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DENVER BRONCOS HEAD COACH JOHN FOX 
 

On injuries 
“Really, the only injury in the game, [DT] Ty Warren left with an elbow sprain but other than that we had no serious 
injuries.” 

 
On the Steelers having the ball the majority of the second and third quarters 
“Well, we had some errors there in the first half. We were down three. We talked at halftime about not blinking, continuing 
to work hard, a lot of that was some of our errors. It was a typical first game in some of those respects. Attribute to those 
guys in that locker room for sticking together, keep working, they didn’t get negative and we continued to get better. It was 
a huge play by [CB] Tracy Porter to seal the game at the end of the game so it was an excellent team effort, in particular 
in the second half.”  
 
On QB Peyton Manning’s touchdown drives 
“It was helpful that he only had it for about 36 seconds but we scored so that was the good news. I think that’s something 
that we’ll get better at. Part of that issue is we let them possess the ball, in particular on third down conversions, 
defensively. In a first game like that, [Steelers QB] Ben Roethlisberger’s a tough guy to play against because he does 
extend plays and he did and we had about three explosives there in that second quarter, the touchdown before half. Like I 
said, it’s a good football team that we played tonight and we were fortunate to come out with a nice win.” 
 
On how QB Peyton Manning looked in his first real game this season 
“He’s a great player. A lot’s been made of the injury and those types of things but we’re just glad he’s on our team.” 
 
On the no-huddle offense 
“It’s something that we pull out every once in a while and he’s definitely smart enough and mature as a quarterback 
enough to do it and he probably does it as well as anybody. It’s a huge weapon.”  
 
On concerns about the defense not being able to rest enough 
“No, I think some of those wounds were inflicted by ourselves, as far as defensively. Again, like I said, those guys hung in 
there. That’s a good offensive football team in a lot of ways.” 
 
On the receiver’s performance 
“People can say whatever they want to say. I know how those guys feel. I know how we feel in our locker room. I thought 
they stepped up big tonight.” 
 
On the defensive effort, particularly with CB Tracy Porter  
“He’s a guy that we acquired from New Orleans in the offseason. Guy’s had an excellent training camp for us. That was 
definitely a huge play. Probably the play of the game, being up only six, for him to make that play then was huge.” 
 
On the Steelers receivers 
“All three of those guys are explosive guys. One made a trip to the Pro Bowl, is a return man. They’ve got a really good 
receiving corps and [Steelers QB] Ben [Roethlisberger] does a great job of extending plays and making plays. All three of 
them are pretty good.” 
 
On concerns over Steelers Head Coach Mike Tomlin challenging a possible fumble 
“Not really. My brain was already further ahead. We had a snap after that so I’m sure they handled that up in the booth or 
whatever they did. It ended up being okay. We ended up scoring there.”  
 
On having the ball for such a short time during the third quarter 
“I don’t really put all those things too much into… The only important statistic is winning and we were able to get that done 
today.” 
 
On DE Derek Wolfe and SLB Von Miller and the pass rush 
“We were a little slow getting started. I think it’s different. We were playing four quarters. This is the first time we’ve done 
that – our starting group. They kind of got into it as we went. They finished pretty strong.” 
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DENVER BRONCOS PLAYERS 
 
QB PEYTON MANNING 
 

On 71-yard touchdown play  
“Well, it was a little different play—it was a screen pass. We were running the ball on a similar formation in the first half, 
and [Pittsburgh] kept blitzing off the back side—so it was a kind of half-time adjustment. We thought we could fake that 
run to the strong side and throw him a screen, but it showed up for a big play. We weren’t thinking an 80-yard 
touchdown—maybe a 9-yard gain is kind of what I was thinking—so it sure was a nice surprise. Some really good 
blocking on that play; [G] Zane [Beadles] had a good block and [T] [Ryan] Clady … [WR] Matt Willis came all the way from 
the back side to get the safety, and, of course, [WR] Demaryius [Thomas] did a majority of the work and really turned it on 
with great speed. Just a huge play. This was just an interesting game only having the ball for a couple plays in the third 
quarter.” 

