
Head Coach Jim Harbaugh 
Press Conference – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
Last week you said that you felt your guys got pushed around a little bit. Did you feel 
that happened today, or was it something else going out there? 
“Yeah, didn’t think we executed well enough in any area today. And I’m sure we’ll see some 
good individual play. As the units go, there might’ve been a kickoff return that did a nice job. 
Offensively, thought the offensive line was good, running game was good, okay. Passing 
game, turning the ball over too much. Need better timing, better accuracy. We got to get better. 
This is going to be an important week for us. Be a big week. We need improvement. And we 
need to make decisions on who we’re playing with. We’re not going to keep experimenting. We 
got to tighten this down fast.” 
 
Any concern about this team? 
“No. It’s off; it’s off right now. It’s definitely, definitely off in little, correctable ways. That’s what I 
see. Feel like we can get it corrected. I think we need a great week. We need to get better in 
all phases. It’s a guy here or a guy there. We’re taking turns with it. Can’t really pin it on one 
spot right now. Believe it will be a big week for us, an important week to make strides.” 
 
QB Blaine Gabbert doesn’t seem to be making a lot of completions. What’s going on? 
“Well, I think right now, in terms of a backup quarterback, it’ll be as simple as whoever doesn’t 
turn the ball over. They’re turning the ball over. All of them have. There’s nobody to elevate. 
Whoever doesn’t turn the ball over will be the backup quarterback.” 
 
Will you go looking for another backup quarterback? 
“No. We got good quarterbacks.” 
 
In terms of being off or out of sync or however you want to describe it, how much of it 
do you describe to all this? The new stadium and everything, was it just a distraction or 
any of that? 
“No, thought that worked good. Thought that everything worked good with the stadium. That 
phase went well.” 
 
I’ve heard coaches say on one side of preseason/exhibition game, they’d rather be on 
the losing side because then they persuade their team they need more. If you win this 
thing 34-0, they start getting like, ‘Hey, we don’t need anymore.’ Is that true? 
“Yeah, we got work to do, there’s no doubt about it. We need great work and we need a great 
week.” 
 
Blaine didn’t push the ball down field very often. Was that in the game plan or were 
there shots there deep he could’ve taken that he didn’t? 
“Well, there was. The throw was a deep ball that got intercepted. I think [WR] Quinton [Patton] 
could’ve looked earlier. But we’re just, we’re off. It’s that kind of off right now. It’s little. It’s 
correctable. It shows up. That’s football. It punishes mistakes. It rewards execution and 



precision and that’s where we’re off right now. We’re not a precise team. Our precision isn’t 
there right now. We’re being punished for mistakes.” 
 
How’s WR Stevie Johnson? Did he sustain an injury in the game? 
“No. Not that I know of, no.” 
 
Do you have a plan as far as those receivers to play them? 
“They didn’t play a lot. Stevie had a nice route where he got open. We missed that throw. 
Wasn’t the precision that you’d like to see. That’s where we need to improve. That’s the 
difference right now.” 
 
We haven’t seen K Phil Dawson miss kicks like that very often as a 49er. Do you think a 
new environment had anything to do with either one of those kicks? 
“I don’t know that.” 
 
Do you think the turf was good? Were you satisfied with all that? 
“I was, yeah. I thought the turf was good. Might’ve been a spot here or there, but overall very 
good.” 
 
Any indications on how serious S Antoine Bethea’s concussion is? 
“No, not the level of it.” 
 
Is RB Carlos Hyde okay? He came out of the game. 
“Carlos is good. We brought him out of the game, but not for any physical reason. And he ran 
well. He had a run in there where he really stuck it up in there. Thought he did a nice job. 
Thought [WR] Bruce Ellington had a heck of a good game. There’s going to be things to point 
to. There will be guys that play well individually. To sum it up again, team needs to be more 
precision in all phases.” 
 
Was there any thought before the game about how close this was to being a Super Bowl 
rematch from last year? Or how it could be one this year? Do you think of the Denver 
Broncos in that kind of way? 
“Didn’t think of that, no. Before the game, no.” 
 
