from those two guys, and they’re having a great camp. That’s a great duo to have and learn from.”  
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POSTGAME QUOTES FROM DENVER BRONCOS 
 
HEAD COACH GARY KUBIAK 
RB C.J. ANDERSON 
TE OWEN DANIELS 
WR CORBIN LOUKS 
QB PEYTON MANNING 
OLB VON MILLER 
T TY SAMBRAILO 
QB TREVOR SIEMIAN 
WR DEMARYIUS THOMAS 
WLB DEMARCUS WARE 
 
HEAD COACH GARY KUBIAK (Transcribed by Hannah Pietsch and Christiana Johns) 
(on OLB Shane Ray’s injury) “He’s fine. Got rolled up a little bit and wanted to go back in. We ended up holding 
him, or actually, I think he did go back in for a little bit. But he’s OK. The only thing we have is Brandon (CB Tevrin 
Brandon). He’s got an ankle, but other than that, we’re OK.”  
 
(on how QB Peyton Manning operated tonight) “I thought he operated fine. We didn’t help him in a couple of 
situations. On third down, we had a couple of big drops on the three or four series that he played. But I thought he 
was sharp in running the group and running the no huddle for the first time out. We’ve just got to grow off of that 
and come back next week and play a little bit more.”  
 
(on not having a quarterback controversy) “No, I don’t think so. Brock (Osweiler) came in and made some good 
plays. I thought he missed some too. And then the young kid (Zac Dysert), he spins the ball really well. We knew 
that coming out. It’s just a question of if all the other pieces can maybe fall in to place. He’s very calm, so we’ll 
see, but he’s making a lot of progress.” 
 
(on what it felt like being back in Houston tonight) “It’s business as usual. Obviously, I’ve got a lot of games 
invested here, a lot of years invested here, a childhood invested here as a matter of fact. It’s great to see people. 
It’s great to see a lot of the players that were a big part of my life for a long time, but reality is the game is over 
and preseason moves on and it’s time to get ready for the season. We’ve got a lot of work to do.”  
 
(on coming back this year as a head coach compared to as an offensive coordinator last year) “I wouldn’t say so. 
If you last long enough in this league, you’re probably going to come back to a few places, so that’s just part of 
the job.” 
 
(on if he was pleased with the performance of the offensive line) “I’m pleased with a lot of things that we are 
doing, but I’m very disappointed with what we’re doing right now short yardage wise. I think we’re one for five or 
something like that on third and one. That’s staying on the field, that’s 15 or 20 more plays. That’s the 
disappointing part. We’re trying to become more physical as a team. I think we did run the ball pretty good 
average wise, but you’ve got to stay on the field on third and one. I’ll go back and take a look.”  
 
(on RB Ronnie Hillman moving up and complimenting the offense) “He’s moved himself up. He’s had a really 
good camp. He’s the guy in the group that has a little bit different – I don’t want to say talent; you know what I 
mean – the gear to get the ball to the edge so he’s responded, he’s had a really good camp. He deserves more 
reps and he’s playing like that he’s going to continue to get some more. But I thought all of them ran the ball pretty 
good with the opportunities that they had.” 
 
(on hiding QB Trevor Siemian on the practice squad) “We’ve got to find out what he is. There’s no hiding 
anybody. We’re going to let him play. The question of him coming out, there wasn’t much action. He’s kind of split 
time with another quarterback. Like I said, we knew he would throw the ball well, and the thing that’s been 
impressive is that some of the other stuff is starting to take place, running the group and handling – I don’t want to 
say, it’s the preseason stage, but you’re still on the road and backed up on your own 8-yard line to start a big 
drive, so he continues to do those things and he’s trying to prove that he can play in this league, not only make 
this team.” 
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(on what he sees from the defense) “Coming from everywhere, that’s the good thing. We’re a very consistent 
defense. The thing that’s most disappointing is we’re giving up penalties that help people extend drives. So that’s 
something that we’ve got to improve upon. We had a big personal foul, we had a big PI (pass interference) in the 
back end and some third-and-long situations, but I think we’re deep on defense, and that’s a good thing. We’ll 
keep fresh people on the field, and hopefully we can stay after the quarterback.” 
 
(on WR Demaryius Thomas) “It was good for him to go back to work. I thought he worked the last three days at 
camp, probably the best that he has worked. So I wanted him to go out there and play with Peyton (Manning). He 
gets quite a few balls coming his way. Obviously, he’s a fine player, and we need to pick up the reps this week. 
So we’ll do that.” 
 
(on G Louis Vasquez on the offensive line) “Lou is the leader of the group. He’s the elder statesman of all of those 
young guys out there. Lou’s working hard. He’s had a good camp, and like I said, he’s done a good job with the 
group. I think that Matt Paradis has done a really good job for a young player to run the group. So like I said, we 
want to see this. We’re going to have some growing pains but we’re just going to watch them continue to get 
better, and I’ll go take a look. I think we did some things better tonight and obviously we’ve got a lot of things 
we’ve got to improve on.” 
 