 
On Pittsburgh’s knack for third-down conversions 
“Obviously, it was frustrating. [QB Ben] Roethlisberger was awesome on third down. I certainly have seen that before 
throughout his career. He does a great job of extending plays. You get out to warm up, kind of getting ready on third-and-
15, and he converts them, and you go back and sit down again. Yeah, obviously, it was frustrating. And we thought it was 
important when we got the ball back we had to be efficient. We had a couple of 80-yard drives and thought it was 
important that we had those drives. We really wanted to get a touchdown there at the end, and it was really frustrating to 
settle for a field goal. You hate to give Roethlisberger a chance at a two-minute drill to win it. But [SLB] Von [Miller] was 
great on the heat, and [CB Tracy] Porter made a great huge play there. So, it was a big job by the defense stepping up.”  
 
On scoring after a Pittsburgh touchdown 
“I thought that was really important that we answered. They really had a gut wrenching drive to get down there. We 
thought we had them stopped a couple times [but we had] a couple penalties. I thought we were going to hold them to a 
field goal, and they get a touchdown. For us to come back and answer, I really think it is something we can build on. I 
know from my past you can refer back to that situation: ‘Hey, no, remember when we had a 80-yard drive--we did it 
against a tough defense. It can definitely build confidence. It is just a start. We beat a good team tonight. We are going to 
have our hands full next week against a good Atlanta team. I think there is a lot of things to build on that happened 
tonight.”  
 
On joining tonight the 400-career touchdowns club (only third ever) 
“There is a lot of people that participated in that process—a lot of receivers on different teams throughout the years—and 
I’m grateful for their help. I guess you would call it an individual record, but I kind of accept it on behalf of many great 
teammates and coaches.  
 
“[QBs] Dan Marino, Brett Favre are two of my favorite players of all time—two of the best quarterbacks of all time—I don’t 
really feel comfortable being in that company, but to be mentioned amongst them is truly humbling and quite an honor. It’s 
not one I take lightly.” 

 
On his overall thoughts on the win 
“It felt good to get the win. I’m still feeling my way out; I still have some limitations; I think this team is still forming its 
identity [and] as your feeling yourself out, feeling the team out, when you can get a win in that process, that’s a nice thing. 
Like I said: we’ve got an extremely tough schedule, going on the road [next week] to Atlanta, but it’ll be nice to go in there 
1-0 as opposed to 0-1. It’s going to be a serious test next Monday.”  
 
On being on the sideline so long in the second and third quarter 
“It’s not obviously what you want. I have experienced that before, so you could kind of see what Pittsburgh wanted to do. 
They wanted to run a lot of clock—they were going first down, second down, third down again and [QB] Ben 
[Roethlisberger] is go good on third down, so they were keeping their offense on the field. I think our defense was getting 
tired because of the long drives [and] obviously our offense wasn’t on the field, so it was important that we were going to 
score a touchdown when we got out there. If we were scoring field goals or having to go three [plays] and out, I didn’t 
think we win that game. So, our ability to score touchdowns and being efficient in the red zone … I thought that was 
important.” 
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On if he feels vindicated against skeptics after tonight’s performance 
“I’ve never … that would be giving them way too much credit.”  
 
On how he improves the Broncos 
“It’s just one game. It’s a good start—it’s always fun to win Opening Night. What an awesome atmosphere, playing on 
primetime [and] the fans were rockin’. After playing in a number of openers, it feels like a playoff atmosphere. I thought the 
way the game played out was really how [Denver head] coach Fox said it was going to play out—that there would be 
some adversity; there’d be some storms about kind of sticking together. There was never any panic, never any finger-
pointing. I think that’s a real credit to him for kind of keeping everybody calm; keeping them together, and the defense 
came up big when they had to. So, I can’t speak to that—you’d have to ask someone else that—but it definitely is a 
special win. Don’t get me wrong. I know how hard I’ve worked and how many people have helped me in this process. I’m 
grateful, and I’m definitely appreciative of the moment and the opportunity.” 
 
On the importance of pushing the pace on offense 
“I think it made a difference. I think it did sort of give our offense a little boost. I can’t speak to [Pittsburgh]—just to how 
they felt about it; whether it fatigued them or not—I don’t know that—but it did give our offense a little boost, where we got 
into a little rhythm. You know, on the first drive we were huddling and actually moving the ball pretty good and, you know, 
had a third-and-long—had a sack there—so, I think it still comes down to the execution, whether you huddle or don’t 
huddle, it’s still kind of basic fundamental football. But I think it did give us a little boost.” 
 

