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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/21/11) 

  

SAFETY BRIAN DAWKINS  
 
On his health 
“I’m going in the right direction. Things are feeling better and better, so we’ll see.” 
 
On whether it’s frustrating to not be able to play 
“Obviously, but for me, regardless of what time of year it is, I want to be out there with the guys doing what I do and, hopefully, 
helping us win ball games.” 
 
On how special it is to be home for Christmas after playing on Christmas Eve 
“Being home with the family, we understand the meaning of it. We understand the gifts that we’re given, but to be able to be 
there to celebrate Christ and all those good things, it’s a blessing to be able to do that. I’ve been on the other side of having to 
play on Christmas. I’m going to go out and do my job full tilt, but to be able to be home is a great, great thing.” 
 
On if it is more special to give back during the holiday season 
“I don’t know if it’s more special. I think because of the significance of this time of year, a lot of people are lacking and not being 
able do for their own. To be able to bless others and to see the smiles on children’s faces during this time of year is a wonderful 
thing.” 
 
On if there will be a hangover from last week’s loss 
“Absolutely not. There is no hangover. We played a very, very good team. We understand that. We left a lot of things on the 
field, mistakes-wise. Those are the things you can’t allow to have happen, so we learn from those mistakes, and this week, we 
know we have a tough Buffalo team. Going to [Buffalo], it’s obviously a tough venue, but we’re going to put on our hard hats and 
business suit for this business trip and go out there and try to play our best ball again.” 
 
On what he tells the younger guys about staying focused when playing a team on a long losing streak 
“It’s not about them so much as what we need to do as a football team. They’re going to go out there and play. You don’t play in 
the NFL if you don’t have pride in yourself, so regardless of your record, they’re going to come out and play. They want to win. 
They’re playing in front of their families right around Christmas time. They’re going to want to play good football, so we can’t 
worry about what they’re going to do. We need to worry about fixing the things we did wrong and go out there and play our best 
football again.” 
 
On what can be done to correct miscommunication on the field  
“We just have to make sure that we talk on the football field, whether it be by signal or verbal. Those are the things we did 
earlier in the year, making those type of communication errors earlier in the year. That’s when we were giving up those big plays. 
The same thing came about this Sunday. We didn’t communicate on the same page. A couple of times, we gave up some plays, 
so we’ve got to get back to communicating properly, making sure we’re all on the same page playing football, and whatever 
happens, happens.” 
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On his involvement with communication on defense 
“I’m not worried about not being out there. I’m going to try my best to be out there, so let’s not think about that. All I can do is 
what I can do on the sideline, when I’m on the sideline, and that’s telling them what I see when they come off the field, getting 
the pictures to see something that I can tell them to help them along in that respect. For me, I want to be out there to 
communicate with them much more than being on the sideline, because they’re not going to hear me from the sideline yelling 
checks.” 
 
On S Quinton Carter and S Rahim Moore 
“They’re absolutely improving. Obviously, we have young safeties; they’re going to make mistakes, but the thing is not to make 
the same mistakes over again, and those guys are not doing that. They’re correcting the things they need to correct and being 
more vocal, [which] I think is the biggest thing for a young safety. When you say things, and when you know what you’re doing, 
you’re going to speak aloud and communicate to everybody. Those are the things they’re getting better at.” 
 
On his advice to young players 
“The thing I always tell the young guys coming in is that if you take care of your body now, it will take care of you later. That’s 
usually my main thing is to make sure they do the right things about themselves, especially in their rookie year, because that 
rookie wall comes about. If you’re taking care of your body, and you’re doing the right things off the field, it will help you. When 
you really need your body to recover, it will recover for you.” 
 


