
Woody Paige: "God's plan" has Broncos on a 

roll 
Tebow becoming the Bard of comebacks 

By Woody Paige 

The Denver Post  

December 12, 2011 

Unbelievabow and Timplausible. 

He did it one more time. 

They did for the seventh time in eight games and the third time in overtime this 
season. 

"It's not Tebow Time. It's Broncos time," Tim Tebow, the Broncos' wunderkind 

quarterback, said Sunday evening. 

"Let every man be the master of his time," William Shakespeare said in another 
time. 

This time the Broncos began their comeback with 4:34 remaining in the fourth 

quarter and finished their flourish 6:26 into the extra period. 

Duh, Bears. 

When he was a kid dreaming of playing quarterback in the NFL, "I never read 
anything or saw anything quite like this," Tebow told me in the hallway outside the 

locker room. "It's pretty special. . . . I think God has a plan for me."  

Good Lord! 

Broncos coach John Fox entered the interview room after his team's latest 
miraculous victory and said, "First, want to thank the good Lord." 

He also thanked the players. 

The Broncos' streak of comebacks and overcomes "is unique," he said. Oh, really. 

Time after time, the Broncos and Tebow have played the first three quarters like 

creepy crawlers, then, in the fourth quarter, responded like the Spartans at the 
Battle of Thermopylae. 
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And they get serious help from their opponent. 

"I can't explain it," running back Lance Ball said, "but somebody is on our side." 

If it's not an onside kick recovery, it's an interception. If it's not a pick-six, it's a 

missed field goal. If it's not a kicker with a nervous bladder and a shaky foot, it's a 
running back for the Bears — Marion Barber — who runs out of bounds and stops 
the clock for the Broncos late in the fourth quarter, and, in the overtime, is 

breaking free for a first down and a possible touchdown, but is forced to fumble. 

If it's not divine intervention, it's opposition assistance. 

It's Matt Prater kicking winning field goals; it's Wesley Woodyard causing a fumble 
and Elvis Dumervil recovering the ball; it's Demaryius Thomas making a touchdown 

catch and the offensive line making ferocious blocks, and it's Timmy making the 
Tebow Thing happen. 

He has become the first quarterback in NFL history with six fourth-quarter 

comebacks in his first 11 starts, and only the second quarterback with four 
consecutive fourth-quarter victories. The other was Peyton Manning in 2009. 

Some silly fools still think Tebow can't play, but the Broncos' quarterback of next 
year and the future already is playing the position for them. 

Sure, he had a quarterback rating at one point Sunday to match the executive vice 
president's retired number — 7. But Tebow's quarterback rating in the fourth 
quarter was superior to the other team's quarterback in every game he has started 

this season. 

Just win, Timmy. 

About 70,000 stayed at the stadium until the end — when will the rest learn? — 
and millions more watched in disbelief again on national TV. If you want to hear 

and see how Tebow did, he was wired with a microphone for the game by the NFL 
Network, which will offer a replay with his sounds and actions this week. 

For the first three quarters, as usual, Tebow was wild. He completed 3-of-16 passes 

for only 45 miserable yards and his second interception of the season, but he was 
18-of-24 in the final quarter and overtime for 191 yards and a touchdown. "I guess 
I should get out to the stadium earlier and start practicing," he said.  

Thomas and Eric Decker should join him. They had dropped a couple of passes each 

earlier in the game and had a combined total of 12 yards. They wound up with 10 
catches for 111 yards. 

The Broncos turn on the switch late, and the losers go away blaming themselves 

and refusing to give credit to Fox, Tebow, the defense or Prater. 
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The Broncos scored a touchdown and two field goals on their final three 
possessions, after being shut out for almost 57 minutes. 

Stop me if you've heard it before. 

"I think we are rewriting the book on 'Keep fighting.' Our guys never blink," Fox 
said. "They believe." 

Tebow reiterated. "We believe, and we believe in each other." 

And most of the Broncos, not just a quarterback and a strong safety and a punter 

and a running back and a head coach, believe in a power beyond the stadium. 

The Broncos, with an 8-5 record, are first in the AFC West. Nonbelievers, beware. 

Next at the stadium will be the best AFC team the Broncos confront all season. The 
Patriots have won five of their past seven games since a bye. The Broncos have 
won six of their past seven since a bye. 

The Broncos' time has come. 

  



Kiszla: Tim Tebow has the Broncos believing 

they can't lose 
 

By Mark Kiszla 

The Denver Post  

December 12, 2011 

The magic of Tim Tebow is bigger than football and grows larger with each late-

game miracle by the Broncos. Logic fails to explain this no-way- in-heaven, 
overtime victory against Chicago, unless you consider: Denver played as if victory 

were preordained. 

"I believe in a big God and special things can happen," Tebow said Sunday, after 
the Broncos defeated the Bears 13-10, only because the Broncos believed they 

couldn't lose. 

How deeply do the Broncos believe? 

Well, here's a story certain to cause churchgoers to thump a Bible with a loud 
"Amen!" and skeptics to roll their eyes at the crazy thought of mixing religion with 
sports. 

"Tebow came to me and said, 'Don't worry about a thing,' because God has spoken 
to him," linebacker Wesley Woodyard told me in a quiet corner of the Denver locker 
room.  

With his right hand, Woodyard desperately reached out and ripped the football from 

the grip of Chicago's Marion Barber just as it appeared he was going to bust a big 
run to put the Bears squarely in scoring position during the opening minutes of 

overtime. 

The fumble luckily fell into the possession of defensive end Elvis Dumervil, and the 
Broncos promptly marched downfield to a game-winning, 51-yard field goal by Matt 

Prater that rocked Denver with a soul-shaking thunder not heard since the local 
baseball team rode Rocktober to a World Series berth in 2007. 

"Don't flipping ask me how this is happening," Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey 
said, "because you know I don't have the answer." 

If you ask Woodyard, these strange bounces are more than a curious roll of random 

good fortune, but rather a thread running through a stretch of eight games during 
which Denver has won seven times, each victory more preposterous than the last. 
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On the evening of Nov. 17, as the Broncos prepared to take the field for warm-ups 
against the New York Jets, Woodyard looked up from his locker and saw Tebow 

walking directly toward him with a purpose. 

"Kinda weird," Woodyard thought at the time, because a quarterback seldom hangs 
in the end of the room where defenders dress. Tebow, however, wanted to share a 

secret and the gospel of strength. 

"I gave him a big hug and told him thank you," Woodyard said. "God speaks to 
people to reach other people." 

The Broncos saw themselves in the playoffs when nobody else in the NFL could 

imagine it. 

"It's not necessarily prophesying," Tebow said. "But sometimes you can feel God 
has a big plan." 

What if football wasn't unscripted drama but a movie directed from heaven? Got to 

admit, I don't buy it. But some Broncos do. 

"For all the Tebow haters: You better start believing," Woodyard said. 

Denver has gone from worst to first in the AFC West since Tebow was installed as 
starting quarterback. Super Bowl or bust. How does this story end? 

"That depends on who's writing it," Tebow said. 

Tebow is devoutly religious, but wears his faith with good humor. So I confessed: 

When Tebow had completed only 3-of-16 passes for 45 crummy yards at halftime, 
some wise guy in the press box asked aloud if perhaps God had many other tasks 

to tend to before pulling up a chair to watch the NFL. 

"That's a good one. That's funny," Tebow said as he walked down a long hallway in 
the stadium, leaving the cameras and microphones far behind him for the evening. 

Trailing Chicago by 10 points on the scoreboard with 2 minutes, 15 seconds 
remaining in the fourth quarter, the Broncos found a way to make yet another 

storybook comeback in a fashion requiring almost as much suspension of disbelief 
as any fairy tale. 

"Story tale," said Denver receiver Eric Decker, needing to coin a word for the 

football miracles performed by his teammates. 

We stand up, collect our jaws from the ground and cheer. We pray this story tale 
never ends. We also are left to wonder: 

Maybe what you believe is not as important as believing it with all your heart. 
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Krieger: With Tim Tebow, is there ever any 

doubt in Broncos? 
 

By Dave Krieger 

The Denver Post  

December 12, 2011 

Was there ever any doubt? 

Dead in the water, scoreless through three and a half quarters, the Broncos trailed 

the Bears 10-0. 

Or, in the immortal words of former offensive lineman Keith Bishop, they had them 
right where they wanted them. 

Sure, Tim Tebow drove them down the field for a touchdown with 2:08 remaining in 

the game. 

Sure, Bears running back Marion Barber unaccountably ran out of bounds to stop 
the clock on the ensuing Bears possession, leaving Tebow just enough time to drive 

for the game-tying field goal with 3 seconds showing. 

Sure, Barber fumbled the ball in overtime just as the Bears had arrived in range for 
a game-winning field goal. 

And sure, Tebow responded by moving the Broncos into position for Matt Prater to 

dial long distance one more time. 

Another fourth quarter comeback. Another overtime win, their third in eight games. 
First place, all alone. 

With due respect to the Cleveland Browns of another era and to John Fox's Cardiac 

Cats of Carolina, each generation needs its own stories, and frankly, this stretch 
trumps those. The young Broncos are the Cardiac Kids of the 21st Century. 

"I'm starting to grow some gray hairs," said veteran Champ Bailey. "Stressing me 

out." 

If you have heart trouble, Mile High might not be the place for you. 

"I think we're rewriting the book on 'keep fighting,'" Fox told KOA afterward. "They 
never wavered. They don't blink." 

Not that it matters, but check out Tebow's passing numbers: 
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First three quarters: 3-of-16 for 45 yards, an interception and a passer rating of 
13.5. 

"It looked pretty bleak there for a while," Tebow said with typical understatement. 

Fourth quarter and overtime: 18-of-24 for 191 yards and a touchdown. 

"We kept believing," Tebow said. "I feel like I'm saying similar things every week, 
but we're just believing and fighting to the very end." 

Amid the euphoria, let's not ignore Tebow's increasing reliance not on his legs but 

on his arm. This win, like last week's in Minnesota, was built on his developing 
passing game. As pathetic as it was for three quarters, that's how good it was at 
the end. 

Forget the comebacks, this team is achieving something even more difficult. It is 

rewriting football's clichés. 

"Like they say, it's four quarters," Bailey said. "Or five, in our case. It's a 60-minute 
game. Or (75) if you want to count overtime." 

It is tempting to lay it all — the futility and the magic — at Tebow's feet, but it's as 

if the entire team waits until the very last minute to start playing. Tebow wasn't 
sharp early, but neither were his receivers. Eric Decker and Demaryius Thomas 

both dropped catchable balls in the first three quarters, including a bomb to a wide-
open Thomas that would have been a touchdown much earlier. 

But no. They just can't seem to do it that way. Seriously, if they made this into a 
movie - and I'm guessing it's already in the works - you'd think they were 

manipulating the audience. This is how it happens in Hollywood, not the NFL. 

There will be those who say it can't last, that you can't play as badly as the Broncos 
did for three and a half quarters and not pay the price eventually. 

But that's a little like looking at a snapshot of a surfer riding an enormous wave and 

declaring that gravity is bound to take him down. 

The Broncos have something going here that defies rational explanation. They are 
riding a wave that shows no sign of crashing. 

There is no disputing Tebow's clutch gene, but the utter haplessness of the offense 

leading up to these comebacks is truly inscrutable. 

"We get into a little bit more hurry-up mode," Fox said. "We get into a little bit 
more uptempo, and he's got a great ability to make things happen. I think that's 

the best part of his game." 
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So, no, down 10 midway through the fourth quarter, the full house at Mile High 
wasn't going anywhere. Once more, their faith was rewarded. 

  



Dusty Saunders: Networks jostle for Tebow 

sweepstakes 
 

By Dusty Saunders 

The Denver Post  

December 12, 2011 

 

Fox analyst Daryl Johnston summed up the Broncos' overtime win with one word. 

"Unbelievable!" 

And, as Broncos Nation (and Tebow Nation) rejoiced over another overtime victory, 

I thought about Sean McManus, CBS Sports president, who probably watched in 
New York with his NFL sports crew. 

Did McManus jump up and down or simply raise his fist in victory? Maybe he even 

yelled, "Unbelievable!" 

The Broncos' stunning victory was also a victory for CBS Sports, which covers the 
AFC. 

The network lobbied hard behind the scenes to keep next Sunday's Broncos- 

Patriots clash as a late game in its Sunday doubleheader after NBC made a strong 
pitch to broadcast the contest as part of its Sunday night "flex" schedule. This 
upcoming CBS broadcast, with Jim Nantz and Phil Simms, will be seen by 70 

percent of the country, with the remaining 30 percent destined to see Cleveland vs. 
Arizona (lucky viewers). 

If NBC had been given the game, CBS (KCNC-4 locally) would have missed four of 

five weeks of the Tebowmania ratings drive, dating to Nov. 17 when the Broncos 
beat the Jets in a widely watched national Thursday night contest on cable's NFL 
Network. 

CBS covered the Broncos' win over the Chargers on Nov. 27, but Fox took over on 
Dec. 4 (vs. Minnesota) and Sunday. 

Now CBS will cover Tebowmania the last three games of the season — vs. New 
England, at Buffalo and vs. Kansas City — an unexpected holiday broadcasting gift. 

Locally, Broncos audience ratings, climbing weekly, are beginning to rival those of 

the Super Bowl-John Elway figures of the late 1990s, when Sunday games would 
register in the high-60s in audience shares. 

The Broncos-Chargers game (Nov. 27) on KCNC-4 showed a 34.4 rating and a 63 

share, and the Dec. 4 contest on KDVR-31 against the Vikings produced a 33.4 
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rating and a 62 share. (A rating is a percentage of the more than 1.5 million TV 
homes in the Denver area. A share is a percentage of those homes watching 

television and tuned into a particular program.) 

And I would bet an old Elway jersey that KDVR-31's Sunday audience will be the 
largest of the season locally. Nationally, the game was carried by 42 percent of Fox 

affiliates.  

Ratings for the nine games aired this season on KCNC-4 are considerably higher 
than 2010. 

A key figure: The 25-54 male demographic, considered the key audience barometer 

in sports ratings, is up 21 percent over last season. 

While Johnston and Kenny Albert offered cohesive coverage Sunday, they, like TV 
types during previous games, were not ready for Tebow's late magic. They agreed, 

at the start of the fourth quarter, that the 10-0 deficit could be too much for the 
Broncos to overcome, considering the tough Bears defense. 

Talk, talk talk.  

Ever hear of a national Fox radio sports-talk trio called "The Loose Cannons"? Pat 
O'Brien, Steve Hartman and Vic Jacobs will be featured weekdays (1-5 p.m.) on 

1600 AM, beginning Jan. 2. 

The station's national lineup also will highlight two familiar talents — Dan Patrick 
(7-10 a.m.) and Jim Rome (10 a.m.-1 p.m.) — the latter moving over from 104.3 

FM The Fan. Weeknight and weekend programming will feature a variety of talent 
from Fox and Yahoo Sports. 

Colin Cowherd, now heard 9 a.m.- noon on 1600 AM, will shift to 102.3 FM The 

Ticket in the same time period, following "Mike and Mike in the Morning," currently 
on 104.3 The Fan. The Jan. 2 changes are part of a huge talent shuffle on the 
Denver sports talk scene.  

Mile High Sports Radio, Denver's third sports-talk outlet, hasn't announced major 
changes. But never forget Denver radio's revolving door is always ready for a quick 
spin.  

Longtime Denver journalist Dusty Saunders writes about sports media each Monday 

in The Denver Post. Reach him at tvtime@comcast.net.  

ESPN takes over Bowl party 

Remember the B.C. era (before cable) when ABC, CBS and NBC provided coverage 
of major bowl games? The Rose, Sugar, Orange and Cotton were scheduled around 
New Year's Day. 
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As college football fans are well aware, the list of bowl games has had a rabbit-
hutch-style of growth in recent years, meaning you can watch 35 games this bowl 

season, beginning Saturday with the New Mexico Bowl and the Famous Idaho 
Potato Bowl, both on ESPN.  

In fact, ESPN has become The Bowl Network — 31 games, including the Jan. 9 BCS 

battle between LSU and Alabama in the New Orleans Superdome. Only four bowl 
games will be aired on regular networks. And the two on ABC, the Liberty Bowl and 

Outback Bowl, will be produced by ESPN. CBS has the Sun Bowl, and Fox will air 
the Cotton Bowl. 

  



Klis: Prater the master of the walkoff boomer 
The Broncos kicker is cool under pressure, boots his third straight game-

winner. 

By Mike Klis 

The Denver Post  

December 11, 2011 

It's been well established that Matt Prater has a powerful leg. 

It's also become evident in recent weeks that when it comes to hitting the walkoff 

boomer, Prater is the Kirk Gibson of the NFL. 

But as the Broncos' offense is purposely stalling to put Prater in position for his 
field-goal attempt, isn't it a tad ridiculous that they're playing for the field goal of 

50-yards plus, as if it's a gimme from that range? 

"I saw that they started running the ball for like 1 yard to set up the 51- yarder," 
Prater said. "I was like, OK. But I guess it shows they have confidence in me." 

John Fox believes in Prater. That'll happen when a kicker nails two late-game tying 

kicks in a row and three consecutive game-winning walkoff field goals.  

Game 11 at San Diego, the Broncos are down 13-7 late in the third quarter. Prater 
makes field goals of 41 yards with 33 seconds left in the third, a 24-yarder with 
1:33 left in the fourth to tie it, and a 37-yarder in overtime to win it. 

Game 12 at Minnesota. Prater kicks a 46-yard field goal with 1:33 left in the fourth 
quarter to tie it 32-32, then a 23-yarder as time expires to win it. 

Game 13 Sunday against the Chicago Bears at Sports Authority Field at Mile High. 
The Broncos are down 10-7 with 23 seconds left, and the ball is at the Bears' 41. 

Two incompletions and a Tim Tebow rush for no gain leaves the Broncos with eight 
seconds and the ball still at the 41. 

Out comes Prater. Do or die from 59. He not only made it, the ball traveled through 

at least halfway up on the goalposts. 

In overtime, the Broncos have the ball at the Bears' 34, third down. The Broncos 
call for a conservative Tebow run. A 1-yard gain. Prater comes on for the 51-

yarder. He may have made it by about 25 yards, he booted it so high through the 
goalposts. 

"You can't say enough about Prater and how clutch he is," Tebow said. "And how 
much he means to our team." 
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Nothing says a kicker belongs like the stamp of approval from Mr. Clutch himself, 
Tim Tebow. In his career, Prater is an incredible 28-of-29 on field-goal attempts in 

the fourth quarter and overtime. 

"It's fun, but it's stressful," Prater said of his late-game heroics. "I'm looking 
forward to winning some games with me not having to do too much." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Broncos, Tim Tebow rally late, again, to beat 

Chicago Bears 13-10 in OT 

  
By Mike Klis 

The Denver Post  

December 11, 2011 

Class is dismissed, Chicago. 

Now you know what they already knew in Miami and New York. The people there 
learned their lesson just as they did in Oakland, San Diego and Minnesota. 

And now the people of Chicago know. 

There is no antidote for, no potion against Tebow Magic. 

Against the Chicago Bears, the Broncos were goners. They were shut out for almost 
58 minutes. They were down two scores as the two-minute warning approached. 

Yet, the Broncos beat the Bears anyway, 13-10, in overtime Sunday, behind Tebow. 

The victory moved the Broncos to an improbable position of sole possession of the 
AFC West lead with an 8-5 record. 

"I don't want to give him all the credit," Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey said of 
Tebow. "But at the same time, he comes through at crunch time every week. Every 

single week it's like, 'You've got to be kidding me.' It gets to the point where you 
say, 'What the frickin' is happening here?' " 

That's what Chicago needs to know. After his team blew a 10-0 lead with less than 

three minutes remaining, Bears star middle linebacker Brian Urlacher was asked 
about Tebow. 

"He's a good running back, man," Urlacher said. "He runs the ball well." 

By calling Tebow a running back, it would follow that Urlacher was taking a hardly 

veiled shot at Tebow's ability to play quarterback. In the fourth quarter and 
overtime, Tebow completed 18-of-24 passes for 191 yards and a touchdown. For 
the second time this season, his team had zero points and was down two scores 

with less than three minutes remaining. And for the second time this season, he 
overcame those seemingly impossible predicaments to lead his team to victory — 

18-15 at Miami and Sunday at Sports Authority Field at Mile High against sore loser 
Urlacher. 
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Tebow took over a team that was 4-12 last year, 1-4 this season, and has since led 
them to a 7-1 record. He is on the brink of leading the Broncos to their first playoff 

appearance in six years. And he still can't get any respect.  

"There's no one else I'd rather have the ball in his hands when it counts," Broncos 
linebacker Von Miller said. 

Tebow is not just clutch. He's uncanny. It's eerie how each game seems to fall his 

way. Bears running back Marion Barber, who otherwise had a splendid game while 
rushing for 108 yards and a touchdown, had a brain cramp late in regulation when 

he ran out of bounds to stop the clock. The Broncos had just scored on a 
touchdown pass from Tebow to Demaryius Thomas to move within 10-7. Barber's 
blunder led to Denver getting the ball back with 56 seconds of Tebow Time left. 

"I don't think it's Tebow Time," Tebow said. "I just think it's Bronco Time, and the 

team steps up."  

Well, that's true. Matt Prater was a hero for kicking a 59-yard field goal with three 
seconds left in regulation to tie it, 10-10, then converted from 51 yards in overtime 

to win it. 

Linebacker Wesley Woodyard was a hero for forcing Barber to fumble as the Bears 
back was approaching the Broncos' 30-yard line and certain field-goal range for 

Robbie Gould in overtime. Barber was a goat not only for his overtime fumble, but 
running out of bounds on the first play after the two-minute warning. 

"I might have thanked the Lord when he did that," Tebow said to roaring laughter 

in his postgame news conference. "That was obviously something where you 
shouldn't do that. That kept us in it. We probably would Mike Klis tackles readers' 
questions about the Denver Broncos and NFL. 

have had 10 seconds if he stays in bounds? But it's just special. We believe 

unbelievable things are possible."  

With less than three minutes remaining, the Broncos were down 10-0. A scrambling 

Tebow hit Thomas for a 10-yard touchdown with 2:08 remaining. The Bears 
recovered the onside kick, but a three-and-out and Barber running out of bounds 

gave the Broncos a chance. 

Tebow hit Matt Willis for a 19-yard gain that gave the Broncos the ball at the Bears' 
41 with 30 seconds left. 

With a mere 8 seconds left, the Broncos had gone no farther and were left with no 
choice but to let Prater try a 59-yard field goal. Earlier in the game, a 28-yard field-

goal attempt by Prater was blocked. 
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This time, Prater hammered through the 59-yarder about halfway up the goalposts. 
Tied game. 

In overtime, the Bears were moving. The Broncos' defense, playing most of the 

game without the injured Brian Dawkins and Andre Goodman, seemed exhausted. 
As Barber moved inside the Broncos' 35, Woodyard got his hand on the ball and 

yanked. 

Fumble. Elvis Dumervil recovered for the Broncos. 

Thomas, now in a groove, made two catches for 10 and 16 yards. The Broncos' 
drive stalled, but not until Prater was within range. His 51-yard field-goal attempt 

was true. The Broncos had won their sixth in a row. 

"There's something special going on with Tebow," Broncos defensive tackle Brodrick 
Bunkley said. "He's just got this incredible fire inside him. You can't coach that fire 

into a guy. He was born with it. And it affects everyone on the sideline. We just 
follow his lead." 

Tebow had a 9.5 passer rating at halftime when the score was 0-0. He was 3-of-16 
passing after three quarters. This presumably is what moved Scrooge Urlacher to 

call Tebow a fine running back. 

And Tebow rushed for 49 yards. But it has been since Tebow started playing 
quarterback that the Broncos have won by scores of 18-15 in overtime, 17-10, 17-

13, 16-13 in overtime and now 13-10 in overtime. And they've also won 38-24 and 
35-32 too, Mr. Urlacher. 

Already, Tebow has five fourth-quarter comeback victories in his eight starts this 

year, six in his 11-start career. 

Any time is Tebow Time. No one should have to tell the people of Chicago. Learn it, 
Brian Urlacher. 

Pass/Fail 

Offense  

Few style points to go with plenty of fourth-quarter substance as the Broncos went 
on to their third overtime victory of the season — Tim Tebow threw for 191 of his 

236 passing yards in the fourth quarter and overtime. 

Defense 

Allowed only 245 yards, had four sacks and had one enormous fumble forced by 
linebacker Wesley Woodyard in overtime to put Tebow and crew in the position for 

heroics. 
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Special teams 

Despite allowing a field goal to be blocked, their biggest job was to keep Bears 
returner Devin Hester from tipping this game. Hester got loose just once, and Matt 

Prater kicked long field goals late in the fourth quarter and in overtime. 

Coaching 

The move to a no-huddle look on offense late in the game kick-started Tebow and 
the receivers, and the defense continues to make life difficult for opposing 

quarterbacks. 

Game balls 

QB Tim Tebow — Just another comeback victory in a growing pile that left more 
than few Bears coaches and players shaking their heads afterward. 

LB Wesley Woodyard — D.J. Williams forced a fumble in Miami to put Tebow in 

position for his first comeback victory of the year; Woodyard's forced fumble did it 
Sunday. 

K Matt Prater — Sure, one field-goal attempt was blocked, but he also hit a 59-

yarder to tie the game with three seconds left in regulation to go with a 51-yarder 
for the victory in overtime. 

A later Gator 

The Chicago Bears' defense forced Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow into his worst 
game of the season Sunday — through three quarters. But once more, Tebow 

rallied late for his best fourth quarter of the year. 

Tebow Cmp Att Yds INT TD  

First 3 7 45 1 0  
Second 0 6 0 0 0  

Third 0 3 0 0 0  
Fourth 15 20 163 0 1  

OT 3 4 28 0 0  
Totals 21 40 236 1 1  

  



Broncos played the full 60 minutes; Bears 

didn't 
 

By Jeff Legwold  

The Denver Post  

December 12, 2011 

Folks took the time to paint it into the grass inside the Broncos' stadium, but it 

seems only the Broncos took the time to read it Sunday, to take it to heart. 

