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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/5/11) 

  

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX  
 

On the turnaround from last season 
“As I’ve mentioned all along, the staff, myself included, just getting to know our team, getting to know our players, you’re trying 
to implement an offense, a defense, the special teams [and] for all intents and purposes they were all different. It’s just getting 
to know the football team and them getting to know us and injecting them into what we expected, how we expected things to 
be done. It took some time obviously with our 1-4 start. We’re starting to become more comfortable with each other moving 
forward.” 
 
On the team’s loyalty to him 
“At the end of the day, whether you’re an assistant coach, a coordinator, or a head coach, it’s about relationships. Some work-
place relationships are better than others. I’ve had young coaches that have been first-year head coaches and ask, What would 
you recommend?’ I say, ‘Just be yourself.’ As I’ve said before, most of us aren’t smart enough to be anybody else. I’m just myself. 
I’ve been kind of the same whether it’s a DB coach, a coordinator or a head coach. When I first got the job, you try to put 
together a great staff. It’s not just one guy that does it. I do think we have an excellent staff. They’ve done a tremendous job. 
People live up or down to expectations, and we expect a lot. It’s more the philosophy of you work with us, not for us. I’ve found 
that’s worked, I know, for us.” 
 
On the progress 
“*Going 4-0 this quarter of the schedule], I think it was big. We knew it was a challenge going in because three out of four of our 
games were going to be on the road. That’s never easy. None of them are easy, but they are especially hard on the road. We feel 
fortunate and we’ve worked very hard to get to that point. It’s been a team effort.” 
 
On a good December 
“We’re about ready to embark on that. I know the way it worked out that game was in December yesterday, but moving 
forward, we’ve always taken the approach of people always remember what you do in December. We’ve got control of our 
destiny. We’ve got four tough games starting with this week at our place against the Chicago Bears.” 
 
On making public assertions about QB Tim Tebow’s future 
“Again, everybody is different…As it comes to us, I don’t care what position it is, the future in now. When you say things like, ‘He 
gives us the best chance to win,’ it comes back to haunt you (laughing). At the end of the day, understated and overproducing is 
a little bit better of an approach.” 
 
On playing better as the season goes on 
“We have a formula, and I don’t want to share that with the world. But I think at the end of the day, we’re just trying to improve 
as a football team. I think we’ve made some strides. We still have a lot of season left. Games in season are lost and won in the 
fourth quarter. This is a big step. Guys have had a chance to enjoy this victory, and they’ll have until Wednesday. We’ve got to 
start preparing to make this push. I think time will tell.” 
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On Tebow’s play yesterday 
“I thought he made progress. As we’ve said all along, we need to improve in that area, not just Tim. We have a young core of 
receivers. We’re really young in a lot of places on offense. The key to this thing is just getting better every week, every play, 
every quarter. He definitely made strides yesterday.” 
 
On the offense 
“We have different things we react to based on what the defense does. I thought [WR] Demaryius [Thomas] had by far his best 
game…He’s young, and he’s kind of just gotten back into our offense not too long ago. I think he’ll just get better. It’s not just 
one position. It’s a team effort. I think yesterday was indication of that.” 
 
On S Rahim Moore being inactive yesterday 
“Our special teams needed some help in other areas. We decided to go with *WR+ Eddie *Royal+ who missed some time last 
week. We wanted to protect ourselves at that position, and that affected what our 46 [-man] roster was yesterday.” 
 
On K Matt Prater’s improvements 
“I’m not taking credit for that, for sure. I know absolutely nothing about kicking. *Special Teams Coordinator+ Jeff Rodgers and 
[Assistant Special Teams Coach] Keith Burns do a great job. I think our specialists help each other. [LS] Lonie Paxton has been 
around. He’s been with some great kickers. I’d like to attribute that a lot more to them than me.” 
 
On being a fan of Tebow 
“I’ve told you all along, he’s a tremendous competitor. I think, if I can recollect saying yesterday that the guys wins, how can you 
not be a fan of that? He does it with his feet, with his arm, just with his competitive greatness, really. That’s what you’re looking 
for in a quarterback.” 
 
