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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/7/11) 

  

DEFENSIVE END JASON HUNTER 
 
On the defense making big plays 
“It’s a mindset, guys stepping up big in critical situations. In the NFL it’s about momentum and big plays, whoever makes the 
mistakes and whoever capitalizes off the mistakes. When those freebies happen, you have to capitalize on them, whether it’s [S] 
Brian Dawkins making a big play and I’m able to scoop up the fumble and give our offense good field position or [CB André  
Goodman] ‘Goody’  making a big interception—different guys stepping up in critical situations— and that’s big for us.” 
 
On DT Ryan McBean’s sack against Minnesota 
“McBean getting that big sack, guys are stepping up all over the place. That’s critical this time of year. Like our coach always tells 
us, everybody remembers what you do in December. This is pretty close to the playoffs, so if you want to get to that 
tournament, you have to play tough in December. Every game is important. You’re going to need those big plays down the 
stretch.” 
 
On if they’ve approached the last few games with a playoff mentality 
“You have to. You have to look at it like that. Right now, everything is tight. This time of year, everybody’s trying to put their bid 
in for the playoffs. The more wins you have, the better that resume looks at end. It’s just going to help you out. The way we’re 
playing right now, we have to keep it up. We can’t afford to start patting ourselves on the back. We’ve got to continue to grind, 
grind, grind, and at the end of this four game stretch, we’ll see where we are.” 
 
On how much the defense’s game plan is affected by the injuries to QB Jay Cutler and RB Matt Forte 
“We’ll come prepared. The coaches, I’m sure, are aware of that. They’ve got a good plan for us. It’s our job as pros to go out 
there and execute what we have in the game plan and do what the coaches ask us to do. They’ve got other guys that are capable 
of stepping up, like [RB Marion] Barber; he can make plays. They have the wide receivers and a quarterback that’s capable of 
getting them the ball. We just have to be prepared for whoever’s out there and be ready to execute.” 
 
On preparing for Chicago 
“You can’t take them lightly. I’ve seen too many times in my career where a team’s starter was down and a backup stepped in 
and played well. For instance, last week, [Toby] Gerhart—the running back from Minnesota—he stepped up and played big. He 
ran the ball hard. From week to week, you have to be prepared for whoever’s in there, because it’s all the NFL. When you get to 
this level, everybody’s good. There isn’t too much that separates a starter from a backup, so you have to prepare and be ready to 
execute on all levels.” 
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