"Play 60" may be the NFL's campaign to promote youth physical fitness, but it has 
done wonders for the Broncos' football health as well. The Broncos' offense, stifled 

most of the day, finally got going late, playing to the 60th minute, and a little more, 
in their 13-10 overtime victory over the Bears. 

The Bears? Not so much. 

They saw their defensive game plan Tebowed, just like most of the others that 

came before them. The Detroit Lions have been the only team this season to put 
the heat on quarterback Tim Tebow and keep it there until the game was 

won.Tebow is now 7-1 as a starter, with the Bears the latest in a long list of 
opponents left shaking their heads and grumbling about their misfortune. 

"We have to finish better," said Bears defensive end Julius Peppers. "That's pretty 
much it. It wasn't anything special that (Tebow) did." 

"Chicago's a great defense," said Broncos wide receiver Eric Decker. "You've got to 
prepare for what they did. To battle through and finally pick them apart a little bit 
. . . was big." 

For well over three quarters, the Bears covered all the gaps, played with discipline 

and speed, didn't let the Broncos run the ball, and had Tebow on a merry-go-round 
of incompletions and stalled drives. Then they joined the growing list of defenses 

that chose to play the percentages against a player who has defied conventional 
wisdom. The Dolphins did, the Chargers did it — twice — and now the Bears have 
done it as well, dropping into soft pass coverage and allowing Tebow to complete 

passes and gain confidence in the waning minutes. 

With the game on the line, the Bears gave Tebow room to work, so Tebow went to 
work, throwing for 191 of his 236 passing yards in the fourth quarter and overtime. 

"We just didn't finish," Bears linebacker Brian Urlacher said. "We got in our cover-2 

(zone defense) at the end, and they kind of went down the field and scored on us."  

What went right 
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The Broncos moved to a no-huddle, three-wide-receiver look when they fell behind 
10-0 in the fourth quarter to answer the Bears, who went with what they know best 

— their signature two-deep zone, with both safeties deep. The Bears did it, in part, 
because a no-huddle doesn't allow a defense to substitute. After attacking the line 

of scrimmage all day, the Bears fell back into a protective mode, figuring the 
Broncos wouldn't have enough time to score twice. 

"I think when we went no-huddle, most people kind of have their signature 

defense; cover-2 is theirs," Broncos head coach John Fox said. 

As a result, Tebow worked the available short and intermediate routes. 

And, a Bears defense that had forced the issue much of the day, got back on its 
heels. 

What went wrong 

Fox said it best, "We didn't play well." 

The offense didn't play well most of the day. Tebow tossed an interception, he lost 

a fumble, was sacked five times and was 3-for-16 passing when the third quarter 
ended. Up to that point, the receivers had dropped more passes than they had 
caught. 

Another amazing comeback washed away all that poor play, but if the Broncos keep 
their momentum into a playoff game, they likely won't have the luxury of facing a 
team without its starting quarterback and top running back. It's all smiles now, but 

that bill will come due at some point if the Broncos can't smooth out their erratic 
play. 

Up next 

There is a slam-dunk chance 13 points will not get it done this coming Sunday for 

the Broncos. Or 17 points, or maybe even 24. The Broncos have scored 18 or fewer 
points in six of Tebow's eight starts this season. The New England Patriots (10-3) 

have scored at least 30 points 10 times this season. 

The Patriots haven't been held to fewer than 31 points since the first week of 
November and only three times all season. 

On the rebound 

The Broncos posted their seventh victory of the season when they were tied or 
losing at the half. A look: 

Halftime score Final  

Dolphins 6, Broncos 0 W, 18-15*  
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Raiders 17, Broncos 7 W, 38-24  
Chiefs 14, Broncos 10 W, 17-10  

Jets 3, Broncos 3 W, 17-13  
Chargers 10, Broncos 7 W, 16-13 

Vikings 15, Broncos 7 W, 35-32  
Bears 0, Broncos 0 W, 13-10* *—Overtime  

  



Broncos credit Barber's error for comeback 

win 
 

By Jeff Legwold and Lindsay H. Jones 

The Denver Post  

December 12, 2011 

The Broncos were quick to say Marion Barber's mistake was their gain Sunday in 

their 13-10 overtime victory at Sports Authority Field at Mile High. 

With the Bears trying to protect a 10-7 lead with only two minutes left in regulation 
on the Chicago 49-yard line, Barber took a handoff and headed left for 5 yards, but 

he inexplicably ran out of bounds as the Broncos gave chase. 

The play stopped the clock, and Barber was stuffed for 1 yard on the next play, 
forcing the Bears to punt. The extra time was all the Broncos needed, as they got 

the ball back with 56 seconds to play and kicked the game-tying field goal with 
eight seconds to play. 

"I said, 'Oh, my goodness,' " Broncos rookie safety Quinton Carter said. "Just in the 
speed of the game, he just kind of jumped out of bounds. I don't think he was 

thinking about it. He saved the game for us."  

"That's four, five extra plays we could have," Broncos wide receiver Eric Decker 
said. 

"We probably would have had 10 seconds (left) if he would have stayed inbounds," 

Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow said. 

Making the play.  

Broncos linebacker Wesley Woodyard turned Barber's day from bad to worse. With 
the Bears moving into field-goal range in overtime, Woodyard pulled the ball free 

from Barber. 

Broncos defensive end Elvis Dumervil recovered the fumble, and the Broncos won 
the game nine plays later. 

"Somehow I just had to make a play," Woodyard said. "My teammates believe in 

me, and I believe in myself. (Barber) kind of stretched out a little bit farther, and I 
saw the ball and I kind of just reached out for it." 

Checking Hester.  
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Britton Colquitt strayed from his normal punting style to use a rugby-type kick 
downfield to Chicago's stellar return man, Devin Hester. 

Hester responded by calling for a fair catch on each of Colquitt's first four punts. On 

the first kick Hester fielded, he returned it 26 yards after breaking several tackles. 

"A guy like that, it's just insane," Colquitt said. "He's a great player. But for the 
most part, I felt like I helped the team win." 

Hurry up.  

After using their final timeout with about five minutes remaining, the Broncos were 
unable to stop the clock on their final, frantic drives in the fourth quarter. The 
offense went into full hurry-up mode, something it has done rarely this season. 

"We're prepared for it. We're in good enough shape to do it," running back Lance 

Ball said. 

Ball and fellow running back Jeremiah Johnson combined for five catches on those 
two scoring drives. 

"They weren't really looking at us, so we told him, 'Hey, if I'm open, throw me the 

ball,' " Ball said. 

Tebow and Urlacher.  

Despite throwing for 236 yards, most of it in the fourth quarter and overtime, 
Tebow didn't appear to win over the Bears' defense. 

After the game, linebacker Brian Urlacher referred to Tebow as "a good running 

back." 

Tebow rushed 12 times for 49 yards, with a long run of 16 yards.  

"Coming from a really good player," Tebow said, "that means a lot." 

Injuries.  

It was a costly win in the secondary. Safety Brian Dawkins (neck), safety David 
Bruton (right Achilles/ankle) and cornerback Andre Goodman (concussion) left the 

game and did not return. 

Marcus Thomas (knee) also left the lineup, and fullback Spencer Larsen left with a 
hamstring injury. 

Dawkins has had neck troubles this season. Bruton left the stadium wearing a 

walking boot on his lower right leg. 
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Royal's return.  

Wide receiver Eddie Royal (concussion) said he was close to being able to play this 
week and plans to be in the lineup Sunday against New England. "You think I want 

to miss this?" he said. 

Record-setter.  

With two field goals of at least 50 yards Sunday — a 59-yarder with three seconds 
left in regulation to go with a 51-yard game-winner in overtime — Broncos kicker 

Matt Prater is now the most accurate kicker in league history from at least 50 
yards, hitting 12-of-16 from that range. 
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Broncos wide receivers struggle vs. Bears, 

but Tebow boosts them back 
 

By Lindsay H. Jones 

The Denver Post  

December 11, 2011 

After a third pass bounced off the hands of Demaryius Thomas and onto the grass, 

a cascade of boos echoed through Sports Authority Field at Mile High, loud enough 
that Thomas couldn't help but hear it. 

It was clear the fans had begun to give up hope in the Broncos' receiving corps, 

which through three quarters was suffering through a seriously horrible day. 
Catchable passes slipped through their fingertips, ricocheted off their hands and 

bounced off their chests as Denver fell behind 10-0 to the Chicago Bears.  

The Broncos' top three receivers — Thomas, Eric Decker and Matt Willis — had 
combined for only two catches for 35 yards in the game's first 45 minutes. 

"There were certain times in the game where I was very frustrated and 
disappointed," quarterback Tim Tebow said. "Obviously, I thought we had 

opportunities — we had opportunities for the lead — so it was disappointing we 
were down 10-0. But great things are only possible if you're under very tough 

circumstances."  

Despite his frustration, Tebow made sure to let his receivers know his angst wasn't 
directed at them. It was circumstances, not the players. 

Thomas, particularly disappointed with himself after a third-quarter drop on a deep 

pass right down the middle of the field, said it was Tebow who provided him with 
reassurance. 

Tebow's message to Thomas was clear: I'm going to give you another chance. 

"He didn't lose confidence in anybody," Thomas said. "I had three drops, but he 

kept throwing them my way." 

Indeed, Tebow hit Thomas for a 10-yard touchdown pass with just more than two 
minutes remaining to cut Chicago's lead to 10-7.  

The Bears' defense seemingly forgot to cover Thomas on the touchdown, losing 

track of the 6-foot-3, 229-pound receiver during a scramble play, much like the 
Vikings did a week ago in Thomas' breakout game. Thomas has three touchdown 
catches in the past two games. 
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Thomas then caught both of the passes Tebow threw to him in overtime, including 
a 16-yarder on the far sideline to help set up Matt Prater's 51-yard field goal. 

All three of Decker's catches came in the fourth quarter, and Willis had two key 

catches on the Broncos' two fourth-quarter scoring drives, both good for 19 yards. 

"They had confidence in us because we had made those plays before, in practice 
and in games," Decker said. "We really understood that if we wanted to win this 

game, we had to be a factor and a complementary piece to the running game."  

Decker first used the word "relief" to describe the feeling of making those late-
game catches. Moments later, he came up with a few others. 

"I'd say redemption is a good word," Decker said. "Resilient too. That's a word I'd 

use a lot about this team." 

The Broncos were playing without Eddie Royal, who was held out after suffering a 
concussion last week.  

Good when it counts 

Broncos wide receivers rallied from a sluggish start to help lead the team to its 
fourth consecutive fourth- quarter comeback: 

Receiver: Demaryius Thomas 

Quarters 1-3: 5 targets, 1 catch, 12 yards 

Fourth quarter and overtime: 8 targets, 6 catches, 66 yards, 1 touchdown 

Total: 13 targets, 7 catches, 78 yards, 1 touchdown 

Receiver: Eric Decker  

Quarters 1-3: 4 targets, 0 catches 

Fourth quarter and overtime: 3 targets, 3 catches, 33 yards 

Total: 7 targets, 3 catches, 33 yards 

Receiver: Matt Willis 

Quarters 1-3: 3 targets, 1 catch, 23 yards 

Fourth quarter and overtime: 5 targets, 3 catches, 52 yards 

Total: 8 targets, 4 catches, 75 yards 
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Brian Dawkins among injured in Broncos' 

victory over Chicago Bears 
 

By Jeff Legwold 

The Denver Post  

December 12, 2011 

Denver's 13-10 overtime victory over the Chicago Bears today was a costly to the 

defensive secondary. 

Safety Brian Dawkins (neck), safety David Bruton (right Achilles/ankle) and 
cornerback Andre' Goodman (concussion) all left the game and did not return. 

Marcus Thomas (knee) also left the lineup and fullback Spencer Larsen left with a 

hamstring injury. 

Dawkins has had neck troubles previously this season. Bruton left the stadium 
wearing a walking boot on his lower right leg. 

The Patriots come to Denver Sunday with the No. 3 scoring offense and the 

league's No. 2 passing offense. 
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Tim Tebow picks up late for Broncos vs. Bears 

after slow start 
 

By The Denver Post  

December 12, 2011 

The Chicago Bears defense forced Denver Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow into his 

worst game of the season Sunday — through three quarters. But, again, Tebow 
rallied late in the game. 

Not only did Tebow throw his first interception in six games, but he went nearly 

three quarters without a completion.  

Then the fourth quarter happened and Tebow broke loose. The Broncos went on to 
beat the Bears 13-10 in overtime. 

Tebow stat tracker 

 Tebow finished the first quarter 3-of-7 passing for 45 yards and one 

interception — to Chicago's Charles Tillman.  

 But he was 0-for-6 in the second quarter. And 0-for-3 in the third quarter.  

 Tebow started the fourth quarter throwing 3-for-6 for 37 yards. But he was 

sacked by Chicago's Craig Steltz, forcing a fumble that the Bears recovered.  

 Tebow rebounded late in the game, completing 9-of-14 passes for 85 yards in 

the middle of the fourth quarter. He lead Denver on a 7-play, 63-yard drive that 

ended in a TD pass to Demaryius Thomas.  

 Then, with less than two minutes remaining, Tebow led an 8-play drive that 

went 39 yards to set up Matt Prater's game-tying, 59-yard field goal with 8 seconds 

remaining. Tebow threw 3-of-6 on the drive for 39 yards.  

 Tebow finished the game throwing 21-of-40 for 236 yards.  

Chart it up 

The Chicago Bears defense forced Denver Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow into his 
worst game of the season Sunday - through three quarters. But, again, Tebow 

rallied late for his best fourth quarter of the year. 

Tebow Cmp Att Yds INT TD 
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First 3 7 45 1 0 

Second 0 6 0 0 0 

Third 0 3 0 0 0 

Fourth 15 20 163 0 1 

OT 3 4 28 0 0 

Totals 21 40 236 1 1 

  

Sayeth Tebow 

"It shows, if you believe, unbelievable things can happen. That was a great 
comeback for this team, led by the defense and the coaches. And a team that 
constantly believes." 

---Tebow, on the Broncos newest winning rally 

"It's kind of like a blur. I kind of don't remember everything that happened. I can't 
say enough about (Matt) Prater." 

---Tebow about the fourth quarter and overtime vs. Chicago 

"I might have thanked the Lord when he did that... That kept us in it. We probably 
would have had 10 seconds left if he would have stayed in." 
---Tebow on the fourth-quarter play when Marion Barber did not get out of bounds 

Receivers drop the ball, but rally 

Between Demaryius Thomas and Eric Decker, Denver's receivers dropped at least 
five catchable passes from Tebow, setting back the offense. 

But Decker caught a 9-yard pass on the game-tying drive. And Matt Willis caught a 

19-yard pass. 

 

 

 

 

 



Champ Bailey, Tim Tebow talk about believing 

in Broncos to win 
 

By The Denver Post  

December 11, 2011 

What players and coaches were saying after the Denver Broncos' 13-10 overtime 

victory over the Chicago Bears on Sunday, after which they took over the AFC West 
division lead: 

"It shows, if you believe, unbelievable things can happen. That was a great 

comeback for this team, led by the defense and the coaches. And a team that 
constantly believes." 
---Tim Tebow, on the Broncos newest winning rally 

"It's kind of like a blur. I kind of don't remember everything that happened. I can't 

say enough about (Matt) Prater." 
---Tebow about the fourth quarter and overtime vs. Chicago 

"It always amazes me. You never know what you're going to get with Tim. He 

always has the faith." 
---Demaryius Thomas, Broncos wide receiver 

"We have a lot of fighters in here. ... I'm just glad we're just on the winning side. 

... I do shake my head. It's like 'here we go again.' But we find a way." 
---Champ Bailey, Broncos veteran cornerback 

"I just tried to not screw it up as a coach, just let the players play." 

---John Fox, Broncos coach, on the game plan late vs. the Bears 

"It amazes me. When Prater kicked that field goal (in the fourth quarter), we had 
another chance to win this game. We could have balled up when they got in field 
goal range, but we didn't." 

---Von Miller, Broncos rookie linebacker, who tied a Broncos' rookie record with 
11 1/2 sacks this season. 

"I might have thanked the Lord when he did that... That kept us in it. We probably 

would have had 10 seconds left if he would have stayed in." 
---Tebow on the fourth-quarter play when Marion Barber did not get out of bounds 

"Because he's a veteran. He knows better. I don't think he tried to do it. Our guys 

just got him out of bounds." 
---Bailey saying he surprised Barber didn't go out of bounds 
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"The way DT stepped up in that last drive, good for him." 
---Tebow on Thomas, who dropped a would-be TD in the second half 

"We'll take it. I don't know if they kind of wait and then think, 'oh man, we're gonna 

lose this game,' or what. I know this is aging me quickly." 
---Fox on the Broncos' comebacks this season 

"I think it probably would have been good from 65. I mean, he just crushed it. 

From the second he hit it, we knew. I knew that if I looked up and it was in the 
middle, he was going to have the distance. He hit from 70 in pregame." 

---Britton Colquitt, Broncos punter (and holder), on kicker Matt Prater's 
game-tying 59-yard field goal to send the game to overtime. The kick tied Prater's 
career long. He then his a 51-yard game-winner in overtime, his third walk-off kick 

of the season. 
 

"We've come this far, let's keep going. We've been playing so hard these last few 
games, just keep going. If you have a chance to make a play, make it." 
---Broncos WR Demaryius Thomas, recounting an in-huddle pep-talk by right 

guard (and team captain) Chris Kuper. 
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Bears’ Jay Cutler on Denver field shooting the 

breeze with Broncos 

By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 

December 11, 2011 

Former Broncos and current Bears quarterback Jay Cutler is standing near the 35-
yard line at Sports Authority Field at Mile High, talking with various former and 

current teammates. Spotted those nonchalant mannerisms from a mile away. 

Cutler was the Broncos‘ starting quarterback from the final 5 games of 2006 
through 2008, when he earned a Pro Bowl nod. The firing of head coach Mike 

Shanahan and offensive coordinator Jeremy Bates, coupled with the hiring of head 
coach Josh McDaniels, led a disturbed Cutler to ask for a trade. 

When two ―peace-offering‖ meetings between Cutler and McDaniels only further 
irritated the tense situation, Cutler was traded to the Bears, along with a fifth-round 

draft pick that turned out to be Johnny Knox, in exchange for quarterback Kyle 
Orton and two first-round draft picks _ one of which turned out to be Robert Ayers 

_ and a third-rounder. The other first-round pick and the third-rounder were traded 
and packaged with other picks so that there‘s no one player the Broncos got in 
return for those picks. 

Cutler is wearing Bears‘ sweats. He‘s now talking with his former right guard Chris 
Kuper. He is missing his third game after undergoing surgery to repair his broken 
right passing thumb. 

  



Another Broncos rally for 13-10 OT win over 

Bears 

Associated Press 

December 11, 2011 

DENVER (AP) - Even the Denver Broncos seemed a bit dazed by this latest 
comeback led by Tim Tebow. 

Champ Bailey summed up Sunday's 13-10 overtime victory over the Chicago Bears 

this way: "Wow!" 

Matt Prater's 51-yard field goal 6 1/2 minutes into OT won it after his 59-yarder 
with 3 seconds left in regulation tied the score. 

It was Denver's sixth straight win and seventh in eight games since Tebow was 

promoted to starter. The Broncos have trailed in the second half in six of those 
victories. 

This latest comeback put Denver in sole possession of first place in the AFC West 
after Oakland's 46-16 drubbing at Green Bay. 

After failing to score on their first dozen possessions, the Broncos (8-5) erased a 

10-0 deficit in the final 2:08 of regulation. 

Tebow hit Demaryius Thomas with a 10-yard TD pass, then got the ball back with 
53 seconds left after Marion Barber saved the Broncos precious time by going out of 

bounds when the Bears were trying to run out the clock. 

Denver was out of timeouts after Thomas' touchdown and had to try an onside kick, 
which the Broncos couldn't recover. But on second down after the two-minute 

warning, Barber cut outside and was pushed out, stopping the clock. 

The Bears would have to punt, and Tebow got the ball back at his 20 and went to 
work, not needing to go far with Prater's strong leg in the thin air. 

He drove the Broncos 39 yards for Prater's kick, which he rocketed through the 

uprights. 

"We missed the onside kick. Then, all of a sudden, Barber goes out of bounds and 
gives us a chance," Bailey marveled. "We knew right then we still had a fighting 
chance. If you give our offense a chance in the end, good things might happen." 



The Bears (7-6) won the toss in overtime and quickly got into field goal range 
before Barber, who rushed for 108 yards but will be remembered for his two late 

mistakes, coughed up the football at the Broncos 34, and Elvis Dumervil recovered. 

Barber had already broken through the first line of defense for the first down when 
linebacker Wesley Woodyard reached out and grabbed his right arm, popping the 

ball loose. 

"It's crazy," Bailey said. "He has a free lane to run. All of a sudden, somebody 
snatches the ball out. Wow! We made a play when we had to. We hadn't had a 

turnover all day." 

 

  



Another thrilling finish for Tebow and 
Broncos, who beat Bears in OT 

By Associated Press  

December 11, 2011 

DENVER -- Wild wins are becoming routine for Tim Tebow and the Denver Broncos, 
who flail away through most of four quarters before coming through in the clutch. 

Matt Prater's 51-yard field goal 6 1/2 minutes into overtime gave the Broncos a 13-

10 victory over the stunned Chicago Bears on Sunday. Prater's 59-yarder with 3 
seconds left in regulation tied the score after Tebow led another rally. 

"If you believe," Tebow said, "then unbelievable things can sometimes be 

possible."win and seventh in eight games since Tebow, dubbed the "Mile High 
Messiah," was promoted to starter. The Broncos have trailed in the second half in 
six of those victories. 

This latest comeback put Denver in sole possession of first place in the AFC West 

after Oakland's 46-16 drubbing at Green Bay. 

"Never say never," wide receiver Eric Decker said. "That's a great characteristic of 
this team. ... Again it wasn't pretty. But again in the fourth quarter, we found a way 

to make some plays. Matt Prater, man, the kid can boom it." 

After failing to score on their first dozen possessions, the Broncos (8-5) erased a 
10-0 deficit in the final 2:08 of regulation. 

"I think we're rewriting the book on `keep fighting,"' coach John Fox said. "Our 

guys never blink. They remain positive. As bad as it looked today -- we didn't play 
well; we had some drops. But the guy who dropped a couple of passes caught the 
... touchdown. That's kind of the M.O. on this bunch." 

Tebow hit Demaryius Thomas with a 10-yard TD pass, then got the ball back with 
53 seconds left after Marion Barber saved the Broncos precious time by going out of 
bounds when the Bears were trying to run out the clock. 

Denver was out of timeouts after Thomas' touchdown and had to try an onside kick, 

which the Broncos couldn't recover. But on second down after the two-minute 
warning, Barber cut outside and was pushed out, stopping the clock. 

The Bears would have to punt, and Tebow got the ball back at his 20 and went to 

work, not needing to go far with Prater's strong leg in the thin air. 

He drove the Broncos 39 yards for Prater's kick, which he rocketed through the 
uprights. 
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"We missed the onside kick. Then, all of a 
sudden, Barber goes out of bounds and gives us a chance," Champ Bailey 

marveled. "We knew right then we still had a fighting chance. If you give our 
offense a chance in the end, good things might happen." 

The Bears (7-6) won the toss in overtime and quickly got into field goal range 

before Barber, who rushed for 108 yards but will be remembered for his two late 
mistakes, coughed up the football at the Broncos 34, and Elvis Dumervil recovered. 

Barber had already broken through the first line of defense for the first down when 

linebacker Wesley Woodyard reached out and grabbed his right arm, popping the 
ball loose. 

"It's crazy," Bailey said. "He has a free lane to run. All of a sudden, somebody 
snatches the ball out. Wow! We made a play when we had to. We hadn't had a 

turnover all day." 

All of a sudden, it was Tebow Time. Again. 

"It's not Tebow Time," the quarterback retorted. "It's Broncos Time." 

While Tebow was leading the Broncos on their game-winning drive, Barber looked 
despondent, and quarterback Caleb Hanie comforted him. 

"He was making a tough run, trying to get extra yards," Hanie said. "It's 
unfortunate. You want to stay in right there, but that didn't lose the game for us. 
We lost it by not generating more points." 

Barber, who hasn't talked to reporters since training camp, avoided the media after 

the game. 

"I hate to say it -- we gave this one to them," Hanie said. 

Tebow took the Broncos from their 34 to the Chicago 33, and Prater sent the 
stadium into delirium. 

"I don't know if they just kind of wait until they think, `Oh, man, we might lose this 

game,' and start playing," Fox said. "It's aging me quickly." 

Tebow, who also led the Broncos to wins in OT at Miami and San Diego, ran 12 
times for 49 yards and completed 21 of 40 passes for a season-best 236 yards. 

Tebow was intercepted once, fumbled the ball away on another play and was 

sacked five times by Brian Urlacher and Co., who couldn't seal the win despite their 
stout defense. 
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The Bears, whose playoff hopes are faltering, are 0-3 since Hanie replaced an 
injured Jay Cutler, the former Broncos QB who has a broken thumb on his throwing 

hand and is out indefinitely. 

Hanie completed 12 of 19 passes for 115 yards and was sacked four times. 

The Bears also were without star running back Matt Forte, who's out indefinitely 
with a knee injury. His replacement, Barber, broke a scoreless tie in the third 

quarter with a 9-yard touchdown run. 

With safeties Brian Dawkins (neck) and David Bruton (calf) sidelined, the Broncos 
were left with rookies Quinton Carter and Raheem Moore, and both of them missed 

the tackle on Barber's TD. Cornerback Andre' Goodman sustained a concussion 
three plays before Barber scored. 

Barber gained 16 yards on a screen pass from Hanie on third-and-27 on the final 

play of the third quarter, setting up Robbie Gould's team-record 57-yard field goal. 

He would be outdone by Prater, who's never had this many pressurized kicks. 

"I am definitely going to be bald at the end of the season," Prater said. "Bald or 
gray, one of the two." 

Notes: Bears GM Jerry Angelo said he was not considering retirement, disputing an 

NFL Network report that raised the possibility. ... The Broncos have recorded at 
least two sacks in 12 straight games, the longest active streak in the NFL. 
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Tebow, Broncos beat Bears 13-10 in overtime 

By ARNIE STAPLETON  
The Associated Press  

December 12, 2011 

DENVER — Just when it looked like the Chicago Bears weren't going to give Tim 

Tebow the chance to beat them in overtime, they couldn't play keep away. 

