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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/8/11) 

  

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR DENNIS ALLEN 
 
On the defense’s growth since playing Green Bay in October 
“I think we’ve had a lot of growth from that time. I think we’ve gotten a lot better on defense. We’ve got a tremendous 
challenge this week. The New England Patriots have been a good team. [They’ve] been a good offensive football team, 
especially, for a lot of years. They’re what we aspire to be as an organization to get back to being that type of team, which this 
organization has done before. We’re looking forward to the challenge, but it will be one of the tougher challenges we’ve had this 
year. 
 
“When you go back and you look at that, [CB] Champ Bailey didn’t play in that game; [DE] Elvis [Dumervil] was coming off an 
injury; [LB] D.J. [Williams] was coming off an injury; [CB] Chris Harris wasn’t playing at that time, not to mention the fact that our 
guys were still trying to figure out what to do within the system. I think our guys have gotten a better understanding of what 
we’re trying to do defensively, how we’re trying to do it, the way we’re trying to play the game. And then we’ve gotten some 
guys that are back that are healthy that help us as far as pass defense.”  
 
On forcing timely turnovers 
“We’re trying to make those big plays whenever we can from the opening snap to the last snap of the game. I think what you’ve 
got to give our players credit for is they never quit. They always keep competing, and just like that game last week—they hit a 
seam and had a chance to have a big play, and [LB] Wesley Woodyard reaches in there and knocks the ball out and we recover. I 
think the heart and the fight of those guys in that locker room, you can’t question that.” 
 
On whether he coaches the defense to be more aggressive in overtime 
“We talk about adverse situations, red zone, sudden change, overtime, two-minute situations. We always talk about those 
situations, but I don’t think we’re any more aggressive trying to make a play in those situations than we would be in a normal 
game flow.” 
 
On defending New England TE Rob Gronkowski 
“We’ll try to cover him, and if he does catch it, try to tackle him. That’s pretty simple, but that’s what you’ve got to do. 
Obviously, he’s an outstanding player. He presents a huge challenge for us from a size-speed combination. They throw a lot of 
balls down to him in the red zone, where they throw it up high and just let him go up and body up and make a big catch. Then 
they throw a lot of balls that are short, and he breaks tackles runs it down the sideline and nobody can get him down. The next 
thing you know, it’s a 30-yard touchdown. Obviously, they’ve got a lot of weapons on offense, and we’re going to have to spread 
the wealth as far as how we try to defend them, but we obviously feel good about what we’re trying to do.” 
 
On tackling by the secondary 
“I think we definitely have room for improvement. That’s definitely one of the things we’ve continued to stress as we’ve gone 
throughout the year. I think we’ve gotten better in certain areas, and I think in certain areas we’ve still got a lot of improving to 
do. We’re going to keep working on that every day. We work on tackling every day.” 
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On LB Von Miller’s production 
“We were certainly hoping for that kind of production. Here’s a guy that we picked with the second pick in the [2011] NFL Draft, 
so you expect that guy to be a dynamic type of player, and that’s what he’s been able to do for us. I think the one thing you’ve 
got to credit Von for is, as the year has gone on, he’s got a better understanding of what we’re trying to do, and he’s becoming 
more of a complete player as opposed to just a rusher.”  
 
On LB Von Miller’s impact in the pass defense 
“It’s harder for the quarterback to throw the ball when he’s getting hit by somebody, and that’s what Von has done a great job of 
for us. He gets back there and affects the quarterback, so obviously, when we lose that type of presence, we don’t have as big of 
an effect on the quarterback.”  
 
On WR Wes Welker’s reception total 
“I think they’ve got an excellent scheme to get him the ball. They do a lot of different things to put him in stacked positions; to 
put him in bunches, where it’s hard to get guys close to him. He’s such a quick guy, if you give him a little bit of open space, he’s 
going to find the open area, and then [QB] Tom [Brady] knows how to get him the ball.” 
 
On New England’s no-huddle offense 
“They make it difficult for you, so you’ve got to be prepared. We’ve got to plan for when we can sub, how we can sub, and they 
make it difficult for you to do that. We’ve got to be ready to put a personnel package on the field and play the personnel package 
until they give us an opportunity to sub it out.” 
 
On whether the no-huddle offense will influence his strategy 
“You’ve got to take that into account that they might get into a personnel grouping and stay in it for second and third down, and 
you’ve got to have a plan for how you’re going to attack that, no matter what the down and distance are.” 
 
On containing New England’s offense 
“I think the thing with this team that you’ve got to do is you’ve got to find ways you can pressure Tom Brady. Make him 
uncomfortable in the pocket, whether that’s up the middle, off the edge, you’ve got to make him uncomfortable in the pocket, 
because he’s the guy that drives that offense. They’ve got a lot of great players, but he’s really the one centerpiece that’s been 
there throughout their success. He’s the guy that we’ve got to find ways to affect, and that’s part of our game plan.” 