What did you see from the inside linebackers, LB Chris Borland and LB Michael 
Wilhoite? 
“Saw some good plays. Again, we’ll look at it and look at it closely, and I think we’ll see some 
good individual play. I think we’ll see just overall us playing as units needs to be a heck of a lot 
more precise. That’s why we got to drill down now and see who we’re playing with and see 
who can rise to the challenge this week.” 
 
Maybe in that you may look at getting DE Justin Smith and LB Patrick Willis and some 
of your main line guys who can stand out into the game? Week 3 for sure? 
“I think it’s on track for that, yeah. They practiced this week. We held them out. Wanted to see 
another week of practice. [NT] Ian Williams is another example of that. They’re coming.” 
 



The Broncos really challenge defenses with their pace on offense. I know you don’t 
have all of your guys together on defense, but how do you think the guys who were out 
there faired against that challenge? 
“I didn’t see us as a tired team. You know how I feel about it.” 
 
Blaine Gabbert, he took his lumps in Jacksonville. I mean, do you see him being okay 
confidence wise? Is that an issue with him? 
“No, I don’t see that at all. He’s a little bit like any quarterback. There’s going to be good days. 
The precision right now though is on the unit. And that’s where I see it. I see it needing to get 
better. I’m just straight up honest with you. I don’t put it on one guy, but that’s where we’re 
going to be attacking. So, you’ll know what our goal will be this week is the unit playing team 
offense, precise, no penalties, zero defects in penalties and missed assignments. And we’re 
off in that right now. We’ve got some defects in that way. That’s where we need to get better 
at.” 
 
In terms of the offense, in terms where of the level of concern is at from 1 to 10? 
“No. Think I’ve been pretty clear what I see.” 
 

QB Colin Kaepernick 
Press Conference – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
Was the team a little bit off today? 
“Yes, I think so.”  
 
What do you think was off? 
“One thing here, one thing there. If you have one person mess up on a play, it ruins the whole 
play.” 
 
How did it feel to finally play at the new stadium? 
“It was great to be out there for the first time at the new stadium.” 
 
Players like to say that they kind of feed off the crowd a lot. How did you sense the 
crowd’s energy? Was it loud, was it energetic? 
“It was a great atmosphere. I think we will have a lot more noise here than at Candlestick from 
what it sounded like today.” 
 
Going into the second preseason game, what do you say some of the struggles are and 
what do you guys need to work on moving forward? 
“We just have to clean things up. We have too many mistakes.” 
 
During the game you are able to watch some of the younger guys like Bruce Ellington 
for example. What are you seeing from some of those younger wide receivers and first, 
what do you see from him that is standing out? 
“Bruce is making plays and he is making catches when he has the opportunity. He is also 
trying to get yards after the catch. As a quarterback, that is something you like seeing.” 



 
Colin, you played three series and strung together some first downs, ultimately how do 
you feel about the way the offense has performed when you’ve been on the field? 
“I think we have been doing pretty well. I should have hit a few more throws today but I think 
our offensive line is playing well and our running backs have run well. We just have to finish 
our drives off.” 
 
Is there a common thread why you haven’t finished those drives off?  
“No. We just haven’t finished the last few plays of the drive.” 
 
You had that deep throw to Lloyd there. Was that the read the whole way and did you 
think you hit it when you threw it? 
“Everything is coverage based. He had the one-on-one matchup and I wanted take the shot 
and see what he could do with it.” 
 
There has been some outside criticism of Gabbert at the last few games. You are in the 
quarterback room with him and you are on the practice field with him. What are your 
feelings about the way he is performing?  
“That is the great thing about being a player; I don’t have to worry about that. I do everything I 
can to try and help him. He is working hard and he is trying to make sure he is doing 
everything to go out and perform well.” 
 
You mentioned noise. Is there anything else different that you noticed being on the field 
versus Candlestick or what would you say are the biggest differences? 
“I think once you get out there and you are playing, a field is a field. I mean at home you are 
going to have noise in your favor, and away you are going to have noise against you. I think 
we will have a little bit more noise in our favor here.” 
 

CB Kenneth Acker 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 

When you watch NFL Network and you see a lot of preseason games, there are so many 
calls against the secondary. This team doesn’t have that as much. Why do you think 
that is? 
“I think we understand the concept and we go out and play confident. If you’re thinking about it 
too much I think you’re a second slower from taking your hand off or you’re a second slower 
from putting your hands up on the guy actually. So, I think just being real conscious of it and 
knowing what’s going on and playing with those other guys who know little techniques to make 
sure that you stay on the good side of the refs is something that I’ve taken from the older guys 
and is something that I need to keep getting better at.” 
 
