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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (11/7/11) 

 

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX  
 
On S Rahim Moore’s injury 
“It was definitely scary because it happen right in front [of me]. It was a relief when you saw him moving around and the fact 
that it’s a concussion is still serious, but it was not as serious as it looked when it happened.” 
 
On S Quinton Carter 
“All that’s in the medical people’s hands. We don’t get involved in that. [Steve Antonopulos] Greek does a great job as our 
trainer. All those things, the guidelines that we follow that are on the medical side, when they’re cleared we put them out there. 
If not, they don’t. In his case, he was cleared, but he did miss Wednesday and Thursday practice. I had been considering that, had 
it been special teams or playing safety; he did a very good job with not very many practice reps during the week.” 
 
On the read option 
“As I’ve said all along, we’re trying to put guys in positions where they can succeed. In his particular case, it’s something [QB Tim 
Tebow] is more comfortable with, he has a lot of background in it, he’s got a lot of confidence in it. We’re asking a lot, not just of 
Tim, but our entire offense—the coaching staff, everybody involved. We’ve kind of grown it as we’ve grown with Tim. There is no 
question that we are looking for balance in the run and the pass. We’re probably leaning a little bit more on the run right now. 
We have to improve in the pass game because in this league, you have to be two dimensional, not one dimensional, and it’s 
something that’s I’m sure he’ll grow, we’ll grow, in time.” 
 
On Tebow and the offense 
“Again, you’re always on offense trying to dictate, and the defense is trying to dictate. I think with Tim, you give him options—
what I mean by that is not necessarily the option run game, but options as far as what play to audible to and what play to get to 
in certain circumstances and he’ll get better with that, and so will we.” 
 
On is the option read can be a sustainable offense in the NFL 
“I’ve spent a lot of time in the NFC South, and we competed against the Atlanta Falcons when they had Michael Vick. Call it what 
you like, it was that quarterback having the ability to run that creates havoc on defenses because they don’t count that guy as a 
runner. Whether it’s taking off or not, they led the league in rushing for about four straight years, and Michael had a lot to do 
with that. He’s grown as a passer. He’s in the ‘West Coast Offense’ now, but he’s made some things happen in the Philadelphia 
Eagle offense, and that’s just the nature of his abilities. It’s kind of been done, but maybe not to the exact level where we’re kind 
of at right now.” 
 
On exposing Tebow to more hits if he runs the ball 
“Anytime they cross that line, they are exposing themselves. It doesn’t matter what position. I have concern for all of them; 
obviously quarterback being one of them.” 
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On the passing game improvements 
“I think it was better. I don’t know if it was light years better at this stage, but again, typically growth takes time. We’re in the 
process.” 
 
On specific throws that caught his eye 
“The touchdowns kind of stick out in my mind (laughing). He has reads and he has things he looks at. All in all, I think he 
progressed. I think, by far, it was his best game to date.” 
 
On changing the playbook due to a quarterback switch 
“This is ‘what have you done for me lately’ in you experiment, you look at things and tweak things. We’re still a work in progress, 
but we’re trying to figure out our football team. We made a change at that position, and we’re trying to make adjustments now.” 
 
On changes to limit sacks 
“Tim understood better where to go with the ball faster. I think the threat of the run we kept alive for four quarters, which I 
didn’t think was the case two weeks ago. Being down 24-3 against a very good defense two weeks ago isn’t an envied position, I 
don’t care who the quarterback is or the offensive line is.” 
 
On DE Elvis Dumervil and LB Von Miller 
“I think the fact that they are on different sides and we did a couple new things with Von yesterday. They’re both threats, and it’s 
more for the offense to deal with just like if you have two shutdown corners versus one shutdown corner. You create some of 
the same problems for the protection, so getting Elvis back and getting him healthy, obviously helped us.” 
 
On changes for LB Von Miller 
“Again, it’s a chess game, and you’re playing chess against the other team. He had a better game. It was one of his better games 
to date, both guys, actually, Elvis and Von.” 
 
