
Woody Paige: Plenty of blame to go around 
for Broncos' 2-5 record 

By Woody Paige 

The Denver Post  

November 3, 2011 

Jean de La Fontaine, a 17th century French poet, believed: "Luck's always to blame." 

Truly, should Andrew Luck be blamed for the Broncos' troubles? 

In responding to a question this week, coach John Fox twisted La Fontaine's phrase: 

"On the outside, it's always the blame game. On the inside, it's always let's fix the 
game." 

From the outside looking in, blame, like fertilizer, obviously can be spread around in 
this mess the Broncos franchise has become. A look at the suspects: 

Tim Tebow: The quarterback performed poorly, except for, in my estimation, 16 

minutes and 43 seconds combined in the Chargers, Dolphins and Lions games when he 
played brilliantly and led the Broncos to 39 points. 

John Fox: The coach should have provided Tebow with more repetitions in training 

camp and the exhibition games, and given more attention to "The Tebow Package," 
which was dismissed. In 14 situations as the Broncos' quarterback inside the red zone 
last season and this, Tebow has been responsible for 10 touchdowns running and 

passing and two field goals (and two interceptions). If Fox had used Tebow near the 
goal line in the games against the Raiders and the Titans this season, the Broncos 
might be tied for the AFC West Division lead at 4-3. 

Mike McCoy: The offensive coordinator has not yet devised an efficient game plan for 

Tebow, who is most comfortable and effective in a hurry-up, no-huddle offense that 
simplifies defenses and reads. The offense is stale and predictable. Quarterbacks coach 
Adam Gase isn't helping. 

The offensive line: You can't put all 13 sacks on Tebow. The line has been permeable 

and pitiful. 

The receivers: As Fox said, the Broncos dropped passes and ran bad routes against 
the Lions. 

The defense: Only the Colts are permitting more points per game, and how does the 
Lions' Titus Young get open in the end zone by 20 yards? 

The "fans": Once the most feared and fabled in football, the Broncos' South Standers 

on Sunday welcomed Young when he jumped up and in. Broncos Nation has become 
Broncos Humiliation. 
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Injuries: Eleven starters or key reserves have missed games this season. Elvis 
Dumervil has not returned to form. The loss of Champ Bailey, Willis McGahee and D.J. 

Williams hurt. 

Rookies: None of the draft selections has played exceptionally well. Von Miller, Orlando 
Franklin, Rahim Moore and Quinton Carter are getting on-the-job training. Nate Irving 
hasn't been a factor. Julius Thomas was injured, and Virgil Green is now. 

Kyle Orton: If he played better in 4 1/2 games, the Broncos wouldn't be in this mess. 

To his credit, he has not been a distraction since getting benched and was talking with 
Tebow on the bench during the Detroit game. 

John Elway: Although he has claimed to be Tebow's "biggest fan," Elway generally has 
kept his distance from Tebow and chosen not to help him in practices on a regular 

basis. Elway has shown more love this year for Luck, the Stanford quarterback and 
projected No. 1 draft pick next year, than Tebow. Before Tebow's first start, the club's 
executive vice president dealt away the Broncos' No. 1 wide receiver. Even if Brandon 

Lloyd had requested a trade and didn't like Tebow, he was under contract for the rest of 
the year and needed to impress suitors when he became a free agent. A fifth- or sixth-
round pick was surrender. 

Pat Bowlen: The Broncos' owner hasn't addressed one issue with the media since the 

season began. This is his team, and his turmoil. 

Josh McDaniels: Lest we ever forget, he was responsible for trading Jay Cutler for 
Orton, emphasizing offense, not defense, in the draft and creating the chaotic 

conditions at Dove Valley. And he drafted Tebow, which caused the mania to begin. 

Jay Cutler: He demanded the trade. 

Mike Shanahan: He let the defense slide and played fast and loose and lose with free 
agents and defensive coordinators before being fired. 

Me: I'll take responsibility, since nobody else will. 

How do the Broncos fix themselves? Tebow especially, the offensive line, the receivers, 
the defensive line, the linebackers and the secondary have to play at a higher level. The 

coaches have to be more innovative. 

And, the Broncos have to win their games in November at Oakland, Kansas City and 
San Diego — with the Jets mixed in on Thursday night the 17th. Examine the schedules 
of the other division teams; they're a mess too. 

If the Broncos lose four, blame La Fontaine. He's dead, and they will be too. 
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True confessions of a Raider hater 

By Patrick Saunders 

The Denver Post  

November 2, 2011 

I hate the Raiders. 

Don't look for a sports writer's objectivity here, you won't find any. 

