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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/12/11) 

  

LINEBACKER WESLEY WOODYARD  
 

On QB Tim Tebow telling him, ‘Don’t worry about a thing because God has spoken to me.’ 
“He came to me and he was basically saying that God speaks to people through other people. It was funny. That place that he 
was at, he said, God just came to tell him to make sure we spread the word, and make sure he spreads the word and tell 
everybody, ‘don’t worry about a thing.’ He just said at the end of the day, give credit to God. To me, that is something that we all 
did, and whenever somebody tells you that, you have to listen, you have to live through it.” 
 
On what happened when Tebow talked to him 
“It was before the game, right before we went out for warm ups. I was listening to my music, and I saw him walking over there. It 
was kind of weird because the offensive players usually stick on their side of their locker room. He came up and said those 
words. I went over to *CB+ Champ *Bailey+ and said something to Champ, and he was like, ‘Yeah, he told me the same thing.’ 
Champ was blown away. I was, ‘Hey, if you tell this day you better go out there and play. Give thanks to God.’ It was kind of the 
mentality we had for that game.” 
 
On when Tebow approached him  
“He didn’t say this yesterday. It was the Jets game when he said it. It was crazy because he told Champ, ‘You go out there and 
make a big play, and at the end of the day give thanks to God.’ That’s what Champ did, so it speaks for itself.” 
 
On the relationships between the players 
“I wouldn’t say it was separation between us. It wasn’t that tight, close bond. Certain situations come up, and it was like certain 
people would stick to certain people. But this year, everybody seems to gravitate towards (each other). It’s weird the connection 
that linebackers have with the offensive linemen, that never happens. It’s just little things like that that brings our team closer.” 
 
On when the team started bonding more 
“I would definitely say during training camp. We came in here and it was something that we knew we had to eventually become 
closer as a team because we didn’t have OTAs.  I think just being around guys, especially when we go on road trips and we leave 
a day early, it kind of forces us to be together as a team and get to know players on the team.” 
 
On Head Coach John Fox giving the players Mondays off after a win 
“The biggest thing in football is to keep your mind free. Anytime you get a couple days off, it feels like another bye week. 
Whenever you get a bye week, it kind of relaxes your mind and eases your mind. It makes Wednesday coming to work easier to 
go back to work.” 
 
On Tebow talking to him about God 
“That was the first time he ever said anything. The thing about Tim is I respect him because he’s never pushed his religion off on 
anybody. He just goes out there and believes in God himself and shows it every day. It’s like, ‘I believe in God. If you want to 
follow in my footsteps, then I’m not going to force you. I’m just going to lead through my example.’ That’s something that 
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everybody can respect. When he brings that to the attention of any other players, it’s just like, ‘Hey, you have to respect him and 
do what he says.’” 
 
On if Tebow not pushing his religion onto people surprised him 
“It was surprising. That’s just the kind of guy he is. He is a very humble person, and he doesn’t force anything on anybody. He’s 
just that guy. He loves God, and he loves the game of football. Whenever that comes off on to anybody on the team, we believe 
in him. We’re backing him 100 percent.” 
 
On the winning streak 
“Like I told you, everybody needs luck, but everybody also needs God, too. I pray to God, and sometimes things work out. Who 
knows what it is? Maybe the big eye in the sky is watching us. Tim, he’s a true believer in the bible speaks words, so we have to 
believe in it.” 
 
On when the team started thinking about playoffs 
“I would say as far as the defense when we went down to Miami, a couple of us went out to eat, and it was another one of those 
road trips where we had to be around everybody. As a defensive team, we started believing in each other, and we could tell 
some of the offensive guys were hanging out with us, and we would all exchange stories about how they feel about the offense 
and we feel about the defense. It was like, ‘Wow, we have a lot of the same similarities.’ I think that Miami game, we kind of 
brought us closer.” 
 
On playoffs 
“We have that playoff mentality: we win, we keep playing; we lose, we go home. That’s the mentality that we have. We’re trying 
to get to the week coming up and get a chance to play and get a chance to compete. We feel if the game is within reach, we’re 
going to go out there and win that thing.” 
 
