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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (11/3/11) 

  

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR MIKE McCOY  
 

On QB Tim Tebow’s improvements from his first start to second start 
“Yes, there were some things I think he improved on. Unfortunately, [Detroit DE Cliff Avril] 92 got us a few too many times, 
whether it was the sack fumble at the beginning of the second half—but it wasn’t just him, there were three guys on Tim on that 
certain play. We have to do a better job of protecting him, No. 1, and decisions. I have to help him with certain things also.” 
 
On the Detroit game plan 
“We had plenty of [short passes] in the game plan last week, but what we ended up doing early on in the game is what we were 
doing what we though was best. As you see when you watch the film, there were certain mistakes that were made. They did 
cover a few things. On down, we got off to a poor start in the game on the third down situations where I think things were 
covered. That’s all part of the game. As a coordinator, you always look back in games and say, ‘[I] wish [I] would have called that,’ 
but you can’t do that. It’s just one of those deals.” 
 
On the Raiders’ defense stacking the box and blitzing 
“I think you can count on that more often than not just because that’s what they’ve seen the last couple of weeks, teams loading 
the box and us struggling in the passing game. We just have to do a better job as an entire offense. It’s not just one guy. I can 
help him with certain calls and do things to help him and do a better job as an entire staff coaching the guys better. We just have 
to execute better.” 
 
On the running game against Oakland in Week 1 
“That was the one game looking back the entire year that we really struggled running the football. It was just one of those deals 
where we came out and they beat us up front. They got the best of us, and then we probably started throwing the ball a little too 
often too early in the game. We got away from the run, and when you look back you kind of say, ‘Hey this is a football team that 
you have to just keep pounding the rock against.’ They are a physical bunch up front. When you watch film, there aren’t a lot of 
guys running ball on them or doing a lot. You just have to stay patient, and from that game on, we’ve gotten a little better each 
week in the running game, and we have to continue to get better this week.” 
 
On RB Willis McGahee 
“He’s looked great. It’s great to have him back out there.” 
 
On the Raiders’ defensive front 
“They’re big. That’s their whole organization. That’s what they do, it’s size and speed. They do a good job getting them.” 
 
On Oakland’s front four compared to Detroit’s front four 
“They’re very physical, very similar to the group we just played. [G] Chris Kuper and the guys have to come out and do a good job 
in the run game and do a great job protecting Tim when he’s back there dropping back doing certain things. They’re both very 
physical with good speed, and they play extremely hard.” 
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On changing the game plan for Tebow 
“That’s our job. That’s the beauty of our business, and that’s what we get paid to do is try to put the team in the best position 
possible to win football games. Every quarterback, or every football team—offense, defense, special teams—when you make 
certain changes, your personality might change a little bit, but you have to take care of the talent you have and do whatever you 
can to help the football team win. So that’s what we have been doing the last couple of weeks with Tim playing quarterback, and 
there are some things that he can do that other quarterbacks can’t and it creates some problems for the defense. You’ve just got 
to continue getting better every day in practice. [Quarterbacks Coach] Adam Gase has done a great job with him, spending a 
number of hours with him before and after practice, in meeting rooms, on the field doing extra work to do whatever we can to 
help him out.” 
 
On offensive schemes 
“We kind of have to do what we do as a team. What do we do best? Systematically how can we adjust a few things? We’re trying 
to stay in our system as much as possible. There are going to be some different things. You’ve seen some different things we’ve 
done with Tim, or some variations, but we’re trying to keep it in our system so the guys up front don’t have to change as much. 
They can block the scheme that’s called, and there might be a little wrinkle on the back side or the front side depending on if Tim 
is throwing the ball or running it in one direction or another. We’re trying to stay in system as much as possible.” 
 
On third down situations 
“It’s all 11 guys—myself included and the coaching staff included—doing a better job. There are a number of times like where 
the one play we throw the ball on an in-cut, it’s slightly behind somebody and we drop it. Or there is a time when somebody is 
running scot-free and it’s a protection breakdown. Or we might have a bad progression here or there. It’s a number of different 
little things where we all have to be on the same page. All 11 guys just have to do their job better. Myself, hopefully, put them in 
a better situation. You’re going to look back at certain calls and say, ‘I just wish I could change that snap sooner,’ so now you can 
put the team in a better position to be more successful.” 
 
On Tebow’s confidence 
“He is a true competitor. He is going to be out here. If you come out here early before practice, he’s going to be out here a half 
hour before. He stays late with Adam [Gase]. He wants to be successful. I’ll say this: he’s a young quarterback. Look at all the 
young quarterbacks in the league. How many of them come out right away and start lighting it up from the first game on. There 
aren’t many in the history of this game that do that, and they all struggle early on. It’s an adjustment to them. Tim, in his 
situation, he’s a little bit different of a style of offense. We’re doing certain things that fit his style also, but it’s different. He had 
the three games last year, the couple games this year, so he’s a young quarterback.  There are going to be some growing pains, 
but the good thing about him is that he keeps working hard every day. He tries the best he can to do it the way you’re coaching 
him to do, and, hey, he’s got a bright future. We’re just trying to keep battling and get him to do things better on a day-to-day 
basis. The best thing about it is he wants to be great, so he’s going to do what you want him to do.” 
 
On giving up sacks 
“I’d love for that number to be down without a doubt, but that’s just all a part of the football game. The good things is [Tebow] 
hasn’t really taken any clean, blindsided shots. I’ll say this: you also have to give him credit because he’s gotten out of some 
trouble, also. It’s not just he’s taken sacks. He’s avoided a couple of them, and he’s done a good job. He’s going to learn over 
time, as I’m sure you’ve seen the last couple of games he played where, when do you run over a couple of guys to try to get a 
couple extra yards, or when do you slide or dive or whatever that is—whoever the quarterback is, no matter if you’re going to be 
as active as Tim is running the football, you have to eliminate the hits because you’re only going to take so many of them.” 
 
On the offensive line 
“You have to think, I could have helped [T] Orlando [Franklin] a couple of times in the game. I wish I would have. You look back at 
the second play of the second half, the sack fumble where the exact same play was ran the third play of the game, and there was 
nobody near Tim Tebow. It’s all part of the game, and we just have to do a better job. If it gets to a certain spot in the game 
where I have to give certain players help, or slide the protection one way or another, that’s my job. So I have to do a better job at 
that.” 
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On getting Tebow to start his rhythm earlier 
“That’s going to change, I think, from week to week. If you look at a scheme of a defense, what do they play? Is it someone like 
the Oakland Raiders that play man coverage press? Well, some of those quick passing plays that we hit last week against the 
Lions when they were playing soft coverage threw a hitch outside, those aren’t going to be those simple completions anymore. 
It’s going to be a week to week basis. It’s the game plan. We’re going to put the best plan together as a staff as possible to get 
him going early, and you try to do that every week. When it’s downfield, or you’ll see some of those passes the other day 
downfield, we had guys. For one reason or another we didn’t get there. The protection might have broke down or there was a 
flaw somewhere in there. We just have to do whatever we think as a staff to be the best place to start the game to get him 
going.” 
 
On outside scrutiny 
“We can’t worry about that as a staff. We prepare every week to put the best plan together. We’re going to do whatever we 
think is the best thing for our football team to win, and you’re always going to have people who point the finger this way and 
that. We’re trying to do whatever we can to help Tim and the football team be successful.” 
 
 