My stomach churns knowing that the boys in silver and black have beaten the 

Broncos four straight times, including last year's 59-14 fiasco in Denver. Given how 
bad the current Broncos are, and given the turmoil swirling around Tim Tebow, a 
fifth straight loss will likely come Sunday in Oakland. 

It's sickening. 

What, you might ask, is the reason for my unreasonable Raiders rancor? 

It's simple, and it's personal. 

I grew up here. As a young football fan I watched the Raiders stomp all over the 
Broncos. 

From 1963 until the Broncos beat the Raiders in the 1977 AFC title game, the 

Raiders owned a 25-4-1 record against Denver. The pride-and-poise boys were 
committed to excellence, the Broncos were committed to ineptitude. 

During the Dark Ages, the Raiders beat Denver with scores like 51-0 in 1967 and 
41-10 in 1969 as Daryle Lamonica bombed the Broncos back to the Stone Age. At 

one point, the Raiders won 14 straight games. 

It scarred my childhood. 

I still recall my parents dragging me to 5:30 mass at St. Anne's Catholic Church in 
Arvada after experiencing another Raiders blowout. What a terrible feeling! My 

weekend was over! My dad was in a bad mood after the loss and I had a night of 
unfinished homework and trumpet practice staring me in the face. 

Things started to change a bit in 1973. That fall, the Broncos hosted their first 

Monday Night Football game at magical old Mile High Stadium. Frank Gifford, 
Howard Cosell and Dan Meredith rode into town as celebrities. It was a really big 
deal. My brother, Steve, and I went to that game, sitting high up in the west 

stands. We had bags of homemade confetti at the ready and we dumped the 
confetti over the railing. We made a sign from an old bed sheet painted with the 

words: "Roses are red, violets are blue, if you're for the Raiders the hell with you!" 
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Pretty cutting edge for a couple of teenagers, don't you think? 

Anyway, the Broncos tied the Raiders 23-23 on a late Jim Turner field goal. It was 
beginning of the Broncos' climb to respectability. 

I was also at Mile High on New Year's Day, 1978, when the Broncos beat the 
Raiders 20-17 to go to their first Super Bowl. It was a delirious day and we joined 
the thousands rushing the field to tear down the goal posts. My cousin, John, 

gashed his cheek while climbing over the fence. Steve and my cousin, Mark, 
climbed to the top of the old South Stands and took home two precious souvenirs. 

Steve took down the Colorado flag that had been flying that day. Mark took down 
the American flag. The flags remain sacred family heirlooms. 

Years later, when I became a Denver Post beat writer covering the Broncos, I had 
to curtail my burning hatred of the Raiders. I had to pretend to be objective. I used 

to sit near Al Davis in the press box and was forced to endure his expletive-laced 
tirades without making a comment. Somehow, I managed. 

Now I can vent and let it all out. I feel a lot better for it. 

  



Broncos, Raiders can't wait to win 

By Mike Klis  

The Denver Post  

November 3, 2011 

DENVER, CO - OCTOBER 9: Tim Tebow #15 of the Denver Broncos looks on during 

the game against the San Diego Chargers at Sports Authority Field at Mile High on 

October 9, 2011 in Denver, Colorado. (Getty Images North America | Bart Young) 

There is no future in Carson Palmer. There is only now. 

He is a 31-year old veteran whose best days are likely behind him. Then again, only 

quarterbacks with a history of good days are allowed to advance to the hired-gun 

phase of their careers. 

The Oakland Raiders are no longer "Just win, baby." 

After trading a first-round draft pick and a conditional second-rounder to the 

Cincinnati Bengals for Palmer, the Raiders' new motto is: "Just win now, baby." 

"I would hope so," Raiders defensive end Richard Seymour said Wednesday on a 

conference call with the Denver media. "Any way they play it, I hope that's the 

sense: to win now. Two, three years from now, no one's guaranteed. Obviously you 

plan for the future, but it's always win now."  

Sharing possessions with Palmer at the Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum on 

Sunday will be Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow. He is playing now in hopes there 

will be more Broncos wins in the future. 

Tebow doesn't necessarily have to win now to keep his job as a starting 

quarterback, but it would certainly help. He does need to pass with greater 

accuracy, convert third downs and lead the offense to the end zone. 

"He knows how to win," Raiders coach Hue Jackson said. "At some point in time, 

he's going to catch fire." 

Preferably earlier for Tebow. 

In his two seasons of part-time play, he has thrown for 283 yards with a 60.2 

passer rating in the first half. In the second half, he's passed for 783 yards and has 

a 91.1 rating. 

Tim in the first half. Tebow in the second. Based on coach John Fox's recent 

lukewarm responses on Tebow's job security — saying he was the starter "this 
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week" — another poor performance in the first half Sunday and Tebow might not 

get a chance at redemption in the second half. 

