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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (11/28/11) 

 

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX 
 
On the injury to CB Cassius Vaughn 
“We’re still evaluating things as far as how we’re going to deal with it, and when I have any concrete information, I’ll let you 
know.” 
 
On concerns with playing a game with 52 players on the active roster 
“It’s just one less you have to deactivate. You go into a game with the same number of guys, 46, so not really. I’ve done it 
before.” 
 
On RB Willis McGahee 
“He’s one of those guys—I’ve had players like that in the past—that take a little time to get a feel for it and get in a groove. In the 
run game, that can be particularly true. Then, there’s a wear-down effect on your opponent as well. It’s like body blows in a 
heavyweight fight. They might take their toll, maybe not in the first five rounds but in the last five rounds. Part of that’s just a 
culmination of sticking to it and pounding it until you open it up.” 
 
On sweeping divisional opponents on the road 
“I think it’s a mindset, something that we’ve stressed as a staff. To go on the road any time is a difficult duty. It’s just getting guys 
in that routine, getting them with that mindset, what it’s like to go into foreign territory. It’s something that I think our guys are 
starting to develop some confidence in.” 
 
On the possibility of winning the AFC West 
“Right now, we’re focusing on us, what we’ve got to do each week, each day, each play. We don’t want to be distracted by all the 
noise; we just try to stay focused on what we’re doing.” 
 
On whether there will come a time where he will start paying attention to what other teams are doing 
“Contrary to belief, we pay attention, but maybe not to those things.” 
 
On Defensive Coordinator Dennis Allen 
“I think Dennis and the whole defensive staff have done a terrific job. First of all, he’s a very sharp guy. He knows football. He’s 
been around good people; he has an aggressive style; he’s young; he relates to players well. His background was more on the 
back end, but he had spent some time working with the D-line, so I think he understands he back to the front, which I think is 
important in a fine, young coach.” 
 
On Defensive Coordinator Dennis Allen’s experience with NFL secondaries 
Through experience, I’ve kind of liked guys that have a familiarity with the back end because it ties into everything—having an 
understanding of that—because big plays do get you beat, and understanding how that works is key.” 
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On developing a game plan during the week 
“You hire coordinators, whether it’s [Special Teams Coordinator] Jeff Rodgers in the kicking game or [Defensive Coordinator] 
Dennis Allen on defense or [Offensive Coordinator] Mike McCoy on offense, you hire guys and let them do their job. Those guys 
do 90 percent of the work. I have input. The job description, in my opinion, of a head coach is to manage all three phases and 
manage the game on gameday. I have my hand, probably more than they want, in all of it, but at the end of the day, they 
prepare the offense, defense and kicking game, game plan it and call it on game day.” 
 
On his impressions of Defensive Coordinator Dennis Allen’s defensive game plans in recent weeks 
“They’ve done a terrific job, and it’s a whole staff. It’s not the head coach that does everything. It’s not the coordinators that do 
everything. We’ve got a good staff; I’ve said it all along. They do a great job of working together. They’re good guys, good 
teachers, good motivators, and I think it’s the whole staff’s input that’s gotten it turned around. They’ve done a terrific job.” 
 
On if there is a certain number of carries that he would like to see QB Tim Tebow take in a game 
“A lot of the things we do are based on what the defense does. Sometimes that’s hard to monitor. I worry about all of them as 
far as the durability and those types of things, but in a lot of ways, the quarterback is more exposed in the pass game than he is 
in the run game, because you can’t defend yourself. I’m concerned about everybody’s well-being, but there’s not a certain 
number.” 
 
On improvement in Tebow’s passing 
“He’s getting a better feel, and like the old adage, the more you do it, the better you get. I think [Quarterbacks Coach] Adam 
Gase and [Offensive Coordinator] Mike McCoy have done a terrific job with him before practice, after practice, and he’s done a 
terrific job of being willing to do the extra work. That’s part of being a pro, and he’s proved to be a good one.”  
 
On QB Tim Tebow’s passing improvements 
“There are things—it’s not a mystery either—there are progressions. I think with each week he understands that better and 
knows better how to read defenses. He’s done a good job of throwing these balls with each week. I see improvement in the 
passing game. As that develops, we’ll be better for it.” 
 
On TE Dante Rosario 
“Dante is a very competitive guy. He is a good athlete. He does have good vertical speed; he’s got good hands. He’s a guy that 
was with us early. We went a different direction, and fortunately for us, he was available. We brought him back, and he’s done a 
terrific job. He’s a very tough competitor. I think he’ll kind of inject in there as we go along.” 
 
On the identity of the team 
“My only experience was nine years as a head coach in another place. You kind of don’t know your first year doing this. There is 
no manual on it, so I’ve been somewhere so long that I knew the team, knew what they were capable of. The tough part of 
coming here was that we had no offseason, so you didn’t even get to walk through the weight room and watch how they worked 
in the weight room or in the conditioning program. That’s something that I’ve mentioned earlier, it’s not X’s and O’s and 
schemes and all that, it’s just knowing guys makeup, knowing what buttons to push, know how they react, what kind of 
competitors they are. When you don’t have any competitive situations, those things are hard to figure out. I think there were 
some growing pains with that early. I’m not just talking about with me, I’m talking about the whole staff. I think we’re just 
getting more  familiar with each other.” 
 
On LB Von Miller 
“Whether it’s quarterback, outside linebacker, fullback, left guard, this is the best there is in the world. When you take level 
jumps like going from JV to Varsity, you’re taking a big level jump, so it takes a minute for any young player. He’s gotten better 
every week. I think his body of work proves that whether it’s run, pass rush, I think he’s improved quite a bit since the beginning 
of the season.” 
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On CB André Goodman 
“First of all, he’s a true pro, a fierce competitor. He’s been healthy—knock on wood. He probably had his best outing yesterday. I 
thought in the first game [against San Diego] we gave up some explosive passes. We gave up some more explosive runs that 
what we’d liked, but as far as the pass game goes, we did better as far as opponent quarterback ratings, as far as yard per pass 
attempt, total yards. Part of that was we didn’t give up an abundance of explosive passes, and he was a part of that.” 
 
On fourth-down decisions in overtime 
“We were pretty much in a game of field position. We hadn’t faired too well on 4th-and-1 thus far, so we just went the other 
direction.” 
 
On the defense 
“As I’ve mentioned before, it’s kind of a proven formula in this league. It just takes a while to implement. Hopefully we will stay 
with that.” 
 
On close contests 
“That’s kind of the National Football League. When you look across the board and look at the scores, there are a lot more close 
games than there are those relaxing ones in the fourth quarter. I think it’s pretty much business as usual.” 
 
On WR Eric Decker 
“I did a lot of work on him with my old team coming out. We were familiar with him. A lot of young players, you evaluate quite a 
big coming out of college, and Eric was one of them. In fact, he had a foot/toe issue, and one of our orthopedics there actually 
did the surgery. I was very familiar with him as a guy, player, what his readiness was going to be for his rookie season. I expected 
him to take big jumps. It’s hard enough coming into this league as a rookie, especially at the receiver position which probably has 
a bigger failure rate than quarterback. Nursing the toe and coming of the things he had to go through, combine those things and 
it’s tough. He made an impact late in the season a year ago as a return guy, receiver. This year coming in, even by the time we 
did report as a league, he was way ahead. His work ethic and his preparation in the offseason was probably second to none. He’s 
reaping those benefits. He was primed for a big season, and we’re going to need him down the stretch.” 
 
 
 
 


