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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (11/10/11) 

  

SAFETY BRIAN DAWKINS 
 

On Sunday’s game against Kansas City 
 “We’re feeling good about going into a very tough environment, obviously, and seeing what we can do.”  
 
On forcing turnovers 
“That’s always the key. That’s nothing new. It’s not like we’re inventing anything new there. If you can get turnovers and not turn 
the ball over, that gives you an excellent chance to win the ball game. That’s something that hopefully we’ll continue. Those 
things come in bunches. You have a drought for a while, and all of a sudden they start coming in bunches and bunches. 
Hopefully, we’re in that bunch stage.”   
 
On what led to three takeaways against Oakland 
“I think some of it was pressure. The guys up front did an excellent job of getting pressure. Some of the balls were overthrown a 
little bit, and we were able to make a couple of plays on them. The thing about it is, when those opportunities come, we just 
have to take advantage of them. However they come—sometimes it’s pressure; sometimes it’s bad throws, whatever the case 
may be—you just have to take advantage of it, and hopefully we’ll be able to continue to do that.” 
 
On the Penn State situation 
“I’m probably following it just as closely as everybody else. It’s a tragedy, it really is. Not getting into the details of anything as far 
as coaches and all that stuff, my prayers truly go out to the families of the victims, because that’s really unimaginable.” 
 
On being back in contention in the AFC West 
“We just have to go play football and have fun doing it, not make the mistakes that caused us to lose some ball games early on. I 
hope we’re mature enough and know the system well enough now that we can go out and just play full tilt, full speed, have-a-
good-time football and make plays on the football—defensively I’m talking about. Offensively, they’ll do their thing, but we’ve 
got to hold up our end on defense and not give up big plays, which we’ve given up too many of, and not allow teams to score 
points.” 
 
On whether he was surprised to get back on the field so quickly after tweaking his knee against Oakland 
“It’s one of those things that happens in football, sometimes, and there have been other times that other guys have caught the 
brunt of that the wrong way and not been able to come back. Like I said, I thank the Lord that I was able to get back out there for 
my team.” 
 
On having fun playing football 
“I don’t think you have to make a conscious decision to have fun. I think you make conscious decisions to stop thinking so you 
can have fun. Overthinking things takes the fun out of football when you’re thinking about what I have to do, what I can’t do. If 
you do those things, then you won’t have fun; you’ll be a robot. Like I’ve always said, you can’t play an emotional game without 
emotion. That’s something that hopefully we’ll be able to do is play with emotion and have a good time with it.”  
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