"Ultimately it's about winning games," Tebow said Wednesday when asked about 

his future as Denver's starter. "I don't really care how it looks or what we do as 

long as we win now."  

The Broncos are not about winning now, though. Well, they are and they aren't. 

With an 8-25 record since Nov. 1, 2009, they've won less than any other NFL team 

the past two calendar years. 

The Broncos (2-5) are going nowhere this season, so they're taking a look at their 

kid quarterback. The Raiders (4-3) are hoping for their first winning season and 

playoff appearance since 2002, and gambled a chunk of their future for a veteran 

quarterback after starter Jason Campbell went down with an injury. 

"That's part of the thinking," Jackson said. "When I look at this, whatever I think is 

going to give us the best opportunity to win now is what this is all about. One year 

from now, two years for now is not promised to anybody. But I know we're playing 

games right now and we have one this week." 

This is the tale of two AFC West rivals with two quarterbacks. About the only 

similarity between Palmer and Tebow is they're both coming off poor games. 

Palmer, who missed the first six weeks of the season as a Cincinnati holdout, 

showed questionable arm strength while throwing three second-half interceptions in 

a 28-0 loss to Kansas City on Oct. 23. He took that disastrous debut into a bye 

week. Sunday's game against Denver will be his first start this season. 

Tebow was a national phenomenon at this time last week after leading the Broncos 

back from a 15-0 deficit with less than three minutes to go at Miami. But he has 

been ridiculed this week after he played poorly during the Detroit Lions' 45-10 

thrashing of the Broncos at Sports Authority Field at Mile High. 

Rip him. Mock him. Genuflect to him. Just don't expect to get to him. 

"If I listened to everything that you all say, my world would be so up and down," 

Tebow said Wednesday. "I'm grounded upon my faith, my family. 

"Football is what I do for a living and what I do for fun. If I rode the roller coaster 

of what everybody says about me, then my life would be a lot more hectic than 

what it is." 

  



Broncos, Raiders different teams since Week 
1 contest 

By Jeff Legwold 

The Denver Post  

November 3, 2011 

The Broncos and Raiders have changed so much since the AFC West rivals met in 

Week 1 this season, they may not recognize each other at Sunday's rematch in 

Oakland. 

Both have made highly publicized moves at quarterback. After losing Jason 
Campbell to an injury, the Raiders traded for Cincinnati's Carson Palmer. He likely 

will be the Raiders' starter Sunday. 

Palmer, 31, hasn't made a start since passing for 305 yards in the Bengals' 13-7 
loss to the Baltimore Ravens in the 2010 season finale. 

The Broncos haven't played against Palmer since the 2009 opener. That was Josh 

McDaniels' first regular-season game as Denver's coach. The Broncos won 12-7 in 
Cincinnati on a tipped pass that wide receiver Brandon Stokley turned into an 87-

yard touchdown play with 11 seconds left. Palmer threw for 247 yards, but the 
Broncos intercepted him twice and sacked him three times. 

By signing veteran wide receiver T.J. Houshmandzadeh this week, the Raiders gave 
Palmer a familiar weapon. Palmer and Houshmandzadeh, 34, were Cincinnati 

teammates for six seasons. 

The Raiders also signed veteran cornerback Lito Sheppard this week. He could play 
Sunday. 

"They're going to inject them into their defense, inject them into their offense," 

Broncos coach John Fox said. 

Asked if it's difficult to work in high-profile players on such short notice, Raiders 
coach Hue Jackson said: "It can be. But at the end of the day, they're pro football 

players. I think the team has embraced all these (new) guys." 

Jackson was the Bengals' receivers coach for three years, so he was familiar with 
Houshmandzadeh and Palmer before they joined the Raiders. 

Tim Tebow, meanwhile, will make his third start this season at quarterback for the 

Broncos. Kyle Orton was the starter when Denver lost to the Raiders 23-20 in Week 
1. The Broncos used a three-wide receiver formation 51 times in that game and 
Orton threw out of the shotgun 27 times. They have been using Tebow as a runner 

much more. 
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The Raiders sacked Orton five times in the opener and figure to come after Tebow 
just as hard in the pass rush. They're aware Tebow has been sacked a total of 13 

times in his last two games. 

The Raiders no longer have to worry about wide receiver Brandon Lloyd in the 
Denver passing game. He was traded to the St. Louis Rams last month. 

 

  



Offensive line, Tim Tebow share responsibility 
for Broncos quarterback's sacks 

By Jeff Legwold 

The Denver Post  

November 3, 2011 

Today's question about the Broncos comes from Rusty Gardner. 