On the style of offense yesterday 
“Some of the option stuff is just an extension of our run game, and there are certain things our opponents will do to kind of 
prevent that and it opens up some other portions of our run game…My hat’s off to our offensive staff and players to adjust. That 
was part of the adjustment yesterday.” 
 
On Special Teams Coordinator Jeff Rodgers 
“It’s trial and error. That’s what coaching is. He has a good rapport with the guys. He’s a good fundamental teacher. He’s a good 
evaluator of players. He did well in college for some time, as well as pro football. That position is a very hard position because 
you get backups at a lot of spots. We had a lot of injuries early. He’s been able to weather through that. I think he and Keith, 
they’re just outstanding coaches or teachers in that area.” 
 
On Tebow’s fumble 
“The rule on that is that supposedly the ground can’t cause a fumble but with the ball it can, so they ruled it that the ball was 
loose before his knee hit the ground.” 
 
On QB Tim Tebow inspiring others 
“I think we’ve had a lot of players inspire each other. That’s why it’s ultimately a team game. Timmy’s definitely done that, and 
so have a lot of players on this football team.” 
 
On grading the defense 
“I’m not a huge statistic guy. Sometime they’re indicators. The most important statistic, I know I’ve said it a thousand times, I’ll 
say it a thousand and one, is winning and doing the things necessary it takes to win. Again, I don’t like giving a grade until the full 
body of work is done, and we’re not done yet. I like grading when the test is over.” 
 
On leading the team 
“I think it’s a team effort. It’s players coaches, players, staff. We have a great building of people here. It’s an outstanding 
organization from the top down. Mr. B [Owner Pat Bowlen] has done a terrific job here over the years. Falling on a little bit of a 
hard time, but we’ve got guys going in the right direction and where we end up, who knows? We’re not done yet, and we still 
have a lot of hard work ahead of us. It’s to credit everybody in there.” 
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On K Matt Prater 
“There are all kind of little things. If you play golf, sometime you over swing, sometimes you try to hit it too hard, sometimes that 
doesn’t work out. It’s a rhythm. It’s a stroke. However you want to look at it, it’s very technical. People assume it’s just going to 
go perfectly, but the snap, the hold—holding is a pressure situation. Everybody kind of assumes that’s going to happen, but I’ve 
seen that not happen in big spots. All those mechanics on that play are huge and it’s under pressure typically. It takes time and 
practice. These guys are pros and they’re best in the world at what they do. Whether you’re a PGA golfer, you’re going to hit 
some slumps where you might have a hard time getting it into the fairway off the tee. You go work it out. That’s what Matt has 
done.” 
 
On RB Lance Ball 
“We have complete trust in Lance. He stepped in when *RB+ Willis *McGahee+ has been hurt. We’ve had a next-man-up 
philosophy the whole year. [LB] Mario Haggan stepped in and had a heck of a performance for *LB+ Von Miller. I’m not sure who 
was more excited on the pick-six, Mario or Von. It’s kind of what you stress and what you believe in, and we have all the 
confidence in the world in Lance Ball.” 
 
On handing it off on the final drive 
“They just executed the play call. We were trying to run the clock down and make sure our field goal was the last play of the 
game.” 
 
On if Minnesota should have let Denver score at the end to get the ball back 
“Hindsight is 20-20; I’ll remind everybody of that. I thought they did the right thing in my estimation. It didn’t work out, but like 
most decisions you make, you hear about it when it doesn’t work. 
 
“I’ve seen it done before. Sometimes it can be beneficial, but you have to finish the deal. I don’t know if that’s happened many 
times.” 
 
On rookie LB Nate Irving 
“We’ve had great contributions by our last two draft classes. One was here before I got here. Nate is going to be a good football 
player. He’s young. He’s playing behind a veteran guy (LB Joe Mays) right now. He’s getting better every day. He’s contributed a 
lot on special teams. That’s where a lot of rookies break in in this league. We’ve been in the situation where we’ve had to start a 
couple, and they’ve improved. Nate is growing. We have a lot high hopes for him. [LB] Joe [Mays] got dinged, got cramped up, so 
he went in.” 
 
On when he starts thinking about the playoffs 
“When you get in them.” 


