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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (11/7/11) 

 

RUNNING BACK WILLIS McGAHEE 

 
On the win 
“It felt good in the locker room. Everybody was happy with what was going on. We got a division win, so that was one of the 
main things that made people happy. It was Oakland, and I guess we haven’t beat Oakland in a [while], I’m pretty sure. The good 
thing about it is we came back, we fought through, and we never gave up. We stayed with it, and eventually the table was going 
to turn for us and we knew that.” 
 
On being one game out of the division lead 
“I was telling the guys it’s crazy because if we were in the AFC North, none of this would be going on and we wouldn’t be having 
a discussion about being one game out of it because it’s just different. The thing about it is, we’re in the AFC West, and the tables 
can turn either way. I just tell them, you have to fight. Don’t give up. Everything isn’t going to go our way because it didn’t at the 
beginning of the year.” 
 
On being contenders 
“Yes, we’re contenders, but we still have to take it one week at a time. We have a big game coming up this weekend against K.C., 
and we can’t look forward past the next couple of weeks when we play the Chargers again. We have to focus on Kansas City, and 
that’s how we have to approach it. We’ve had a big win this weekend, and come Wednesday, you have to put it behind you and 
focus on the team ahead of you.” 
 
On installing the read option with QB Tim Tebow 
“There was no process really. We just have to make it work.” 
 
On watching film 
“When I watch film, I watch it on the D-linemen to see how they fire off the ball, see what their tendencies are at the beginning 
of the game and towards the end of the game. Oakland is one of those teams that you have to stay with it because they are 
going to come at you hard the first two quarters. The more you give back to them, eventually they’ll break.” 
 
On the read option  
“My job is just to run the ball and make plays. At the beginning, I wasn’t too happy with the read option because it really wasn’t 
doing anything until I learned how to run it. I just told coach I was going to change certain steps and different things to the play, 
and he was like, ‘OK, go ahead.’ When I realized it was working, I kind of got back in love with the read option.” 
 
On making the read option work 
“We had to make it work because that was basically our run game coming into that game plan. If we didn’t make that work, I 
don’t know.” 
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On making changes to help the read option 
“We made the changes at halftime. I took it upon myself on the sideline to tell [Running Backs Coach Eric Studesville] ‘Coach E’ 
that I’m going to run it like this instead we were running it the way we were because the way Tim does it is he’s going to ride 
you, and the way I was running it, I couldn’t run it the way he was doing it. He’ll ride you all the way in. It was designed—well, 
the way I thought it was—to go flatter, but when he rides you, I don’t get the right reads as far as the cut backs here or there.” 
 
On the read option going forward 
“I think it can be something that can help us going forward, but we have to do some other things like getting the ball to receivers. 
We have to get more passes in. It’s good to run the ball, and I’m a running back. I probably shouldn’t be saying it, but there are 
going to be some times when you’re going to need to pass. The good thing about it is, the coaches are working with Tim and the 
receivers. We’ve got to get those guys on the same page.” 
 
On the team being confident with Tebow 
“I think we are. We have two good wins under his belt. I’m pretty sure they’re confident.” 
 
On his free agency experience 
“There were suitors, but I was going to come to Denver regardless just because of [Running Backs] Coach Eric [Studesville] and 
[Head] Coach [John] Fox wanted [to run] the ball, but that’s my motivation. I’m pretty sure 31 other teams said I can’t run the 
ball and I’m getting older and things like that. It is what it is. It’s a business, but that’s how I feed.” 
 
On playing in Denver 
“I thought the opportunity was the best here just to come here and play, period. Regardless of starting or not starting, I knew I 
was going to play coming here. That’s what I was looking for.” 
 
On what he has accomplished this season 
“I knew I could do it all along. It’s just the fact that I wasn’t getting the opportunity.”  
 
On getting more carries this season than in previous seasons 
“My thought process was totally different. I felt like if I had carried the ball a lot more, the game would have had a different 
outcome. That’s my thought process.”   
 
On having four 100-yard rushing games in six weeks 
“I didn’t know what I was going to have, but I knew once we got into training camp, our [offensive] line—even though they’re 
young—those guys work hard. The only thing that hurt us was that we didn’t have OTA’s, but other than that, I had a great 
feeling about it.” 
 
On his hand injury 
“It wasn’t an issue as far as running the ball or anything like that. I can open it and bend it and ball up into a fist. It was just the 
fact of me going out there and playing and not worrying about it. It got hit on it, but never showed weakness.” 
 
On recording his second-highest career rushing total against Oakland 
“I really don’t keep up with the stats, to tell you the truth. I just try to go out there and perform and help my team win. There are 
times where I need to make plays in order to get our guys going; that’s my goal, to try to go out there and make plays.” 
 
 