Do you have to count your steps at all to make sure that you’re past five yards? 
“Pretty much actually. Instead of counting it’s more of a feeling. It’s five yards, so you know if 
you’ve backed up two steps you’ll probably be right at that mark. So, if you don’t have control 
of them by then you might as well keep your hands off.” 



 
LB Chris Borland 

Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 
San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 

 
When you came out of the locker room with that stadium as packed as it was—you’ve 
practiced here before—but what was that like? 
“We’ve been in here a few times, but today was special. To run out into a full stadium was 
pretty exciting.” 
 
Jim Harbaugh says he always wants to see the most progress in the second game from 
the first. Do you think, personally, you saw a lot of progress from yourself between the 
first and second preseason game here? 
“I did, and that was the focus this past week. I didn’t really play very well against Baltimore and 
I thought I did some things better today. There are still a couple mistakes I need to clean up, 
but I’m on the right trend.” 
 
When you go up against a quarterback like Peyton Manning, what is your thought 
process going into this game? 
“Well, I think Coach (Vic) Fangio is right; at Wisconsin I developed a a few bad habits, just 
personally trying to do too much, but I’ve been really trying to focus on just doing my job and 
doing it well. Peyton Manning makes it tough. He always puts you in the worst possible 
position as a defender because he’s so smart. They were dinking and dunking a lot today. But 
it was good, it was a good opportunity to go up against one of the best and learn from that.” 
 
How are you and LB Michael Wilhoite communicating before starting in this game; what 
was the focus for the two of you? 
“It’s great to play with Mike. He does a great job pre-snap of communicating. That’s huge at 
linebacker and I try to help as well. I think we play off one another pretty well and hopefully get 
a chance to continue to improve as the preseason goes on.” 
 

TE Vernon Davis 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
Is there anything you’ll miss about Candlestick Park? 
“Yeah, just playing there. You got guys like Joe Montana, Jerry Rice, all those guys played in 
that stadium. Any time you get a chance to play on the same field that legends played on, it’s a 
great thing.” 
 
How much are you guys showing in the preseason? Are you showing everything? 
“Not much. No, you can never show everything. When it comes to preseason, you have to be 
cautious in a way just because you don’t want everyone to see everything. But, like I said, we 
have a great group of guys. I’m excited about where we’re going. We came out tonight and we 
did some things wrong, but we’ve got a chance and opportunity to correct it later on this 
upcoming week.”  



 
Are you discouraged at all?  
“I’m not discouraged at all. You can’t be discouraged. It’s football, things happen. We’ve been 
in this position plenty of times before. You can’t just let this dictate what you’re going to do later 
on. Like I said, it’s football. That’s just the way the game is played sometimes.” 
 
Third preseason game, the starters usually play the most. Have you been told you’ll 
play a lot in that game?  
“I’m not sure yet. I haven’t really had a chance to ask the coach what my time will look like next 
game. I just try and take it one day at a time and right now, I’m looking forward to practice.” 
 

QB Blaine Gabbert 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
Are you surprised you guys are struggling like this? 
 
“It just comes back to taking care of the football. It starts at the quarterback position, whoever 
is out there, including myself, we have to be conscious of it. When you have some momentum 
going, you have a drive across the 50, and you turn the football over, it’s a dagger.” 
 
You mentioned that [Coach Jim] Harbaugh said that whoever doesn’t turn the ball over 
will be the backup quarterback. Do you feel like you’re now fighting to make sure you 
are the backup quarterback? 
 
“Protecting the ball is the number one thing that the quarterback has to do, and that goes for 
every guy on this roster, and it starts with every guy out there. My job, which I’m focusing on, is 
not turning the football over.”  
 
After the first few games you weren’t able to play, is there some rust you’re getting off 
right now? 
 
There’s a little rust to knock off, but after the first game I felt pretty comfortable. We put some 
decent drives together there in the second quarter I believe, and it just leaves a sour taste in 
my mouth turning the football over in the third quarter.” 

