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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/1/11) 

 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR DENNIS ALLEN 
 
On Minnesota QB Christian Ponder 
“I think he’s athletic obviously. He can really scramble around, extend the play, and that’s something we have to really contend 
with. I think he really throws the ball pretty well. I’ve been really impressed with this guy. I think he’s going to be an exceptional 
quarterback.” 
 
On the amount of sacks on Ponder 
“I think some of it is just that he trusts so much in his athletic ability that he’s going to try to avoid a sack and sometimes you’re 
able to get to him.” 
 
On the defense 
“Really I think it’s two-fold. I think it’s a combination of being able to get a consistent group out there that stays together and 
understands where everybody is going to be on each particular play, and there’s nothing that helps the pass coverage more than 
the pass rush. I think we’ve been able to do a pretty good job of rushing the passer and making it hard for the quarterback to 
hold onto the ball and throw balls down the field.” 
 
On CB André Goodman  
“The last couple of weeks it’s been exceptional. I think he had four passes broken up last week against San Diego. They really 
tried him a few times, and he made the play and did an outstanding job for us, and then obviously the Jets game he had the pick-
six for the touchdown. He’s going to get a lot of action because a lot of guys don’t want to go at [CB] Champ [Bailey], so he gets a 
lot of opportunities. He’s a real pro. He understands what teams are trying to do, and he’s made the plays when he needed to.” 
 
On challenges for young safeties 
“Adjustments based off of formations, based off of calling and understanding what teams are going to do based off of tendencies 
that they have from a formation standpoint. That’s the biggest thing because those guys have to be the quarterbacks on the 
field. They have to be able to get us in all the right checks. They have to be able to get us in all the right alignments. That’s the 
toughest thing for those young guys to do.” 
 
On the safeties 
“We’ve been able to do a few things there, and we’ve been able to use [S] Quinton [Carter] a little bit more in coverage and put 
[S Brian Dawkins] ‘Dawk’ back deep a little bit more. I think the more that he continues to develop in the system and understand 
what we’re trying to do, the more versatile we can be with all those guys.” 
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