On his thoughts when K Matt Prater approaches a long field goal 
“I sit back and say, ‘Prater is the man.’ He’s the man. Prater, he’s been doing it for a year since I’ve been here, and he has that 
confidence in himself. I think he hit a 70-yarder in pregame, so that’s amazing. Prater, he does a lot of good things for us, and I 
definitely believe in him. I think he’s finally believing in himself that his teammates have that confidence in him.” 
 
On getting within Prater’s range 
“We kind of have this joke, me and Prater, we always joke about who is the best kicker in the league. When we face a certain 
kicker that gets all these accolades, I look at Prater and he’s like, ‘Yeah, I’m better than that guy.’ And I’m like, ‘I know you are, 
Cap.’ It’s just that comradery-ship that we have. I think Prater has that relationship with a lot of guys. Like I said, everybody 
believes in him.” 
 
On having a relationship similar to a college team 
“I could definitely say that. When I first got here in the league, people used to ask me what was the difference in the locker 
room, and I’d just be like, ‘really guys don’t really hang out besides certain position players and maybe a couple other guys.’ I can 
definitely say I could go over to somebody’s house on the offense, even guys on the defense, and just hang out. That’s the kind 
of relationship I had in college, and that’s the kind of relationship we have this year.” 
 
On if Tebow is a big part of the team bonding so well 
“It’s just being around everybody and just having a good feeling. Everybody is genuine. I think when you can come to work and 
enjoy what you do, that always spreads around.” 
 
On why the team bonds better now 
“I think somewhere it hit us that football is important, and in order for us to win and be successful, we have to start in the locker 
room and build those relationships. Sometimes you have to tear down walls that are there. If you usually don’t speak to this guy, 
sometimes if you want to win and it comes to the situations where you are going to have to depend on that guy, you have to be 
able to depend on him throughout the week.” 
 
On learning from previous seasons 
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“Just fighting. At the end of the day, don’t give up, and just go out there and continue to believe. That’s something that we have 
this year. We believe in each other. Our coaches believe in us, and we believe in the game plan.” 
 
On the team’s feeling this year 
“It’s just something different this year. We trust in everybody and we believe in everybody.” 
 
On Tebow being the starter 
“It’s the NFL. I have no say so what goes on in the personnel department, but one thing is, at the end of the day, nobody can take 
away his wins. That’s something he’s been doing. He’s been winning. He finds away. Some people say, ‘well this group of people 
should get the credit.’ But it’s a team game, and we all look at it that way. Nobody deserves a certain amount of credit, and when 
somebody does get credit, we never hate.” 
 
On his opinion of Tebow starting in the future 
“I’d just like to see a team. If he’s here, there is going to be a team. He’s a competitor. He loves us, and we love him.” 
 
On the team’s confidence 
“Looking at that game, we did some bad things. That’s the mentality we have. We don’t even remember the good plays. We 
remember the bad plays and the plays that we have to do to continue to be successful in high competition.” 
 
On RB Marion Barber stepping out of bounds 
“I definitely was. As a veteran player, it was something that I wouldn’t have expected for him to do, but, hey, sometimes you 
need that luck. That was a good play on our part by getting him out of bounds.” 
 
On playing more on defense than special teams this season 
“I didn’t know coming in that my coaching staff was going to believe in me, but I knew my players and my teammates knew that I 
could play. I just got an opportunity. I’m not a cry baby or anything if I don’t get on the field, but it’s my job whenever I’m on the 
field to do my job and make sure my teammates aren’t let down.” 
 
On playing time 
“It’s always tough. I’m a competitor, and I always compete to win and compete to be the best. If I’m not out there, I’m still 
rooting on my teammates to do well. I never want to see someone not be successful. I’m always backing them, and they are 
always backing me when I’m out there.”  
 
On his forced fumble 
“Actually when I saw him break, I was like, I know I’m not going to be able to make a hit or tackle, so I just dove out and put my 
hand on the ball and it came up.” 
 
On his foundation’s event tonight 
“It’s my second annual toy drive. It will be from 6-10 (p.m.) down at the Denver Aquarium. It is 25 dollars with a toy and 50 
dollars without a toy. Giving back to the kids in the community is something I just love doing, and I just love being around the 
Denver community.”  