 
RB Carlos Hyde 

Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 
San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 

 
You’ve played in front of big college crowds. How did this compare? Was it similar in 
any way? 
“At Ohio State we had 107,000. So, it was a lot different. It’s kind of hard to compare. But, the 
fans were into it. The fans definitely were excited, so that’s good.” 
 
How would you assess your own game today? 



“There was a time where we had short-yardage to get a first down. Coach called my number 
on that one. I just had the mentality of I have to get this one yard, I have to get this first down 
and not try to do anything extra but get the first down.” 
 
You guys haven’t scored in two preseason games. Some fans are getting a little bit 
nervous about this. Can you tell them anything that will calm them down? 
“It’s only preseason. That’s what the vets told me. So, that’s what I would tell them. Whatever 
the vets say, just follow them.” 
 

S Eric Reid 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
What would you like to see from this defense in the third preseason game that to you 
might have been missing these first two preseason games? 
“From the front seven to the secondary, I think we just need to make more plays. The 
opportunities are there. I personally should have had an interception tonight with the dig across 
the middle. I was there and I was a half a second late. I think I definitely should have got that 
ball. But, think there’s just some more plays that we can make.” 
 
The Broncos, the pace they play at on offense is very difficult for a defense. Is it helpful 
with the way the league is going now to get a team like that in the preseason to see how 
fast that pace can be? 
 “Most definitely. I think it was good for us to see that in the preseason that way we can 
prepare for it more when the regular season gets here. It’s good for conditioning as well. We 
haven’t been practicing at that pace, I don’t think, so maybe we’ll pick up practice a little bit 
too.”  
 
DB Jimmie Ward got to go against Broncos WR Wes Welker a couple times. Was this a 
nice warm up for him in the level of competition he was going against? 
“Oh yeah, definitely so. I mean if there’s any way to get introduced into the league, it’s to play 
against [Broncos QB] Peyton Manning and his receiving corps. I think he learned a lot today 
and I think he’s going to watch that tape and improve from that too.” 
 

LT Joe Staley 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
Obviously a beautiful place and I know you guys were looking to do a little bit more and 
put something on the board. You moved the ball well in the first quarter. Just some 
general feelings about the team’s slow start to summertime football? 
“We’ve got a lot of work to do. Like you said, I thought we moved the ball well but again, we 
didn’t come up with the points, we only had a field goal attempt, so a lot of work to do. The 
good thing is we’ve got two weeks left of training camp to fix issues and it will be a real test for 
this team this week to see how we rebound from this, and how we practice and get ready for 



that third preseason game. I know a lot of the guys didn’t really play a lot and the offensive line 
will be playing more and stuff like that, so it will be a good test for us coming up.” 

  
How much thought do you put into August football results or performance overall? 
“You put a lot of thought into anything you do. Anytime you step on the football field you’re 
trying to put your stamp on what you do and how you perform, so you take care of your 
business and do as best as you can. I don’t think there’s any, ‘well it’s preseason’. It all means 
something. So you just try to go out there and improve as a player, work on the things you 
need to work on, and get better.” 
 
QB Colin (Kaepernick) just missed that long ball to WR Brandon Lloyd, but the offense 
did move the ball better today, and you had a couple of drives and series’ with Colin at 
the helm and most of the number ones out there for the first time. There are some 
positives to draw from, I hope? 
“Yeah, we’ll have to watch the film. It’s results and about points. We didn’t get points and so it’s 
something to improve on there.” 
 

DB Jimmie Ward 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 

What are your thoughts on going up against Broncos QB Peyton Manning? 
“He’s a legend. I’ve got to give him that. A very smart player. I feel like he’s an extra coach on 
the field for them. Just off of that game, just the couple plays that he played, he switched the 
play a couple times. Something he saw on the defense. Somebody gave it away, I don’t know 
who, but I’ll see the film later. I just feel like just going up against him and [Broncos WR] Wes 
Welker too is really going to get me better at the end of the day.” 
 
What would you say is the strength of your game coming into the league? Is it as a run-
defender or obviously you’re going to play a lot in the slot? 
“Let’s just say a good teammate right now. Basically I’m just trying to do anything that I can to 
help the team out. That’s first and foremost.” 
 
