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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (1/9/12) 

  

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX  
 
On injuries 
“*WR+ Eric Decker’s knee is just a sprain so he’ll be day-to-day, so that was actually good news. That’s kind of all the updates I 
have as far as injuries.” 
 
On yesterday’s offensive performance 
“As I’ve said many times when we made the adjustments or tweaks to our offense, football is football. They play football at a 
pretty high level in college and there have been some very successful, productive offenses in this type of offense. It’s a little 
unique to the National Football League; however, having [the quarterback] as a run threat is not the first time it’s ever 
happened. We competed [in Carolina] against *QB+ Michael Vick for years there in Atlanta and it presents problems. We’ve had 
different approaches.” 
 
 On knowing what he had in WR Demaryius Thomas 
“With the lockout and whatnot it was little bit harder because there wasn’t contact. There wasn’t contact allowed with our 
medical people and players so we were a little bit in the dark as to how that rehab was going. Once we were able to have contact 
with the players he was way ahead of schedule. There was discussion about him being on PUP to start the season and as we got 
through training camp we actually accelerated that and kept him on the 53-[man roster]. Unfortunately, he had another injury to 
his finger and that was a bit of a setback but he’s done a really good job and he’s improved every week really since we had him 
active. 
 
“You look at the draft and we were aware of his abilities so you kind of knew but not really. He started to do it in practice. He had 
flashes and unfortunately he got hurt. We’re just glad he’s healthy now.” 
 
On the passing game 
“We’ve been aggressive and there wasn’t really much difference other than we executed better. There weren’t any new state-of-
the-art plays. This thing is about players making plays when you have success and we did it better yesterday than we did it the 
week before. That’s why you practice, that’s why you play the game. We had confidence that we could get better passing the ball 
and it was going to be paramount for us to go much further in this tournament.”  
 
On the message to players after the win 
“You learn with each game, whether it was preseason, regular season or now playoffs. We do have a lot of veteran leadership. 
We have a lot of guys that are young and have not been there but we have some guys that have been around and they’ve done a 
fantastic job explaining to the young guys what it takes in the preparation part of it—and then you just go play the game. But I 
think the preparation is where you step it up a notch and where some youthfulness can kind of hurt you if they don’t understand 
that. Between our staff and our veteran leaders, I think they’ve gotten that message across. Just like when we were on that run 
during the regular season, every week is the bigger game. In reality that’s not the case—it’s the same game—but your 
preparation has to pick up and we understand that.” 
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On Josh McDaniels being hired by the Patriots 
“We just played them a month ago so I don’t view it much differently. I don’t know Josh very well. I wasn’t here so I’m not really 
that familiar. I just stay in my lane. Other people make those rules. It doesn’t really matter what I think.” 
 
On McDaniels’ knowledge of Denver roster 
“When you do this for a living you have a pretty good idea of most of the players. You [studied] them in college or coached them 
before and guys just move cities, that’s kind of what this league is. 
 
“I mean we’re going to go play Carolina next year. I don’t think that’s going to be a huge advantage for me. Plus, their team has 
changed and so has ours. I don’t think it’s a big deal.” 
 
On McDaniels drafting several current Broncos players 
“I think a lot of people here drafted these players. I don’t think one person did. I think that’s the case no matter who it is.” 
 
On the loss to New England in Week 15 
“Their *Patriots’+ tempo is a little bit different than some people. I don’t know if it will be an advantage but I think they’ll 
understand a little better about a fast tempo, no-huddle offense. Hopefully we can react better this time around than we did last 
time.” 
 
On lineup changes 
“Each one of these (games) takes on a different personality and you try to utilize the people on your 53-man roster or the 46 
active day roster as it matches up with the opponent. This week could be different yet.” 
 
On the play of offensive line 
“I think anytime you’re Top 5 in any area in this league it’s a tribute to the players that do that. I think our guys have been solid 
all season long. That was the first full game we played without [G] Chris Kuper and [G] Russ Hochstein did a great job stepping in 
there as a full-time starter. [Offensive Line Coach] Dave Magazu, the position coach, and the O-Line have done a very good job.” 
 
On facing New England 
“Everybody has byes and everyone has dealt with that before. To me it’s not ‘where,’ it’s more ‘who.’ They are a very good 
football team; they’ve got a lot of playoff experience. We will have to deal with crowd noise—that’s always a little bit of an issue 
but it won’t be the first time this season we’ve had to do that. It’ll be a huge challenge and when you get to this point in the 
playoffs that’s kind of how it always is.” 
 
On if it’s hard to practice at New England’s tempo 
“No. I mean it’s all hard but it’s something we’ll work hard at.” 
 
On dealing with crowd noise 
“We’ve got a machine out there that makes a lot of noise. It’s pro football and that’s what we’re expected to do. We’ll practice 
all week just like I’m sure they will, and we’ll practice with the noise box.” 
 
On controlling the mood of the team after big win 
“Our message is to be the same guy. Try to keep and even keel. Don’t get too high, don’t get too low. You’re never as bad as 
some people say you might be or you’re never as good as some people say you might be. Staying even-keeled is what we try to 
explain.” 
 


