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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/1/11) 

 
SAFETY BRIAN DAWKINS 
 
On how the Vikings game plan with change if RB Adrian Peterson is unavailable 
“You’re talking about one of the best backs in the league. Some of the things they do with him, they might not do with some of 
the other backs; but at the same time, they can stick No. 12 [WR Percy Harvin] back there, and he does his thing. If he doesn’t 
play, we will obviously expect more of No. 12 in the backfield.” 
 
On Minnesota WR Percy Harvin’s versatility  
“He’s blessed with the ability to do that. That’s why you don’t see everybody doing that. He can do all those things. When he’s a 
running back, he runs like a running back. You can see him running through tackles, breaking tackles, and he’s a tough guy to 
bring down. When they get the ball to him in space, he can make people miss in space. Then, he has the speed to run down the 
field. Everybody’s not like that, so to have a guy like that, and for them to be smart enough to use him that way, is definitely a 
test in itself for us to figure out where he is and make sure that we have not just one guy around him but as many guys as 
possible to bring him down.”  
 
On Minnesota QB Christian Ponder 
“He’s doing a good job from what I can see. They’ve lost some close games, and they’ve been in the games. He’s absolutely 
mobile. You can kind of see him pull away from guys when he tucks the ball and decides to run with it. Then, he has the mobility 
to get outside the pocket and still put the ball on the money down the field. He’s doing some good things that I can see on film.” 
 
On winning as a team 
“I’ve been around some teams where we had to come back from some holes that we dug ourselves into when it was a team 
effort to get back into the playoffs and what we did there. I’ve been around some teams that did what we’re doing right now, so 
that’s why this is something that I’m used to seeing, and it’s an exciting thing to be back a part of.”  
 
On winning close games 
“A win is a win. You want everybody to have their time and step up when their number is called, but if we can go out and blow 
teams out from the jump, and the offense goes out and blows a team out, or the defense can get five or six turnovers in a game 
and return four of them for touchdowns, we’ll take that any day. But, if we have to win this way, we’re more than welcome to 
doing that, and we’ll feel good about it.”   
 
On his physical and mental strength 
“A little bit of both, knowing that I tear it down to build it back up during the week. It’s just one of those things that I have my 
career to realize. I know what I have to do. I know the things that I need to do to get back ready for the game that next because I 
know my teammates are counting on me, but that’s the main thing. I know my teammates are counting on me to be on the field 
giving it 110 percent and doing what I do on the football field to help this team out. That in itself is enough for me to take my 
behind to sleep on time, stretch like I’m supposed to and do the things I need to do to get my body back ready.” 
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On expecting to win 
“We expect to win early, but, I know, other people didn’t expect us to win. But we expected to win. When those things don’t 
happen, you get upset, and I think the thing that we did as a team is we continued to come together in the midst of all that 
turmoil. So now, we are continuing to lean on each other. We’re not leaning on our side or what other people are saying about 
us now. When the times were down, they were saying down things about us. Coach always tells me to be careful of the smoke 
when you’re on fire, so now we’re not worried about the smoke. The smoke does not drive us. We’re going to continue to go out 
and play for one another.” 
 
On low scoring games putting more pressure on the defense 
“If we do that regardless of what’s going on on offense—I don’t care what’s going on with special teams or offense—if we do the 
things that we’re supposed to do defensively, we still should be close enough to be able to pull out a victory. That’s how we 
approach this thing.” 
 
On blitzing 
“That’s the thing about it, every cat gets his turn on this defense. That’s the fun thing about it going forward. Early on it was a 
little different, but now everybody gets their chance. When I get my chance, when he calls my number, and I get that 
opportunity, [Defensive Coordinator Dennis Allen] knows, and my teammates know, if I get there, it’s not going to be pretty.”  
 
 
 


