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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (1/4/12) 

  

WIDE RECEIVER MATTHEW WILLIS 
 

On the passing game  
“It’s receivers getting open and catching the ball. It’s not about what route is being run, it’s about making the play.”  
 
On emphasizing the passing game in practice 
“It’s an emphasis every week. It’s something we’ve struggled in—and the run game has been our bread and butter—so every 
week we place a big emphasis on improving that, because it’s going to come down to making those plays to win the game.” 
 
On the team’s mindset 
“I think we are very focused. We know that [the Steelers are] going to be a tough opponent. They’re going to play very physical, 
and we understand that. We’re just ready for the challenge, and we know we have to take it to them.” 
 
On connecting on early passes to establish confidence 
“I don’t think there is a lack of confidence, but I think it’s going to let everyone get into the groove. If you make those plays early, 
everyone kind of calms down, settles in, and you get ready to finish out the game.” 
 
On defenses loading the box 
“We know what to expect every week as far as teams loading the box, and we just have to go out, compete, make the plays and 
come out ahead.”  
 
On Pittsburgh’s defense 
“They have a lot of good players, obviously, No. 43 [S Troy Polamalu] running around back there. You really don’t know where 
he’s going to be as far as their defensive scheme. Obviously, their linebackers and defensive ends coming off the edge are huge. 
The secondary doesn’t have to cover for very long, because they know those guys are going to get to the quarterback.” 
 
 On whether receivers worry about Pittsburgh LB James Harrison when going across the middle 
“No. You don’t think about that kind of thing.” 
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