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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/1/11) 

 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR MIKE McCOY 
 
On how well QB Tim Tebow threw the ball downfield against San Diego 
“He’s getting better every week, and we put a lot of emphasis on that, doing certain things, working with mechanics, anticipating 
certain things, and he’s getting better every week. That’s all we can ask from him.” 
 
On keeping defenses on their toes and avoiding blitzes  
“That’s the great thing with what we’re doing right now. You cut back on some of the rushes and some of the things they want to 
do defensively just because they’re playing the system that we’re playing right now. We haven’t been afraid to run it on third 
down, so those down-and-distances where you might see a lot of pressures, we haven’t seen a ton of that.” 
 
On motivating his receivers in a run-heavy offense 
“I think that goes all the way back to the Kansas City game. The three times we threw it to [WR] Eric Decker there was an 
opportunity for three possible touchdowns. Unfortunately, we didn’t hook up on two of them, but when you play this type of 
system we’re playing right now and you’re running the football the way we are, when you go to playactions, now, all of a 
sudden, it’s an opportunity for a big play, that explosive play that you’re looking for.” 
 
On the matchup between T Ryan Clady and DE Jared Allen 
“It’s going to be a great game for both of them. They’re both outstanding players, Pro Bowl-caliber players. They play extremely 
hard every play. It’ll be a battle every play.” 
 
On T Ryan Clady 
“We rely on him to do it all. I’ve got no fear at all putting him one-on-one against the best guy we play each week. I’ve got a lot 
of confidence in Ryan Clady, as a staff we do, as an organization [we do]. He’s an outstanding left tackle, and he’s exactly what 
you want. There are plenty of times where we’re going to help him, because you want to do that. You want that guy to know 
that there is going to be a presence, [that] he’s going to be chipped, or that somebody’s going to be there. It’s not fair to any of 
those guys, and there are certain games when you look back earlier in the year where we could have helped those guys, whether 
it’s [T] Orlando [Franklin] or Ryan. That’s a tough matchup. You’ve got guys coming out there playing defensive end now that are 
running mid four’s [-second 40-yard dash times], flying off the ball. They’re 280 pounds, sometimes 300-plus [pounds], and 
they’re phenomenal athletes rushing the passer, so whenever you can help those guys, we’re going to do it. Then again, I have a 
lot of confidence in Ryan to say, ‘Hey, if there are certain plays I need you, we’re going to count on you. We’ll single you up,’ and 
I have no questions at all that he’s going to win.” 
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On evaluating the performance of a quarterback 
“Number one, I think it’s always going to come down to winning and losing. That’s their job. How do you win? There’s no such 
thing as an ugly win. We’re going to do whatever we can to win games, so that’s the number one criterion. Is the guy a winner or 
not? Can his team rally behind him? Do they believe in him as a quarterback, so when the game is on the line, or when you’re 
down in the first quarter, do they fold the tent or do they believe in the guy that’s back there? If you don’t believe in your 
quarterback and the team doesn’t believe in you, you’re in trouble. You’ve got two strikes against you; but when the players that 
are in the huddle with them, or the defensive guys, special teams guys, when they believe in him, it doesn’t matter. As long as 
there’s time left on the clock, the good ones find a way to win. That’s what it’s about.” 
 
On different quarterback styles 
“You would love for a guy to be a high-percentage guy statistically, but then again, there are plenty of quarterbacks who have 
thrown for 400 yards and lost the game. It’s a matter of what type of style you’re playing, and it comes down to winning and 
losing. Of course you’d like to say, ‘Hey, your quarterback is 6-5 and this and that, can make every throw, he’s 70 percent.’ Like 
Green Bay, the way they’re throwing the football right now, that is the way everyone wants to be, but it’s not that easy.”  
 
On if defenses will find plays that are successful against the Broncos’ style of offense 
“I think so, but you have to be give and take. In a practice week, there are only so many things you can do, and I think we’re 
evolving week to week here. We are changing a number of things here, and we’re building off of this. We knew that when we 
first got into this that we weren’t going to throw everything at the players. The one guy that knows most of it is Tim, obviously. 
This is what he’s done, but it wouldn’t be fair to the rest of our offense to say we are going to do everything the very first week 
he started playing after the San Diego game. So we’ve kind of been building on it from week to week and just keep going. There 
are going to be plenty of things each week that teams are going to be seeing for the first time whether it’s a formation, a 
different style of play, but we are trying to stay within our system as much as possible. I think it’s only going to get better with 
time. The Jets did a nice job against us. When you go back and look at film, there are certain things. We were close on a lot of 
things, but they did a nice job. We’re adjusting, like I mentioned earlier, with the passing game. Each series teams are changing. 
What they are doing is they have a certain plan so some of the things we’re going into a game plan with—a certain way to throw 
the ball or even run it—we’re going to have to change. That’s regardless of who your quarterback is. This is a little bit different 
because we don’t know from week to week going into a game plan what we’re going to see because teams change against us 
now.” 
 