WR BRANDON STOKLEY 
 
On his thoughts seeing QB Peyton Manning in a regular-season game for the first time since 2010 
“Knowing the guy, what kind of competitor he is, I never doubted for once that he wouldn’t be playing again. I knew he’d 
be back.” 
 
On how he and Manning have developed chemistry 
“We spent a lot of time practicing and getting to that level. You can’t just do it overnight. We’ve been trying to do that here, 
and we’re going to continue to do that throughout the season, continue to try to get better. That’s what it’s all about. It’s all 
about improvement every week. We’re not there yet, but we’re going to work hard to get to that level.” 
 
On Manning’s place in history 
“To me, I’ve always counted him with the best to play this game. That’s just from my standpoint. He makes everybody 
else’s job a lot easier, and there‘s not many quarterbacks that do that.”  
 
On whether his age caught up to him during the third quarter, when the offense ran only two plays 
“Yeah, I wish I were a little younger. The bones would stay looser, and the joints. [I] just tried to stay loose as much as 
possible. It’s kind of tough to be able to stay off the field a lot, but if we can move the ball like that, I’ll take it any time.” 
 
On Pittsburgh’s pass defense 
“I think they pretty much did the same thing all game. Our coaches did a great job of dialing up some plays against the 
defenses, and our O-line started picking things up a bit better in the second half. [Peyton] was on the money. If we play 
like that, good things can happen.” 
 
On playing out of the no-huddle offense 
“We still got a little way to go with it, and we’re working on it. It’s a work in progress, but it could be a very big weapon. 
You’ve got to make plays. You’ve got to keep the chains moving. We were really able to do that in the second half.” 
 
On Manning calling more audibles out of the no-huddle 
“We’re all learning on the fly here. We’ve put a lot of work in, but there’s a lot of little details that don’t come up until it’s 
game time.” 
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On why the offense waited three series before moving to the no-huddle 
“I don’t know. I’m not sure. Once we got in a rhythm, the no-huddle’s a little easier. We went to it, and it worked pretty 
well.” 
 

CB TRACY PORTER 
 
On playing against Pittsburgh’s receivers 
“I’ve spent a lot of years locking receivers up. I just had to make the best of my opportunity.” 
 
On finally getting a stop on third-and-long late in the game 
“There were guys out of position, guys making a bad read. They threw on those third-and-long [situations], and it really 
killed us this game, even though we won. We just have to make our corrections. We forced them to [attempt] field goals. 
That was the key thing.” 
 
On whether he played more aggressively tonight 
“Not really. It was just a matter of making corrections and making the plays we needed to. Our offense was scoring points, 
scoring touchdowns, and we got a few key stops. That’s how we won the game.” 
 
On the defense’s halftime adjustments 
“Really, [it was about] technique. Technique is key.” 
 
On his interception return for a touchdown 
“It always feels great when a defensive back gets his hands on the ball. The opportunity came up, and I got my hands on 
the ball. I didn’t securely catch it, but I made the play, and I just thank the Lord for giving me that chance.” 
 

WR DEMARYIUS THOMAS 

 
On making another long touchdown catch against Pittsburgh 
“It’s kind of similar, but not quite the same.” 
 
On catching QB Peyton Manning’s 400th career TD pass 
“I talked to him about it before the game. I was, like, ‘You’re going to give me the ball, right?’ He said he would think about 
it, but he got the game ball. It was great to be able to catch his 400th [touchdown]. It’s big.” 
 
On only being in for two plays in the third quarter 
“You want to get out there and keep the pace. We came out and made some adjustments [after halftime]. We knew what 
we had to do. We just went out and executed.” 
 
On whether the TD he caught was a bubble-screen 
“It was like a smoke-screen. We saw it at halftime. The offensive line did a great job of blocking for us.” 
 

CB CHAMP BAILEY 

 
On starting the season with a win 
“They’re hard to come by. [The Steelers] are a good football team. They gave us everything they had.” 
 
On the defense resting for only two plays in the third quarter 
“It’s not one of those situations you want to put yourself in, but you’ve got to find a way to get off the field on third down.” 
 