Chicago won the toss and Caleb Hanie completed three quick passes to put the 

Bears in field goal range. Then, Marion Barber, filling in for Matt Forte, burst 

through the line for a first down. 

Just then, linebacker Wesley Woodyard reached out in desperation and tugged on 

his right arm. The ball popped loose and Elvis Dumervil smothered it at the Broncos 

34. 

"He gashed us on that play, and somehow I just had to make a play," Woodyard 

said. "That's what it's all about, making plays at the end of the game." 

That's something the Broncos (8-5) have perfected. 

Tebow drove the Broncos downfield and Matt Prater, whose 59-yard field goal with 

3 seconds left in regulation tied it, booted a 51-yarder with 8:34 left in overtime to 

give Denver an improbable 13-10 win. 

"If you believe," Tebow said, "then unbelievable things can sometimes be possible." 

Prater's third straight walk-off field goal gave the Broncos their sixth consecutive 

win and moved them into sole possession of first place in the AFC West at 8-5, a 

game ahead of Oakland. 

Tebow improved to 7-1 since taking over as the starter in Denver, and six of those 

wins have involved second-half comebacks, five of them necessitating fourth-

quarter rallies, three of which went to overtime. 

No other quarterback in NFL history has produced six fourth-quarter comebacks in 

his first 11 NFL starts. 

Broncos coach John Fox said Tebow has "competitive greatness. He wants the ball 

in clutch time." 



After failing to score on their first dozen possessions, the Broncos faced the 

possibility of their first home shutout in the team's 52-year history. Instead, they 

erased a 10-0 deficit in the final 2:08 of regulation. 

"I think we're rewriting the book on 'keep fighting,'" Fox said. "Our guys never 

blink. They remain positive. As bad as it looked today — we didn't play well; we had 

some drops. But the guy who dropped a couple of passes caught the ... touchdown. 

That's kind of the M.O. on this bunch." 

Tebow threw a 10-yard touchdown strike to Demaryius Thomas, who had three 

drops, and then got the ball back with 53 seconds left after Barber saved the 

Broncos precious time by going out of bounds when the Bears were trying to run 

out the clock. 

Denver was out of timeouts after Thomas' touchdown and had to try an onside kick, 

which the Broncos couldn't recover. But on second down after the two-minute 

warning, Barber cut outside and was pushed out, stopping the clock. 

"That's usually something that never happens with a veteran running back," 

Woodyard said. "It's just like things go our way." 

Barber wasn't around after the game to talk about his blunders. 

"We all know what type of player Marion is," Bears coach Lovie Smith said. "All 

running backs are trying to get a couple more yards here and there. But we have to 

know the situation. In that situation, we have to be able to keep the ball inbounds. 

He'll tell you that. I know we'd all like to have that one back." 

The Bears would have to punt, and Tebow got the ball back at his 20 and went to 

work, not needing to go far with Prater's strong leg in the thin air. He drove the 

Broncos 39 yards for Prater's kick, which he rocketed through the uprights to tie it 

at 10. 

The Bears (7-6) won the toss in overtime and quickly got into field goal range 

before Barber, who rushed for 108 yards but will be remembered for his two late 

mistakes, coughed up the football. 

"He was making a tough run, trying to get extra yards," Hanie said. "It's 

unfortunate. You want to stay in right there but that didn't lose the game for us. 

We lost it by not generating more points." 

Tebow, who also led Denver to wins in OT at Miami and San Diego, took the 

Broncos from their 34 to the Chicago 33, and Prater sent the stadium into delirium. 



The Bears, whose playoff hopes are faltering, are 0-3 since Hanie replaced an 

injured Jay Cutler, the former Broncos QB who has a broken thumb on his throwing 

hand and is out indefinitely. 

With Matt Forte sidelined by a knee injury, Barber broke a scoreless tie in the third 

quarter with a 9-yard touchdown run and added a 16-yard gain on a screen to set 

up Robbie Gould's team-record 57-yard field goal on the first snap of the fourth 

quarter. 

"We gave it away," Devin Hester said. "We were up 10 points." 

That's not enough when Tebow's around. 

"Those last five minutes, if it's within reach for us to get it, we feel like we're going 

to win," Woodyard said. "For all the Tebow haters: You'd better start believing." 

Notes: The Broncos lost SS Brian Dawkins (neck), DB David Bruton (ankle), CB 

Andre' Goodman (concussion) and FB Spencer Larsen (hamstring). ... Denver 

ensured itself of avoiding two consecutive losing seasons for the first time since 

1971-72, something that seemed unlikely when they were 1-4 with Kyle Orton at 

QB. 

  



Tim Tebow pulls off his weekly miracle 

It's almost becoming old hat as Tebow, 7-1 as Broncos' starting QB, 
engineers another comeback victory, 13-10 over Bears —his third overtime 
win, and fourth straight when trailing at two-minute warning. 

By Sam Farmer 

LATimes 
December 11, 2011 

Week by week, the football world is learning something about the new quarterback 

of the Denver Broncos. 

 

Tebow ends with a W. 

The magic happened again Sunday in breathtaking fashion as Tim Tebow guided his 

team to another overtime victory — Denver's third in Tebow's eight starts — 13-10 

over Chicago at Invesco Field. 

 

When is the stunning no longer surprising? 

 

When is the unbelievable almost expected? 

 

It's happening just about every week for the Broncos, who are 7-1 since promoting 

Tebow to the starting job in mid-October, have won six in a row, and trailed at the 

two-minute warning in each of their last four wins — against the Jets, Chargers, 

Vikings and Bears. 

 

On a day of eyebrow-raising outcomes — Arizona upsetting San Francisco, Houston 

finally securing its first playoff berth, and the Raiders getting rolled in Green Bay — 

Denver typically came to life late in the game. 

 

Through the first three quarters Sunday, Tebow completed three of 16 passes. In 

the fourth quarter and overtime, he was 18 for 24. 

 

"It looked pretty bleak there for a while," Tebow said. 

 

"We kept believing. I feel like I'm saying similar things every week, but we're just 

believing and fighting to the very end." 

 

Tebow has provided the NFL's most entertaining and dramatic theater, and that 

includes the Packers' spectacular run at perfection. Still, he seems to be the focus 

of the sports world's most rigorous job interview, as there's no definitive word 
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whether the Broncos' brass plans to build the franchise around him for the long 

haul. 

 

History will chalk this up as another example of "Tebow Time," but this game also 

hinged on two huge kicks by Denver's Matt Prater, and two massive mistakes by 

Chicago's Marion Barber. 

 

Prater forced overtime with a 59-yard field goal, and won the game with a 51-

yarder. 

 

The Bears would have been able to burn almost all of the clock at the end of 

regulation had Barber not run out of bounds. And it was his lost fumble in overtime 

that set up the winning field goal. 

 

"This is an instant classic," Broncos receiver Eric Decker said. "It classifies as that. 

It's a game you don't see often at all. Probably again . . . we're finding ways. I can't 

really explain how we're doing it, we're just doing it." 

 

Denver stands to become the seventh team to make the playoffs after starting 1-4. 

With three weeks to go, the Broncos pulled a game ahead of Oakland in the AFC 

West, thanks to the Raiders' non-competitive showing in a 46-16 loss at Lambeau 

Field. 

 

The Broncos finish against New England, at Buffalo, and versus Kansas City. The 

Raiders play Detroit, at Kansas City, and San Diego. And the Chargers, who kept 

their flickering playoff hopes alive Sunday with a 37-10 win over the Bills, close 

with Baltimore at home, then road games at Detroit and Oakland. 

 

Green Eggs and Gronk 

 

His nickname, "Gronk," sounds like a Dr. Seuss character, but New England's Rob 

Gronkowski has made his way into another type of book. He now has 15 receiving 

touchdowns, the most ever by a tight end in a single season. He reached that 

milestone at Washington on Sunday with two touchdowns, reeling in six catches for 

160 yards. 

 

His 14th touchdown moved him ahead of San Diego's Antonio Gates (2004) and 

San Francisco's Vernon Davis (2009), giving him the league record. 

 

"What record?" Gronkowski deadpanned when asked about the mark. "It's cool and 

everything, I got the ball back. . . . It's cool to get a record and everything, but 

that really don't matter." 
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In his two NFL seasons, Gronkowski has 25 receiving touchdowns in 29 games. 

Only four other players in NFL history have accomplished that: Bill Groman (24 

games), Lance Alworth (27), Bob Hayes (27) and Randy Moss (29). 

 

The string keeps playing out 

 

The standings say they're 13-0, but the Green Bay Packers have actually won their 

last 19 games. That's the second-longest winning streak in NFL history to New 

England's 21-game string in 2003-04. By beating Oakland, the Packers clinched a 

first-round bye, and their 46 points gave them a franchise-high 466 for the season. 

 

Standing between them and 16-0 is a game at Kansas City, then home games 

against Chicago and Detroit. 

 

Sunday wasn't all good for the Packers, though. Star receiver Greg Jennings left the 

game in the third quarter because of an apparent injury to his left knee. 

 

"Well, it didn't look very good," quarterback Aaron Rodgers said. "So we'll see what 

the MRI says tomorrow. And hopefully, we've got a bye wrapped up, so he really 

has close to five weeks before our [first playoff] game." 

 

Running on empty 

 

The crowds are dwindling in Cincinnati, and so are the playoff hopes of the Bengals. 

The announced attendance of 41,202 for Sunday's game against Houston was the 

second-smallest crowd in Paul Brown Stadium history. The Bengals, once in the 

thick of the AFC North race, have lost three of four. 

 

The Texans, meanwhile, secured their first ticket to the postseason by virtue of 

their 20-19 win, and Tennessee's loss to New Orleans. 

 

It was rookie quarterback T.J. Yates, a fifth-round pick from North Carolina, who led 

the Texans to victory. 

 

In acknowledging that, Bengals safety Chris Crocker sounded more depressed than 

impressed. 

 

"A rookie quarterback beat us today," he said. "He did it with both his arms and his 

feet. I don't even know what to say. Wow." 

 

Taking another stab at it 
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Since losing six in a row to drop to 1-6, Arizona has won five of six — the latest a 

surprising 21-19 victory over the 49ers. 

 

Cardinals Coach Ken Whisenhunt used that occasion to scold reporters after the 

game. 

 

"You guys stuck a fork in us quite a while ago," he said. "I think our guys never let 

it get to them. How many times during those first weeks did we say that we were 

going to stay the course and that it was going to turn for us? We believed it." 

 

Comebacks are king 

 

Atlanta, Jacksonville, Houston and Arizona came back to win games Sunday in 

which they trailed by at least a dozen points. It was the second time this season 

four teams have done that on the same Sunday, the first being Sept. 18. That's the 

most such days in a season since 1984. 

 

Who was that mask man? 

 

The Detroit Lions might be coming to grips with a loss had officials seen them 

coming to grips with the face mask of Minnesota quarterback Joe Webb. 

 

Instead, the Lions got away with a clear infraction on the final play of a 34-28 

victory at home. Just after Webb fumbled at the one, a yard away from the 

potential winning touchdown, Lions linebacker DeAndre Levy pulled on his face 

mask. There was no flag on the play. 

 

Rationalized Levy: "We get a lot of calls called against us. So, they owed us one if I 

did." 

 

Picking on (and off) Raiders 

 

In the last two weeks, the Raiders have suffered disheartening road losses at Miami 

and Green Bay. 

 

The Packers picked off four Carson Palmer passes. 

 

"I'm not going to let this team keep going backward," Raiders Coach Hue Jackson 

said. "The last two weeks, we haven't come close to playing or looking like the 

football team we've been." 
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The Raiders were flagged 11 times for 89 yards at Green Bay, a week after drawing 

10 penalties for 91 yards against the Dolphins. 

 

"You are not going to beat a high school team with the penalties and mistakes [like] 

the ones that we made," linebacker Aaron Curry said. "You make a lot of mistakes, 

you lose." 

 

Quick snaps 

 

Drew Brees joined Hall of Fame member Johnny Unitas as the only quarterbacks to 

throw a touchdown pass in 40 consecutive games. 

 

New England won at Washington for the first time in franchise history. 

 

Bears-Broncos was only the second game this season that was scoreless at the half. 

The first was Giants-Patriots on Nov. 6, a game New York won, 24-20. 

 

For the first time in NFL history, there are three or more quarterbacks with at least 

4,000 yards passing through Week 14: Brees, Rodgers, Tom Brady and Eli Manning. 
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Athletes and celebrities inspired by Tebow's 

latest heroics 

NFL.com  
December 11, 2011 

Three hours after Tim Tebow led the Broncos to 13 unanswered points in an 

overtime victory vs. the Chicago Bears, #Tebow was still the No. 1 trending topic 

on Twitter. The reach of Tebow's latest come-from-behind efforts cannot be 

contained to just the NFL. Tebow Time is global. 

Here is a sample of what other NFL players, professional athletes and celebrities are 

saying about Tebow: 

@rainnwilson (Rainn Wilson) 

They should send Tim Tebow into Iran to get our drone back. With just a knife. 

@JDurant52 (Justin Durant) 

We are the only team to beat #Tebow...what does that make us??? 

@DwyaneWade (Dwyane Wade) 

The Bears just got #Tebowed...smh 

@adbrandt (Andrew Brandt) 

David Stern will only approve the @CP3 trade if the Hornets get Tebow. 

@KennyAlbert (Kenny Albert) 

Goosebumps. One of the most incredible games I have ever been a part of in 18 

years at @NFLONFOX #Tebow 

@carmeloanthony (Carmelo Anthony) 

ALL HAIL TEBOW!!!!!!!! 

@paulpierce34 (Paul Pierce) 

Is Tebow the Jordan of football wow 

@JustinVerlander (Justin Verlander) 

Fan of Tebow or not... This is fun to watch! 

@teixeiramark25 (Mark Teixeira) 

#Tebow does it again, #Jets take wild card lead, and Falcons comeback late. 

Giants-Cowboys for first place tonight...gotta love the #NFL! 
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@ChrisHarrisNFL (Chris Harris) 

Somewhere in America someone is pitching 2 Disney a Tim Tebow movie..."Tebow 

In The Backfield" with whispers of (if u play him,the will win) 

@BernieKosarQB (Bernie Kosar) 

U Have To Be Kidding!!!%I ABSOLUTELY LUV WHAT TEBOW IS DOING AND HAS 

DONE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

@billromanowski (Bill Romanowski) 

The thing with Tebow is a lot of ppl are praying for his success. Prayers will do 

wonders. Plus Tebow is an improving quarterback. 

@TeeMartin17 (Tee Martin) 

Unbelievable!!!! #Broncos #Bears #Tebow 

@BrodyJenner (Brody Jenner) 

I am happy for Tebow making a ton of people look stupid for the things they said 

about him.. Success is the best revenge 

@RickyRo24 (Ricky Romero) 

Tim Tebow ur a #beast. Lots of #respect for u. WOW!!! 

@brianching (Brian Ching) 

Tim Tebow is a winner like it or not. Good for him. 

@KembaWalker (Kemba Walker) 

Man do I respect Tim Tebow. True Leader. Not a bad person to model yourself 

after. 

@DickieV (Dick Vitale) 

How is Sir Charles Barkley reacting to the news that @timtebow is a winner again? 

Get ready Charles 4 Tebow MANIA to roll on. #LEADER 

  

http://twitter.com/#!/ChrisHarrisNFL
http://www.nfl.com/players/chrisharr/profile?id=HAR300134
http://twitter.com/#!/BernieKosarQB
https://twitter.com/#%21/billromanowski
http://twitter.com/#!/TeeMartin17
http://twitter.com/#!/BrodyJenner
http://twitter.com/#!/RickyRo24
http://twitter.com/#!/brianching
https://twitter.com/#%21/KembaWalker
http://twitter.com/#!/DickieV


Tebow pulls out win again despite low QBR 
 

By Alok Pattani 

ESPN.com 

December, 12, 2011  

For the seventh time in eight weeks the Denver Broncos won with Tim Tebow as 

their starting quarterback. This despite Tebow recording a QBR below 50.0 for the 

third straight week and for the sixth time in those eight starts.  

 

Tebow and the Broncos came away with another improbable comeback victory on 

Sunday against the Bears, rallying from a 10-point fourth-quarter deficit and 

winning in overtime.  

 

As is customary for him since taking over as starter, Tebow struggled early on, 

completing barely over a third of his passes and committing two turnovers as the 

Broncos were shut out for the first 55+ minutes of the game. But he was able to 

turn it around on the Broncos‘ final three drives, leading the team to 13 points and 

an eventual victory.  

However, if you look at Tebow‘s game in total, he wasn‘t actually that great. In a 

game that was close throughout…  

 

- He was sacked five times and committed two turnovers (1 Int, 1 fumble)  

 

- On eight third down pass plays, he went 3-7 with an interception and a sack, 

converting only two first downs  

 

- On seven third down rush plays (including designed rushes and scrambles), he 

converted only two first downs  

 

- The Broncos‘ 15 offensive drives resulted in eight punts (including seven 3-and-

outs), and only two made it inside the Bears‘ 30  

 

For these reasons, despite making some big plays, Tebow finished with a Total QBR 

of just 32.9 for the game since he did not lead the Broncos to many points.  

 

For those who say ―Yeah, but he came through in the clutch yet again!‖, take a look 

at when and how the game was actually won and lost. The two largest impact plays 

of the game in terms of changes in win probability both took place in overtime:  

 

- Marion Barber‘s lost fumble took the Bears‘ win probability from 63.3% to 29.8%, 

http://espn.go.com/nfl/team/_/name/den/denver-broncos
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a decrease of 33.5%.  

 

- Matt Prater‘s game-winning 51-yd FG took the Broncos‘ win probability from 

70.0% to 100.0%, an increase of 30.0%.  

 

Keep in mind that both of these plays greatly increased the Broncos‘ chances of 

winning the game in overtime, but Tim Tebow was not on the field for either one of 

them.  

 

Meanwhile Eli Manning had another clutch fourth quarter performance and finished 

with a 77.1 Total QBR, good for 9th best in Week 14.  

 

After throwing one bad interception with less than seven minutes left in the fourth 

quarter, Manning was nearly flawless in leading the Giants back from a two-score 

deficit over the Cowboys.  

 

Manning went 8-11 for 122 yards and seven first downs on New York‘s final two 

drives (discounting the kneel at the end of the game), both culminating in 

touchdowns. The interception dropped his Total QBR from 79.7 to 62.8, but he was 

able to raise it back up to 77.1 with his clutch play in the game‘s final six minutes.  

 

 

http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/5526/eli-manning


Prater joins Tebow with great performance 
 

ESPN.com 

December, 11, 2011  

Within all the amazement from Sunday‘s overtime win for the Denver Broncos over 

the Chicago Bears, let‘s not forget that Broncos kicker Matt Prater played a 

significant role in further enhancing the legend that has become Tim Tebow.  

 

The two combined in an effective manner. Tebow was a short-range star in the 

fourth quarter. Prater was most effective on plays of great length.  

 

Prater hit a 59-yard field goal to tie the game with two seconds remaining and a 

51-yard field goal to win the game in overtime, atoning for a blocked field goal 

attempt earlier in the game.  

 

The Elias Sports Bureau noted that the Broncos were the second team in NFL 

history to win four straight games in which they trailed in the fourth quarter 

(joining the 2009 Colts).  

 

Prater is the second kicker in NFL history with a pair of overtime field goals that 

were at least 50 yards long (the other was a 52-yarder to beat the Dolphins in 

Week 7). The other kicker to do that was Greg Davis, who had one in 1989 and 

another in 1994.  

 

Also, according to Elias, this was the first game in NFL history in which each kicker 

made a field goal attempt of at least 57 yards. Bears kicker Robbie Gould made a 

team-record 57-yarder earlier in the fourth quarter.  

 

Prater is now 12-for-16 on field goal attempts of at least 50 yards since his career 

began in 2007.  

 

His 75 percent accuracy rate on those kicks is the second best among current 

kickers who have tried at least 10 field goals of that length in the last five seasons, 

trailing only Rob Bironas of the Tennessee Titans, who is 15-for-19 (79 percent).  

 

Incidentally, Gould is among those right behind them at 11-for-15 (73 percent).  

Tim Tebow Passing This Season 

 
1st 3 Qtrs 4th Qtr/OT 
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1st 3 Qtrs 4th Qtr/OT 

Comp pct 38.7 60.9 

Pass yds 520 770 

Yds per att 4.7 8.9 

TD-Int 5-1 6-1 

 

The distance kicking success is part of a season-long trend. Prater‘s game-winning 

field goal was the 75th field goal of at least 50 yards this season, a league record 

for most in a season, shattering the mark of 66 set in 2008.  

 

As for Tebow, it was another improbable performance by a quarterback who started 

3-for-16 through the first three quarters, but finished 18-for-his-last 24 for 191 

yards and a touchdown.  

 

Broncos receivers dropped four passes in the first three quarters of the game, but 

dropped only one of his last 21 pass attempts.  

 

Tebow changed his approach in the fourth quarter. His average pass attempt 

through the first three quarters went 17 yards in the air. But most of his fourth 

quarter throws were shorter than that.  

 

Tebow was 15-for-17 for 133 yards in the fourth quarter and overtime on throws 

that traveled fewer than 15 yards in the air.  

 

Tebow was at his best, stepping outside the pocket. In the fourth quarter and 

overtime, video review showed him to be 4-for-4 for 49 yards and a touchdown on 

throws made from outside the pocket.  

 

Tebow now has six game-winning drives in the fourth quarter or overtime in 11 

career starts. Elias notes that among players to debut since 1970, no one has more 

game-winning drives in his first 11 starts than that.  

 

This was the Broncos third overtime win of the season, tied for the second-most 

such victories in NFL history (the 2003 Carolina Panthers had four).  

 

All three victories were started by Tebow … and finished by Prater. 

http://espn.go.com/nfl/team/_/name/car/carolina-panthers


Bears still not buying Tebow-mania 
 

By ESPNChicago.com 

December, 11, 2011  

Either Chicago Bears linebacker Brian Urlacher forgot Tim Tebow was a 

quarterback, or a little sarcasm crept into the visiting locker room on Sunday after 

the Denver Broncos captured a 13-10 overtime victory.  

 

―He‘s a good running back … He does a good job for them,‖ Urlacher told reporters 

when asked about Tebow.  

 

When asked what he thought of the passing of Tebow, who was 21-of-40 for 236 

yards, a touchdown and an interception, Urlacher praised Tebow‘s scrambling 

ability.  

 

Urlacher can‘t be blamed for not being in the best of moods after the Bears wasted 

a 10-0 fourth-quarter lead. Even Charles Barkley was hoping the Bears would at 

least quiet Tebow-mania for a bit, so questions about losing to a quarterback with a 

68.3 passer rating didn‘t go over incredibly well.  

 

"We missed some opportunities in the game,‖ Bears defensive end Julius Peppers 

said. ―We got to finish better. That's pretty much it. It wasn't anything special he 

did."  

 

Bears linebacker Lance Briggs praised the competitiveness of Tebow, who is 7-1 as 

a starter, including wins in his last six.  

 

―Played hard,‖ Briggs said. ―I respect a guy who plays hard. Him and all the other 

10 guys on the field for the Broncos.‖  

 

Bears coach Lovie Smith also spread the praise around.  

 

―He was able to scramble around and keep plays alive that allowed receivers 

chances to get open,‖ Smith said. ―He‘s a good football player, but they have other 

good football players. They‘re a good football team. … Tebow is a leader of their 

team, normally the quarterback dictates a lot as to who wins the game, and he 

definitely had a big part in that today. ― 
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Barber struggles with game on the line 
 

By Michael C. Wright 

ESPN.com 

December, 11, 2011  

DENVER -- What seemed a promising performance Sunday became a catastrophe 

for Chicago Bears running back Marion Barber when the veteran committed two late 

errors that directly contributed to the 13-10 overtime loss to the Denver Broncos.  

 

Even Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow said, "I might have thanked the Lord when 

[Barber]" made the first blunder that allowed the Broncos to tie the game at 10 in 

regulation.  

 

Led by Tebow, the Broncos scored 10 unanswered in the last 2:08 to tie it with 

three seconds remaining in regulation, before winning on a 51-yard field goal by 

Matt Prater in overtime. Mistakes by Barber paved the way for both to transpire.  

 

"We gave it away," said Bears return man Devin Hester. "We were up 10 points."  

 

Barber made the first miscue just after the two-minute warning with his team 

leading 10-3 when he didn't stay inbounds to milk the clock, and he fumbled in 

overtime to set up Denver's game-winning drive.  

 

"It's tough because you feel like you lost the game," said receiver Roy Williams, 

who bobbled a potential game-tying pass last week against Kansas City that was 

intercepted. "I had to go through that last week. In reality, you didn't lose the 

game. You could've been the hero. You could've won the game, yes. But you didn't 

lose the game. He played well, ran hard. He made one big mistake."  

 

Taking a handoff from Caleb Hanie near the end of regulation, Barber ran around 

left end only to let Broncos linebacker D.J. Williams push him out of bounds, which 

stopped the clock after a 5-yard gain on second down.  

 

The problem with that is the Broncos had already burned their final timeout with 

5:30 left after a Kahlil Bell run up the middle. Had Barber remained inbounds, the 

Bears would have been able to run more time off the clock to preserve the victory 

in regulation.  

 

"He obviously, probably shouldn't do that, and that kept us in it," Tebow said. "I 

mean, we probably would have had 10 seconds if he stayed inbounds, but, it was 
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just special."  

 

The Bears didn't share that sentiment, and coach Lovie Smith said that given the 

time left on the clock, Barber should have known what to do. After all, Barber is a 

seven-year veteran and had the opportunity to put the game away instead of 

opening the door for yet another Tebow comeback.  

 

"We have to know the situation," Smith said. "In that situation we have to keep the 

ball in bounds. He'll tell you that."  

 

Actually, Barber wasn't able to because he left the locker room immediately after 

the game, never making himself available for comment. A couple members of the 

team's public relations searched for Barber, who was never seen in the locker room 

by any of them.  