You have one of the best teachers in the league at the secondary position in 49ers 
secondary coach Ed Donatell, he’s been around for years. What have you been able to 
glean from him, he’s a guy that drives you guys pretty hard? 
“He always tells me every day, leverage, where’s your leverage, where’s your help. Those are 
two main things that he always talks about and I think that really helped me throughout this 
game to have the right leverage and to help me with tackles, too.”  
 
How are you guys liking Levi’s® Stadium? 
“I could tell from the look in everybody’s eyes that everybody was pumped and ready to go. It 
was just a great experience. For me, from my college and where I came from there weren’t too 
many fans. This is a preseason game and that there were that many people to support us just 
tells you that they have pride in the 49ers.” 
 



Head Coach John Fox 
Press Conference – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 

On injuries sustained: 
“[LB] Lamin Barrow lower leg injury, [TE] Gerell Robinson also, the tight end left with a knee, 
and [LB] Jamar Chaney left with a hamstring and did not return” 
 
Coach looks like you’re ready. 
“No, we still have a lot of work to do, you know really the challenge every week in the 
preseason is to improve, you know I thought some areas, you know the guys responded to, 
first of all first road trip, you know second of all improvement really in all three phases I thought 
it was pretty good.” 
 
How about QB Peyton Manning? He at least looks ready. 
“Again, we’re getting readier, I’m not saying we’re not ready, but you know we still have two 
more preseason games as we prepare for that opener you know in our place against 
Indianapolis, and we’ll take full advantage of that time to you know, improve and evaluate our 
football team.” 
 
Coach can you talk about the play LB Brandon Marshall was in? 
“Yeah, you know he’s a young man that was with us a year ago, mostly practice squad but was 
acting a little bit towards the end you know a guy that’s, his teammates like him, the coaching 
staff likes him and then, you know the [LB] Danny Trevathan injury we’re always talking about 
the next man up and it is an opportunity for another young man and Brandon I think got a 
chance to show what he’s capable of.” 
 
What about QB Brock Osweiler? 
“You know, not looking at the tape and everything I thought he operated well. I think he 
managed the game well, made some good throws, made some good decisions, you know I like 
where Brock is right now.” 
 
Young running backs, you’ve talk a lot about the leap of faith that you had in those guys 
about through two games, what have you seen? 
“I like what I see, again, like I said we’re halfway through the preseason and you know we’re 
just going into another phase, we broke camps so we’re not staying in a hotel every night. 
We’re going into our second phase of training camp, but just to see how the guys respond and 
just evaluate them and they end up on their performance for making the team or not so, we’re 
still only half way through that process.” 
 
Coach, just big picture wise, are you happy with where the team’s at right now? 
“Yeah, I’ve said many times during the offseason that I like this bunch of guys. They’re years 
different, your personality changes, you lose players, you gain players and I like their mindset, 
I like their attitude at this moment. Every day is a lesson so we’re trying to learn, and get better 
from things every day but, I like their attitude and how they’re going about.” 

 



QB Peyton Manning 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
Overall you have to be impressed any time you get a shutout in an opposing team’s 
stadium. The offense moved; first team, second team… 
“I thought we made some improvements from last week. That’s kind of what Coach Fox, that’s 
what he stressed to the team last week: make some improvements, get better in certain 
phases. I thought we did that, certainly offensively. [We] had two good drives – I would’ve liked 
to have gotten a touchdown on that first one but a good mix. I thought the protection was good 
and I thought [RBs] Ronnie [Hillman] and C.J. [Anderson] had some good runs as well.” 
 
That long run you had of one yard, was that planned? 
“Yeah, it’s a tendency breaker. You try to catch them off guard. It’s probably not really high on 
their alert game plan sheet, ‘watch for the quarterback run.’ I thought I was going to score but I 
got one yard. Kind of humbling.” 
 
[TE] Julius Thomas and [WR] Demaryius Thomas both had huge afternoons again.  
“Demaryius, I threw him a couple short passes but he does a good job of getting five yards 
here, seven yards. I caught him running a little crossing route and he turned it into about a 30-
yard gain, so obviously a quarterback likes that when you have a big target that can get yards 
after the catch. Julius had a nice crossing route and nice catch on the touchdown. I’m not sure 
if they had something, very interesting coverage on the touchdown. Like I said, he’s a threat to 
get down the middle and it’s nice when you have a guy that has that kind of speed to get down 
the field.” 
 