On if he wanted WR Demaryius Thomas to slow down on his long touchdown catch 
“I don’t care how we score; I just love to score. You do wish the offense would eat up more clock, but at the end, we got 
the points. That’s what matters.” 
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On his thinking during CB Tracy Porter’s interception return for a touchdown 
“That’s the greatest feeling.”  
 

TE JACOB TAMME 
 
On the Pittsburgh Steelers’ ball control  
“Pittsburgh does such a good job of controlling the ball and playing good defense. There in the third quarter, we needed to 
stay loose on the sideline. It was really strange how it worked out at the end of the first half and then getting the ball and 
scoring so fast. It was just a strange game that way, but we ended up capitalizing when we needed to.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning’s performance in the second half  
“Same as always. We got into a little bit of a groove there and were able to move the ball down the field at a good tempo; 
that was fun and Peyton did a great job.” 
 
On Manning’s 400

th
 touchdown pass  

“I was watching it. I had a block and then got to watch it go all the way down the field. I had a great view and that is why 
you play; awesome for him to get 400 (passing touchdowns) at that time, even more awesome for us to go up. That was a 
lot of fun.” 
 
On WR Demaryius Thomas’ touchdown 
“When I saw what defense they were in, I knew it had a little bit of a chance. Then, you’re blocking your guy and you hear 
the crowd, that’s a good feeling.” 
 
On if he was impressed by Manning 
“He has put in a ton of work. Certainly, I am sure he would tell you that it wasn’t perfect; I don’t think anyone in here would 
say they played perfect. I think overall we did do what we needed to do to win the game so that is definitely a positive. 
Like I said though, he has put in so much work that you expect him to come out here and play well. I am happy for him to 
get this start and am happy for our football team to start out like this.” 
 

SLB VON MILLER 
 
On the Pittsburgh Steelers’ last drive 
“We had great coverage. It was a long game and they had been doing well on third downs. We just wanted to go out there 
and close the deal.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning’s performance 
“It was great. I have said all along, he looks like Peyton Manning. He went out there and he had a great game today. We 
just want to keep it one game at a time.” 
 
On Pittsburgh’s time of possession in the third quarter 
“It is part of the game. We have to be in shape, keep on working, get back in the lab and see what we were doing right 
and what we were doing wrong and get back at it next week.” 
 
On RCB Tracy Porter’s interception 
“It wasn’t a surprise to me. I have seen [RCB] Tracy [Porter] do it time in and time out at practice. We came out here and it 
was great to do it here in front of this Bronco Nation crowd.” 
 
On this game being a good start for the team 
“This is great but we have to get back in the lab tomorrow, taking it one day at a time and get ready for a great Atlanta 
[Falcons] team.” 
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LDE DEREK WOLFE 
 
On winning his first career game 
“It was huge. After camp and everything, going through all this preparation, the one thing on your mind was the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. To come out with a victory, especially in the fashion we did – it was a grind and a fight and they are a very good 
team. [QB] Big Ben [Roethlisberger] slipped out from my – we should have had him down a few more times than we did 
but he did a great job of slipping out.” 
 
On his NFL debut 
“I just tried to approach it like any other game, but it is kind of hard when you get out there and see what’s really going on, 
it can be overwhelming. As long as you stay focused, and keep your mind on the track.” 
 
On establishing a home-field advantage 
“Our crowd did a great job of creating noise on third down. Unfortunately, we gave up a couple of cheap plays on third 
down but they still did a great job. The home field advantage, especially here at Mile High, is huge.” 
 
On his shoe-string tackle of QB Ben Roethlisberger 
“I just grabbed a hold of the foot and held on, that’s about all you can do. If you look, I probably had five or six yards on 
each side of me to cover. It was just one of those plays where I just reacted to it, grabbed his foot and got lucky.” 
 
On his sack 
“I was running a pass-rush game with [NT] Mitch Unrein and he did a great job of picking the center for me. I came around 
and was free - picked him so much that I almost had too much space to work with. I can thank Mitch for that sack.” 
 