(on having to make a tough decision on the kickers and what he was trying to find tonight) “We let Brandon 
McManus do all the kickoffs so that’s a strength of his. Try to go back and forth with the other guys. So the best 
thing we can do right now is continue to put them in a competitive environment and camp and go from there. 
We’ve got plenty of them right now so we’ll give them plenty of work this week.” 
 
(on this game being a homecoming for TE Owen Daniels and if he likes how he’s coming along) “He’s had a good 
camp, and we’ve kind of got him on the same program that we’ve got Peyton (Manning) on as far as giving him 
some time off. He’s a fine player. He knows what he’s doing. He knows how to beat coverage, very smart. I think 
he’s going to be a good fit the more he and Peyton play together, the better they’ll be.” 
 
RB C.J. ANDERSON (Transcribed by Stefan Nolet) 
(on picking up the win) “A win’s a win, and it feels good to win. It doesn’t matter if it’s preseason or not, it always 
feels good to be playing well.” 
 
(on two of his longer runs being called back for holding) “Yeah, that happens, that happens. I felt good, I felt fast, I 
felt quick, I felt like myself, I wasn’t sick. I didn’t have the flu to deal with, so I feel good. We can clean up some of 
that. Some of that is on me making the right cut. I was reacting to things. We always say, ‘if you’re gonna go 
outside, react to this,’ but it was called holding, and that’s what happened on both of them. Those things happen. 
All we can do is clean it up. I think we can start faster as an offense. I think we probably slowed into things, but we 
can start faster as an offense and we’ll be fine.” 
 
(on if there is still a feeling-out process between QB Peyton Manning and coach Gary Kubiak) “I can’t tell you that. 
That’s something you’d have to ask Peyton. I know that he was out there, and he wanted to be out there longer, 
just like myself. I think when we got comfortable and ready to roll with the first unit, they pulled our cards, but that 
happens. We’ll get a lot more reps next week; we know that. All we can do is continue to keep pushing, continue 
to keep growing and hopefully we’ll be fine-tuned and get all the tweaks out of the way before Week 1.” 
 
TE OWEN DANIELS (Transcribed by Francisco Casillas) 
(on his return to Houston in a different uniform) “It’s always good to come back and see old teammates, old 
friends, old media, you know? So it’s always good to see familiar faces, people I spent a lot of time with.” 
 
(on the difference of his experience from last year) “Last year was tough. It was more the emotional return after 
the release and being able to come back and play against your old team. That’s always tough from an emotional 
standpoint the first time around. This time, it was a little different, a little more enjoyable for me. Obviously there 
was a little bit less pressure being preseason and everything, but still it’s good to come back and play against 
your old squad.” 
 
(on the chance to play with QB Peyton Manning) “It’s a lot of fun. It’s all it is cracked up to be. He’s all he’s 
advertised to be. Obviously, you go through everything he’s done in his career but he challenges you, holds you 
accountable, you got to make sure you’re doing everything in the right way or you’re going to hear from him. 
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That’s what you want out of a leader. Just trying to be at the right place for him and do the right thing out there for 
him.” 
 
(on being on the huddle with QB Peyton Manning during OTAs) “I try not to think about this too much, but I had 
his college jersey when I was in junior high, so it goes back to me being a fan even back then when I was 
quarterback back then and obviously he was one of the best to do it in college and at this level and now to be in 
the same huddle with him is pretty special and I look at it as art to play with a guy like that and you just want to 
give your best effort on every down.” 
 
(on the difference on playing for Gary Kubiak when he was a head coach and offensive coordinator) “I think he’s 
similar in just his approach to practice every day, but I think he learned a lot from his last year here and then 
being able to see how someone does it a little differently in Baltimore. I think he took some things from that. He’s 
not too proud to learn and change things a little bit but he’s still the same old Kub. He’s going to hold accountable 
and set you straight and let you know how it really is.” 
 
WR CORBIN LOUKS (Transcribed by ReShun Gilmore) 
(on QB Trevor Siemian) “He’s been taking advantage of his reps as well and when you get in, you just have to do 
the best you can and make plays and be consistent. You know, even if you don’t get your number called twenty 
times a game, you just have to take advantage when you do get your number called.” 
 
(on his mindset as a guy competing for a spot on the team) “Just trying to take advantage of every opportunity. 
My mindset is to first and foremost is I’m thankful to be here. I’m thankful to be a part of a first class organization 
and I’m just trying to take advantage of each and every rep and taking it day by day.” 
 
(on if he knew the ball was going to come to him pre snap) “I didn’t think it was coming to me, but I knew there 
was definitely a chance of the guy being pressed.” 
 