On RB Willis McGahee 
“At the end of the day, we were all familiar with him. [Running backs coach] Eric [Studesville] coached him in Buffalo. I knew of 
him just from having been in the league for so long. He did have a lot of hits taken off of him from two years ago, but yet he was 
a guy that we thought still had value. It took us a while to get him into the offense to where he was feeling comfortable and, 
again, kind of getting to know our team back then as a new player in Denver and with us. I think he’s proven and he’s improved 
every week.” 
 
On if he knew McGahee could run as well as he did in the open field against Oakland 
“Yes. I’d seen enough. He’s done it in the past enough that I felt confident. The key thing was getting into the open field where 
he is able to do that.” 

 
On Oakland’s defensive tentativeness being a product of the option read offense 
“You’d have to ask them that. They were definitely good plays, well blocked by our offensive line, and I thought good reads and 
good explosion in the open field by [RB] Willis [McGahee].” 
 
On pulling to within one game of the division lead 
“It beats the alternative, and we’ve kind of fought our way back into it. We’re not exactly where we want to be. We’re halfway 
through the season at this point, and we still have a whole half left, so much like a game, it’s important how you finish. We’ll do 
that one game at a time; we’ve got a key game in Kansas City this week.” 
 
On why he called himself a ‘knucklehead’ yesterday 
“It’s in the coaching manual that you don’t take points off the board, and that would be the main reason.”  
 
On whether WR Eddie Royal will return any more punts 
“There’s always that possibility.  He’s obviously an explosive player. He’s done well in the past, and we’ve got him healthy; we 
talked about [DE] Elvis [Dumervil]. We’ve been through a lot of nagging types of injuries, and he’s gotten back in the groove, so 
to speak, and I think that could be a place where we use him in the future.” 
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On winning their second game on the road this season 
“I’ve always been of the belief ‘It’s who, not where,’ and that’s not going to change much moving forward. All in all, it was a good 
win for us, good teams win. I think all three phases contributed, and we’ll take that confidence and move forward.” 
 
On penalties late in the game 
“I’m not OK with any penalties. I break penalties [down] into two areas: dumb penalties and aggressive penalties. The dumb 
penalties we want to minimize.” 
 
On T Ryan Clady’s play this season 
“I think Ryan Clady is an important cog in our offensive line. He’s been a Pro Bowl player. I think he’s one of our more 
experienced and talented linemen, and like all players, you’ve got some good days and some bad days, and I think his good days 
outweigh his bad days.”  
 
On Offensive Coordinator Mike McCoy’s involvement in the offensive scheme 
“I think it’s a tribute to the whole offensive staff, not just the coordinator. Mike does a wonderful job. I think  for all the offensive 
coaches and all the offensive players, it’s been an adjustment, and they’ve worked very hard to try to get success. Yesterday was 
just a small step, and we’ll continue to grow, hopefully, moving forward.” 
 
On whether the entire team will watch film together 
“Normally we do at the end of each quarter, but today was the first time I gave them a ‘Win Monday,’ which means that they’re 
not even here today as far as being organized. Guys are in and out of the training room, and they’ve set up on their own—the 
captains have—in all three phases to watch the tape and come back ready to go Wednesday in preparation for Kansas City.” 
 
On evaluating the first half of the season 
“We’re halfway through the season. We’ve got a young football team. They’re not quite used to the length of this kind of season, 
so I just thought it was a good time to give them a little break.” 
 
On progress between the first and second quarters of the season 
“You have a lot of changes; there are things that happen, there are adjustments, and I don’t think it’s too different than a lot of 
seasons that I’ve been a part of. There are always changes and adjustments. The reality is we were 1-3 in the first quarter and 2-
2 in the second quarter, so we made a little bit of improvement, and we’ve got to improve moving forward if we’re going to get 
in this.”  
 