On Pittsburgh’s time of possession in the third quarter 
“I had already been tested against Seattle [Seahawks]. I went 17 plays straight against Seattle. I was ready for it. I knew it 
was going to happen because I saw they were liking the hurry up and catching us a little bit on our heels a bit. It wasn’t as 
bad as you would think it was.” 
 
On the Denver offense scoring quickly 
“In my mind, I try to condition myself for three plays and I can go back out. If they score in three plays, they score in three 
plays and I am ready to go.” 
 
On if he was pleased with his performance 
“I missed him (Roethlisberger) a couple of times, so no. The first sack felt good but there were a couple opportunities to 
get him down again and I missed him.” 
 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS HEAD COACH MIKE TOMLIN 
 

General  
“Well it was a tough defeat, as they all are. That was a tough hard-fought game. Just in a nutshell, I thought that they 
made the significant plays in the second half of the football game particularly down the stretch, in all three phases. We 
lacked a significant play – the game-defining play. They made them. Obviously, when that happens you’re going to lose 
football games like we did tonight. We accept that and we acknowledge that. We’ve got to get better and get better in a 
hurry. We’ve got a new challenge facing us here coming up in about six and a half days.” 

 
On the injury status of G Ramon Foster and OT Marcus Gilbert 
“Marcus had an eye injury of some kind. He’s being evaluated as we speak. Marcus simply hyper-extended his knee. 
Hopefully that won’t be serious, we’ll see.”  
 
On time of possession favoring the Steelers 
“That was our intentions in terms of how we worked. We need to possess the ball, we needed to get stops and time of 
possession is just that, though you look at the scoreboard: they got it done, we didn’t. The plan didn’t come to fruition.” 
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On the coach’s challenge play on the two-yard line 
“I didn’t know whether the ball came out or not. They were in hurry-up mode. You’re not getting that type of information 
quickly in hostile environments. I thought it was worthy of a time out right there to see for ourselves, and obviously he 
didn’t fumble the ball so they maintained possession and then they went in an scored” 
 
On if the sideline official saw Tomlin call for a challenge play 
“Someone did. That’s why it was given to me.”  
 
On the use of the no-huddle offense in the second, third and fourth quarters 
“Yeah, we did, we had planned to do that, not specifically how it unfolded, but game circumstances change things 
sometimes. I was comfortable with the no huddle attack and what we were doing in it. Just not enough significant plays 
made particularly down the stretch, like I said earlier.” 
 
On Broncos no huddle offense causing trouble for the Steelers 
“We didn’t make significant plays, you know, third-down type plays. Plays to get you off the field. They did. They didn’t 
have many third down opportunities, but I think they were like five, six and nine or something like that. We just didn’t make 
enough football plays and they did. You’ve got to give credit to them. They executed.” 
 
On Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning coming back strong after a year out.   
“He”s Peyton.” 
 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS PLAYERS 
 
QB BEN ROETHLISBERGER 
 

On his fourth-quarter interception 
“They were good defensively, they disguised very well. We were on the sideline talking about half he time we didn’t know 
what coverage they were going to. We were running a little late. They did a good job and obviously the interception was 
result of the play. I should have called timeout. The play clock was running down, I hate to burn time outs, but I should 
have. We were covered all over the place. There’s no one to blame but myself. I already told my team and coaches, it’s 
my fault and it’s on me. It’s disappointing. I hate to let my team down, my coaches, the fans. That loss is squarely on my 
shoulders, but I’ll take that and get better and learn from it.” 

 
On the offense 
“I thought we did pretty well in a hostile environment. They were loud, we played a lot of no huddle. We mixed some 
things in. We hurt ourselves sometimes on penalties and certain things. Overall I felt we were happy with the line and the 
way the guys handled it.”  
 
On the no huddle 
“I thought we used a lot of clock, put the ball down the field and got points when we needed to, but to go three and out 
and then throw a pick is not good.” 
 
On losing two linemen 
“Obviously the way [C/G] Doug Legursky stepped in and [OT] Mike Adams stepped in, I’m really proud of the way those 
guys stepped up and played well. I can’t say enough about the rest of the guys. On offense and my team, the way they 
played, but it’s on me. We converted a lot of third downs, that’s a credit to the line protecting and receivers getting open. 
Not just third and short, a lot of third and longs it felt like. That’s what [QB] Peyton [Manning] was saying to me, ‘You guys 
keep killing us on third down,’ but at the end of the day it doesn’t matter when you lose the game.” 
 