How nice is it for you to watch the other two quarterbacks? 
“Yeah, I’m real proud of Brock [Osweiler] and Zac [Dysert]. Those guys have worked hard and 
taken advantage of their repetitions in practice. Brock does a good job of keeping that unit 
together offensively. We’re calling all the same plays and he does a good job. There’s a lot of 
different guys playing for the first time and not a lot of chemistry for some of those guys. He 
does a good job of keeping it together and then Zac did a good job as well of moving the ball 
down the field.” 
 
 It was fun to watch the enthusiasm on the sidelines at the end of the game when the 
defense was able to hold that shutout. 
“Yeah, I mean you’re still playing and you’re still competing. They’re trying to score and it’s 
nice when the defense has a goal line stand like that. You can always learn from those 
situations so a lot of young guys out there playing with a lot of energy, that was good to see.” 
 
You’re getting first downs and you’re really getting to third downs and making sure you 
get first downs on those third downs. How important is that to your offense? 
“Well we spend a lot of time working on third downs and as we’ve often said, sometimes you 
convert third downs on first and second down by keeping it third-and-reasonable. If you’re 
living in the third-and-ten-plus, that’s tough for anybody to convert. We feel like we’re at our 



best when we’re first down, second down, back to first down. If we do get to third down it’s nice 
to be able to convert it, and we spend a lot of time working on our third down game plan.” 
 
I know you’ve talked a lot about holding onto the ball, not turning it over. Through two 
preseason games are you pleased with what you’ve seen? 
“Well that’s good to see. Obviously they had some turnovers on their side of the ball and that 
led to some points for us and some good field position for us. That just goes to show you what 
does to you: it puts your team in a tough position. That’s still what we’ve stressed the entire 
training camp and we’ll stress it the entire season; it’s still the top priority, I think, every time 
you go on offense.” 
 
So was that one play an effort to tell the coaches you want to run the ball more this 
year? 
“It was not. It was not that.” 
 
Any impressions of the new stadium? 
“It was nice, nicer than nice. I had heard a lot about it and of course it was a great day for 
football. Yeah, beautiful setting and great sightlines for the quarterback on the field. I was very 
impressed.” 
 
Do you feel like you still need reps to get ready for the regular season? 
“Well this week will be a good week, we’re going to practice against Houston for three days 
and I think depending on how the practices go, that could maybe alter the playing time 
situation. I think we’ll get a lot of game-like scenarios this week going against a good test, 
especially going against their defense, which will be a great test for our offense. I think there’s 
something to learn from each preseason game that you have. It’s been a good start – that’s all 
it is, though. We still have some things we have to improve on.” 
 

RB C.J. Anderson 
Postgame Quotes - August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
You alluded to it before but [QB] Peyton’s [Manning] performance, what would you say 
about that? 
“It is amazing. He makes the game so much easier for you when you are in there. By slowing 
the game down and you can see everything, especially it is my second year in, knowing the 
offense just helps out tremendously. Having a quarterback like 18 means everything.” 
 
[QB] Brock [Osweiler] came in and did a nice job too. 
“That helps a lot too, just knowing each other from college. Him being from ASU, every time he 
looks at me, there is a comfort back there because he knows what I am going to do. When I 
look at him, I know that he is not going to put me in a bad position either so it all helps out.” 
 
Earlier in the week you were talking about how the helmet fits better, is it more snug? 



“It feels a lot better. It was new so it took a little time to break it in, especially when you are 
playing in a game. I took a big shot and they pulled me out the next play and asked if I was 
okay. I was fine and went back in there and kept playing. It felt great.”  
 

WR Isaiah Burse 
Postgame Quotes - August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
A lot of friends in the stands today? 
“Yes. Definitely. My family, friends from Fresno, friends from Modesto Christian, I had a lot of 
family and friends out there. I enjoyed it and am glad they got a chance to watch me play. It 
was all good.” 
 
Did you leave some tickets for them? 
“It is a little different here, see in college you get four tickets, here you actually have to pay for 
them. My family took it well. They bought their own tickets. They texted me and said they got 
their tickets and we will be there to see you tomorrow. I am happy to have their support.” 
 