 

Barber's fumble in overtime came five plays into the drive on third-and-7 from the 

Denver 38 and was the final blow in what should have gone down as a productive 

day for the veteran. Running with power and unusual shiftiness, Barber gained 108 

yards on 27 attempts and scored the team's only touchdown.  

 

Perhaps that's why teammates remained supportive of Barber despite the running 

back's mistakes potentially costing the team a berth in the postseason.  

 

"Marion Barber is a heck of a football player. Marion Barber is gonna help us to get 

into the playoffs," linebacker Lance Briggs said. "Things happen, they happen to all 

of us. I'm proud of the guy. If he just keeps his head up, he's gonna help the Bears 

win." 

http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/4526/lance-briggs


  



Rapid Reaction: Broncos 13, Bears 10 (OT) 
 

By Michael C. Wright 

ESPN.com 

December, 11, 2011  

DENVER -- The Chicago Bears couldn‘t ward off the magic of Tim Tebow and the Denver 

Broncos in dropping a 13-10 heartbreaker in overtime Sunday that will dramatically 
impact their standing in the NFC wildcard race. 

A Marion Barber fumble sealed the team‘s fate in overtime, and a questionable decision 
by the running back to step out of bounds -- which stopped the clock -- played a 

significant role in Denver tying the game at the end of regulation to send it into OT. 

Marion, Marion, Marion… 

Let‘s take a closer look: 

What it means: The Bears put themselves in a difficult spot for earning the postseason 
berth they seek, and they certainly didn‘t get any help from the other NFC teams in the 
wildcard hunt. 

Interestingly, last week all the teams in contention for the wildcard spots -- the Bears, 

Atlanta Falcons and Detroit Lions -- lost their respective games, leaving the standings 
unchanged. But the opposite transpired on Sunday, with every team in the NFC hunt 
except for the Bears winning their games. 

So Chicago‘s loss drops it out of the wildcard picture. The club will likely have to win 

each of its remaining four games to sneak back into the race. 

Golden Goose: Robbie Gould kicked a 57-yard field goal to start the fourth quarter, 
which appeared long enough to be good from a distance of approximately 65 yards. 

Gould‘s field goal was the longest in team history, and broke his own personal best of 
54 yards last season against the Detroit Lions.  

Prior to Gould‘s bomb on Sunday, Kevin Butler and Bob Thomas were tied for the 

longest field goals in franchise history (55 yards). Butler connected on 55 yarders 
twice: on Dec. 12, 1993 at Tampa Bay, and on Oct. 25, 1993 against the Minnesota 

Vikings. 

Thomas kicked a 55-yard field goal game in 1975 against the Los Angeles Rams. 

What’s next: The Bears have ended their run of AFC West foes. Next week they host 
Pete Carroll and the Seattle Seahawks. 
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Third-quarter wrap: Bears 7, Broncos 0 
 

By Michael C. Wright 

ESPN.com 

December, 11, 2011  

DENVER -- Devin Hester boosted life into Chicago‘s flat offense in the third quarter 

with a 26-yard return to set up Marion Barber‘s 9-yard touchdown, which gave the 

Bears a 7-0 lead over the Denver Broncos. 

Spinning out of leg tackles near the Denver bench to break free initially, Hester 
reversed field towards the visiting sideline before cutting back inside for the 26-
yard return. Hester‘s run gave the Bears possession at the Denver 42 with 8:34 

remaining in the quarter. 

The Bears kicked off that drive with three consecutive Barber runs for 25 yards 
before Caleb Hanie hit Kahlil Bell for a 6-yard completion to the Denver 11. The 

Bears called two more Barber runs to put the team on the board with 5:19 left in 
the quarter, capping a 42-yard drive in six plays. 

Chicago received somewhat of a scare early in the quarter when Demaryius Thomas 

slipped past Bears cornerback Charles Tillman. Running alone in open field, Thomas 
dropped what should have been a long touchdown pass from Tebow.  

The ball appeared to be somewhat overthrown, but if Thomas had come up with the 

catch, the Broncos would have scored the first TD of the game. 
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Bears put Nathan Enderle on inactive list 

By Michael C. Wright 
ESPNChicago.com 

December 12, 2011 

DENVER-- The Chicago Bears named rookie Nathan Enderle to the list of inactives for 
Sunday's game against the Denver Broncos at Sports Authority Field at Mile High, 
meaning new acquisition Josh McCown served as the primary backup for Caleb Hanie.  

Despite signing McCown two weeks ago to back up Hanie, the Bears named him to the 

inactive list for the loss to the Chiefs, leaving Enderle as the only other quarterback on 
the active game-day roster. 

Although familiar with the system employed by Bears offensive coordinator Mike Martz, 
McCown still struggled throughout the team's practices early on, which was to be 

expected, considering the quarterback hasn't played in the NFL since 2009. Bears coach 
Lovie Smith admitted as much, but apparently the club has gained enough confidence 
in McCown to make him the No. 2 quarterback. 

Other Bears inactives included quarterback Jay Cutler, running back Matt Forte, safety 

Major Wright, guard Ricky Henry, tight end Andre Smith and defensive tackle Anthony 
Adams. 

Bears general manager Jerry Angelo said the team has closely monitored the recoveries 

of Forte and Cutler. Angelo holds out hope that both will be able to play before the end 
of the regular season. 

"I'm not ruling it out," Angelo said of Cutler. "The surgery went well, rehab's going well, 
and those injuries you just have to be patient. Everybody heals a little different. He's a 

thrower so you have to be a little more sensitive based on his position but I wouldn't 
rule anything out." 

As for Forte, Angelo said the team will know about his situation next week. 

"Right now he's feeling good, the rehab's going well," Angelo said. "But we haven't 
really set a definite timetable." 

Adams, meanwhile, started eight games earlier this season, but is on the team's 

inactive list for the third consecutive week. 

Also, the Broncos were without wide receiver Eddie Royal. 

Royal was hurt last weekend in a win over Minnesota when he collided with a teammate 
on a punt return. He has 18 catches for 153 yards this season. 

The Broncos had leading rusher Willis McGahee (knee) in the backfield. Rookie 
linebacker Von Miller (right thumb) also played. 
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Bears get Tebowed 

Marion Barber's miscues, Bears' incompetence help Tim Tebow's legend 

grow 

 

By Jon Greenberg 

ESPNChicago.com 

December 11, 2011 

 

DENVER-- As the Chicago Bears' season hung in the balance, paused only by a 

futile timeout, the scoreboard at Sports Authority Field foretold the game's end. 

The harbinger was a video shot of Tim Tebow seemingly praying, or Tebowing if 
you prefer, on the sidelines. Minutes later, Matt Prater kicked a game-winning, 51-

yard field goal in overtime and the Denver Broncos had another amazing fourth 
quarter comeback and a 13-10 victory.  

Let's be honest, a shot of Tebow praying is Denver's equivalent of Red Auerbach 
lighting up a stogie at the end of the bench.  

Good living equals good fortune, I suppose. Faith is not a dirty word. Tebow might 

not be the only reason the Broncos are riding high, but he certainly symbolizes the 
team's special season. 

With Tebow as a starter, the Broncos have won six in a row, and seven of eight, 

and have been transformed from moribund slackjaws into the feel-good story in the 
NFL. 

Two months ago, even the most ardent Tebow fans would have found this story too 

unbelievable. But now, Tebow Time is the new happy hour. 

"I don't think it's 'Tebow Time,'" he said. "I just think it's 'Bronco Time.'" 

And the legend grows. 

Of course he needed help, and it didn't come from a higher power.  

Tebow got his chance for another wild fourth-quarter comeback from another 
source. While he didn't lead off his news conference by thanking Marion Barber, 

Tebow joked that he gave some thanks when Barber ran out of bounds late in the 
fourth quarter, giving the Broncos precious time they desperately needed. 
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With less than two minutes left, Barber ran out of bounds after a 5-yard gain as the 
Bears were trying to kill the clock with a 10-7 lead and the ball near midfield. One 

run later and the Bears punted. The Broncos got the ball at their 20 with 56 
seconds left.  

"I might have thanked the Lord when he did that," Tebow admitted to laughter in 

his postgame news conference. "I mean, we probably would have had 10 seconds if 
he stayed inbounds, but it was just special." 

Tebow then completed three straight passes to get Denver to the Bears' 41-yard 

line. After the third pass stopped the clock when Matthew Willis got out of bounds 
after a 19-yard gain, there were 23 seconds left. Three plays later, Prater tied the 
game with a 59-yard field goal. 

The stadium shook when Prater made the kick. Who cares if Tebow can throw a 

spiral? Fans will remember this season for the rest of their lives. Players will too. 

"It is awesome," Prater said. "I don't think any of us can explain it." 

"I think we are rewriting the book on 'keep fighting,'" Denver coach John Fox said. 
"Our guys never blink. They remain positive." 

It sounds trite to say the Bears got Tebowed, because you can pin this game on a 

lot of other factors, but who cares about the details when the legend is so good.  

Yes, the Bears got Tebowed. 

"We didn't want it to happen to us," defensive tackle Amobi Okoye said. "But it 
did." 

As the post-field-goal scene unfolded, Bears general manager Jerry Angelo stared 
at the field through binoculars. I don't know what he was looking at, but he was 
frozen like Bernie Lomax. Before the game, Angelo rejected the rumors that he's 

definitely retiring after the season. After that game, he might want to rethink 
things.  

That's three straight losses for the post-Cutler Bears under Caleb Hanie, and their 

playoff hopes are slipping away. Chicago (7-6) is currently in seventh place in the 
NFC, and it's not looking good with three games left, including one at undefeated 
Green Bay.  

The season will almost certainly end in Minnesota on New Year's Day and players 

will go into the offseason rueing their bad fortune. When Cutler went down with his 
thumb injury, the Bears had just won their fifth in a row and everything was 

possible.  
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The Bears should be favored in two of their three games, but they need help to 
make the playoffs. They don't deserve it. While we can rail on Lovie Smith calling 

for a prevent-us-from-winning defense in the fourth quarter or Angelo for scratch-
your-head personnel decisions, losses like these are on the players, first and 

foremost.  

"It just comes down to making plays," Bears linebacker Lance Briggs said.  

The Broncos made them, the Bears did not. Simple as that. While the offense is just 
short of hopeless, the defense holds itself to a high standard. They had two 

takeaways, a Peanut Tillman interception in the first quarter and Craig Steltz forced 
fumble on Tebow early in the fourth. The Bears offense could do nothing with either 
opportunity. 

Tebow was 3-for-16 for 45 yards passing during the first three quarters and then 

15-20 for 163 yards in the fourth. On their first scoring drive, Tebow went 7-for-7 
for 63 yards, including a scrambling 10-yard pass to Demaryius Thomas for a wide-

open touchdown, exploiting the Cover 2 coverage. Cornerback Zach Bowman 
jammed Thomas at the line and held his ground for the running back. Safety Chris 
Conte never picked up Thomas. Thomas then made big catches on the game-tying 

and game-winning drives. 

Okoye said the altitude definitely had an effect all game as guys struggled to catch 
their breath. For whatever reason, the defense just hasn't come up with game-

changing plays.  

"They came up with a critical turnover and we couldn't match that," he said. "Our 
defense is supposed to match that, we feel like we're the best defense on the field 

whenever we play anybody and we just couldn't get it done." 

After the game was over, the cavernous visiting locker room was hospital quiet. 
Henry Melton sat in his grass-stained uniform. Next to him, Okoye, a prime of 

example of living a virtuous life, was staring at the ceiling, as if to ask a higher 
power what more he needs to do. There was a sense of barely controlled anger in 
the air. Not at any one person, but just the events that unfolded. 

"We gave it away," Devin Hester said. "We were up 10 points."  

Of course, the one guy everyone wanted to talk to was gone, his locker cleaned 

out. Barber made a spectacular, diving catch in overtime, but three plays later, he 
fumbled, stripped by Wesley Woodyard as he fought for more yards on third-and-7 

in Denver territory. Nine plays later, the Broncos won it. 

Barber has made it known since he arrived in training camp that he doesn't speak 
to the media, which is bizarre to a degree, but no one has much cared, since he's 

the backup running back.  
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But now, since he's starting for the injured Matt Forte, he should be fined for 
skipping this postgame session. I asked Kahlil Bell if he knew why Barber ran out of 

bounds  

"You have to ask him," he said.  

Bell, and the rest of Barber's teammates, gamely stuck up for the silent veteran.  

"That was tough," Hanie said. "You always want to stay inbounds in those 
situations. … That didn't lose the game for us. We lost it by not scoring more 

points." 

"Marion Barber is a heck of a football player. And Marion Barber is going to help us 
get into the playoffs," Briggs said. "He made two [bad] plays today. Things happen. 

They happen to all of us." 

That's the rub. Barber ran hard all game, finishing with 108 yards on 27 carries for 
a team that needed a big performance from the running game. He scored the 

team's first touchdown since the Oakland loss on a 9-yard run in the third quarter, 
breaking a 0-0 stalemate that had bored us into submission.  

The first three quarters were rendered meaningless by the wild end of the game 
and as it turned out, Tebow was the hero and Barber was the goat. 

"If you believe, unbelievable things can sometimes be possible," Tebow said. 

I believe in Tebow and the Broncos now. As for the Bears, I don't believe they have 
a prayer. 
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Brian Dawkins exits with neck injury 
 

ESPN.com  

December 11, 2011 

DENVER-- Broncos cornerback Andre' Goodman joined safety Brian Dawkins on the 
sideline, leaving the game Sunday against Chicago with a concussion. 

Goodman was banged up while trying to bring down Marion Barber in the third 

quarter. 

Dawkins hurt his neck on a play late in the first quarter when he appeared to collide 
with teammate Robert Ayers as they tackled Barber. Dawkins stayed down on the 
turf for a few minutes before walking off the field on his own. 

Dawkins paced the sideline in a hooded sweat shirt during the second half, giving 
pointers to rookie safeties Rahim Moore and Quinton Carter. 

The Broncos won again, stunning the Bears 13-10 in overtime. 
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Broncos may avoid 1st-round QB 
 

By Chris Mortensen 

ESPN.com 

December 12, 2011 

If Tim Tebow continues to show improvement and leads the Broncos to the 
playoffs, the franchise is likely to commit to him as its starting quarterback in 2012 

and not automatically use a first-round draft pick on another quarterback, 
according to team sources. 

Any commitment to Tebow as a starter does not mean the Broncos will ignore the 
quarterback position in the offseason because Denver only has Tebow and rookie 

Adam Weber under contract beyond this season. Backup quarterback Brady Quinn 
will be a free agent in March. 

If Denver commits to Tebow as a starter, the Broncos will "draft the best player 

available" regardless of position, a source said, whereas the organization and 
executive vice president of football operations John Elway had expected to use a 

first-round pick on a quarterback in April's draft. 

"If the best player is a cornerback, then that's who we'll take; if the best player is a 
quarterback, then that's who we'll take," said a team source. "But the way (Tebow) 
is making strides as a quarterback -- not just the winning part -- it means we won't 

have to force it." 

The source said the Broncos will still add a quarterback either in free agency of 
through the draft "to build depth, but Tim is closer to building a comfort level that 

we can go forward with him." 

With Tebow at the helm, the Broncos have won six straight, seven of their last eight 
and are currently alone in first atop the AFC West, despite getting off to a 1-4 start. 

Tebow led the Broncos to a 13-10 overtime victory over the Chicago Bears on 
Sunday. 

Tebow has also done a remarkable job protecting the football, throwing one 

interception in 158 pass attempts entering play Sunday. 

"You can't call it fait accompli but it's quite a turnound from where we were a 
month or two ago," one team source said. 
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Saints pass much-needed test with win over 

Titans; more Snaps  

By Don Banks 

SI.com 

GREEN BAY, Wis. -- Musings, observations and the occasional insight in a Week 14 

that had more than its share of frantic finishes, like the ones that unfolded in 

Washington, Tennessee, Cincinnati and Detroit... 

• Don't make the mistake of trying to grade the Saints' 22-17 cliff-hanger of a win 
at Tennessee in aesthetic terms. It wasn't pretty, but it was effective and 

potentially valuable. New Orleans needed this kind of gritty victory: outdoors, in 
December, against a quality opponent, on a day when the Saints offense played 
well but was missing its "A'' game in the red zone. 

Because if Sean Payton's team intends to fight its way back indoors in early 

February, for the big Roman numeraled affair in Indianapolis, it's going to have to 
prove it can win outside in January, in the hostile environments that likely await in 
San Francisco and Green Bay. 

And that's where Sunday came in handy, as a confidence-builder for a Saints team 

that likely is going to have to deal with adversity, second-half lead changes and 
momentum swings, and perhaps the kind of furious finish that its win over the 
Titans (7-6) featured. 

Maybe the Saints aren't the same team outdoors as they are in their home dome, 

but that doesn't mean they can't still prevail in harsher, less comfortable conditions. 
Against the wild-card contending Titans, New Orleans showed some mettle in 
turning in a strong defensive performance, especially against the run, which has 

been a weakness at times this season. The rejuvenated Chris Johnson looked a lot 
like the sluggish CJ of the season's first 10 weeks or so, gaining just 23 yards on 11 

carries against the Saints, with a long gain of 9. 

Even more inspiring by the Saints was a late-game fourth-and-1 stop of Tennessee 

on a Jake Locker sneak attempt, a play that gave the ball back to New Orleans at 
the their own 24 with 2:18 remaining. That stuff didn't ice the game, but it showed 

that the Saints defense has a backbone, a perception that was then reinforced 
when New Orleans stiffened and turned the Titans away on the final three plays of 
the game from the Saints 5. 

WHO CAN STOP THE PACKERS? 

You have to feel better about the Saints in the NFC playoffs as a No. 3 seed after 
this win, because on a day where Drew Brees and Co. drove the ball all game but 

didn't dent the end zone until the fourth quarter, they still found a way to scratch 
out 114 yards on the ground (on 26 carries, for a 4.4 average) and hang 22 points 
on the board.  

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2011/writers/don_banks/12/11/packers.raiders/index.html


Add it all up: Solid defense, a reliable running game and quality special teams work 
usually constitute a handy blueprint for playoff-style football. If New Orleans 

couldn't get that done in Tennessee, what hope did it really have for handling the 
49ers or Packers on the road next month? 

Alas, the Saints' win did feature some of the components that we've come to expect 
every week from New Orleans. Roof or no roof, grass or turf, Brees threw for 337 

yards on 36 of 47 passing, with at least one touchdown pass in his 40th consecutive 
game. Brees had two big scoring strikes of 35 and 28 yards to receiver Marques 

Colston in the fourth quarter, and that tandem seemingly could connect on asphalt 
or quick sand. 

To be sure, New Orleans had its road issues earlier this year, losing at Green Bay, 
Tampa Bay and St. Louis in the first eight weeks of the season. But the Saints are 

now 4-3 on the road, and they've won five games in a row to improve to 10-3, 
giving Payton his third consecutive double-digit win season in New Orleans, and 
fourth overall. 

It wasn't a masterpiece, but Sunday in Nashville was just what the doctor ordered 
for New Orleans, as it begins its preparation for January. For a Saints team that 

hadn't played outside since Week 6 at Tampa Bay, and hadn't won outdoors since 
Week 5 at Carolina, the fresh air did them some good. 

• Let's give it up for the Houston Texans, who clinched their first playoff berth, won 
their first division title, and earned their first 10-win season, all in one fell swoop on 

a memorable Sunday afternoon in Cincinnati. The Texans have won seven in a row, 
but arguably none of them were more improbable than Houston's 20-19 comeback 

victory against the Bengals, which wasn't settled until Kevin Walter's six-yard 
touchdown catch with two seconds remaining. The Texans had trailed 16-3 at the 
half, and 19-10 entering the fourth quarter. 

And move over, Tim Tebow, at least a little bit, because the NFL has another young 

quarterback hero who's turning into a Cinderella story. Houston rookie T.J. Yates 
led the Texans on their history-making, game-winning drive, keeping the march 
alive with a 17-yard scramble on third-and-15. Yates started slowly against the 

Bengals, but finished on fire, completing 26 of 44 passes for 300 yards, two 
touchdowns and an interception. Not bad work for your second career start. 

Like the rest of the AFC elite class (Steelers, Ravens and Patriots) did in Week 14, 
the Texans improved to 10-3 with their win. That keeps them in the fight for a first-

round bye and a divisional-round home game, and Houston may make things more 
interesting than I first anticipated in the playoffs in that scenario. No matter what 

transpires, these are the best of days for the 10-year-old Texans, and the long wait 
for some renewed football glory in Houston is officially over.  

• Pop quiz: When was the last season Houston made the NFL playoffs? If you said 
1993, give yourself a gold star. That was the final chapter of seven consecutive 

postseason berths for the Houston Oilers, who were coached by Jack Pardee and 
quarterbacked by Warren Moon. The Oilers missed the playoffs in their last three 



seasons in Houston, left town for Tennessee in 1997, and it took the expansion 
Texans from 2002 until 2011 to get invited to the dance. 

• I meant it when I said there were some frantic finishes to Sunday's early games. 

In four instances a team was trailing by a touchdown or less inside of their 
opponent's 10-yard line with fewer than 30 seconds remaining: Washington at 
home against New England; Tennessee at home against New Orleans; Minnesota at 

Detroit; and Houston at Cincinnati. 

Only the Texans finished the deal and won, thanks to Yates' touchdown pass to 
Walter. In Washington, Rex Grossman had a pass go through the hands of receiver 
Santana Moss and get picked off by Patriots linebacker Jerod Mayo with 22 seconds 

remaining. In Nashville, Locker absorbed a three-yard sack as time expired at the 
Saints 5. And in Detroit, the Lions survived when Vikings second-year quarterback 

Joe Webb fumbled deep in Detroit territory, setting off a Keystone Kops-style chase 
for the bouncing ball as time expired. 

• Speaking of the final play of the Lions' razor's edge victory over Minnesota, how 
does the NFL explain the officials missing that blatant facemask that went uncalled 
against Detroit linebacker DeAndre Levy, who snapped Webb's head around rather 

severely? 

The play brought to mind memories of the 2009 playoffs, when Aaron Rodgers had 
his facemask ripped by Cardinals safety Michael Adams and fumbled a ball that 
Karlos Dansby gathered and returned for the game-winning overtime score. What's 

wrong with adding that kind of play to the list of those that can be reviewed? I'm 
sure the Vikings would vote for passage about now. 

• The Patriots survived a slug-fest in Washington, but there was nearly a slug-fest 
of a different sort on the New England sideline, when quarterback Tom Brady and 

offensive coordinator Bill O'Brien took turns screaming at each other in the wake of 
Brady throwing a fourth-quarter end zone interception to Redskins cornerback Josh 

Wilson. 

Brady seemed to be ticked off at the effort or execution by Patriots receiver Tiquan 

Underwood on the pick, and O'Brien seemed to be taking issue with Brady's 
decision-making on the throw. Whatever the case, it got heated enough that 

Patriots head coach Bill Belichick eventually had to come over to help cool things 
down. 

Belichick, the voice of reason. That's when you know we're through the looking 
glass. 

• New England doesn't want to take its bend-but-don't-break approach on defense 
any further than it did against the Redskins. Washington rolled up 463 yards of 

offense, held the ball for 36-plus minutes, and could easily have upset the Patriots 
without a few costly penalties and drops. 

When you factor in the 21 points New England gave up to Indy last week in the 
fourth quarter of the Patriots' 31-24 win, and the 27 points the Redskins scored in 



Sunday's first two and a half quarters, that's a 48-point onslaught New England's 
defense allowed in about 52 minutes or so of action. 

That won't get it done come playoff time in Foxboro. Belichick has some things to 

fix on defense in New England, and he's running out of time to make it happen. 

• Another day, another monster game from Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski, who 

snagged six passes for 160 yards and two more touchdowns, making him the 
league's all-time record holder for most TDs by a tight end in one season (15). 

Is there a tougher one-on-one matchup in the league right now than the Patriots' 
second-year tight end? Defenders simply can't tackle him, and on the second of his 

two touchdowns in Washington, Gronkowski pulled away from the grasp of Redskins 
outside linebacker Ryan Kerrigan like the rookie was standing still. 

• Jake Locker and Tennessee's comeback against the Saints came up short, but the 
Titans rookie quarterback has some moxie to him. He's still a bit raw at times, but 

you can tell he scares a defense, and he's got impressive presence at this stage of 
his development. 

I hope Locker gets a chance to start a game this season in Tennessee, because his 
13 of 29 passing for 282 yards and a touchdown against New Orleans showed real 

promise. 

• The Falcons woke up in time to get out of Carolina with a hugely critical win, but I 

still can't figure Atlanta out this season. Their inconsistency has become their most 
consistent trait. 

Atlanta trailed the Panthers 23-7 at halftime and looked headed for a second 
straight lackluster road loss. But the Falcons scored the game's final 24 points in 

the second half, with Matt Ryan throwing three of his four touchdown passes in the 
final 30 minutes. Roddy White, Jacquizz Rodgers and Julio Jones (two) all had 
touchdown catches for the Falcons, just like they drew it up this offseason. 

At 8-5, Atlanta is headed for 10 wins and an NFC wild-card berth because Mike 

Smith's streaky club still has home games against Jacksonville and Tampa Bay 
(both 4-9). 

• Last week, it was the NFC wild-card contenders who didn't seem to want it, with 
Detroit, Chicago, Atlanta and the Giants all losing, as well as NFC East leading 

Dallas. But this week it was the AFC wild-card contenders who came up small. The 
Jets managed to win at home against punchless Kansas City, but the Bengals, 
Titans and Raiders all came up small. 

It's playoff drives in reverse. 

• The Jets are going to the playoffs again, but for the second year in a row, it'll be 
without valuable safety Jim Leonhard, who will reportedly miss the rest of the 

season after blowing out his right knee in the win over Kansas City. 



Leonhard is a versatile talent, and he's responsible for making defensive on-field 
calls for Rex Ryan's team. He won't be easily replaced, but at least the Jets have 

some experience playing down the stretch and in the postseason without him. 
Leonhard broke his leg in practice last year and missed the final five games and the 

playoffs. His absence was cited as one of the factors that weakened New York in its 
bid to overtake New England in the AFC East last December. 