On how the Steelers played today 
“We looking to grow and learn. We lost last year’s opener in Baltimore. This one wasn’t as bad, but it’s bad for me 
because I hate to have that happen and it stings. We’ll get better I just want the guys on offense that stepped up to know 
they did a great job.” 
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On losing two in a row in Denver 
“It’s a great place, great environment, great fans and good team. I’d like to say I hope we come back here, but I hope we 
don’t. I hope they come back to our place because it’s a nice advantage.” 
 
On the formation leading to the interception 
“There was just some confusion. We were hanging in no-huddle, but coach wanted the play. I couldn’t hear the play the 
first time because it was so loud in the headset. Once I got it, I relayed it but we were just getting late getting set up. I 
really thought he had a step on him, but the guy made a good play.”  
 
On QB Peyton Manning 
“I thought he played well. It was good to see him, being in the fraternity of quarterbacks, seeing him back out there. I told 
before during the coin toss, it will probably be tonight (400 career touchdowns) and if you do congratulations, but if you get 
it next week, congratulations, that’s an awesome accomplishment.” 

 
S TROY POLAMALU 
 

On the fourth quarter defense 
“We just weren’t making any plays – any significant plays. We weren’t getting pressure. We weren’t getting pass 
breakups. We just weren’t making plays.” 

 
On Denver WR Demaryius Thomas’ touchdown catch 
“I under-pursued. I should have went over the block. I should have made a better decision for sure.”  
 
On the team’s effort and execution 
“I think we definitely showed that we have some potential to be a good team. We played good for a solid three quarters, 
but it’s all about playing 60 minutes, you know.” 
 
On holding Broncos to field goal late in fourth quarter 
“Keeping it to a one score game is obviously a big deal, but we just weren’t making plays down the stretch in the second 
half, really – to get off the field, pass breakups, getting off on third down.” 
 
On defending Broncos’ no huddle 
“We just weren’t making plays on the ball and we were giving up some bigger chunks than we would like in the run game. 
I don’t know – a lot to learn from this game.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning 
“What can you say? I mean, he’s Peyton Manning. He’s the same Manning – I don’t know how to explain. Everything 
anybody has ever said about him is probably the same thing I would say tonight.” 
 

DE BRETT KEISEL 
 

On tonight’s game 
“We’ve got some things to work on. We’ll go home, check it out and hopefully rectify it.” 

 
On the defensive performance   
“We don’t ever like to give up that many points and we feel like we’re a better defense than that. We feel like we stopped 
them pretty good in the first half and we wanted to be better in a lot of areas.”  
 
On whether they handled the altitude as well as expected 
“I think so. We just couldn’t get to [QB] Peyton [Manning]. He was getting the ball out quick. Their guys were making plays 
and we weren’t.” 
 
Whether losing to the Broncos stings more than other losses   
“Any loss is a bad loss, nobody likes to lose. You always want to start strong. We’ve got some things we need to get 
better at. We’ll take a look at this and hopefully learn from our mistakes.” 
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On QB Peyton Manning  
“He was real sharp. He is a great quarterback and he got them the win today.” 
 

WR MIKE WALLACE 
 
On tonight’s game  
“We kind of let it slip away. They made some key plays at key times and we didn’t. That was the only turning point of the 
game. We have to make plays at significant times, at the end of the game when it counts like they did.” 
 
On his touchdown reception  
“It was cool because I put points on the board for my team. I didn’t care about any personal things; that was nowhere on 
my mind, I just wanted to win. I just wanted to come out and do whatever I could to help my team. It was nothing about 
me.”   
 
On injuries to the offense  
“It is always going to hurt because that is your teammate, your brothers, and you don’t ever want to see anybody go 
down.” 
 
On performance of the offense 
“We did okay. I think we could have done better but it was the first game and we have 15 more games.” 
 
On the interception by Broncos CB Tracy Porter 
“I was on the other side, I had a screen. Any time we have one-on-one with our players we like them. I like E [WR 
Emmanuel Sanders] against any guy in this league one-on-one. I don’t really know what happened. I think he just made a 
great play and they scored on it.”  


