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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (1/9/12) 

  

WIDE RECEIVER DEMARYIUS THOMAS  
 
On overcoming injuries during his career 
“I was never thinking I would never get healthy. It was the freak accidents that would just happen in my time of getting back on 
the field. I knew once I got back on the field and got healthy, I could make some plays and help the team.” 
 
On if the injuries ever affected him mentally 
“I thought about it a lot and I just kept saying to myself, ‘I’m always getting hurt. I’ve had three big injuries since getting into the 
league and this is my second year.’ I just thought about it a lot.” 
 
On his stiff arm 
“I started throwing a stiff arm when I was in college. I had some big plays in college from a stiff arm.” 
 
On what it was like watching the film 
“It was great. The ball was on time. All three of my deep passes, I didn’t have to stop or anything. It was great. Hopefully we can 
continue that.” 
 
On if the success in the passing game makes it more difficult for teams to defend them 
“I think it’s tough because we have a great running game. If you try to stop the running game and then you try to stop the 
passing game, I feel like it would be tough to try to stop both.” 
 
On being a key part of a legendary play 
“It was amazing. I know walking up to the line, I saw the safety come down, I was like, ‘This is going to be a big play.’ The middle 
of the field was wide open. All I had to do was beat the corner. Once I beat him there was nothing but green grass. Once I beat 
him I knew I was going to score.” 
 
On what he remembers about the day he tore his Achilles 
“It wasn’t that day. It was the day I went to see my doctor. He told me I’d probably be out the entire year. That touched me a lot 
because I know I didn’t play much my first year and he was telling me I would be out another year, my second year. That’s the 
biggest part.” 
 
On if he knew the injury was serious 
“I didn’t know it was serious because I walked off and went home. I went to the doctor the next day and he told me it was 
ruptured. It was like 8-12 months before I could get back. I asked him the fastest somebody’s ever been back. He [said] five 
months. It maybe took me six months to get back to running.” 
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On if he was surprised he could get back and play at a high level 
“I was surprised because I talked to a couple of other players who tore their Achilles and tried to come back early and messed it 
up again. I came back and I was running. First day running routes, I wasn’t sore. I kept running and never got sore. It just got 
better and better every week.” 
 
On if he had to talk them out of putting him on injured reserve 
“No, I actually didn’t. I was back in the second week of the season before I broke my pinky. I could’ve been playing before Week 
7.” 
 
On how he broke his pinky 
“My first day back practicing, I was going against [CB] Champ [Bailey]. He broke up a pass play. I feel like he hit my fingers and 
the ball just hit me right on top. I just thought it was jammed fingers so I kept practicing. Then another ball hit it again and I 
stopped moving and knew something was wrong.” 
 
On Josh McDaniels being hired by the Patriots 
“I guess it’s another coach. He drafted me and Tim. It’ll be good to see him, but it’s another game.” 


