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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (11/3/11) 

 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR DENNIS ALLEN 
 
On preparing for an Oakland team with a new quarterback in Carson Palmer 
“We don’t have a lot of new tape on him, but we’ve seen him a lot. I’ve played him in the past; he’s obviously an outstanding 
quarterback. With them having the bye week, I’m sure there will be a few new wrinkles that they’ll have for us, so we’ll have to 
be able to prepare for the unexpected and be able to react to it.” 
 
On Oakland’s acquisition of WR T.J. Houshmandzadeh 
“Really, what they’re going to do is their offense, and they’ll find ways to work him in. He’s a great slot receiver, so we anticipate 
that that might be where they try to put him, in the slot and work inside. Again, we’ll have to see what their final plan is and 
what they’re going to try to do. Obviously, they’ve got a scheme that we’re prepared for, and how they use their personnel, we’ll 
have to see when we get into the game.”   
 
On getting to the quarterback 
“Really, what you see a lot of times, is you see those teams—when they’re able to get out to leads—play well early in games. You 
see teams be a lot more aggressive, and that’s when you get a lot more hits on the quarterback, a lot more sacks. I think we’ve 
got a few guys that have that ability to get to the quarterback. Really, at the end of the day, in this league, if you can affect the 
quarterback, you’re going to have a chance to be successful.”   
 
On whether sacks come in bunches 
“They do come in bunches, just like everything else in the league. People get on rolls, and just like anything else you do in your 
life, sometimes you just get that good feeling, and things kind of work the right way, and sometimes that happens in football. As 
far as [DE] Elvis [Dumervil] specifically, he’s going to get his sacks; they’re going to come, and the thing he’s got to do is just go 
out there and keep competing every day, and eventually those will come.” 
 
On pressuring the quarterback 
“It’s hard to sack the quarterback, but the thing you want to do is you want to affect him. If we can get guys back there around 
the quarterback, and he feels the heat, you usually affect him, and it alters passes.” 
 
On playing against quarterbacks with a quick release 
“I think it changes your scheme. You’ve got to try to get to him a  little bit more and win with coverage to allow your rushers a 
little more time to get there. Teams that hold onto the ball a little bit longer, it’s a little bit easier to pressure those guys and get 
after them, because they’re going to allow your pressure to get there. A lot of times, you see teams, and they’re pressuring and 
sending a bunch of guys after the quarterback, but they never get there because he gets it out so quickly. You’ve got to look at 
those things and see what teams are going to allow you to get there with pressure, and who you have to play a play a little more 
coverage on, and hopefully you can get there with a few less rushers.” 
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On Oakland RB Darren McFadden and Oakland’s running game 
“This guy is an outstanding player. He’s had a lot of 100-yard games against a lot of people. He’s one of the better backs in this 
league, but I think when you go back and look at last week’s game, he gets hurt, and they hand the ball off to [RB Michael] Bush, 
and I think he had about 100 yards rushing in the game. I think schematically what they do, their personnel allows them to be a 
really good running football team, and when you put a special talent like Darren McFadden back there, it makes it even that 
much better.”    
 
On being prepared for Oakland’s running game 
“We certainly hope so. I think we’ve got a good feel for what we can do and what we don’t do quite so well, so I think we’ve got 
a good plan for these guys, and we’ll see how plan executes out on Sunday.” 
 
On not allowing runs to the outside  
“When you go back and you look at it, especially versus [RB Darren] McFadden—he was a bounce-runner. We’ve got to do a 
great job of setting our edges, so if he plays in the game, we’ve got to keep him inside. [RB Michael] Bush is a little bit more of a 
downhill, power runner, so we’ve got to plan [for him] too.” 
 
On Oakland RB Taiwan Jones 
“He’s extremely fast and extremely talented. He’s one of those guys that every time he gets the ball in his hands, he’s a threat to 
go all the way. Again, I see him a little bit more in the lines of McFadden, where you’ve got to make sure you set down the edges 
and not let him get to the boundary, not let him get outside on you. If you can do that, you’ve got a chance.”   
 
On DE Elvis Dumervil 
“I just sense a guy that’s continued to come to work every day. I don’t think he’s worried about the sacks, necessarily. I think he, 
like a lot of people in that locker room, wants to win games, and we’re trying to do everything we can do win games.” 
 
On how S Rahim Moore has responded to not starting 
“At the end of the day, he’s a professional football player. He came out and competed every day. He got another opportunity to 
go back out there and play and did a pretty good job, so I was pleased with the way he responded.”   
 
 
 
 


