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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (1/11/12) 

  

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR MIKE McCOY 
 
On turnovers against New England  
“That’s something against a football team like this and against a quarterback like Tom Brady, you have to make sure you make 
the most of every possession as an offense. You have to sustain drives. You like to have those 8-10 play drives and keep them off 
the field to help our defense. It’s going to be a team effort this week just like it is every week, but you can’t turn the football over 
against a team like this.” 
 
On last week’s success carrying over 
“I think you have to reset it every week. You have to show up every Sunday—Saturday night obviously [this week]—and play 
your game. I think we had hit a point in a season, which happens from time to time—we got on a roll there for a while, and then 
we stubbed our toe during the New England game and the last couple games of the season. But that’s all a part of it. You have to 
learn from it and get better. [Head] Coach [John] Fox did a great job of keeping everyone positive. We just kept plugging away 
trying to get better every day. We had a good week of practice last week, and then went into the Pittsburgh game and had a 
good team effort. You saw the results that we got, so now we have to build off of that. It’s going to be the same philosophy as 
every week. Just continue to get better. The best team at the end wins it.” 
 
On the Pittsburgh game 
“Good players make good coaches. That’s the way it is. When they execute the way they did the other night, there are a number 
of guys—and I’m speaking offensively—that made good plays for us. [WR] Eddie Royal had the first touchdown catch, [and WR] 
Demaryius Thomas. We ran the ball efficiently again. [TE] Daniel Fells made the two big catches for us. It’s a team effort. Defense 
did a nice job getting us good field position and doing certain things—the kicking game. As a team, we did a nice job. 
Unfortunately we spoiled a lead. We had an opportunity with a third down call on the first drive of the second half to really get a 
good thing going to start the second half, but unfortunately, we didn’t block exactly the way we wanted to. We didn’t execute 
the third down play to get some more points, so we punted.” 
 
On the Jacksonville head coaching job 
“I didn’t pull my name out. They hired Mike Mularkey yesterday. I was going to interview sometime this week, but like I told 
them some time on Saturday, I had a very strong belief that we were going to win the football game. So, I couldn’t go as early as 
they wanted me to go. I talked to [Jacksonville General Manager] Gene Smith last night, and he wished me the best of luck in the 
future. He had to do what was best for the organization.” 
 
On being a head coach someday 
“I’d love to be a head coach sometime, but I’m very happy with where I’m at. I work for a great organization with great people. I 
love coaching the guys that we coach here.” 
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On WR Matthew Willis 
“It’s great to have players like Matt Willis on your football team because every game that we’ve asked him to do something or 
he’s had an opportunity to do something, he’s made a big play for us or just done what we’ve asked him to do. He’s a role player. 
He knew he wasn’t going to get a ton of snaps throughout the year. He was going to play X-number of snaps. He was the next 
guy in whenever anyone would go down, Matt would go in. The great thing as coaches, you never have to worry about it because 
you know he’s going to do it exactly the way you asked him to do it. He’s been in this system for a number of years now. 
[Quarterbacks Coach] Adam [Gase] coached him the last couple years, so he’s just a guy that shows up every day. Matt Willis is a 
true professional. He does it exactly the way you ask him to do it, and it’s full speed ahead. He’ll play every spot.” 
 
On WR D’Andre Goodwin 
“He’ll do a nice job. He’s been around long enough, and with being in camp with us and the things that he’s done with [Wide 
Receivers Coach] Tyke [Tolbert]. Tyke has spent some extra time with him. It’s our job as coaches, when he goes in there, just to 
make sure before that I let him know what’s going on, what we’re calling and let him go with the flow of the game. The other 
guys will help him. He’ll be fine.” 
 
On play calling 
“We’re doing whatever we think gives our team the best opportunity to win. We’re going to put a game plan in each week, and 
my job is to call the plays that I think or as a staff, that we think is the best thing for our football team to win. We might have 
called a little more aggressively last week as we thought the way the game was going. That’s going to change from week to week. 
How are you running the football? What is the defense doing against you? Are they trying to take certain things away? The 
players made some big-time plays last week. We’ve run the same plays other times where they haven’t worked, so it’s just one 
of those deals. How is [QB] Tim [Tebow] doing? How is the offensive line protecting? What is the flow of the game? How is our 
defense playing? There are a number of things that come into play when you call a game.” 
 