On changing the offense to throw the defense off 
“Without a doubt because there are going to be new wrinkles, but that’s any game plan you have. Once you have your core 
established, you adjust from week to week whether it’s formation, schematically, how you’re going to give them something 
different—we’re changing weekly.” 
 
On his relationship with Tebow 
“Tim, myself, and [Quarterbacks Coach] Adam Gase work very close together as with all the quarterbacks. We spend so much 
time with these guys, and it doesn’t matter who the quarterback is or whether it’s the offseason or the season. We work 
extremely hard together, and we’re in it together. That’s the way you’ve got to be. It doesn’t matter who the guy is playing. The 
first time we were in a meeting, that’s the way I told them I wanted the meeting room to be, and then last year and even this 
year. We have the same talk each year because it’s never going to be easy for the quarterbacks. They get too much credit when 
you win, and too much credit when you lose whether they threw for X-number of yards, rushed for X-number of yards. That’s 
just the way it is. You have to be able to go through the tough times together. Then it’s all about winning and losing, so we work 
extremely hard. When you see us at games after we win, there is that great feeling you have when you win a football game 
because you work so hard, you spend every minute of the week just thinking about ‘how can I get Tim to be successful and our 
entire offense.’ That’s all we think about as a coaching staff. What can we do to help our players be successful? And we’re open. I 
think we have a great coaching staff here. I think that is the relationship all our coaches have with the players, and that’s what 
[Head] Coach [John] Fox wants. He wants us to have that working relationship with players, but also that friendship that they 
know we care about them as players and also as human beings. That’s why you see the excitement and the joy at the end of 
games because we spend the entire day, all offseason together, and you work together to have success. I don’t want to say 
coach vs. the players, but I just think there is a working relationship. Adam Gase and I, we don’t just go into meetings and it’s not 
just football all day long. We get our work done, but we also talk about families. We do things together. We like to have fun in 
the meeting rooms, and there is a time and place to be a professional. They know that from Day One, and we set that standard 
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when we first start the season and get into training camp. We’re also not afraid to sit down and talk about families, talk about 
our kids. Tim asks about my kids all the time. When my kids come around, he’s great with them, and all the quarterbacks are. 
That’s just the way we like it to be. You have to enjoy what you’re doing. This game is tough; it’s not easy to be successful in it. 
We all work extremely hard, so when you win football games, there is nothing like it.” 
 
On Tebow saying they want to end every possession either punting, kicking an extra point or a field goal 
“It comes down to complimentary football, offense, defense and special teams, and feeding off of one another. Right now our 
defense is playing great. They are helping us out a ton. The way it works, the style of football we’re playing right now, we’re not 
afraid to run it on third down, and if we don’t get it, we punt it. We back them up. I think I heard someone say that San Diego 
started eight possessions inside the 20-yard line. Sooner or later, we’re going to make that play to get into field goal range, make 
a big play like [WR] Eric Decker scored at the end of that half. That drive was set up by a good return by our special teams. It’s a 
matter of playing complimentary football in all three phases and just playing smart. That’s the way we’re doing it. That’s the way 
Tim is doing it. We’re moving the football. You see plenty of 7-10 play drives, we may not get points out of it, but we’re wearing 
football teams down. We just keep plugging along. We believe in what we’re doing. Our defense is flying around. Special teams is 
doing a nice job getting us good field position, and we’re just feeding off one another. The players are believing in what we’re 
doing.” 
 
On all three phases working together  
“We’re not hurting the football team. It doesn’t matter if you have a 10-play drive, and all of a sudden you turn the ball over, and 
it just wipes everything out for you. The whole team feels that way. If you keep plugging away, a three-and-out, we have a good 
punter here. He does a nice job, so if we pin them deep, it helps our defense. Not many teams consistently, if you get pinned 
inside the 20-yard line eight times, you’re not going to score a ton of points that way unless you go on because this game is so 
hard as it is you’re not going to be able to put those 10, 15-play drives every possession. You’re going to have those seven, eight-
play drives, and, hey, if you don’t convert on third down, you punt it, pin them back and we do a nice job of pinning them inside 
the 20 and our defense gets the ball. See what happens from there.”  
 
 