Without Leonhard, who is one of the Jets' team leaders, look for either Eric Smith or 
Brodney Pool to fill his safety slot, and rookie Jeremy Kerley will likely resume 

returning punts. Leonhard just took that job back in recent weeks after Kerley had 
fumbling issues. 

• Said it last week, too, but the Broncos are going to the playoffs. Book it. Their win 
at home against Chicago combined with Oakland getting routed at Green Bay 

means Denver has a commanding lead in the AFC West. The Broncos are 8-5 and 
the Raiders are 7-6, with Denver also holding the tiebreaker over Oakland based on 
a superior AFC record. That amounts to a two-game lead in the division with three 

games remaining. 

Tebow Time and playoff time, one and the same. Can't wait.  

• And break up the Cardinals. Arizona (6-7) has won five out of six, and it just 

stunned the 49ers, beating the NFC's No. 2 (at the moment) 21-19 in Glendale. San 
Francisco (10-3) blew a 19-7 lead and has lost two of its past three games, perhaps 
portending a quick playoff exit. 

The 49ers loss is great news for the Saints, who now need to pick up just one more 

game on San Francisco to leapfrog Jim Harbaugh's team into the No. 2 seed slot in 
the NFC. 

• The "Good'' Eagles made a return showing for their game at Miami on Sunday, 
and believe it or not, there's still some hope for Philadelphia in the NFC East race. 

The Eagles are 5-8, and would have to win at home next week against the Jets, at 
Dallas in Week 16 and home against Washington in Week 17. Then they'd need 
some help. How much help? If Dallas (7-6) loses two of its last three, and the 

Giants (7-6) go 1-2, the 8-8 Eagles would win the division. 

Remarkable. And not entirely implausible. 

• I don't think Raheem Morris can survive this meltdown in Tampa Bay. That's 

seven losses in a row for the Bucs (4-9), and if you can make the Jaguars look like 
they have a potent offense, things are furiously headed south for you. 

• Speaking of anemic, did I read that right, that Kansas City had four yards of 
offense in the first half of its loss to the Jets? Four? Palko Fever. Catch it. 

 
 

 



TV analyst Boomer Esiason backpedals on Tim 
Tebow analysis 

By Michael McCarthy 

USA TODAY 
December 12, 2011 

Tim Tebow won over his harshest TV critic before he led another fourth-quarter 

comeback. Boomer Esiason of CBS' The NFL Today admitted Sunday that he was 
wrong in his preseason judgment of the Denver Broncos quarterback. 

By Michael McCarthy 

Tim Tebow threw for 236 yards and ran for 49 more in the Broncos' 13-10 overtime 

win over the Bears Sunday. Boomer Esiason said Sunday he's buying into Tebow. 

"I bought in to Tim Tebow; that's all I can tell you. He's a great guy; he's a great 
player in the fourth quarter," Esiason said. That was an about-face from the former 
quarterback's assessment in August: "He can't play. He can't throw." 

Merril Hoge maintained that Tebow had "massive flaws" on ESPN's Sunday NFL 

Countdown. "Why are they able to win? They hide those flaws." 

Tebow ran his record to 7-1 as a starter this season after leading a come-from-
behind, 13-10 overtime win against the Chicago Bears. 

"If you were not a believer coming into this game, you have to be now," Fox's Daryl 

Johnston said. 

'Don't call me':Fox NFL Sunday's Terry Bradshaw said Archie Manning should stop 
meddling in the careers of sons Peyton and Eli. He told viewers he got an earful 

from Archie after criticizing the Indianapolis Colts' Peyton on the show. 

"Don't call me tomorrow, Archie," Bradshaw said. "I thank God that I have a father 
that stayed out of my football career, let me be a man, take my lumps and make 

something out of my life." 

The Manning debate: CBS' Bill Cowher said the Colts should trade Manning and 
draft Andrew Luck. Shannon Sharpe disagreed, saying, "There's no way on God's 
green earth I'm trading Peyton Manning for an unproven commodity." 

Top quotes: ESPN's Mike Lupica on David Stern nixing the Chris Paul trade to the 
Los Angeles Lakers on The Sports Reporters: "One of the most outrageously dumb 
decisions I've seen a major commissioner make." … NFL Network's Marshall Faulk 

on whether he trusts the New York Giants' Eli Manning over the Dallas Cowboys' 
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Tony Romo: "I'll trust any Manning. I'll take Archie and (oldest son) Cooper right 
now over Romo." 

Around the dial: CBS' coverage of the Army-Navy game Saturday drew an 

overnight TV rating of 4.0, up 14% from last year. 

What was he thinking department? Shaking my head over Xavier men's 
basketball player Tu Holloway's postgame news conference after his school's brawl 

with Cincinnati in a game Saturday on ESPN2. Instead of being sorry, he sounded 
as if he was auditioning for a gangster flick. "We've got a whole bunch of gangsters 

in the locker room, not thugs but tough guys on the court," he said. "We went out 
there and zipped them up at the end of the game. That's our motto: Zip 'em up." 
He was suspended Sunday and apologized. Coach Chris Mack said he shouldn't 

have allowed his players to speak so soon afterward. 

  



Tebow, Broncos defeat Bears 13-10, grab 1st 
place 

By Vicki Michaelis 

USA TODAY 
December 12, 2011 

DENVER – Denver Broncos fans might not want to admit this, but the first three 

quarters of every Broncos game have become a fine time to tend to the weekend 
to-do list. 

Tebow Time doesn't start until sometime in the fourth. That was the case again 
Sunday, as the Broncos scored 10 points in the final 2:08 of regulation to tie the 

Chicago Bears, then won the game in overtime 13-10, on a Matt Prater 51-yard 
field goal. 

"We are rewriting the book on 'keep fighting,' " Broncos coach John Fox said. 

Tim Tebow has led the Broncos to five fourth-quarter comebacks since replacing 

Kyle Orton at starting quarterback eight games ago, when Denver was 1-4. 

"I guess I've just got to get to the stadium and start practicing a little bit earlier," 
Tebow said. 

The win is Denver's sixth in a row, and secures the Broncos (8-5) the AFC West 

lead, which they shared with Oakland entering Sunday's games. Chicago dropped to 
7-6, further clouding its playoff chances. 

The Broncos could be playoff bound, but the only prediction coming out of Denver 

locker room Sunday was this: "I'm definitely going to be going bald by the end of 
the season," said the 27-year-old Prater, who has made four game-winning field 
goals this season. "Bald or gray, one of the two." 

Denver could have made Sunday's game much less of a heart-stopper but muffed 
two scoring chances earlier in the game. A 28-yard attempt by Prater was blocked 
in the second quarter. In the third quarter, Broncos receiver Demaryius Thomas 

broke away from coverage near the end zone but let a deep pass slip from Tebow 
through his hands. 

Tebow said he told Thomas not to worry about it, that Thomas would score the 

game-winning touchdown. 

The prediction was off, but not by much. 
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With 4:34 left in regulation, the Broncos were trailing 10-0. Tebow completed seven 
straight passes to lead Denver on a 63-yard scoring drive, capped by two 

receptions by Thomas. The 10-yard touchdown catch came with 2:08 remaining. 

"It was just a big relief," Thomas said. 

Chicago, still leading by three points, lost the opportunity to run off time on the 
clock when running back Marion Barber, starting in place of the injured Matt Forte, 

ran out of bounds with less than two minutes left in regulation. 

"I might have thanked the Lord when he did that," Tebow said. 

Tebow and the Broncos offense regained possession with 53 seconds left. Tebow 
completed three passes to put the Broncos in field-goal range, then Prater kicked a 

career record-tying 59-yarder with eight seconds left to send the game into 
overtime. 

"You can't say enough about Prater and how clutch he is," Tebow said. 

Two minutes into overtime, with the Bears in field-goal range, Barber solidified his 

status as the game's goat, as Broncos defenders stripped the ball away from him. 
Barber was not available for comment after the game. 

"In that situation, a lot of things are going through your head," fellow Chicago 

running Kahlil Bell said. "I didn't really know what to think." 

After Barber's fumble, Tebow used a mix of his trademark runs and passes to set 
up Prater's winning field goal. 

"My teammates made me look a lot better than I am," said Tebow, who completed 

21 of 40 passes for 236 yards and was the Broncos' leading rusher with 49 yards. 

The Broncos are making everyone look twice, and making clutch time must-see 
television. 

"This has been a fun ride," Fox said. "I don't think we are done yet." 

Monday December 12, 2011 - 3:35 AM 
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Knock Tebow all you want, but QB is leading 

Denver to division title 
 

By Clark Judge  

CBSSports.com  

December 11, 2011 

DENVER -- One month ago people started questioning how far Denver could go with 

Tim Tebow and an offense that seemed closer to the single wing than anything out 

of the 21st-century. Well, now they have their answer: Far enough to make the 

playoffs.  

With Sunday's come-from behind 13-10 overtime defeat of Chicago, the Broncos 
are in position to steal the AFC West. All they must do is win two of their next three 

-- and with Buffalo and Kansas City on the schedule I'd say that's more than likely.  

I'd say you can book it.  

Look, maybe Denver's not your idea of what a playoff team should look like, but 
people keep telling me Tebow isn't their definition of what an NFL quarterback 

should like, either. Fine. That's your opinion. But the facts speak for themselves, 
and the fact is that since Tebow stepped in at quarterback the Denver Broncos are 

7-1.  

Sunday's triumph was the latest in a string of remarkable victories that Tebow 
described as "something of a whirlwind." It started when Denver trailed by 10 with 
under four minutes to go and ended with Matt Prater's second field goal -- this one 

a 51-yarder that clinched Denver's sixth straight win and third in overtime.  

"I think we're rewriting the book on 'Keep fighting,'" said winning coach John Fox. 
"Our guys never blink."  

Some people will blame it on Marion Barber's fumble in overtime. Or maybe it was 

Marion Barber running out of bounds with just under two minutes left and Denver 
out of timeouts. All I know is that Denver ... no, Tebow and a never-say-die 

defense ... pulled out another improbable victory, and maybe it's time we recognize 
the Broncos for what they are -- a playoff team waiting to happen.  

They have New England here next week, and let's say they lose. OK, that could 
make them tied with Oakland again, provided the Raiders beat Detroit. But the 

Broncos hold the tiebreaker, which means they hold a half-game lead. It also 
means if they can close out Buffalo on the road and Kansas City at home they reach 

the playoffs.  
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Buffalo hasn't won in its last six games. Plus, the Broncos won their last five on the 
road -- or since Tebow took over. And Kansas City? The Chiefs are DOA, dropping 

five of their last six.  

Beating them puts Denver in the playoffs, and tell me this doesn't remind you of 
the 2003 Carolina Panthers, the team Fox coached before he came here. That was 

a club that pulled out last-minute victories with a quarterback (Jake Delhomme) 
critics loved to hate. Yet they won, and they won all the way to the Super Bowl.  

I'm not saying Denver makes it to the Super Bowl. But I am saying that it's time to 

acknowledge these guys as someone for what they are -- a team that refuses to go 
away.  

"It does remind me a little of that team," Fox said. "They called us the 'Cardiac 
Cats.' I really don't know what they call us. But this team's found a way to do it. 

It's been a blast."  

It's also unconventional. I mean, in most of these games Denver doesn't do much 
until the fourth quarter -- and then late in the fourth quarter. This game was no 

exception, with the Broncos first scoring with only 2:08 left. But then Barber came 
to the rescue, Tebow found a way to put Prater in position for a game-tying field 

goal, and, suddenly, it was Tebow Time all over again ... and you know how that 
story ends.  

"I don't think it's Tebow Time," said the winning quarterback. "I just think it's 
Broncos Time. The team steps up, and we continue to trust each other -- and that 

makes all the difference in the world."  

Go ahead and snicker. All I know is that it works. The Broncos are in first in the AFC 
West, and nobody can figure out how to solve them. Oakland was ahead of them, 

but it lost. Minnesota was ahead of them, but it lost, too. So did San Diego. And the 
New York Jets, Miami and, now, Chicago. So knock Tebow, the passing game and 

the Broncos' style of play.  

It works.  

"You can't really explain how we're doing it," said wide receiver Eric Decker. "We're 
just doing it."  

Precisely. This isn't a game of style points. It's one of wins and losses, and the 

Broncos are 7-1 with Tim Tebow. They're 1-4 without him. What about that is so 
difficult to understand? These guys win, and so they win in unpredictable ways; so 
they win when others "blink," as Fox put it. Bottom line: They win, and their 

opponents don't.  



"We'll take it," Fox said. "I don't know if they kind of wait until it's, 'Oh, man, we 
might lose this game,' and then they start playing. You'd have to ask them. I just 

know that it's aging my quickly."  

Imagine what it's doing to their opponents. No, don't. We already know. Chicago 
just lost a game it should have won, and, afterward, linebacker Brian Urlacher 

called Tebow "a good running back." Please. If that's the case, why did Chicago let 
that "running back" complete 10 of his last 13 passes in regulation -- including one 

spike to kill the clock -- and another three in overtime?  

The guy threw for 236 yards, but 130 were on the decisive last three drives -- with 
all three punctuated by scores.  

Yeah, some running back.  

"I think he's huge," said Fox. "I want to give Tim a lot of credit, but there are a lot 

of guys in there that are pretty special. I think that's what good teams do."  

And, in the end, that's what the Denver Broncos are. I don't give a rip that it takes 
Tebow and the offense 55 minutes to wake up. I don't care that Denver sometimes 
needs help from others, either. All I care about is that the Broncos succeed. Once 

people thought their string of victories was an aberration, with one writer calling it 
"a mirage."  

Well, this just in: Seven wins in eight games is no mirage. It's a trend. And it has 

Denver on top of its division.  

"If you believe the unbelievable," said Tebow, "things can be possible. I think that's 
pretty special that we have a team that constantly believe and believes in each 

other. Great things are only possible if you're under very tough circumstances.  

"That is the character quality of a good team. When it is clutch, and you need 
competitive greatness, you have to step up and you have to make plays. If you're 
able to do it when it really matters, usually you can find a way to win."  

The Denver Broncos did. Again. So it's time to start knocking them and start 
acknowledging what's going on here. And what's going on is that the Denver 
Broncos are on their way to the playoffs.  

 

  



Week 14 Judgements: Forte's absence felt as 

Bears falter late 
 

By Clark Judge  

CBSSports.com Senior NFL Columnist  

December 12, 2011 

 

1. Finally, Chicago understands just how valuable Matt Forte is to the Bears 

because even when he doesn't play he decides ballgames. I mean, if Forte were 

playing Sunday do you honestly think he would've run out of bounds with just 

under two minutes left and the Broncos out of timeouts? Or how about fumbling in 

overtime when the Bears were within Robbie Gould's range? No frickin' way. But 

Barber did, and don't ask me why. Don't ask Marion, either. He wasn't around to 

explain himself to reporters. "We gave it away," returner Devin Hester moaned. I'd 

say that about sums it up. The killer, though, was Barber going out of bounds. Talk 

about dumb. He kept 40 seconds on the clock ... time Denver wouldn't have had on 

its game-tying drive in the last 56 seconds. "I might have thanked the Lord when 

he did that," Tim Tebow said. He should.  

2. And while we're on the subject ... what in the world was Chicago doing having 

Barber run wide, anyway? I know, the guy never should have gone out of bounds, 
but he did. When you run wide you risk something stupid happening. And 

something did.  

3. Talk about sore losers. Tebow finds a way to win again, and, afterward, Chicago 
linebacker Brian Urlacher calls him "a good running back." No, Matt Forte is a good 

running back. Tim Tebow is a quarterback who was 13 for 17 for 130 yards on 
Denver's last drives -- all of which ended in scores -- and, yeah, I'd say that's good. 
If Chicago is a premier defense -- and I think we agree it is -- how does a "good 

running back" beat it with accurate passes when it matters most? That question is 
for you, Brian Urlacher.  

4. It's not just that Houston clinched a first-ever playoff spot that makes Sunday's 

victory so significant. It's how the Texans did it -- with rookie quarterback T.J. 
Yates making the game-winning play with two seconds left. Yates overcame a 16-3 

deficit and threw for 300 yards to get there. But he isn't the only guy who takes a 
bow. So should his head coach. Gary Kubiak overcame a raft of adversity this 
season to get where he ... and the Texans ... are.  

5. My take on the Tom Brady sideline row with offensive coordinator Bill O'Brien: 

It's a signal of how much pressure the guy's under because of a defense that has 
more holes than Storrow Drive. Brady must always, always, always be Tom Terrific 

to keep New England afloat. And when he's not? When he misses a pass or throws 
an interception he shouldn't? Well, you saw what happened.  
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6. Yeah, that was a nice play to force Joe Webb's last-play fumble in Detroit, but 
how did officials miss the DeAndre Levy facemask penalty? I don't like complaining 

about officiating, but it's been awful this year. Someone tell Carl Johnson, the 
league's vice president of officiating, we want an explanation.  

7. The best thing that ever happened to Green Bay was the 2007 New England 

Patriots. It takes the pressure off a 16-0 finish because ... well, because it's already 
been done.  

8. Enough is enough. The league should suspend Pittsburgh's James Harrison. Fines 

don't seem to get his attention. Let's see if a suspension will.  

9. Seeing is believing, and seeing the Dallas secondary is knowing how much it 
stinks. Granted, Eli Manning was sharp, but there were guys open all night. Tony 
Romo isn't keeping the Cowboys down; that porous pass defense is.  

10. It's time to pay attention to New Orleans, and not just because the Saints are 
on a five-game roll. Nope, it's because they don't play outdoors again, either, with 
two of their last three at home where the Saints haven't lost.  

11. I'll tell you why Ben Roethlisberger's high-ankle sprain is a big deal: Because 

the Steelers are a half-game behind Baltimore. So say the Steelers sit 
Roethlisberger vs. San Francisco and lose. Then they must count on Baltimore to 

lose two of its last three, and with San Diego, Cleveland and Cincinnati left I don't 
think that happens.  

12. I want to meet that personnel director ESPN claims prefers Robert Griffin III to 

Andrew Luck. Luck is, should be and will be the first pick of the draft. Period.  

13. Someone please tell me what injury Philip Rivers is hiding. In his last two starts 
he has seven touchdowns and no interceptions.  

14. When Cam Newton said his teammates "need to get on [his] level," I assume 
that interceptions like the one he launched with his non-throwing hand were not 

what he had in mind.  

15. Watching Jerry Jones' response to that last-second block of a Dan Bailey field 
goal, I have to believe that first-year coach Jason Garrett could be in trouble. The 

reason? Jeff Fisher is available, and he and Jones have been long-time allies.  

FIVE THINGS I LIKE  

1. The NFL's decision to eliminate coast-to-coast travel for Thursday night 
games. Hallelujah. I've been hammering this subject all season. Finally, someone 

got a clue. Maybe it had to do something with those 13 teams that, in the last 15 
years, had to travel at least 15,000 miles to play Thursday night games after 

Sunday. They were 0-13. Now, the league should take one more step and play 
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Thursday night games following byes for the teams involved. It makes so much 
sense that players would welcome it.  

2. Eli Manning in the fourth quarter. The guy leads the league in fourth-quarter 

passing, but, better yet, he has six fourth-quarter comebacks this season. This one, 
though, might've been his best. The Giants were down by 12 but somehow, some 

way, pulled out an improbable win. Cowboys defensive coordinator Rob Ryan 
might've gotten this one right when he said Manning's an elite quarterback.  

3. Norv Turner's call for a fake punt. It's not uncommon for Turner to be ripped 

for conservative play-calling, so let's applaud the guy when he takes a chance and 
it works. Turner went out on the ledge Sunday when he called for a fake punt on 
fourth-and-2 at the San Diego 30, with the Chargers holding a six-point lead. Eric 

Weddle got the first down, the series ended with a touchdown and the Chargers 
went on to win easily. Nice call, Norv.  

4. Philadelphia's chance to determine someone's fate in New York. The 

Eagles play the Jets next weekend. Then they move on to play Dallas on Dec. 24. 
Don't tell me they're not a playoff factor because they are ... and people in the 
greater New York area are about to find out.  

5. The job Ken Whisenhunt is doing in Arizona. It doesn't matter if it's John 
Skelton or Kevin Kolb at quarterback. Whisenhunt is winning with both. The Cards 
won five of their last six, including defeats of Dallas and San Francisco the past two 

weeks, and that's why Whisenhunt makes the big bucks, folks. Someone asked me 
last week if Whisenhunt was in trouble. My response: Get serious.  

FIVE THINGS I DON'T  

1. Tony Romo missing a wide-open Miles Austin down the stretch. The 

Cowboys were up by five when Romo floated a third-down pass to Austin, who had 
beaten the coverage. It was the perfect call, and it would've worked ... if the ball 

wasn't overthrown. I don't know if Austin's hamstring injury prevented him from 
stretching out. All I know is the pass was too far and that it could've closed the 
door on New York. I also know it's time to get ready for another week of Romo 

bashing.  

2. The Jets' chances to run the table. They're not a good road team, and they 
must win in Philadelphia (possible) and win in Miami in the season finale (iffy). The 

Eagles are 1-5 at home and 1-8 dating back to last year, so let's say the Jets win 
there. How do you like their chances vs. the Giants at home or the Dolphins in 
Miami? The Dolphins have nothing to play for, but eliminating the Jets from the 

playoffs would qualify. And their chances just got a lift from what appears to be 
another season-ending knee injury to safety Jim Leonhard.  

3. Raheem Morris' chance to return in Tampa Bay. Not only have the Bucs lost 

seven straight and eight of their last nine; they just got drilled by a Jacksonville 
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club that, until Sunday, hadn't scored more than 20 points in any game. That's not 
how you put people in the stands, Raheem.  

4. The knee injury to wide receiver Greg Jennings. Jennings left Sunday's 

game with what coach Mike McCarthy called a sprain, but stay tuned. Quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers said "it didn't look very good," and that's a potential blow to the 

league's best team. Unlike last season, the Packers have been relatively healthy. 
Now this happens. Not good.  

5. That fractured right ankle to DeMarco Murray. The rookie running back has 

been the MVP for the Cowboys, but now it appears he'll be lost for the season. 
Ouch. I'm with NBC's Tony Dungy: Stick a fork in Dallas. The Cowboys just blew a 
second straight game they should've won and haven't looked sharp in a month. 

Plus, they're 8-12 on or after Dec. 1 with Romo.  

FIVE GUYS WHO HAVE SOME 'SPLAINING TO DO  

1. Tennessee quarterback Jake Locker. You're down to one play, and you have 
five yards to go. You scramble. You can't find a receiver. So what can't you do? I'll 

tell you what you don't do: Take the sack. So why did you, Jake?  

2. Dallas coach Jason Garrett. I want to know why he let precious seconds tick 
off the clock after the Giants moved to the Cowboys' 1 with just over a minute left. 

TV showed owner Jerry Jones calling for a timeout. Heck, even Jones' daughter, 
Charlotte, was calling for one in the owners' box. But Garrett didn't, not until five to 
10 seconds ran off.  

3. Cincinnati defensive back Adam "Pacman" Jones. It was his pass 
interference penalty vs. Jacoby Jones that set up Houston's game-winning TD. 
Stupid is as stupid does.  

4. Dallas cornerback Frank Walker. It was his holding penalty that kept the 

Giants' game-winning drive going, and what's new? The Cowboys kept beating 
themselves all evening, with Walker and linebacker DeMarcus Ware committing two 

costly penalties down the stretch. Bailey didn't lose the game for Dallas; the 
Cowboys' defense did.  

5. Anyone with the Cleveland Browns. Bad enough the Browns haven't 
surrounded Colt McCoy with playmakers in his two years there. But now this? His 

father should be ticked. Concussions ARE a big deal, and it's time the memo 
reached Cleveland.  

JUST ASKING ...  

• Have the San Francisco 49ers hit the wall?  

• Whom do you trust more in the fourth quarter -- Tim Tebow or Eli Manning?  
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• Think Buffalo has buyer's remorse with Ryan Fitzpatrick?  

• How do you like the Raiders' playoff chances now?  

• Will the real Philadelphia Eagles please stand up?  

NUMBERS ON THE WALL  

1 –- Buffalo interceptions the last five games 

3-0 -- New York Giants' record in the new Dallas stadium 
4 -- Quarters that Matt Schaub, Arian Foster and Andre Johnson have played 

together this year 
4-14 -- Denver's record in its last 18 games before Tim Tebow stepped in 
5 -- Teams that overcame 12-point deficits to win 

6 -- Forced fumbles this season by Cliff Avril  
6 -- Times Carolina has lost after leading or being tied in the fourth quarter 

7 -- Tampa Bay turnovers Sunday 
9-1 -- Atlanta under Mike Smith vs. rookie quarterbacks 
80-30 -- Miami and Green Bay vs. Oakland the past two weeks  

MY FIVE BEST TEAMS  

1. Green Bay 

2. New Orleans 
3. Baltimore 

4. Pittsburgh 
5. Houston  

MY FIVE WORST TEAMS  

32. Indianapolis 

31. St. Louis 
30. Minnesota 
29. Cleveland 

28. Tampa Bay  

NEXT WEEK'S THREE BEST GAMES  

Detroit at Oakland ... NFL record for penalties in danger.  

New England at Denver ... Now it's Belichick, Brady vs. Tebowmania.  

Pittsburgh at San Francisco ... Big Ben ankle injury big deal for Steelers.  
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NBC’s Bob Costas says Tim Tebow among 

uplifting stories in sports  

 

By Bob Costas 

NBCSports.com 

December 11, 2011  

Let‘s face it. 

It‘s been a rough year in sports. From NFL to NBA lockouts to basketball brawls – 

abroad and at home – multiple sex scandals and beyond, sports fans could use a few 

reasons to cheer. 

Tim Tebow has offered the perfect escape. Whether you love to cheer against or for 

him, at least you‘re watching and enjoying (hopefully) his football games. Even more 

impressive, perhaps, Tebow has taken a largely irrelevant Denver Broncos team that 

few NFL fans cared about nationally – outside of the Mile High city – and transformed 

this team into must-see television. 

Tim Tebow, Matt Prater (former UCF kicker) and Denver‘s defense once again helped 

pull off another thrilling fourth quarter comeback, this time a 13-10 win against the 

injury-riddled Chicago Bears. That win marked the sixth consecutive win since Tim 

Tebow was named the Denver Broncos starter. 