On WR Demaryius Thomas 
“Demaryius is an outstanding football player. I think he had some opportunities to make some big plays. The first big catch he 
had on a scramble. That was a big-time play he had. The way he reacted once he saw Tim boot out of the pocket, and the way he 
wheeled down the sideline, the play that he made at the end. We all know who Demaryius Thomas is as a football player, but 
then again, it’s the same thing I said about Tim earlier, is that he’s a young player. Demaryius is only going to get better. He’s had 
some injuries, and you try to get guys like that into the flow of the game. The great thing about him is we haven’t given him the 
opportunity—[given] the receivers a ton of opportunities—to make those big plays throughout the year. This game was one of 
those deals where we did it more often than not. It was more of a downfield-type shot that we were taking because of what the 
defense was doing.” 
 
On attention surrounding Thomas 
“You’re going to grab some attention, definitely, when you see a guy make plays like that and average what he did the last game, 
but the other thing they have to be careful with is they have to try and defend the entire field. If they want to try and take him 
away, we have plenty of other guys that we can go to, and that’s Tim’s job to go through the progression. But when you make 
plays the way he’s been making, he’s going to get some attention.” 
 
On reacting to defenses 
“You’re going to have certain weeks where you’re going to struggle as a football team. It’s a long season. I would say the Kansas 
City game if you look back at it, we struggled on offense at really just executing what we wanted to get done. There are a 
number of different things. I’m not going to just say it was just one thing. But we played poorly. I called a poor game, and I’ll take 
all the responsibility for that because it starts with me as the coordinator. We could have done some things differently as a staff. 
We could have thrown the ball better in some different situations, but that’s all part of it. When we execute the game like we 
know we know how to do it, we’ve been fine. In the second half, look at the Minnesota game. You can’t play any worse as a 
football team in the first half, and then we made one or two adjustments in the second half and we light up the scoreboard. It’s 
the same thing. We played the best defense in football last week and really as an offense, played one of our better games of the 
year. It’s a matter of execution as a staff putting the best plan together helping your players and then executing it.” 
 
On the stress of the job 
“We love the job that we have, and we know that. Being a football coach, you live with it.” 
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On game planning  
“That’s part of the game. I’d love to have a crystal ball and know what the defense is going to do every snap, but that’s the game. 
With our style of offense that we’re running right now, we have to make a lot of adjustments, like the touchdown pass to 
Demaryius. We drew that up at halftime. It was one of those deals where we were waiting for the right opportunity to call it, so 
with Tim playing quarterback, they have to defend more than just your traditional offense. There are a lot of things that we’re 
going to do, so going into each week’s game plan, what you see on film the three to four weeks previously is probably not going 
to be what you see for the most part the entire game.” 
 
On the overtime play 
“It’s a feel for the game when you call every other play in certain situations. I was talking to Demaryius before the series. I said, 
‘If we win the toss, this is what we’re going to go to. If they play the right coverage we could end in a hurry, or if they play a 
different defense, we still have a good play.’ It’s a very good play. We had great run action up front, great protection up front, 
and we were very fortunate that the safety came down from the backside. Demaryius, like we talked about on the sideline, if 
they play a certain coverage it could be one-and-done. Fortunately that’s the way it happened.” 
 
On RB Willis McGahee 
“Obviously, he’s our workhorse in the backfield. We’re going to give Willis the ball 20-something times a game as what we’ve 
been doing give or take a few snaps here and there. So, obviously when you lose your workhorse in the backfield, things change, 
but we have a system in place. [RB] Lance Ball has done a phenomenal job all year long of when Willis comes out, we just let him 
roll. [RB] Jeremiah [Johnson] has done a nice job coming in from time to time in his limited roll that he’s had. You always want to 
have your stud back there whenever you can, but we’re not going to skip a beat. We’re not going to change what we’re doing if 
Lance Ball or Jeremiah are in the game. As a play caller, you may call a few things differently because that’s something they do 
better, but we have a system in place with Tim playing quarterback that all three backs can execute fine.” 


