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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (1/9/12) 

  

DEFENSIVE END ROBERT AYERS  
 
On if the win changes the team’s expectations 
“I don’t think it changes anything. I’ve always felt like we’re a good team. At times we didn’t play our best ball. At times we beat 
ourselves and made too many mistakes. Our confidence has never been shattered. I think we still have confidence in ourselves. I 
don’t think the win last night is going to increase our confidence; I just think it’s going to keep building on what we already had.” 
 
On confidence in his team despite a 2-5 record early in the season 
“I just watched how we prepared. I watched how the coaches put in many hours of extra work and the practices we had—the 
character of the guys on the team. I just never felt we would give up. I knew if the situation came to where our back were against 
the ball, we would fight through. At that point in the season, our backs were against the wall. We fought through, made it to the 
playoffs, won the division, and now we’re going to the second round.” 
 
On if the team’s attitude was similar last week 
“Not really. I think it was a little different mindset because we knew it was all or nothing. We didn’t have another week. 
Throughout the season, your back is kind of against the wall, but at the same time, you still know it’s the regular season. I felt like 
yesterday we had to take it up to another notch, and I think we did.” 
 
On Denver’s offense 
“Yesterday, we were executing. Guys were catching passes, guys were making blocks and guys were making runs. They weren’t 
turning over the ball. You’ve got to give our offense a lot of credit; they did a good job of executing. I don’t think it’s anything 
where we never showed that we had the potential; we just never did it on a consistent basis. Yesterday, when it counted most, 
we did.” 
 
On if it’s tougher to gameplan for the Broncos’ offense  
“Definitely. I know if I was those defenses, it would definitely present a bigger challenge for us, because we’re the leading 
rushing offense in the league. Now, I don’t know the statistics, but I think (Q Tim Tebow) threw for 300 yards. If we can do that 
on a consistent basis and our defense can keep getting better and the special teams—which has been one of the more consistent 
bunches of us all—if they can keep playing well, I think we have a good chance.” 
 
On improving on things that hurt the Broncos against New England in Week 15 
“It’s executing. That’s the one thing that they do so well. They execute so well. On third down, they convert a lot; in the red zone, 
they score a lot, so we’ve just got to be able to execute and get off on third down. When they get to the red zone, we’ve got to 
hold them to three or possibly force a turnover. We didn’t do a good job of that after, I think it was 14, 17 points they had. From 
that point on, we didn’t do a good job of getting off on third down or holding them to three in the red zone. We’ve got to do 
that. We know they’re going to get their plays, but we can’t give them gifts.” 
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On New England hiring Josh McDaniels  
“He’s a smart coach. I don’t know what role he has or how much [Head] Coach [Bill] Belichick is going to be using him, but 
congrats to him.” 
 
On McDaniels drafting him in the first round 
“I thank God for that. God put me in a situation to get drafted where I did and blessed me with the ability. Josh McDaniels pulled 
the trigger on me with the 18th pick. I thank God, and I also give him a little credit for that too.” 
 
On WR Demaryius Thomas 
“I’ve seen him consistently come to work, practice and get better—work on different things. He had some injuries. He kept 
fighting, working through. He never lost his confidence. Something my dad always tells me is that it’s not how you start, it’s how 
you finish. Not every guy who gets out the fastest in the 100-meter dash wins the race. You just have to keep working and keep 
fighting. He has been doing that.” 
 
On if the offense’s success 
“Honestly, I’ve never really looked at us (the defense) as carrying the team or anything like that. For them to have the No. 1 
rushing offense—a lot of games we won, I think they had 200 yards rushing, 180 yards rushing or something like that. So, that 
right there can go unnoticed, but it helps us stay fresh. We’re on the sideline for a little longer; they’re converting down the field, 
eating up clock. That helps us to stay fresh and go out there. I definitely think they’re doing their part, regardless of if the 
opposing team only has 13 points. I think they’ve been doing things that go unnoticed and you can’t overlook that.”  
 
On if the Broncos feel like they beat themselves in Week 15 against New England 
“No, they definitely beat us. We did some things that hurt ourselves and shot ourselves in the foot, but they beat us. We couldn’t 
stop them. We couldn’t score, and we couldn’t do anything on special teams. They definitely beat us. We helped them out with 
certain things, fumbles, busted coverages, not fitting up on runs…There are a lot of things we did wrong, but they definitely beat 
us.” 
 
On what is different now than a month ago 
“I don’t know. I can’t really say what’s different. All I know is that we’re going to try to prepare our best. We’re going to go out 
there, give it our all, try to execute—that’s something we’re going to emphasize this week: executing, tackling and doing what 
we do best.” 
 
On the Broncos’ defensive approach against the Steelers 
“These coaches do a tremendous job gameplanning, watching film, studying. We saw some things we felt like we could do well. 
It’s the playoffs. There is no time for holding back. I felt like Coach [Defensive Coordinator Dennis] Allen threw the kitchen sink at 
them. Whatever it takes to win; I think the players feel that way and so do the coaches.” 
 
On if he feels satisfied with his game last night 
“I don’t think I’m anywhere near where I need to be. It’s just one game. It’s a big game, but I’m definitely not satisfied. I want to 
keep getting better. I always say I want to be the best player in this league. I’m nowhere near that. I’m not even close. I’m not 
even the best player on this defense. But that’s what I’m going to keep aiming for, and I’m going to keep working. If I ever get to 
the point where I am the best player in this league, I’m going to try to keep getting better too.” 
 
On gameplanning for two pass-catching tight ends 
“It’s a tough challenge. You’ve seen all year the Patriots’ success with [TE Aaron] Hernandez and [TE Rob] Gronkowski going up 
against linebackers and safeties in double coverages and able to be successful, but I have a lot of confidence in our linebackers 
and defensive backs. It’s going to be a tough challenge, but if they need a little help, we’re going to help them. Up front, we have 
to be able to get some pass rush and not let them sit back there for long. I think [QB Tom] Brady, he got a little bit comfortable a 
couple of times. We don’t want to let that happen. We don’t want to leave those guys on an island too long. It’s going to take a 
complete team effort—offense, defense, special teams—and we know that.” 
 
 