QB PEYTON MANNING (Transcribed by Rachel Jacob and Carrington Gilbert) 
(on tonight and his impressions on the offense) “It was good to get out. Obviously not playing last week, been a 
while since we have been out there on the field and sure you would like to score four touchdowns in four 
possessions but I thought we did some no huddle which is something we have been working on with this offense 
during training camp and I thought we executed that pretty well as far as communications. A lot of guys doing it 
for the first time and this is certainly a different offense, thought that was a good thing. There were no real 
communication errors. Obviously the execution can always be better; we had some self-inflicted wounds that kind 
of kept us from getting into a rhythm and continuing with some drives so we will see some good things from the 
film, and some things that certainly we can improve on.” 
 
(on penalties and dropped passes) “You know it’s hard to say. Those things are a part of football. When they 
happen you want to be able to overcome them. When you are only going to play four possessions it is going to be 
hard to overcome them. Sometimes when you have a drop or a missed throw or a penalty you overcome those on 
that drive or on the next drive and so we really didn’t get a chance to overcome those, but those are certainly 
things you want to eliminate and I don’t see those things being a constant for us this year. I think we will do a 
good job in that category.” 
 
(on relying on WR Demaryius Thomas heavily during the game) “Yeah, obviously it’s not just a coincidence. I am 
trying to get him the ball and get him going. I think the more he can touch the ball, and obviously more with him 
missing minicamp and stuff that is important and so it is good to get him some catches. And like all of us, we are 
all trying to improve and get ready for that regular season opener.” 
 
(on the Broncos’ offensive line) “I thought they did a good job. Like I said, we did some no huddle things and 
communication on the road, for a lot our first time starters, those guys were poised out there. I thought the 
protection was good the whole time I was in there and we’ve always said that if you can do some no huddle you 
have a chance to tire out the defense and hopefully slowed down their pass rush. I can’t speak to that, I can’t 
speak to the defense but our guys handled all the communication and played at a pretty good tempo and I 
thought there were some good things in there.” 
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(on what pleased him most tonight) “Well we got the win. I was really proud of Trevor (Siemian) making that last 
drive and throw and Corbin (Louks) coming down with that ball, it is always good to see that. Those guys, all 
those young guys, have worked real hard in training camp. You know we broke training camp on Thursday and to 
make it through a training camp in the NFL is not easy. Everybody on this roster, right now, has really done a 
good job and so I think the longer you play the more you certainly appreciate young guys trying to earn a spot on 
the team and there are a lot of guys fighting for jobs out there tonight, so it’s really good to see some of those 
guys make plays out there to help us win the game.” 
 
(on doing more audible plays-going from shotgun under center to no huddle) “We were getting up there and going 
with it. We had a game plan and we tried to play at a fast tempo and get up there and go. So there were some 
good things and obviously when you are going no huddle you certainly want to stay on the field. Our first drive is 
not what you want to do, where you go no huddle and then you go three and outs. Obviously, you want to stay on 
the field if you are doing that. Whether you’re huddling or you’re not huddling, you still have to be able to execute. 
So we can certainly execute better. There were some good things, but I think it’s nice that it’s possibly an option 
for us to have in our arsenal this season.” 
  
(on his thoughts QB Tom Savage) “I was watching our defense a little more at the end to tell you the truth. It’s 
something you kind of get to do a little bit more in the preseason, is watch some of these young guys play. So, I’m 
probably the wrong guy to ask on that one.” 
  
(on the sharpness of the first string defense) “They have, it’s been a tough bunch to go against in practice every 
day. It’s competitive practices when you’re going against those guys, but obviously great work for our guys up 
front. With our up-front guys, for the quarterbacks and receivers going against our secondary, it’s always a good 
challenge. They look good in practice and usually when you look good in practice you usually look good on the 
field and they play well. So expecting them to play well all year and obviously it’s nice when you have a lot of 
confidence on that side of the ball to get you the ball back, get you some field position and some turnovers. I 
know that’s what they’re expecting to do all year.” 
  
(on holding back some of the offense for the regular season) “I don’t know how many plays we had. I’ve played 
four positions in two games. I don’t know it’s not that many plays. When you’re out there you’re trying to score, 
you’re trying to convert third downs, you’re trying to convert third-and-short, certainly trying to protect the ball, and 
just execute. So, it doesn’t matter what plays you run, you still have to execute and that’s what we are trying to 
do. Obviously, we will probably get the chance to play a little more next week against San Fran; we are going to 
practice against them for a couple days. Hopefully we can score some points and improve our execution.” 
 
OLB VON MILLER (Transcribed by Francisco Casillas) 
(on the changes a rookie goes during his transition from college to the NFL) “It’s great. The league is the next 
step up from college. Talent level here is way harder than college, but as far as the team and the locker room is 
the same, it’s just a little faster.” 
 