During the Sunday night football broadcast on NBC, Bob Costas astutely pointed out 

that the only quarterback with a higher winning percentage this year than Tim Tebow is 

Aaron Rodgers of the Green Bay Packers. And the ever-popular subject of Tim Tebow‘s 

Christian beliefs came up again, but Costas seemed to approach this with a balanced 

view. 

Bob Costas – ―Still, there is no doubt that Tebow and his team benefit from his honest 

belief. How? Frank Bruni put it well in today’s New York Times. Whatever Tebow may 

lack in classic NFL quarterbacking traits, he possesses other qualities in abundance. And 

in his case, those qualities — confidence, equanimity, optimism — and a presence that 

can’t be explained, but can certainly be felt. The whole Tebow persona derives from 

how he sees the world, and his place in it. Those qualities, no matter how one comes by 

them, are an asset, perhaps especially in sports. 

Good for Tebow, and those who share his beliefs. And those who don’t can still 

acknowledge, and appreciate, that who Tim Tebow is, is not only genuine, but for the 

moment at least, it makes him and the Broncos, one of the most fascinating, and in 

whatever sense you interpret it, uplifting stories in sports.‖ 
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Tebowmania does it again: Broncos beat 

Bears in overtime 
 

By Michael David Smith 

NBCSports.com 

December 11, 2011 

Tim Tebow is blessed. Marion Barber is cursed. 

Tebowmania struck again in Denver today, as the Broncos beat the Bears 13-10 in 

overtime, to improve to 8-5 on the season — and 7-1 since Tebow became their 
starting quarterback. 

But as much as this game was about Tebow, it was about Barber, the Bears‘ 

running back whose two costly mistakes set up the Broncos‘ game-tying field goal 
at the end of the fourth quarter, and the Broncos‘ game-winning field goal in 

overtime. 

As usual, the Broncos fell behind on Sunday as Tebow struggled to get things going 
offensively. And as usual, Tebow came alive and made some big plays late in the 
fourth quarter. By now, that‘s so routine that we probably don‘t even need to say it 

— you can just assume that‘s what‘s going to happen in a Broncos game. 

But the specifics were even more unbelievable this time around: Tebow was 3-for-
16 for 45 yards, with no touchdowns and one interception, in the first three 

quarters. In the fourth quarter and overtime, he was 18-for-24 for 191 yards, with 
one touchdown and no interceptions. 

―This is an unbelievable feeling,‖ Tebow said afterward. ―You have something 

special when you have a team that nothing‘s going right but you continue to 
believe.‖ 

For the Bears, the heartbreaking loss will be blamed largely on Barber. Not only did 

Barber make a huge mistake with 1:55 remaining in the fourth quarter, running out 
of bounds when the Broncos were out of timeouts to give Denver just enough time 
for their game-tying field goal, but he also fumbled in overtime to give the Broncos 

the ball before their game-winning field goal. 

Special teams were huge in this game, and most of the way it was the Bears who 
were benefitting from big plays in the kicking game: Julius Peppers blocked a 

Denver field goal attempt, Bears kicker Robbie Gould nailed a 57-yard field goal in 
the fourth quarter, the Bears‘ only touchdown drive was set up by a long Devin 
Hester punt return, and the Bears recovered a Broncos onside kick with 2:05 

remaining. But special teams were also huge for the Broncos in the end, as Matt 
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Prater hit a 59-yard field goal to send the game into overtime and then a 51-yard 
field goal to win the game in overtime. 

But more than anything else, this game will be talked about as the latest 

installment of Tebowmania. At this point, even the greatest Tebow skeptics can‘t 
help but believe. 
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Denver's Religious Communities Rally Around 
Tim Tebow As He Pulls Off Another 'Miracle' 
Win 

Fox News.com 
December 11, 2011 

DENVER –  In Denver, where the Broncos are the closest thing to a universal 
religion, the faith for football is so fervent that it sometimes supersedes other 

beliefs -- especially since the arrival of Tim Tebow. 

Tebow has defied his skeptics in ways that might make even the most secular of 
pigskin purists consider the possibility of divine intervention. On Sunday, he led the 

Broncos to yet another comeback victory, as they rallied from a 10-0 deficit with 
2:08 remaining in the fourth quarter to beat the Chicago Bears 13-10 in overtime. 

The win was the Broncos' sixth straight and moved the team to 8-5 atop the AFC 

West. 

With the Broncos prospering under Tebow, different religious communities in 
Denver's metropolitan area have embraced the starting quarterback, even if their 

beliefs do not line up with his, The Wall Street Journal reported. 

The devout evangelical Christian, who is not shy about praying on the football field, 
has catalyzed such a pervasive conversation about the role of faith in public that 
some religious figures in Colorado's Front Range even consider Tebow fodder for 

the pulpit. 

On a recent evening, the rabbi at Denver's Temple Emanuel, Joe Black, was asked 
if he would ever sermonize about Tebow. 

"Oh, absolutely," he said. "Here's the sermon I would deliver and probably will 

deliver: Tim Tebow is broadcasting the fact that he believes in God. God is actively 
involved in his life. We call ourselves people of faith. Is that how we perceive God? 

And if not, how do we perceive God?" 

Another Denver rabbi, Temple Sinai's Rick Rheins, said he might feel "compelled" to 
preach about Tebow if the Broncos sneak into the playoffs. Then he reminded 
himself of this week's Torah portion. It is about Jacob wrestling with uncertainties 

of his own. 

"He's not the most accurate thrower in the world, and he obviously has 
questionable NFL quarterback skills, and yet he doesn't doubt himself," said Rheins. 
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Tebow's appeal stretches beyond Denver's Jewish population. Khaled Hamideh, the 
board's chairman at the Colorado Muslim Society, counts himself as a Tebow fan 

mostly because of the quarterback's winning pedigree. 

"I know I'm a Muslim and he's a Christian, but I admire somebody who thanks God 
for everything that he gave him," Hamideh said. "The team has rallied around him 

not because of his religious beliefs but because they believe this guy has something 
in him that pushes him the right way." 

A prominent area atheist also declared Tebow's displays fine by him. Boulder 

Atheists co-founder Marvin Straus does not follow sports closely. Still, he estimated 
that he has seen Tebow kneel "4,823 times" without objecting. 

"From my perspective, it's about as useful as an amulet during the Black Plague. 
But if I have the right to stand up in public and say there's no gods or devils or 

heaven or hell, he has the right to kneel in public, as long as he doesn't insist that 
other people join him," Straus said. "Somebody that's on a private team wants to 

express his religious belief? To me, that's called freedom of religion." 

  



God is Playing for the Denver Broncos: A 

Fan’s View 

By Glenn Vallach 
Yahoo! Sports 

December 12, 2011  

Go ahead, make a case for the Denver Broncos not winning the Super Bowl this 
year. 

It's not idle chatter. It's not hyperbole. It's not simply the result of a winning streak 

gone wild. The Denver Broncos are going to the Super Bowl, and they're going to 
win it. And it may be because God is playing on the team. 

The game against the Chicago Bears (December 11) was enough evidence, but 

really, pick your game over the last couple of months. And it's not just Tim Tebow, 
who is on one of those magical unlikely runs that players and teams very rarely 
experience. The Bears were all too willing to play a role in this Cinderella story, 

particularly Marion Barber, who played as if he bet the Broncos with the points. Can 
you remember a player, with a chance to effectively help run the game clock out on 

second down, running out of bounds and stopping said clock? And then, of course, 
there's the field goal kicker, Matt Prater, who was called on to nail a 59-yard kick to 
tie the game…no problem…and then a 51-yard kick to win it…piece of cake. And, oh 

yes, there's Barber again streaking for a winning touchdown in overtime, stripped 
from behind…fumble…loss. 

You know a team is rich with greatness, a true team of destiny with the Lord's 

inervention, if each game lasts as long as it has to for something positive to 
happen. The Broncos-Bears game followed this blueprint. Tim Tebow was 

completely stifled until, of course, he ran out of time to be ineffective. Then, 
suddenly, he was Roger Staubach, dropping passes on the numbers, running for 
yards he had no right gaining. Even I, fully captivated and mesmerized by the 

incomprehensible nature of this streak, lost faith in this one. Heck, it was 10-0 with 
two and a half minutes left! It conjured the game against the Dolphins, in which 

they needed to recover an onside kick to rally. They didn't even recover the one 
they needed against the Bears, and still won. 

Now that the Broncos have overtaken the imploding Raiders in the AFC West, the 
former is no longer a wild card competitor of the mercurial New York Jets, at least 

for the moment. I can't imagine how much more aggravating these games would 
be if Bronco losses were necessary. 

Keep an eye on this phenomenon, because it's travelling all the way to the Super 

Bowl. 
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Glenn Vallach has been a football fan for most of his lifetime, but never played 
organized pigskin unless you consider the thousands of youth hours running slant 

routes on city streets with a friend serving as Joe Willie. Don Maynard was his idol, 
an adulation he took seriously, complete with a number 13 stitched to his 

sweatshirt. In later years, he modernized his admiration and included Wayne 
Chrebet. Receivers—always receivers. He remains a New York Jet fan through so 
much disappointment and embarrassment over the years. Coach Rex Ryan has 

rekindled a dormant fire, but sometimes he feels as if he doesn't understand the 
likely end result of all his efforts. It has been 42 years, after all. 

 

 

 
  



Run by Tebow, Broncos gets harder to explain 

By Les Carpenter 
Yahoo! Sports  
December 11, 2011 

DENVER – I believe we have evolved from apes. I believe in dinosaurs. I also 

believe the earth was created from debris surrounding the sun that clumped 
together into a spherical shape. And I believe it all happened in more than seven 
days. 

But I also believe in Tim Tebow because there is no scientific explanation for what 

is happening to the Denver Broncos. There is no other plausible way to make sense 
of these games and the amazing, miraculous way with which they win week after 

week. Not the victory at Miami or the last-second beating of the New York Jets and 
certainly not Sunday afternoon when the Denver Broncos and Tebow were wretched 

for more than 55 minutes and somehow won a game that can‘t rationally be 
analyzed. 

It just happened. 

The Broncos were losing by 10 points to the Chicago Bears with barely more than 
two minutes left in a game in which they had done nothing to make anyone think 

they would score. And then there were some passes. And there was a touchdown. 
And there was a dumb play where Bears running back Marion Barber ran out of 

bounds stopping the clock. And there were two very long field goals by Denver 
kicker Matt Prater that would be amazing in any other game in any other season. 
And the last of these field goals won the game in overtime, 13-10, which sent the 

Broncos running in wild delirium around the field. 

But as to how Tim Tebow made this latest comeback happen from nothing? It would 
be easier to define the Northern Lights (a collision of charged particles and atoms) 

or St. Elmo‘s Fire (air particles that are ionized). And in the Broncos‘ locker room 
where players have now experienced six such victories in the eight games since 

their vociferously Christian quarterback took over as the starter, shoulders shrug 
and eyes roll to the ceiling as if they themselves don‘t dare tempt whatever higher 
power has propelled them to a one-game lead in the AFC West with three games to 

go. 

Even Tebow himself smiled as he thought of Barber‘s idiotic late-game run out of 
bounds and said: ―I might have thanked the Lord he did that.‖ 

Tebow said this facetiously, with a smirk dancing on his lips as if even he didn‘t 

believe it was He who had won this game. Yet when trying to describe the frantic 
few minutes when the Broncos stormed back in what has to be Tebow‘s best trick 

to date, he said: ―It‘s kind of like a blur, I don‘t even remember what happened.‖ 
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Give up any logical rationale for how a Broncos team that has a solid and improving 
defense but little in offensive skill is nonetheless storming to the playoffs. Don‘t 

bother trying to decipher Tebow‘s throwing motion of the illogical passes he 
sometimes heaves that go way over his receiver‘s heads or bounce along the 

ground. His games generally follow the same script: He slogs his way through three 
quarters, looking for all the world like the worst quarterback ever born, then 
somewhere late in the final quarter he suddenly dazzles, leading Denver to score 

after score. 

Players will use words like ―resilience‖ and ―character‖ and ―toughness‖ to assess 
both their quarterback and themselves but none of it makes much logical sense. 

Nothing explains 50 minutes of dreadful football transforming into brilliance at the 
snap of a finger. Or perhaps a clap of thunder. 

On Sunday, nobody much believed. Not the fans, many of whom shuffled toward 

the stadium exits after the Broncos punted with 5:41 left in the game. Not a lot of 
the players who watched how a 0-0 game at halftime turned into a 10-0 deficit 
deep in the fourth quarter. And maybe not even Tebow himself, who seemed 

almost giddy in his postgame press conference. When asked about the discrepancy 
between his first three quarters and the final one, he said: ―I guess I just need go 

get to the stadium and start practicing earlier.‖ 

But as they have in this string of games that has defied all explanation, they all 
understand the magic can repeat itself. When Tebow drove Denver to its first score 

with 2:08 left in the game, players walked among each other and said ―We have 
done this before.‖ Then when Barber ran out of bounds, possibly giving the Broncos 
an extra 45 seconds if not more to get Prater into position for what became a 

game-tying 59-yard field goal, they whooped because they could sense something 
big was happening again. 

Yet what? They didn‘t know. 

―I need somebody to explain it to me,‖ Denver safety Quinton Carter said after the 

game. 

They never seem to know. They understand they win. They grasp that the winning 
started with the insertion of Tebow at quarterback after the bye week in October 

and they have come to see him as a great leader. More importantly, they have 
come to believe now. 

Ironically it was another deeply Christian man, safety Rahim Moore, who pondered 
the comeback and theorized – quite scientifically – that the Bears seemed to have 

tired at the end of the game, perhaps overhyped to play against Tebow, and were 
in something of a prevent defense late in the game. This actually made rational 

sense even if nothing else did. 

So in absence of anything else making much football sense, it‘s just easier to 
believe. To believe in Tebow. To believe in this Broncos team once going nowhere. 
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To believe in the impossible. Because it keeps happening. And there seems no 
reason it will stop. 

―If you believe, unbelievable things can sometimes be possible,‖ Tebow said. 

Amen. 

  



Broncos Beat the Bears for a Miracle Win: 

Fan’s Perspective 

By Deborah Braconnier 
Yahoo! Sports 

December 11, 2011  

The Denver Broncos have done it again. For an entire football game, they managed to 
have me sitting on the edge of my seat and considering a call to my cardiologist. You 
would think after all these come-from-behind wins that I wouldn't be doubtful, but I still 

sat in awe today at the fact that they were able to pull off this miracle win. 

As is becoming a regular part of a game, the Broncos left a lot to be desired in the first 
58 minutes. I nearly lost my voice yelling at the television in the hopes the players 
would actually hear me. 

The first three quarters saw Tebow complete three out of 16 passes for a total of 45 

yards and one interception. Granted, this time not all the missed passes were his fault. 
Eric Decker and Demaryius Thomas both seemed to have arms that forgot how to work 
or catch a ball. The Broncos missed the opportunity numerous times in the first three 

quarters to get on the board. 

The Broncos were down 10-0 and even I didn't think they could pull out 10 points. But 
obviously the team's belief in pulling out a win was much stronger than mine. Tebow 
drove them down the field for the touchdown which brought them down 10-7. 

So, that lands us in the fourth quarter with only 2:08 left on the clock. The Bears have 

the ball and I figure they will just run out the clock. Then RB Marion Barber runs out of 
bounds to stop the clock and gives an early Christmas present to the Broncos. 

This would then allow the Broncos and Tebow to get the ball one more time. But with 
less than a minute, I didn't think it was possible. But sure enough, Tebow and the rest 

of the Broncos defense turned into a different team. 

Tebow managed to move the ball down the field and set up Matt Prater for a 59-yard 
field goal. With one kick, the score was tied and the game was off to overtime. The 

Bears started with the ball and moved their way down the field getting within field goal 
range. However, Barber fumbled the ball and it was recovered by Elvis Dumervil. Tebow 
brought it down again for a 51-yard field goal by Prater to win the game in overtime. 

Once my heart began beating again, I just sat in amazement. Week after week this 

team keeps pulling out the wins. They started the season with no one thinking they had 
a chance and now, thanks to the Green Bay Packers giving the Oakland Raiders a 
beating, the Broncos sit atop the AFC West. I guess maybe miracles do happen. 
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Beyond ridiculous: Tebow, Broncos stay on 

the rise with another miracle finish  
 

Lee Rasizer 

Sporting News  

December 11, 2011 

DENVER – The hysteria celebrating another improbable heart-stopping rally was in 

full force Sunday.  

Broncos players were jumping around like school kids at recess.  

Quarterback Tim Tebow was mobbed by a throng of camera-toting types. The fans 
were taking the decibel level to a 787 at full-throttle levels.  

No wonder, too.  

Denver‘s fourth straight comeback victory, and fifth overall in the fourth quarter or 
overtime this season, was arguably the one to top them all.  

―It‘s a miracle,‖ wide receiver Eric Decker said as he walked, beaming, off the 
Sports Authority Field at Mile High grass.  

No, tight end Dante Rosario countered, ―It‘s Denver Broncos football.‖  

It‘s a little of both.  

The Broncos (8-5), on the verge of being shut out at home for the first time in 
franchise history, took over with 4:34 remaining. They then scored on three 
straight possessions for a 13-10 overtime victory.  

It took Chicago running back Marion Barber making not one but two monumental 
errors: the first when he stopped the clock when the Bears were trying to run it out 
with the lead; the second on a fumble in the extra session.  

It took not one, but two Matt Prater field goals in excess of 50 yards, improving his 

career success rate on kicks in the fourth quarter and OT to a remarkable 28 of 29. 
He now owns the best percentage on field goals over 50 yards in NFL history.  

And again, it took the breath away from Broncos fans who watched their team‘s 

continued rise from a 1-4 start to, now, one-game atop Oakland (7-6) in the AFC 
West with three games remaining and tiebreaker edges in Denver‘s favor.  

―I think we‘re rewriting the book on, ‗Keep fiighting,‘ ‖ Broncos first-year head 

coach John Fox surmised.  
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In Denver, there‘s another name for it: Tebow Time.  

The second-year quarterback—again—was horrid for much of the game. He was at 
one point 3-for-15 for 45 yards and one interception. Denver was scoreless in the 

first half, following up point totals of 7, 7, 3, 10, 7, 3 and 0 in the other games in 
which Tebow‘s started.  

But on the three scoring drives—ending with a Demaryius Thomas 10-yard TD catch 

with 2:08 left in the fourth; a 59-yard kick by Prater with three seconds left in 
regulation; and Prater‘s 51-yard game-winner in the extra session—Tebow 

transformed as well as transfixed.  

He finished 13 of 17 for 130 yards on those possessions to help produce those 13 
points and erase seven previous three-and-outs.  

―It was kind of like a blur,‖ Tebow said. ―I don‘t even remember everything that 

happened.‖  

The result is fast becoming a season many won‘t forget.  

Denver hasn‘t made the playoffs since a run to the AFC championship game in 
2005. The end of the Mike Shanahan era came at a time when things felt stale. The 
subsequent Josh McDaniels era was an utter disaster, much like the start of Fox‘s 

tenure over the first month and a half.  

Then, something happened on Oct. 23 in Miami. No team had ever come back from 
a 15-point deficit with three minutes remaining in league history. Denver did it in 

Tebow‘s first start this season, kicking off the string of come-from-behind thrillers—
at Oakland, vs. the New York Jets, at Minnesota.  

Now, add Chicago—whose defense dominated for 31/2 quarters and lost a 10-0 

lead—to the list.  

―We gave it away,‖ Bears receiver Devin Hester said.  

 ―You can‘t really explain it,‖ Prater assessed. ―Maybe there is a higher power at 
work.‖  

Amid that storm is Tebow‘s calm.  

He‘s frequently hard to watch, but like rubberneckers eyeing a freeway crash, it‘s 

hard to take one‘s eyes of him, too.  

―He‘s a good running back,‖ Bears linebacker Brian Urlacher snorted.  
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Don‘t blink—especially when the game gets late. No quarterback has ever had six 
comebacks in his first 11 NFL starts as Tebow now has. Oh yeah, he‘s also 7-1 as a 

starter this season.  

―He‘s really good in the clutch,‖ Fox said. ―He‘s one of those guys with competitive 
greatness. He wants the ball in crunch time. He‘s done it in his career. He‘s doing it 

now with the Denver Broncos.‖  

Standing outside the Broncos‘ locker room, Tebow‘s brother, Robby, tried to put the 
last couple months in perspective.  

―It‘s unbelievable the last few weeks and all these games,‖ he said. ―It‘s pretty 

ridiculous. But I think what‘s happened is the whole team has bought into this 
whole, ‗We‘re never going to stop believing.‘ And that‘s very contagious.‖  

The irony is that while the whirlwind of Tim Tebow has swept into it everything in 

its path, the quarterback has remained calm in the eye of that storm. Robby said 
it‘s because his brother is able to ―put blinders on and block out craziness.‖ He 
credits the upbringing and religious faith instilled by his parents as factors.  

―If you believe,‖ Tim Tebow would say in the afterglow of the win, ―then 

unbelievable things can sometimes be possible.‖  

Like Barber‘s dash out of bounds.  

Denver, down 10-7, wouldn‘t have been left with more than 10 seconds had that 
not occurred.  

―All we need is a chance,‖ Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey said.  

Denver had just missed collecting an onside kick and had no timeouts left. The two-
minute warning stopped the clock after Barber was stopped for no gain on first 
down. On second down, Barber evaded the missed tackle of safety Rahim Moore 

and was forced out by linebacker D.J. Williams after a five-yard game.  

A third-down stop, a delay of game and it was Denver ball with 53 ticks left.  

Tebow hit three straight passes, with a spike in between, to get Prater‘s big leg in 
range.  

The kicker‘s 59-yarder tied his career-high set last year vs. the Jets. Denver lost 

the coin toss, and with Bears backup QB Caleb Hanne completing passes of 18, 5 
and 16, Chicago (7-6) was positioning itself for the game-winner.  

But on a third-play from the Broncos‘ 38, Denver linebacker Wesley Woodyard 

poked the ball loose from Barber. Elvis Dumervil recovered.  
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It was Tebow Time, as the locals like to call it.  

―I don‘t think it‘s Tebow Time,‖ the QB responded. ―I think it‘s Broncos time.‖  

It‘s splitting hairs, but eight plays later, Prater was out on the field again for his 51-

yard boot. It was the third straight week Prater ended the game with a field goal on 
the final play. He joined the Colts‘ Mike Vanderjagt on Nov. 24, 2002 as the only 
kickers with 50-yard-plus kicks to tie a game and then win it in overtime.  

―This has been probably the most fun I‘ve ever had playing football,‖ Prater said. 

―Where in the past you kind of feel like you‘re just going to your job, now it‘s back 
to high school football—where you‘re playing with all your friends and you‘ve got all 

their backs and all that stuff.‖  

The hype‘s only getting started. Next week, Tom Brady and New England visit 
Denver—home of the second-biggest NFL story this side of the Green Bay Packers.  

―Whatever it is,‖ Bailey said, ―I love it.‖  

 

 

 

 

  



Broncos, Tebow rally to send Bears to 3rd 
consecutive defeat 

 

By TOM MUSICK  

Northwest herald 

December 12, 2011 

DENVER – As the Denver Broncos prepared to kick a game-winning field goal in 
overtime Sunday, Bears defensive tackle Henry Melton tried to process his 
thoughts. 

Melton turned to rookie safety Chris Conte, a free spirit from Southern California 

who was dubbed ―Birdman‖ by his teammates. Maybe the kid could offer an 
explanation. 

―I was in my stance, and I looked over to ‗Birdman,‘ and I was like, ‗Man, how the 

[heck] did we end up like  
this?‘ ‖ Melton said quietly after the game. ―He was like, ‗Man, I don‘t know.‘ 

―We tried to block [the kick], and it was game over. It‘s unbelievable.‖ 

Believe it. 

The Broncos beat the Bears, 13-10, behind a wild fourth-quarter comeback in front 

of a raucous crowd of 75,513 fans at Sports Authority Field at Mile High. The loss 
stunned the Bears (7-6), who led by 10 points with less than three minutes to go 
before Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow rallied his teammates to yet another 

improbable win. 

The Bears lost their third consecutive game and fell behind the Atlanta Falcons and 
the Detroit Lions in their bid for a NFC playoff berth with three games left in the 

regular season. 

―This one hurts,‖ Bears coach Lovie Smith said. ―There‘s not a lot more I can say.‖ 

For the game‘s first three quarters, the Bears‘ defense dominated Tebow and the 
Broncos (8-5). Tebow had a 13.5 passer rating by the end of the third quarter, 

completing three of 16 passes for 45 yards and an interception by Bears cornerback 
Charles Tillman. 

As the Broncos sputtered, the Bears‘ offense baby-stepped its way to a 10-0 lead. A 
26-yard punt return by Devin Hester set up a 9-yard rushing touchdown by Marion 

Barber in the third quarter, and Robbie Gould kicked a 57-yard field goal on the 
next possession. 



Bears defensive end Julius Peppers said 10 points should have been enough for a 
win. 

―We felt like we played well up until that point, but the game is 60 minutes – not 55 

or 56 minutes,‖ Peppers said. ―At the end of the game, we just didn‘t finish it.‖ 

 

 

 

 

  



Broncos 13, Bears 10 

By Dennis Georgatos 
The Sports Xchange 
December 11, 2011 

DENVER -- Matt Prater kicked a game-tying 59-yard field goal with two seconds left 
in regulation and then connected on a 51-yarder in overtime as the Denver Broncos 
beat the Chicago Bears 13-10 on Sunday for their sixth straight victory. 

Tim Tebow, who had struggled much of the day, led three scoring drives in the final 

2:08 of regulation and overtime for the Broncos (8-5), who handed the Bears (7-6) 
their third consecutive loss since losing quarterback Jay Cutler to a broken thumb. 

Chicago also was without running back Matt Forte. 

Chicago got first crack at the ball in the sudden-death overtime and was moving in 
position for field a goal when linebacker Wesley Woodyard forced Bears running 

back Marion Barber to fumble. Defensive end Elvis Dumervil recovered for the 
Broncos, setting up the decisive drive. 