Will you go home and beat yourself up over today, I know you had that pass that wasn’t 
on target, how do you get over that? 
“It is rough, I can’t lie. I’m not going to worry about it. That is the thing, you can’t, it is what it is. 
You use the cards that you were dealt and you just have to do it. You just have to focus on 
getting better.”  
 

DE Malik Jackson 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
First of all, a nice all-around game. Offense. Defense. Special Teams. It’s preseason, but 
it was an excellent performance. 
Absolutely. [Head] Coach [Jim] Fox preaches about going out there, working hard and when 
you get your opportunity, shine. That’s what everybody did out there today. Everybody made 
sure they got their job done. 
 
There was the excitement of the players on the sidelines of the last 30 seconds of a 
preseason game when the defense preserves the shutout.  
First of all, the quarterback [McLeod Bethel-Thompson] gifted that ball to [S] John Boyett. He 
should’ve caught that and the game would’ve been over. We had to fight like a dog on those 
4th-and-2 and goal line situations and stopped them. It was a testament to what our coaches 
preach. We just go in there, work hard and when it’s your opportunity to shine, you shine.  
 
Coach Fox went through some of things that went right today – stopped the run, did 
good in the passing game, created turnovers and was good in special teams. He just 
kept going on. It’s not going to be difficult to find something to learn from film this 
week. 



You can always find something to learn. Coaches will be nitpicking things not because they 
want to, but this could’ve happened to us. We could’ve been put in this situation.  
 
It’s going to be a very different week of practice with the Houston Texans coming in. Do 
you like that? What challenges does it create? 
You really can’t complain. We just get paid to go out there and play football.  
 

LB Brandon Marshall 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
Did you feel comfortable? It looked like it. 
Yeah, I felt like it. It’s all about your preparation. I thought I prepared well. I thought I played 
pretty decent. I was excited out there. It’s not too often you get a goose egg in preseason or 
any NFL game. It was great. 
 
The defensive tackles really made a difference out there. 
I have to take those guys out for shrimp and steaks or whatever they want. Those guys did a 
great job of keeping us clean. Any great linebacker has good defensive linemen in front of him. 
I’m just happy to have those guys in front of me. 
 
Did your comfort level increase as the game went on? 
It did. I had a little pregame jitters. But after the first snap, I was ready to go.  
 
How did you feel you did in the trenches against a good physical team? 
I thought we excelled in the trenches. They popped a couple of runs, but that’s not us being 
physical. It was just some assignments that need a little cleaning up. Other than that, I thought 
we did an outstanding job.  
 
Is it just a vanilla-based defense in these games for you guys? 
Yeah, in the preseason games it’s a vanilla-based defense. We don’t want to show too much. 
We want to get our base stuff down so we can have it and know we can play a base defense 
and beat anybody.  
 
For you personally, did the game move as fast as you envisioned? 
No, it was slow actually. It’s actually faster in practice. Going up against our offense is a 
challenge in itself every day in practice. Going against other offenses, I won’t say it’s cake, but 
it’s a little slower. 
 

QB Brock Osweiler 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Brocos 
 

What were your thoughts on today’s game? 
“It was awesome, a ton of fun. I thought it was a great team win. Defense pitched a shutout 
and then I think all three units, as far as offense goes, played very well. Our offensive line 



played great today, I think their chemistry is getting better each week. The backs hit the hole 
hard and receivers made plays so, yeah, today was a lot of fun.” 
 
Sixty-three yards to end the second quarter. To be comfortable in a two-minute 
situation, how valuable is it for you to have that situation? 
“It’s great. We work on two-minute drill all the time in practice. Not too often does a second-
string or a third-string quarterback get the opportunity to run a two minute drill in a game, so for 
that to come up was huge. It’s another big step in my growth process. I think the whole offense 
handled it very well, the O-line played great and the receivers made plays.” 
 
Speaking of that growth process, this was arguably your best game in the NFL. Could 
you, would you say that? 
“I think the biggest thing is getting better every week. If you look back to my rookie year and 
then last year and then now, I think that’s happened. I think every single week I’ve gotten 
better. Did I like that product that I put out on the field as a rookie? No. Did I like it last year? 
No, and I think we’re getting closer and closer to that point, but we still have a long ways to 
go.”  
 