(on the difference between Wade Phillip and John Fox’s defense) “I think more with Coach Phillips, we just don’t 
sit around and wait for stuff to happen. We had a lot of good players last year so it’s easier to sit back and try to 
wait for somebody to make a play. With Coach Phillips, you going to go out there and manufacture a play, and 
that’s what I like about the defense.” 
 
(on the Texans’ lack of challenging the Broncos) “From film and the last game that they played, it’s the type of 
offense they’re going to be, conservative. Mallet, he makes a lot of great decisions, a lot of quick passes. He’s 
right on the money, and yeah it’s exactly what we expected.” 
 
(on practicing against QB Peyton Manning and his play now that he’s healthy) “Whenever Peyton is out there, he 
can make it happened—whenever he’s out there. There’s not too many quarterbacks like that in the league, so 
whenever we go against him, one of the top quarterbacks in the league, it’s good practice for us.” 
 
T TY SAMBRAILO (Transcribed by Stefan Nolet) 
(on how the offense looks after two preseason games) “I feel like, just kind of as a unit, we’ve become a little 
more calm and kind of know what to expect from each other and how the game feels. I think we made some 
uncharacteristic mistakes early, in terms of penalties and just little miscues here and there that we kind of hurt 
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ourselves more than anything they were doing to us. So I think just kind of cleaning those up and continuing to get 
better.”  
 
(on his personal development halfway through the preseason) “I feel like I’m doing alright. I think a lot of it has to 
do with how the guys around me are playing. I think as a unit, we’re doing real well. Just getting better every 
week.” 
 
(on playing with QB Peyton Manning as a rookie) “It’s a dream come true, really. I mean, I’ve been watching him 
play since I was a little kid, so it’s kind of crazy to be out in the huddle and get play calls from him. It’s football still, 
and we’re all here for a reason, we’re all professionals, so it’s your job to protect whoever’s back there, and it just 
happens to be one of the greatest.”  
 
QB TREVOR SIEMIAN (Transcribed by ReShun Gilmore) 
(on his overall play in the game) “I had fun doing it, tried to let it rip. Some guys stepped up and made some big 
plays and won the game for us.” 
 
(on his feelings of the game winning drive) “Yeah, it was good to get out there and get some reps. For sure, I’m 
just trying to take the reps I get and make the most of them. It was a blast for sure.” 
 
(on the back shoulder route to WR Corbin Louks to win the game) “Yeah, it was cover one and I don’t think they 
brought pressure. I wanted things to match up and give the guy a chance to make a play. Corbin has been 
making plays in practice, so he stepped up and did a really good job.” 
 
(on if he feels like he can make any throw on the field) “I think I can do whatever is required. I can do whatever 
throw we have on our offense. I’m still trying to learn though and there is definitely a lot of room for improvement.” 
 
WR DEMARYIUS THOMAS (Transcribed by Stefan Nolet) 
(on getting his first game action of the season) “It’s been a while. It was good to go out and get my feet wet. I’ve 
got some things to work on. I just look forward to next week.” 
 
(on what the offense can improve on) “My second pass, I kinda dropped it. We could’ve converted on that 3rd 
down. That’s one thing I’ll work on. There was a couple more drives, 3rd-and-short, that we’ve got to work on as 
an offense. I thought if we get that down, it’ll be better.” 
 
(on how it felt playing with QB Peyton Manning) “It always feels good with Peyton out there. It’s a little different 
because it’s a new offense, but it’s basically I’m still trying to get back into football shape. Get everything, get the 
new offense, the new routes down and get on the same page against another opponent besides our teammates.” 
 
(on how close he is to being in football shape) “There’s no telling. It just depends. I’m sure if I played that whole 
game today I could’ve. It probably wouldn’t have been my best, but I would’ve did what I had to do to get the job 
done.” 
 
WLB DEMARCUS WARE (Transcribed by Lance Jaramillo) 
(on tonight’s game) “It feels good to play against another opponent instead of practicing against your own 
teammates.  I felt really good physically.  My body did what I wanted it to do, but mentally you have to each week 
get sharper on a lot of the tendencies and being a lot more effective.  It’s a short period of time you’re out there, 
but as the game went on you get in a groove and things get a lot more like home.” 
 
(on what he hoped to accomplish tonight) “I think tonight I wanted to accomplish not making many mistakes.  The 
main thing is effort.  You’re going to be out there 20, 15 plays—how much effort can you give on each one of 
those plays and how effective can you be?” 
 
(on the defense making plays) “It really showed that guys weren’t giving up because we were down and the 
offense went out there and scored put everything on the defense’s back and hey, you have to go out there and 
close the game.  That’s what it’s going to take for this season to get through.” 
 
 


