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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (1/9/12) 

  

RUNNING BACK WILLIS McGAHEE  
 
On if the success in the passing game affects opposing defenses’ gameplans 
“That’s not our problem. We’re not going to worry about that. We’re just going to play our game of football, regardless of the 
situation. [QB] Tim [Tebow] stepped up last night, made big plays. [WR] Demaryius Thomas made big catches. That’s something 
they have to account for going into the next game.” 
 
On if an offense can feel when they have a defense on its heels 
“Yeah, we sensed it because at the beginning of the game, they were doing a lot of blitzing sending the safeties down inside the 
box and making plays. Come second half, we made those adjustments; they weren’t doing that any more. They were starting to 
drop back because [QB] Tim [Tebow] hit them a couple of times with big plays in the first half so they tried to adjust to it.” 
 
On what the offense needs to do better this time against New England 
“We just have to go out there and play Denver football, play our style of football. We can’t worry about what’s going on on the 
outside, just worry about what we control and that’s us making plays and having fun out there on the football field.” 
 
On what he was feeling after the lost fumble yesterday 
“It was crazy. I’ve never felt anything like that before. I thought I was down but people said I wasn’t down. It happened; they 
made a great play, can’t take it from them. I had my hands on the ball and they still got it out. I asked the defensive players, ‘I 
need you all to save me.’ They told me they got me. They held them down and we went to overtime, I told Tim, ‘It’s going to be 
your turn, man. Go ahead and make your plays. Do what you do.’” 
 
On where that game ranks in his postseason career 
“I’m just happy to be a part of this team. This is a team where people didn’t expect us to do anything coming into this year. We 
didn’t start out the way everybody wanted to start out. So they kind of wrote us off early. Now, we’re sitting here shocking 
people. I’m just happy to be here with these guys. It’s a great group of guys, young guys that want to win and they’re finding a 
way to win. Basically, it’s the [most fun] I’ve had in the playoffs since I’ve been in the league.” 
 
On if it was satisfying to see the play-action game pay off 
“It’s always good to see us get the big passes, especially because everyone says we can’t throw the ball. So that’s always a plus.” 
 
On what was going through his mind when WR Demaryius Thomas scored the game-winning touchdown 
“I was happy for Demaryius. I was happy that we won, but I was really happy for Demaryius because he’s been going through a 
lot as far playing receiver with the injuries, coming back…For him to just do that, for him and Tim to do that, period, it was really 
exciting.” 
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On Thomas’ mentality 
“When he came back when he got hurt, I already knew he was timid not about playing football but about coming out there and 
making plays just because of the injury situation. Anybody would be the same way he was when he came back. I was like that. I 
didn’t want to go out there and do this and do that. But it came to a point in my mind where I just had to go out there and do it 
and that’s what I would tell him, ‘Man don’t worry about it, because if it’s meant to be, it’s meant to be.’” 
 
On Thomas clearing the mental hurdle 
“It was mainly the mental part for him. Once he came back and did what he did, it was all over. I’m pretty sure he’s not worried 
about it right now.” 
 
On if yesterday’s win changes the attitude of the team 
“Our opinion is the same. We’re not reading into the hype that’s going around with us right now. We’re going to stay the same 
as we were before when we were 1-4 coming into this situation. Nothing’s changed.” 
 
On advice to the young guys about Saturday’s game 
“The only thing I’m thinking is we’re going to see different is the crowd, the atmosphere around. Other than that, it’s just a 
game, go out there and play your game. That’s all you can tell them to do. You can’t sit there holding hands. Just go out there 
and be yourself, go make plays, don’t be afraid to be great.” 
 
On the young guys using yesterday as a building block 
“I think they will just because of the situation we’re in and the feeling they had after that game. I’m pretty sure they’re going to 
want that same feeling again next week. I think they know what they have to do.” 
 
On the offensive line 
“I think they did a great job. [G] Russ [Hochstein] did an awesome job filling in for [G Chris] Kuper. I don’t think there was really a 
dropoff even though Kuper is a big part of our offense. The good thing about it was [Kuper] was with us at the team hotel the 
night before the game. He always wanted to be in the playoffs, but unfortunately he’s not able to play.” 
 
On playing the Patriots in the playoffs 
“I played against them when I was with the Ravens, going into the first round, we came out with the victory. It’s going to be one 
of those games: Who wants it more? You don’t have that second chance where you can say, ‘Okay we’re going to see them next 
week or a couple of weeks down the line.’ It’s going to be who wants it more and who’s going to go out there and make the 
plays.” 
 
On what it takes to beat New England in the playoffs 
“Execute your plays, run the ball [and] don’t put the defense in bad situations.” 
 
On Thomas’ 80-yard touchdown catch and run 
“I wish I could go out there and break one of them, first play for 80 yards. But that’s not me, I’m a bruiser. I’m a guy that’s going 
to wear you down as the game goes. I would love it though, don’t get me wrong.” 
 
On the difference yesterday 
“I think those guys were determined to get that job done, in terms of passing the ball. Tim, Demaryius and [TE Daniel] Fells, they 
had a great day. It’s been rough weeks, these past three weeks for them as far as passing the ball. I feel their pain, I’m a running 
back. I would love to run the ball but there’s going to be a time where you need to pass. I think they put that on their backs and 
ran with it. That was the whole mentality. Go out there and play with a chip on your shoulder.” 
 
On Thomas’ success through adversity 
“He has his mindset right. That’s something you have to do yourself, nobody else can tell you. The trainers can’t tell you that you 
can do this, the coaches can’t tell you that you can do this. You have to tell yourself before anything. I think he found it within 
himself like, ‘Hey, I can go out here and play to the top level that everybody else is playing at.’ And that’s what he’s doing.” 
 