Tebow completed a critical 14-yard pass to Demaryius Thomas to the 40-yard line 
and a couple of Tebow runs moved the ball to the 33 before Prater came on to kick 

the game winner with 5:20 left in the overtime period. 

Tebow, who had turned the ball over twice on a fumble and interception earlier in 
the game, began to find his passing stroke in the late going, capping a 63-yard 

drive with a 10-yard scoring pass to Thomas to avoid what would have been 
Denver's first shutout at home in team history. 

The Broncos tried an onside kick but it was recovered by Chicago, and there were 

only 56 seconds remaining in regulation when the Broncos got the ball at their 20-
yard line. 

Tebow, again relying on his arm, moved the team within range for a long-distance 
field goal try and Prater matched his career-long with a game-tying 59-yard goal 

with two seconds left in regulation. 

Explosive return man Devin Hester, held in check throughout the first half, broke 
loose for a 26-yard punt return to set up the game's first score in the third quarter, 

dodging defenders despite fielding the punt near the right sideline. 

Hester advanced the ball to the Broncos' 42-yard line and Barber took it most of the 
rest of the way, gaining 36 yards on five carries, including a 9-yard touchdown run 

with 5:19 remaining in the third quarter. 

The Bears, with Caleb Hanie directing the drive in his third start for the injured 
Cutler, added to their lead with Robbie Gould's club record-57-yard field goal on the 
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first play of the fourth quarter. Their field position aided by a 10-yard punt return 
by Hester. 

Defense dominated as the Bears and Broncos battled through a scoreless first half, 

just the eighth time in the Broncos' history that the team had failed to score in the 
first two quarters. 

Denver came closest to scoring as Tebow led a drive that reached the 11-yard line. 

After a third-down incompletion, Prater came on to try a 28-yard field goal. 
However, the Bears' Julius Peppers broke through to get a hand on Prater's kick, 

deflecting it enough so that it fluttered wide left. 

The Bears, who were held to a field goal in last week's 10-3 loss at Kansas City, 
went 0-5 in third-down situations in the first half. 

Game notes: With his third quarter sack of Caleb Hanie, the Broncos' Von Miller 

increased his season total to 11.5, tying him with Rulon Jones for most sacks in a 
season by a rookie in team history. ??? Broncos cornerback Andre Goodman left the 
game in the third quarter with a concussion. He was held out for the remainder of 

the game. ??? The previous high for a field goal by a Chicago Bear was 55 yards, 
which was accomplished three times, most recently by Kevin Butler at Tampa Bay 

on Dec. 12, 1993. 
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Broncos in good position for playoff push 
 
The Sports Xchange 

December 12, 2011 

No one, not even the most optimistic of Broncos fans could have seen this coming 
when the schedule was released. 

A December matchup pitting visiting New England at Denver didn't figure to have 

playoff implications. It did for the Patriots, in all likelihood - but Denver? It was 
coming off a 4-12 season that was the worst in franchise history. 

But now, not only is Denver-New England a potential teaser of two postseason 

entrants, it likely will rank among the most highly-anticipated matchups of the 2011 
season. 

Other marquee matchups have included: Detroit-Green Bay; New Orleans-Green 

Bay; Dallas-New York Giants; Pittsburgh-Baltimore; San Francisco-Baltimore; 
Baltimore-New York Jets; and Detroit-New Orleans. 

But Tim Tebow vs. Tom Brady figures to create quite the buzz, too. 

In fact, it already has - to the extent that it spurred a pseudo-bidding war between 
networks to show it. 

CBS already had protected the Jets-Philadelphia Eagles matchup in Week 4. NBC 
had every right to flex Denver-New England due to the playoff backdrop, 
substituting for San Diego-Baltimore that's scheduled for this Sunday night. 

But reportedly commissioner Roger Goodell got involved so that CBS could keep the 

Broncos' game on its schedule. 

The NFL had moved the Minnesota-Denver game to FOX on Dec. 4, and coupled 
with the Broncos' win over Chicago showing on that same network, moving Denver 

to prime-time would mean CBS - the AFC network -- would be without a Broncos 
game for three straight weeks. 

With talks to extend the partnerships with the league's network partners, the 

Broncos-Patriots staying on CBS made the most overall sense. 

Not making much sense is the current streak in which the Broncos currently find 
themselves. 

"We're 8-5. That's all I'll say to whoever, whatever," defensive end Robert Ayers 

said. "Our goal now is to be 9-5. That's all that matters at the end of the day -- 
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whether it's luck, whether it's whatever, blowouts, however, I don't care how you 
get it done, the Denver Broncos are 8-5." 

They've won seven of eight since a 1-4 start to take a stranglehold of the AFC 

West, as they attempt to become the fifth team since the inception of the 16-game 
schedule to rally from that five-game start into the postseason. 

Not only are the Broncos one-up on Oakland (7-6) but they hold tiebreaker edges 

over the Raiders in common opponents and have just a home game vs. the Chiefs 
remaining within the division. Denver is 3-2 in the West, while the Raiders are 2-2 

and still have to host San Diego and visit Kansas City. 

  



Tim Tebow, Denver Broncos Shock Chicago 
Bears in OT: AFC West Crown Within Reach 

By Alan Bryant  

IBN.com 
December 12, 2011  

Even in the game's bleakest moments, the Denver Broncos find a way to beat great 

teams, the clock, and the odds, all at once. In Sunday's win over the Chicago 

Bears, the Denver Broncos have improved to 8-5 and 7-1 with Tim Tebow at the 

helm. Six of Tebow's wins have come in the fourth quarter or overtime, which 

makes the Broncos you can never count out.  

The Chicago Bears forgot that rule. With after a clock-draining drive by Tebow and 

the Broncos to bring Denver to within three of Chicago, the Bears just needed to 

run out the ball to seal a big road win. But then, an unforced, mental error by 

running back Marion Barber forced the clock to stop, subsequently giving Tebow 

and the Broncos ample time -- 72 seconds, which is forever in Tebow Time -- to get 

within field goal range to tie the game. 

And that's just what they did. Tebow drove the Broncos 39 yards in 50 seconds to 

set up Matt Prater for a career-long-matching 59-yard field goal. With the help of 

Mile High Stadium, Prater's ball easily floated through the uprights, and the stadium 

erupted as if that won the game.  

The Chicago Bears looked to hush up the crowd as overtime began, quickly driving 

up to the Broncos' 40-yard line, readying their own kicker Robbie Gould for a 

potential game winner. Running back Marion Barber found a hole and rushed 

towards the first down, but Wesley Woodyard knocked the ball out of Barber's hand 

and Elvis Dumervil came up with the turnover. It was the Bears' first turnover in 

the game, and it came it couldn't come at a worse time. Just as the game looked 

wrapped up for the Bears, suddenly the Broncos were in business, and everyone 

knew what was coming next. 

Tim Tebow, the former Florida Gator quarterback and Heisman winner, made two 

10+ yard plays to get Prater within field goal range again, and his 51-yard "chip 

shot" sealed the win for the Broncos, who have been bucking opponents late in 

games to claim the lead the AFC West. 
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It's no secret that Tim Tebow is the key to Denver's turnaround. After quarterback 

Kyle Orton led his team to a dismal 1-4 start, Denver's 2011 season looked to be 

over before it began. With their backs against the wall, the Broncos waived Orton 

and greeted Tebow, who leapt at his opportunity to lead the team.  

Despite endless criticisms about his arm mechanics, Tebow has been the 

(un)steady motor to the Broncos, inspiring both the offensive and defensive players 

to perform at high levels. Well, at least when they're about to lose the game. In the 

last eight games under Tebow, the defense has limited its opponents to an average 

of 15.9 points per game, ranking among the best in the league in both rushing and 

passing. With Tebow as the team's No. 2 running option on offense, the Broncos 

are first in the NFL in rushing yards with an average of 159 yards per game. 

Tebow's won many of his games with the help of a strong running game, but on 

Sunday against the Bears, the former Gator showed off his arm, racking up a 

season high 236 yards in the air and a late touchdown. Tebow's repeatedly said 

that he'll "do whatever [his coaching staff] ask of him." Whatever gives the Broncos 

the best chance to win, Tebow has agreed to do. 

Eyes are glued to the field whenever Tebow straps his helmet on. He's 

unpredictable, he's gutsy, but most importantly, he's at his best when all hope 

seems lost. There hasn't been this much excitement surrounding the Denver 

franchise since John Elway was quarterback. In fact, Denver's current six-game win 

streak hasn't been accomplished since Elway ran the Broncos show in the late 80s 

and 90s.  

It may surprise you to learn Tebow ranks among the NFL's elite quarterbacks in 

efficiency. Tebow gains an average of 2.6 yards each time he touches the ball, and 

only four quarterbacks average more yards than he, including (in order) Packers QB 

Aaron Rodgers, Saints QB Drew Brees, Patriots QB Tom Brady, and Texans injured 

QB Matt Schaub. From Hail Mary's to two-point conversions to incredible defensive 

plays, Tebow has led his team by example, always giving 110 percent effort 

through all 60 minutes of the game. And in three of Tebow's games, he's given 

them 75. 

Players recognize Tebow's effort and have continually made plays for their 

quarterback. This is especially true on the defensive end, where Elvis Dumervil and 
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rookie Von Miller have continually stood up opponents to give their offense 

opportunities. The two linemen have racked up 73 tackles and 17 sacks this season, 

but the team has also managed nine interceptions and 11 forced fumble recoveries. 

Unexpected players continue to step up at unexpected moments; Wesley Woodyard 

tore the game out of the Bears' clutches by forcing a Barber fumble, and wideout 

Demaryius Thomas caught a crucial catch for Tebow in overtime after four big 

dropped passes earlier in the game, a few of which could've easily resulted in 

touchdowns. 

With Oakland getting embarrassed by Green Bay 46-16, Denver is now all alone 

atop the AFC West with a one-game lead over the Raiders. Mile High is feeling 

exactly that, with the team finding ways to beat their opponents week after week. 

Next week, the Tebow show will host Tom Brady and the 10-3 AFC East-leading 

New England Patriots, which will be an interesting battle to say the least. If the 

Broncos can find a way to stop Brady in Mile High, Tebow's MVP campaign will be 

officially legitimate. Brady, who is this year's MVP frontrunner, better not get 

distracted by Dan Marino's record if he hopes to beat Tebow and his inspired team. 

After the Patriots game, the Broncos will face the Buffalo Bills and close their 

season against the Kansas City Chiefs. The 7-6 Oakland Raiders must face the 

Detroit Lions and San Diego Chargers at home, and will also pay a visit Kansas City, 

but must win at least two of those games to catch up to Denver. However, the 

momentum is definitely in favor of the Broncos, who have run past the slipping 

Raiders with six straight wins. 

The Denver Broncos have been clutch this season. With only three games left on 

the slate, they need all the Tebow Time they can get to claim the AFC West and 

punch a ticket to the playoffs. 
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Secondary mix-up proves costly;Wide 

receiver Thomas left wide open in end zone 

on Broncos' lone 

By Sean Jensen 
Chicago Sun-Times  

DECEMBER 12, 2011        

DENVER - Through three quarters, the Bears' defense pitched a shutout, limiting 

the Denver Broncos to 150 yards. 

Then with nine minutes left, safety Craig Steltz sacked and forced a fumble of 

Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow that defensive end Israel Idonije recovered.  

 

But the Broncos - without timeouts - rallied in the last five minutes to tie the game, 

then defeated the Bears 13-10 in overtime on a 51-yard field goal by Matt Prater. 

 

"If someone told me that was going to happen - that our defense was going to blow 

a 10-point lead in the fourth quarter - I would have slapped them, especially how 

we were playing and flying around," defensive tackle Henry Melton said. "Just to 

have it end like that was devastating."  

 

Through three quarters, Tebow was 3-for-16 for 45 yards, including an interception 

by cornerback Charles Tillman. The Bears' defense applied steady pressure, 

sacking him three times, and largely limited his ability to run (seven carries, 42 

yards).  

 

But in the last 41/2 minutes, the Bears mostly employed the cover-2 defense, 

which is designed to prevent explosive plays. The longest plays were two 19-yard 

completions to receiver Matthew Willis. But Tebow went 18-for-24 for 191 yards in 

the fourth quarter and overtime, gladly taking what the defense was giving him.  

 

Bears defenders admitted the altitude affected them, but they refused to use that 

as an excuse. The greater issue occurred on second-and-three from the Bears' 10-

yard line.  

 

On that play, according to a defensive player, the call from the sideline was a 

single-high safety. That meant the cornerbacks were playing man-to-man with one 
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defender blitzing Tebow.  

 

But cornerback Zack Bowman, who was rotating with Tim Jennings, said he was 

playing a cover-2. That meant Bowman was in zone coverage, expecting safety 

help behind him.  

 

But a replay showed that rookie Chris Conte was in the middle of the end zone as 

the single safety.  

 

Under pressure, Tebow darted through the line of scrimmage and lunged forward, 

as if he were going to run as he approached the 10-yard line. On the replay, 

Bowman appeared to shift toward Tebow, and Tebow floated a well-placed pass to a 

wide-open Demaryius Thomas - alone in the back right corner of the end zone - for 

a touchdown.  

 

"I knew he was trying to throw the ball," Bowman said. "Where, I didn't know."  

 

In overtime, Jennings also was on the sideline when Thomas converted a third-and-

eight with a 10-yard catch against Bowman near the Bears' sideline.  

 

After the game, coach Lovie Smith said the plan was to play three corners.  

 

"We were running around a lot and wanted to keep guys fresh," he said.  

 

"Definitely felt the altitude," defensive tackle Amobi Okoye said.  

 

Added defensive tackle Stephen Paea, "I felt it the whole game."  

 

Defensive players, though, refused to blame running back Marion Barber, who lost 

a fumble in overtime and didn't run out of bounds - costing about 35 seconds on 

the game clock - late in the fourth quarter.  

 

"It's extremely frustrating to be that close," Tillman said. "But just mistakes toward 

the end.  

 

"The touchdown in the end zone, we just have to play better. Put this one on the 

defense. We have to be able to keep the lead. Bottom line, plain and simple."  
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Added Jennings, "We have to find ways to close out the game.  

 

"This one stings bad." 

  



Marion Barber the goat for Bears, as Broncos 

win in Denver 
 

By Rick Morrissey 

Chicago Sun-Times  

December 11, 2011 

Marion Barber's locker looked like a teeny, tiny ghost town. Aside from a gray T-

shirt hanging from a hook, it was a desolate place. It was almost as empty as the 
feeling the Bears had in the pit of their stomachs. 

By the time reporters were let into the locker room Sunday, Barber, his game-

changing fumble and his severe case of brainlock were long gone. It should have 
been the time for the veteran running back to stand up and take responsibility for 

what happened Sunday, no matter how allergic he is to public speaking. 

Instead, it was left to his teammates to do it for him. 

"Marion was the reason we were in the game in the first place," receiver Devin 
Hester said. "(The fumble) was just a mistake. Everybody makes mistakes. It was 
just Marion's mistake that stood out." 

There wasn't a higher power involved in the Broncos' 13-10 overtime victory 
Sunday. Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow had a wonderful fourth quarter and 
overtime, but he and whatever forces you want to ascribe to him took a backseat to 

Barber's mistakes. 

He was the hero/culprit, depending on your outlook and loyalties. As bizarre as it 
sounds, his worse sin was not his overtime fumble as his team was driving for what 

would have been the winning points. 

The greater transgression came with the Bears leading 10-7 coming out of the two-
minute warning in the fourth quarter. Barber took a handoff on second down and 

ran left. The Broncos had no timeouts left, and all Barber had to do was fall down 
inbounds while being tackled, and the clock would have kept ticking. 

Instead, he bulled his way out of bounds. How much precious time did that cost the 
Bears? Thirty-five seconds? Forty? 

Going out of bounds took a mere five seconds off the clock, a development that 

would later give the Broncos and Tebow more time to move the ball and get Matt 
Prater enough time to attempt an altitude-aided 59-yard field-goal with eight 

seconds left. 
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And you knew what was going to happen before it happened, didn't you? Prater's 
kick was good, the game staggered to overtime and Tebow's acolytes were all a-

tingle.  

Why, why, why, Marion Barber? 

He wasn't around afterward to say. 

"He was just trying to make something happen," Hester said. "I don't think he did it 
on purpose. He was just trying to get extra yards." 

If that doesn't do it for you, this might from Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey, who 
said the game was "pretty much" over had Barber stayed inbounds: 

"He's a veteran. He knows better. You can't do that." 

In overtime, it wasn't the hand of God that caused Barber to fumble. It was the 
hand of Broncos linebacker Wesley Woodyard. The Bears were at the Denver 33 

when it happened. Bears kicker Robbie Gould already had booted a 57-yarder. The 
game was over. Again. 

Except that it wasn't. 

Barber fumbled, and Denver's Elvis Dumervil recovered. Tebow took over, and 

moved his team 33 yards, getting Prater close enough for a 51-yard field goal and 
the victory. 

At 7-6, the Bears can say goodbye to any playoff hopes they might have had. Oh, 

coach Lovie Smith will say it's all still right there in front of them, but Sunday's 
game should disabuse the more clear-thinking among us that the Bears are alive. 

There are many reasons why they're not, the biggest being the absence of Jay 

Cutler and Matt Forte due to injuries. Backup quarterback Caleb Hanie played as 
nondescript a game as you can play Sunday, and it should have been enough to 
win. A better quarterback wouldn't have allowed the game to get to Tebow Time. 

That's a discussion for another day. 

In the first three quarters, Tebow completed three of 16 passes for 45 yards, 
though his teammates dropped passes as if the football were a subpoena. In the 

fourth quarter and overtime, he was 18 of 24 for 191 yards and a touchdown. 

Yet the Bears were in no mood to say Tebow won the game for the Broncos. 

"We gave it away," Hester said. "We were up 10 points, right? We just couldn't 
finish it." 

Blame Barber for that, not that you'll hear him do it. 
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The Bears will argue that he rarely talks to the media and that his quick escape 
from the locker room was consistent with his personal policy. Baloney. One wrong 

doesn't make another one right. 

  



 

27 runs, 2 errors for Barber;Tebow will get 

the ink, but Bears only have themselves to 

blame 

Sean Jensen 
Chicago Sun-Times  

December 12, 2011       

DENVER - The Bears refused to buy into the hype, even though the Denver 

Broncos' starting quarterback rallied his team to a sixth consecutive victory. 

"It's not really what he's doing," Bears cornerback Tim Jennings said of Broncos 

quarterback Tim Tebow. "He's making the best of it, but that's what any 

professional does, so I'm not really sold on it. 

"We - and other teams - have to find a way to put the foot on the throat and finish 

games."  

 

The merits of Tebow's clutch play in four previous come-from-behind wins could be 

questioned. But his performance Sunday at Sports Authority Field at Mile High will 

be his signature, leading his team to an improbable 13-10 overtime win by setting 

up a pair or 50-plus-yard field goals by Matt Prater.  

 

The outcome devastated the Bears, sending them to a third consecutive loss and 

pushing their record to 7-6, one game behind the Detroit Lions and Atlanta 

Falcons in the NFC wild-card race.  

 

"These last three games, you just shake your head," Bears defensive end Israel 

Idonije said. "I don't know what happened. I'm just like, 'Wow.' But what's 

happened has happened. We've got Seattle coming in."  

 

With about nine minutes remaining, Bears safety Craig Steltz sacked and forced a 

fumble of Tebow, which Idonije recovered at the Bears' 45.  

 

But the offense mustered just five yards on three runs, and the Bears punted.  

 

The Bears also went three-and-out on their next two series. Remarkably, they had 
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the ball for only 4:22 on those three possessions. In the fourth quarter, the Bears 

mustered just 18 yards, all of them on runs.  

 

The most glaring mistake was committed by running back Marion Barber, who 

inexplicably ran out of bounds on a second-and-10 play after the two-minute 

warning. Broncos backup safety Rahim Morris - subbing for veteran Brian Dawkins 

- missed Barber near the line of scrimmage on what ended up being a five-yard 

gain. But the Bears didn't need the yardage, instead preferring the 35 seconds he 

cost his team. The Broncos received the punt a few plays later with 53 seconds left.  

 

"In that situation, we have to be able to keep the ball inbounds," Bears coach Lovie 

Smith said. "He'll tell you that. I know we'd all like to have that one back."  

 

Barber wasn't available for comment after the game.  

 

Barber finished the game with 108 rushing yards on 27 carries, but he fumbled in 

overtime at the Broncos' 33-yard line.  

 

On the next play, Robbie Gould - who earlier hit a franchise-record 57-yarder - 

would have lined up for a 51-yard field goal.  

 

"He's a veteran; he knows better," Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey said of 

Barber. "You can't do that. Thank God for us."  

 

The game was largely ugly in the first half, with both offenses struggling and 

dropping balls.  

 

But Devin Hester returned a punt 26 yards in the third quarter, handing the ball to 

his offense at the Broncos' 42-yard line. Barber pounded five runs for 36 yards, 

including nine yards for the touchdown.  

 

"All losses are tough, but this one is especially tough," Smith said. "This one hurts. 

There's not a lot more I can say." 
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IN BRIEF; Mile-high mountain of regret for 'D' 

Mark Potash 
Chicago Sun-Times  

December 12, 2011 

DENVER - Losing is never easy. But it's even tougher after you've been Tebow-ed. 

''It's frustrating to be up 10-0 in the fourth quarter like that. There's no excuse to 

lose that football game,'' Bears linebacker Brian Urlacher said after the Bears 

were victimized by Tim Tebow and the Denver Broncos in a 13-10 overtime loss 

Sunday. ''We made enough plays throughout the game. We just didn't make them 

when they counted.''  

 

Teammate Lance Briggs was equally stumped to explain the stunning loss in much 

detail. 

 

''They made a play,'' Briggs said of the Broncos forcing a Marion Barber fumble in 

overtime that cost the Bears a chance to kick a winning field goal and set up the 

Broncos' winning drive. ''They made a play with us in field-goal range. We were 

poised to kick the ball after that play [when Barber fumbled]. But . . . hats off to 

them.''  

 

The Bears were in control for most of the game. What was the difference in the 

fourth quarter?  

 

''We didn't finish - that was the difference,'' Urlacher said. ''We got into our cover-2 

there at the end, and they kind of went down the field and scored on us. We just 

didn't make plays when we had the chance to. That's what it comes down to. And 

they did.''  

 

Hester comes through  

 

Even out of sync, Devin Hester found a way to make a difference.  

 

With several opportunities on punt returns, Hester seemed to be fair-catching punts 
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he could have returned. But one he returned that probably should have been fair 

caught helped spark the Bears' lone touchdown drive.  

 

Taking a towering Britton Colquitt punt at his 32 near the right sideline in the 

third quarter, Hester looked like he was hemmed in for a loss when he retreated 

nine yards, twisted and turned and reversed field for a 26-yard return to the 

Broncos' 42. Had he stayed outside instead of cutting inside toward the end of the 

run, he might have had a bigger return.  

 

But it didn't matter. The Bears drove 42 yards on six plays for Barber's nine-yard 

touchdown that gave them a 7-0 lead.  

 

''Fortunately, I got an opportunity to get back to [the ball] and just tried to make a 

play to get the offense a good field position,'' Hester said. ''We knew that the key to 

the game was going to be field position. We knew both offenses weren't going to 

make a lot of points, so at the end of the day this game came down to getting good 

field position and containing Tebow.''  

 

Gould record  

 

Robbie Gould kicked a career-best 57-yard field goal on the first play of the fourth 

quarter that gave the Bears a 10-0 lead. His previous best was 54 against the Lions 

at Ford Field last season. The kick was a franchise record, too.  

 

Gould, who was 0-for-2 on field-goal attempts of 50 or more yards in his first four 

years in the NFL, is 11-for-15 since - including 6 of 6 this season.  

 

Steltz bomber  

 

Playing in place of injured starter Major Wright, safety Craig Steltz forced Tebow 

into a rare turnover when he sacked him on a delayed blitz and forced a fumble 

that was recovered by Israel Idonije. Earlier in the fourth quarter, Steltz forced a 

scrambling Tebow to run out of bounds one yard short of a first down, leading to a 

Denver punt.  

 

Third-down blues  
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The Bears failed to covert their first six third-down conversions to give them a 

string of 17 before Barber gained two yards on third-and-one to set up a first-and-

goal at the Broncos' 9. Barber's nine-yard run on the next play gave the Bears a 7-

0 lead.  

 

Overall, the Bears were 2-for-15. The offensive line didn't help, as Chris Spencer 

and Lance Louis were each called for false starts on third-down plays. 
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How to explain Tim Tebow? He has a QB 

rating of 110.2 after the third quarter 

 
Rick Telander 

Chicago Sun-Times  

December 12, 2011 

You could feel it with 53 seconds left and the Broncos with the ball on their own 20 

and the Bears leading 10-7, and the Broncos with no time outs left and about a 

popsicle's chance in hell of winning. 

What was it? 

Tebow rumblings. Tebow possibilities. Tebow...miracles? 

The kid with the legs of a fullback and the arm of javelin thrower (but not the 
accuracy) — he couldn't do this again, could he? 

He couldn't come from behind and beat the Bears after basically stinking up the 

joint for most of the game? 

He could. And he did. 

When he did do it, and the Broncos had won 13-10 in overtime, what were you 
supposed to say? 

I believe? 

I will go into the desert and eat locusts? 

I will handle snakes and speak in tongues because... because this damn stuff 

makes no sense? 

Long after the game had ended, with the press box empty of the news people who 
were down in the locker rooms getting the good and bad news, Bears general 

manager Jerry Angelo sat frozen in his chair. 

One elbow was on the counter in front of him, one in his lap, and he stared blankly 
down at the field five stories below. Nobody was around. He just stared. When he 

finally got up to leave, slowly putting on his business coat, he looked ten years 
older than when he had entered thie stadium. 

There was the journalistic thought of talking to the Bears GM about what he had 
just witnessed. But why do that? Angelo looked barely a part of this world. 

http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_19526658


Such is Tebow mania, from the hurtin' side. 

Maybe Marion Barber's refusal to stay in bounds on a late run--one of the dumbest 
moves this sportswriter has seen in years — and his overtime fumble were caused 

somehow by Tebow fever or the power rings emanating like shock waves from 
Tebow fever. 