Did you feel like you crossed a line today with confidence? 
“My confidence is certainly going up every single week, but if I said, ‘Hey, I’m ready to go, 
we’ve got everything accomplished,’ I’d be lying to you. I still have a lot of work to do, I have a 
lot of growth to continue to work on, but I think this was another great step.” 
 
Talk about that pass to WR Cody Latimer [with 7:02 remaining in the third quarter for a 
33-yard touchdown]. What did you see there? 
“Cody’s been having a great fall camp for us. I just saw a one-on-one matchup there and there 
was just a single high safety in the middle of the field, so I did my best to hold him for as long 
as I could so he couldn’t go over there and help make the play, and then Cody just did a 
tremendous job of running by the corner and making a great catch in the end zone.” 
 

WR Demaryius Thomas 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
It’s got to be fun the way it’s been for you so far because the starters aren’t getting a lot 
of playing time, but you guys have really had your way when you’ve been on the field so 
far these first two games against two good teams. 
“It’s been great, and our main thing is just to keep going, preseason or not. We want to go into 
the regular season doing the same thing. We’ve still got some things to work on, but it’s been 
good so far.”  
 
How cool is it for you to see guys like WR Cody Latimer get that great touchdown in the 
third quarter? 
“It was great. I think the biggest thing that my coach liked today was from Cody when he got 
the crack block. That was the biggest thing, but it’s great seeing young guys come out, score 



touchdowns and make plays. I think that says a lot about this team, how hard we’ve been 
working, and the hard work is paying off.” 
 
Usually when we talk about this team, we talk all about the offense. But how about the 
defense pitching a shutout today? 
“It was great. You could see the sidelines when we stopped them at fourth and goal at the end 
of the game. It’s a lot of excitement, a lot of guys working hard and it’s paying off so far.”  
 
Has it been encouraging so far to see that you guys have not been turning the ball 
over? I know that was one of the biggest issues last year if there were any. Has it been 
nice to see that?  
“It’s great to be able to hold the ball. You can do a lot of things if you take care of the ball. 
That’s one of the main things this year – to make sure we take care of the ball.” 
 
What does today’s result say about the depth on both sides of the ball? 
“It says a lot. Being able to put up a lot of points on a team like the 49ers, and also holding 
them to not scoring, that says a lot. As a group of guys, the Broncos, we’re out there playing 
great, and I think we can get better.” 
 

TE Julius Thomas 
Postgame Quotes – August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 
You’re now the answer to a trivia question – first touchdown at Levi’s Stadium. What 
was it like returning home for you? 
“It’s always nice to be in California. Feels good to have family and friends here supporting me. 
I’ll see them in a little bit. Just getting back in the end zone for the first time this season, it goes 
so far and in between, so you’re always appreciative every time it gets to happen. I’m honored 
to be a part of the trivia question.” 
 
What can you say about QB Peyton [Manning]’s performance? 
“He always does a good job of putting the offense in a great position to be successful and we 
go out there and do all we can to execute. It worked well today, and he did another great job 
for us.” 
 
I know it’s early, but 34-0, pitching a shutout against this team, not real easy. 
“No, it’s not easy to hold a team scoreless in this league in any game – first preseason, fourth, 
it doesn’t matter. Really great job by our defense in holding those guys scoreless. It’s exciting 
for me. I’m proud of them. We knew this is still a preseason game and we play them later on in 
the season and we know they’re going to give us our best shot but it is great to come out and 
have a good performance all around.” 
 

S T.J. Ward 
Postgame Quotes - August 17, 2014 

San Francisco 49ers vs. Denver Broncos 
 



These guys had a top-3 defense a few years ago, do you think you can do that? 
“We are trying to. That is what we are working at everyday. We are working to be the top 
defense in this league and everyday we are trying to get better.” 
 
There is a pride involved with this defense right now like you are trying to forget what 
happened last year. 
“I don’t know. All I know is that the guys that I show up to work with everyday, shows a hunger. 
What drives that hunger is to be the best. That is what we are working towards.” 
 
You are playing against the NFC West this year, is that a good thing in the long run 
when you play tough teams like that? 
“I don’t think it matters if you approach everyday with the same attitude to improve to get better 
the next day. It doesn’t matter who your opponent is. We know that division has been tough 
the last few years and it has been known to be a bruising division, but we pride ourselves on 
being tough too. That is what we are bringing to the table this year.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