As Broncos head coach John Fox said, "It's amazing how you can turn things 

around when they're going bad." 

Fox said the last minutes of Tebow-induced noise at Sports Authority Field at Mile 
High might have caused the Barber freak-outs and the Bears to get confused, 

generally.  

Who's got a better explanation? 

Tebow, a 6-foot-3, 235-pound tight end in a quarterback's jersey, is to fine 
helmsmanship as a dockworker is to a ballerina. 

And then he comes together at the end of games, drops the caveman posture and 

slingshot inaccuracy and becomes a weaving, laser-guided magician. 

This was his sixth fourth-quarter or overtime comeback victory in his first eleven 
starts in the NFL, for God's sake. 

And God, if you're reading, doing some Monday-morning quarterbacking, would you 

mind telling the rest of us what's up with this proselytizing young minister who did 
nearly a full minute of his famed "Tebow-ing" on the goalline, kneeling motionless 
on one knee, chin on fist like Rodin's "The Thinker," while the rest of his team lined 

up for the opening kickoff? 

Imagine, at the end of three quarters Tebow's passing stats were 3 completions in 
16 attempts for 45 yards, one interception, and a 13.5 quarterback rating. And his 

team was down 7-0. 

Of course, the first three quarters don't count in Tebow time. 

But the fourth quarter? How about this: 15 of 20 for 163 yards, a touchdown and a 
passer rating of 115.2. 

Overtime? 

He was 3 for 4 for 28 yards and a 93.8 rating. 

Of course, all that matters in this fantasy land of numbers is that the guy who runs 

the college option like he's an undergrad at a U.S. military academy, throws like a 



cowboy lassoing a steer, and smiles when people tell him he's an NFL misfit, simply 
wins. He's 7-1 so far this year. Six straight. 

Astoundingly, the wild-armed guy who is less than average for the first three 

quarters of his games, has a Hall of Fame-like quarterback rating in the fourth 
quarter and overtime of 110.2. How can this be? 

He has, says Fox, "competitive greatness." 

Did we mention he also runs over people? 

Tebow ran 12 times for 49 yards, and he now has 517 yards rushing this season, 
the most ever for a Broncos quarterback. His two runs on the last two offensive 
plays of the game, for six yards, set up Matt Prater's winning field goal. 

"He's a good runningback," was Bears linebacker Brian Urlacher's curt evaluation of 

Tebow's quarterbacking skills. 

Can't blame the Bears for being dazed and hurt. 

Can't blame talent evaluator Angelo for barely making it out of the building. 

Can't blame anybody for anything. 

Easier just to believe. 
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Broncos vs. Bears: Notebook 

By Gray Caldwell 

DenverBroncos.com 

December 12, 2011 

KEEPING THEIR HEADS UP 

DENVER -- The ball was right there in Demaryius Thomas' grasp. 

Early in the third quarter, Tim Tebow lofted a ball downfield from his own 45-yard 

line, and it looked like his fellow 2010 first-round draft pick was about to bring 

home a 55-yard touchdown. 

But the ball grazed off Thomas' fingertips for an incompletion. 

"If a ball‘s coming your way, you‘re supposed to catch it," Thomas said. "That‘s why 

you play receiver." 

He dropped his head for a moment as he walked to the sideline, disappointed in 

himself. 

Tebow saw that. 

He walked right up to the second-year receiver and told him, "Don't worry about it. 

You're going to score the game-winning touchdown." 

By the end of the game, Thomas had caught seven passes for 78 yards and a 

touchdown for the team's first points in the eventual 13-10 overtime victory. 

"He scored the one to get us within three, and then he came up with a bunch of 

huge plays to help us win it," Tebow said, smiling. "He didn't technically score the 

game-winning touchdown, but I'll still give him credit." 

It's that belief from his quarterback that Thomas said he appreciates most. 

He and Eric Decker both took credit for a handful of drops early in Sunday's game, 

as the Broncos offense couldn't muster any points until late in the fourth quarter. 

"The first half was ugly for us," Decker said. 

But when it counted, the receivers were there to make plays -- and their 

quarterback trusted them enough to put them in position to make them. 

"That‘s all you can ask for, an opportunity," said Decker, who caught three passes 

for 33 yards. "You‘re going to make some mistakes. The best thing is just the 

http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/demaryius-thomas/a951744a-72dd-4748-a461-02fc06668e12/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/tim-tebow/071a5a38-08d2-41b2-a0ec-949b28258d40/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/eric-decker/48c2a608-4961-41d8-81f5-9c43a132f25f/


character of everybody on this team. It‘s never-say-never, it‘s never fold. It‘s 

always, let‘s get the next one.‖ 

Thomas caught two more passes in overtime, and that was all it took, as Matt 

Prater knocked home the game-winning 51-yard field goal. 

Head Coach John Fox said he was proud of the way the offense continued to battle 

after a rough start. 

"We had some drops, but a guy that dropped a couple passes caught (a huge) 

touchdown," Fox said. "That's kind of the M.O. on this bunch. I want to thank the 

good Lord for that locker room and that staff, because they've kept fighting and 

done a heck of a job." 

A 'BIG BROTHER' ON THE SIDELINE 

When Brian Dawkins left Sunday's game with a neck injury, Quinton Carter moved 

into the veteran's spot at strong safety, and Rahim Moore stepped in at free safety. 

But even though Dawkins wasn't on the field, he was plenty involved in the game. 

"He‘s over there coaching me up, different checks, I‘m trying to learn it on the fly," 

Carter said. "That‘s really what was going on. I just settled down, this check, that 

check, move here, move there, and pretty much Dawk being a big brother." 

Dawkins said he was simply trying to help the rookie safeties relax, so they could 

make adjustments and make plays. 

"With the pressure the way it was, you can understand how things can be running 

full-speed upstairs," he said. "I was just trying to get both of them to calm down. 

Just relax and play ball." 

Carter, who finished with two tackles and a special teams stop, said he "didn't play 

a good game," but having Dawkins helping him consistently on the sideline made it 

that much better. 

"Words can‘t explain it," he said. "I‘m not sure if any other guy would‘ve been over 

there really just calm, pumping us up, making sure we stay focused and settling us 

down. As a leader, legendary player, it‘s an honor playing next to him." 

Dawkins said he'll "bust (his) behind" to get back on the field next week, but he 

was happy with how his rookie replacements fared. 

"Those young guys did a great job," he said. 

PRATER DOES IT AGAIN 
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For the third consecutive week, the Broncos had a walk-off win. 

In Week 12 in San Diego, Prater drilled an overtime game-winning field goal. In 

Week 13, Prater did the job in Minnesota as time expired in regulation. Sunday, his 

59-yarder sent the game to overtime, and his 51-yarder won it in the extra frame. 

"You can't say enough about Prater and how clutch he is and how much he means 

to our team," Tebow said. "He's a great guy, a great person and a great player, and 

I'm proud that he's on our team." 

Prater admitted his "heart was definitely beating a bit" this week, as the team 

battled its way back down 10-0 to a tough Chicago Bears squad. 

But he was confident in both of his 50-plus-yard kicks. 

"I knew I hit them both pretty well as soon as I hit them," he said. "Once I looked 

up I saw they were going down the middle. It felt good." 

Prater had a 28-yard field goal blocked in the second quarter, but he was ready 

when his name was called with the game on the line. 

"This year I‘ve had more (pressure kicks) then I‘ve had in my whole career," he 

said. "When my number is called I hope to come through. That‘s my job." 

Carter said he had no doubt his kicker would come through. 

"Prater's got the juice," Carter smiled. "As soon as he kicked the winner I ran on 

the field screaming." 

  



Never Out of the Fight  

By Max Henson 

DenverBroncos.com 

December 12, 2011 

DENVER -- Of all the comeback victories the Denver Broncos have claimed this 

season, Wesley Woodyard had to admit the 13-10 overtime win against the Bears 

stands as the most unlikely. 

"This one," he said, "we had our backs up against the wall the most." 

Their backs were so far against the wall they could have left an imprint. 

This time the Broncos were down 10-0 with less than five minutes to go in the 

fourth quarter. No timeouts. 

But at the 8:40 mark of overtime, there was Matt Prater, drilling the 51-yard game-

winning field goal. 

"We've been there before, haven't we?" safety Brian Dawkins said. "This is nothing 

new." 

This is the norm for the 8-5 Broncos. 

Denver has now won six in a row. The team trailed at halftime in four of those 

games. 

Week after week, the Broncos defy the odds. Week after week they scratch and 

claw for victories that appear to be out of reach. 

"I can't really explain how we're doing it," wide receiver Eric Decker said. "We're 

just doing it." 

A broad explanation for this continued success is difficult to conjure up. Each 

victory in this six game win streak has featured a unique set of circumstances. A 

unique set of challenges. 

But the one commonality in all of them has been Denver's collective mindset, a 

shared belief throughout the locker room that they will find a way to win. 

"Our guys never blink. They remain positive," Head Coach John Fox said. "That's 

kind of the M.O. of this bunch." 

"We have a team that constantly believes and believes in each other," quarterback 

Tim Tebow said. 
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"In those last five minutes, if it's in reach for us to get it, we feel like we're going to 

win," Woodyard said. "That's the kind of mentality that we have." 

"All you have to do is give us a chance," Defensive end Elvis Dumervil said. 

The Broncos got that chance. 

After the Broncos failed to recover an onside kick, there didn't seem to be enough 

time left to mount a comeback. But Chicago running back Marion Barber ran out of 

bounds on second down with less than two minutes remaining, stopping the clock 

when Denver had no more timeouts. 

The Broncos got the ball back with 53 seconds left. Prater kicked the 59-yard, 

game-tying field goal eight plays later. 

In overtime, the Bears once again appeared poised to emerge victorious. With the 

ball at the Denver 38-yard line, Barber found room to run up the middle and burst 

through for 5 yards - a gain that would have set up Robbie Gould for the potential 

game-winning field goal. 

But Woodyard forced Barber to fumble at the end of the run and the Broncos 

recovered. 

"He gashed us on the play actually and somehow I just had to make a play," 

Woodyard said. "My teammates believe in me and I believe in them and that's what 

it's all about - making plays at the end of the game." 

Making plays at the end of the game is what the Broncos have consistently done. 

They've got an undeniable flare for the dramatic. 

And now the never-say-die Broncos are alone at the top of the AFC West standings. 

"Last week was crazy, the week before was crazy, but every week, the next game 

takes the crown every game," safety Quinton Carter said. 

"We keep making it tougher and tougher but the guys we've got on the team, 

everybody's fighting," linebacker D.J. Williams added. "You never know what's 

going to happen until that last second goes off the clock." 
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Broncos Rally for Sixth Consecutive Win 

By Kenny Legan 

DenverBroncos.com 
December 12, 2011 

 

DENVER -- Everything was against them. 

     

The Broncos were down 10-0 with 4:34 left in the fourth quarter. They had 

managed only 96 yards against one of the best defenses in the NFL and had no 

timeouts left.  

 

And yet, a half-hour later, there were the Broncos, jubilantly hopping, skipping and 

running off the field after Matt Prater kicked a 51-yard field goal to give Denver a 

13-10 overtime victory and sole possession of first place in the AFC West. It was 

the Broncos' sixth straight victory, and the third consecutive game they have won 

on a walk-off Prater field goal. 

 

"We just felt like we were battle tested," linebacker Von Miller said. "We've been 

here before. We just felt extremely confident about the situation we were in and 

that we were going to be able to pull it off. That's just the mindset we've got. It 

just shows the character that we've got in the locker room." 

 

That character was apparent on the field Sunday, as for most of the second half, 

the thought of overtime seemed more like a dream than a reality. 

 

In a game where both defenses weren't giving up any ground, scoring was at a 

premium, and the Bears took advantage first. A 10-yard Marion Barber touchdown 

run and a franchise-record 57-yard field goal from Robbie Gould put Chicago up 10-

0 at the start of the fourth quarter. 

 

The next three offensive series after Gould made it a two-possession game, the 

Broncos managed just two first downs and turned the ball over on a fumble. 

 

Despite the seemingly dire situation, the team never gave up hope. 

 

"I never have doubt until I walk off that field," cornerback Champ Bailey said. 

"Once you say that, you might as well just walk off the field and go into the locker 

room. You can't stop believing. Anytime there is time left on the clock, you have to 

keep believing." 

 

So when quarterback Tim Tebow and the offense took the field with 4:34 

remaining, they knew the game wasn't out of reach. But they had to score. 

 

Starting at its own 37-yard line, the offense started chipping away. There was 

running back Lance Ball with a 6-yard reception. A few plays later, running back 

Jeremiah Johnson joined the mix with a pickup of 8 yards on another check-down 

http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/matt-prater/ea5f77c2-7f91-4d56-85ab-def0bf50b97f/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/von-miller/036470c3-df00-47e4-a936-86200f2c88dc/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/champ-bailey/e1617150-1aa6-4efa-b649-3467ecc2384a/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/tim-tebow/071a5a38-08d2-41b2-a0ec-949b28258d40/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/lance-ball/1013be27-ec3e-4deb-b885-4903d6763563/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/jeremiah-johnson/8f70df93-5520-4e7a-9a88-9e5fc3bb6bb3/


reception. Then Tebow hit Matthew Willis over the middle for 19 yards and 

suddenly the Broncos were at the Bears 17-yard line with less than three minutes 

remaining.  

 

Two plays later, Tebow scrambled to his right and found Demaryius Thomas wide 

open in the corner for a 10-yard touchdown pass that brought the Broncos within 

three points with 2:08 remaining. 

 

"Tim came in (the huddle) and just talked to us," Thomas said. "He just said, 'Get 

first down after first down.' We did that and got more chances and more chances. 

Just kept getting first downs and kept believing in each other." 

 

Denver went for the onside kick, which bounced twice and gave Denver a chance, 

but the Broncos couldn't come up with it. All Chicago needed was a first down to 

run out the clock. 

 

Thankfully for the Broncos - who didn't have any timeouts - the clock stopped at 

the two-minute warning stopped after they stuffed Marion Barber for no gain. 

 

Denver caught a game-saving break on second down. 

 

Barber took the handoff on a sweep to the left. He kept drifting left until D.J. 

Williams pushed him out of bounds, stopping the clock at 1:55. 

 

"I might have thanked the Lord when he did that," Tebow said. "He obviously, 

probably shouldn't do that, and that kept us in it. I mean, we probably would have 

had 10 seconds if he stayed in-bounds. But, it was just special." 

 

Instead, the Broncos got the ball back on their own 20-yard line with 53 seconds 

left. Three completions later, Denver made it all the way to the Bears 41-yard line, 

setting Prater up for what would be his first of two pressure-packed 50-plus-yard 

field goal attempts.  

 

He stepped into the 59-yarder and nailed it.  

 

"You can't say enough about Prater and how clutch he is and how much he means 

to our team," Tebow said. "He's a great guy and a great person and a great player. 

I'm proud that he's on our team." 

 

With the successful attempt, the game went into overtime, and the Bears won the 

coin toss. 

 

They were able to drive down the field, and were in range for a game-winning field 

goal. 

 

But the Broncos defense, which had played well all game but had not come up with 

the big play it needed, came through when it mattered most. 
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On third-and-7 from the Broncos 38-yard line, Barber took the handoff up the 

middle. After a 5-yard gain, he was met by a couple of Broncos including Wesley 

Woodyard, who stuck his arm out and forced the ball from his grasp. Elvis 

Dumervil pounced on it to give Denver new life. 

 

"It was crazy," Williams said. "I believe he was fighting for extra yardage. Our 

mentality was strip the ball, get the ball back. We got on the ball and it was history 

from there." 

 

Indeed, Tebow and the Broncos marched down the field, with help from two huge 

catches by Thomas - the most important one being a 10-yard reception on third-

and-8, setting Prater up for his third game-winning field goal in a row. 

 

"This has been a fun ride," Head Coach John Fox said. "I don't think we are done 

yet." 
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Broncos vs. Bears: Gameday Coverage 

by Max Henson  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011  

PREGAME: 
We‘re back at Sports Authority Field at Mile High for today‘s Week 14 matchup 

between the Broncos and Bears. 

We‘ve got great football weather in Denver here today, with sunny skies and 
temperatures in the mid-40s.  

Both teams enter today‘s game with 7-5 records. The Broncos will look to extend 

their five-game win streak and maintain their first-place standing in the AFC West 
division.  

We‘re about an hour and a half from kickoff so stay tuned as we keep you updated 
with all the latest info. 

BRONCOS VS. BEARS GAMECENTER: For play-by-play action and up-to-the-
minute stats, check out the DenverBroncos.com Gamecenter. We‘ll keep you 
updated here with scoring plays, drive recaps and all the fun bits and pieces you 

can‘t get from looking at a box score.  

BRONCOS ON TWITTER: Another option is to follow the @Denver_Broncos Twitter 
account. There are constant updates on there throughout the game. You don‘t have 

to be on Twitter to read the posts, but if you are, you should follow the account for 
news throughout the week as well. 

INACTIVES: Willis McGahee and Von Miller are both listed as active for today‘s 

game.  

BRONCOS TV COVERAGE: Take a look at which areas of the country will be able 
to see the Broncos-Bears game this afternoon. 

PREGAME PHOTOS: Photos from the Broncos warmup session prior to kickoff vs. 

Chicago.  

DENVER STARTERS: We are underway at Sports Authority Field at Mile High. 
Check out the Broncos starting lineup.  

FIRST QUARTER RECAP: The Broncos and Bears are scoreless after the first 
quarter of play.  

WILLIAMS NOTCHES TWO SACKS: With two sacks on Caleb Hanie already, D.J. 
Williams recorded his second career multi-sack game.  
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INJURY UPDATE: Andre‘ Goodman has a concussion and will not return. 

FIRST HALF RECAP: The Broncos and Bears are still scoreless at the end of the 
first half of play.  

MILLER TIES BRONCO ROOKIE SACK RECORD: Rookie LB Von Miller dropped 
Caleb Hanie for his 11.5 sack of the season.  

BEARS TAKE 7-0 LEAD: Marion Barber scored on a 9-yard run to give Chicago the 
lead. 

BEARS ADD 3: Robbie Gould hits a 57-yard attempt to extend the Chicago lead.  

TEBOW FINDS THOMAS FOR TD: Tim Tebow throws a 10-yard TD pass to 
Demaryius Thomas and the Broncos now trail 10-7.  

PRATER TIES GAME, NAILS 59-YARD FG: Matt Prater tied the game with a 59-
yard field goal and the we are going to overtime. 

BRONCOS RECOVER FUMBLE IN OT: Elvis Dumervil recovered a Marion Barber 
fumble in Denver territory in overtime. 

PRATER WINS IT IN OT: Matt Prater kicked the game-winning 51-yard field goal 
in overtime to give Denver a 13-10 win over the Bears.  
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Prater Wins It In OT 

by Kenny Legan  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011 

For the third consecutive week, kicker Matt Prater has kicked the game-winning 
field goal for the Broncos on the final play of the game. 

After tying the game with two seconds left in regulation with a 59-yard field goal, 

Prater won it in overtime with a 51-yard attempt. The score capped a nine-play, 
33-yard drive that started when Wesley Woodyard recovered a fumble by Marion 

Barber.  

Final score: Broncos 13, Bears 10  
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Broncos Recover Fumble in OT 

By Kenny Legan  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011 

The Broncos defense came up with the big play it needed. 

On third-and-7 from the Broncos 38-yard line, linebacker Joe Mays hit Bears 
running back Marion Barber, forcing a fumble that linebacker Wesley Woodyard 

recovered. 

The Broncos start with the ball on their own 34-yard line, needing just a field goal 
to win. Denver is 2-0 in overtime this year, with wins in Miami and San Diego. 
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Prater Ties Game, Nails 59-Yard FG 

by Max Henson 
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011   

With eight seconds remaining in the game, kicker Matt Prater trotted onto the field 
to attempt a 59-yard field goal. 

He drilled it — right down the middle with room to spare.  

And the game is now tied at 10 with just three seconds left.  

The Denver defense forced a three-and-out after failing to recover an onside kick 

and Tim Tebow and the offense took over with 53 seconds left. 

In seven plays the Broncos moved into Chicago territory and Prater came on for the 
game-tying attempt.  

Click here to listen to the audio highlight of the play from AM 850 KOA. 
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Tebow Finds Thomas For TD 

by Max Henson 
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011   

Tim Tebow completed a 10-yard pass to Demaryius Thomas in the corner of the 
end zone to cut the Chicago lead to 10-7. 

Tebow completed seven straight passes for 63 yards to move the ball down the 

field and find the end zone with 2:08 remaining in the game. 

The Broncos attempted an onside kick but it was recovered by the Bears.  

Click here to listen to the audio highlight of the play from AM 850 KOA. 

  

http://blog.denverbroncos.com/denverbroncos/tebow-finds-thomas-for-td/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/multimedia/audio/Broncos-vs-Bears-Tebow-Finds-Thomas-for-TD/0a93d1fb-1423-43f9-bcd4-95ba78870faf
http://www.denverbroncos.com/multimedia/audio/Broncos-vs-Bears-Tebow-Finds-Thomas-for-TD/0a93d1fb-1423-43f9-bcd4-95ba78870faf


Bears Add 3 

by Max Henson  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011 

Robbie Gould connected on a 57-yard field goal attempt to give the Bears a 10-0 
lead over the Broncos at the start of the fourth quarter. 

14:55 remains in the game and the Broncos are set to take over at their own 20 

after a touchback.  
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Bears Take 7-0 Lead 

By Max Henson  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011 

Marion Barber scored on a 9-yard run and Robbie Gould added the PAT to give 
Chicago a 7-0 lead over the Broncos with 5:19 to go in the third quarter. 

A 26-yard punt return from Devin Hester set the Bears up at the Denver 42-yard 

line. From there, Barber ran the ball for 36 yards on five carries, the last of which 
ended with the 9-yard score. 

After a touchback, the Broncos are now taking over at the 20.  
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Miller Ties Broncos Rookie Record 

By Gray Caldwell  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011 

With his third-quarter takedown of Bears quarterback Caleb Hanie, Von Miller 
increased his season sack total to 11.5. 

That ties Miller with Rulon Jones for most sacks in team history by a rookie. 

The Broncos now have three sacks — the other two came via D.J. Williams — in a 

game that remains scoreless with 10:29 remaining in the third quarter. 

Click here to listen to the audio highlight from AM 850 KOA. 
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First Half Recap 

By Max Henson  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011 

We‘ve got a defensive battle here today between the Broncos and Bears. 

The first half has come to an end and it‘s still scoreless, with both defenses 
controlling the game. 

The Denver defense hasn‘t allowed a third down conversion, with Chicago 0-for-5 in 

that category and the Bears have been limited to just 84 total yards of offense. D.J. 
Williams has two sacks and Chris Harris nearly came up with an interception in the 

closing moments of the half.  

Offensively, the Broncos have amassed 135 total yards and they set up Matt Prater 
for a 28-yard field goal attempt. But the Bears blocked Prater‘s effort at the 7:27 
mark of the second quarter to keep the game tied 0-0.  

It‘s the eighth time in team history the Broncos and their opponent have been 
scoreless at half and Denver is 5-2 in those games.  

Here are first half audio highlights courtesy of AM 850 KOA.  
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Broncos vs. Bears: Injury Updates 

By Gray Caldwell  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11th, 2011 

Brian Dawkins has a neck injury and his return is questionable. 

David Bruton is questionable to return as well with a calf injury. 

Marcus Thomas is probable to return with a knee injury. UPDATE: Thomas has 
returned to the game. 

Andre‘ Goodman will not return to the game after suffering a concussion. 

We‘ll keep this blog updated with any further injury news. 
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DenverBroncos.com 

December 11, 2011 

Brian Dawkins has a neck injury and his return is questionable. 

David Bruton is questionable to return as well with a calf injury. 

Marcus Thomas is probable to return with a knee injury. UPDATE: Thomas has 
returned to the game. 
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Williams Notches Two Sacks 

by Gray Caldwell  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11, 2011 

Midway through the second quarter, D.J. Williams has spearheaded a Broncos 
defense that has allowed just two first downs to the Bears offense. 

Part of that effort has been Williams‘ two sacks of quarterback Caleb Hanie. 

It‘s Williams‘ second career multi-sack game, and he now has five quarterback 

takedowns on the season. 

In addition, it marks the 12th consecutive game the Broncos have recorded at least 
two sacks, the longest active streak in the NFL this season. 

Courtesy of 850 KOA, here is the play-call from Williams‘ first sack, and here‘s the 

second. 
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First Quarter Recap 

by Max Henson  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11, 2011 

The Broncos and Bears are scoreless after the first quarter of play. 

D.J. Williams recorded a sack for the Denver defense, which has forced three punts.  

The Denver offense was able to move the ball into Chicago territory thanks in large 
part to 23-yard catch from Matt Willis, but Tim Tebow was intercepted by Charles 

Tillman at the Bears‘ 24-yard line late in the quarter.  

Britton Colquitt has punted twice and Chicago return man Devin Hester has been 
forced to call for two fair catches. 

Denver takes over on their own 29-yard line to start the second quarter. 
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Broncos Starters vs. Chicago 

by Gray Caldwell  
DenverBroncos.com 

December 11, 2011 

In addition to the season-long teams captains of Brian Dawkins, Champ Bailey, 
Wesley Woodyard, Chris Kuper and Willis McGahee, Joe Mays walked out to midfield 

for the coin toss as today‘s game captain. 

The Bears called tails and won the toss, and elected to defer. The Broncos received 
to start the game. 

The starting offense took the field with Tim Tebow at quarterback. Ryan Clady, 

Zane Beadles, J.D. Walton, Chris Kuper and Orlando Franklin make up the offensive 
line. Demaryius Thomas and Eric Decker are at receiver, Willis McGahee and 
Spencer Larsen are in the backfield and Daniel Fells is at tight end. 

After a punt, the starting Denver defense lined up. 

Elvis Dumervil, Brodrick Bunkley, Marcus Thomas and Robert Ayers make up the 
line. At linebacker are Von Miller, Joe Mays and D.J. Williams. In the secondary are 
Champ Bailey, Andre‘ Goodman, Brian Dawkins and Quinton Carter. 
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