Q: Rookie offensive tackle Orlando Franklin has done a horrible job protecting 

quarterback Tim Tebow. That needs to be addressed before a complete and fair 
evaluation of Tebow can be made. Do you agree? 

A: Tebow is being graded on a long list of items, including how much time he gets 

to throw the ball. 

Some of Tebow's sacks belong to the offensive line and some belong to Tebow, who 
tends to hold the ball too long. 

On the first play of the fourth quarter in the Detroit game Sunday, Tebow held the 

ball nine seconds before Lions defensive end Lawrence Jackson sacked him for a 5-
yard loss. Tebow never left the pocket and didn't throw the ball away. Offensive 
tackle Ryan Clady was called for a holding penalty, which the Lions declined. 

No offensive line in the NFL can regularly hold blocks for nine seconds. Offensive 

linemen get just as frustrated with quarterbacks who won't deliver the ball on time 
as quarterbacks get with offensive linemen who don't keep pass rushers out of the 

backfield. 

Elite quarterbacks in the NFL, such as the Saints' Drew Brees and the Packers' 
Aaron Rodgers, take about 1.5 seconds to throw the ball. That's very quick. They 

may hold it longer on deep plays, but rarely does the ball stay in their hand for 
more than three seconds. 

Like many young quarterbacks with the ability to run, Tebow's inclination is to hold 
the ball to see if he can manufacture something. 

Franklin, a second-round pick from Miami, is struggling in pass protection. The 
Broncos knew he would when they drafted him, but they like his talent as a run 
blocker. If the Broncos open their formations and play Tebow more in the shotgun, 

where he is most comfortable, they won't be able to put a tight end next to Franklin 
to help in pass protection and they won't have a running back to help pick up 

blitzes. 

If he wants the Broncos to play more shotgun, Tebow has to make quicker 
decisions about when to throw to a receiver or throw the ball away. 
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Franklin isn't the only Denver blocker who can play better. The Broncos are one of 
just six teams in the 32-team NFL that have at least four offensive linemen who 

have been flagged for at least four penalties (accepted or declined) each. Clady is 
one of just seven offensive linemen in the league who have been flagged at least 

seven times this season (declined or accepted). Clady has been flagged six times 
for holding and once for an illegal formation. 

Overall, the Denver offensive line has been flagged 19 times in a 2-5 season (seven 

penalties declined, 12 accepted). 

 

 

  



Broncos' offense looking more like Tim 
Tebow's offense 

By Jeff Legwold  

The Denver Post  

November 3, 2011 

After one historical comeback to go with seven quarters of inept football in Tim 

Tebow's two starts at quarterback this season, there has been some discussion that 

the Broncos need to conform more of their playbook to fit Tebow's game. 

Oakland coach Hue Jackson said they already have. 

"I think they are trying to build an offense for him," said Jackson, whose Raiders 
meet the Broncos in Oakland on Sunday. "You try to put your players in situations 

where they can have success. Everything they're doing is trying to give him an 
opportunity to have success. 

"They're trying to move him around in the pocket a little bit, and then they're using 

his legs in the running game so that he's the primary ball carrier at times. I think 
they're using his talents and abilities." 

The Raiders beat the Broncos 23-20 in the season opener, when Kyle Orton was 

Denver's top QB. The biggest difference in the Denver offense since Tebow has 
taken over is the number of times the Broncos have tried to run out of the shotgun 
formation. With Tebow at quarterback, they tried running the ball in the shotgun 16 

times against Miami and 18 times against Detroit. 

Tebow ran the ball on 16 of those plays, most of which were called runs. The 
previous high with Orton as the starter was five times, against the Chargers, with 

Tebow getting three of those carries. 

Tebow has been in the shotgun 80 times in the past two games, easily the highest 
total in back-to-back games this season. The Broncos have been in a three-wide 

receiver formation, including plays negated by penalty, 102 times in the past two 
games, a season high for back-to-back games. 

Orton played out of the shotgun 30 times in the season opener against the Raiders 
— 27 pass plays and three runs — but was in the shotgun only 12 times the next 

week in a win over the Bengals and 15 times vs. Tennessee in Week 3. 

"That's what we do as coaches, put players in position to succeed," Broncos coach 
John Fox said. "That's what coaching is." 
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Denver offensive coordinator Mike McCoy said he routinely goes over the game plan 
with the team's starting quarterback each week to see what they do and do not 

prefer on the list. 

Tebow was asked Wednesday about his input.  

"I'm up in meetings and listening and part of it," he said, "but ul-timately it's their 
say." 

Loading the gun 

The Broncos have been more willing to spread things out with Tim Tebow at QB 
than with Kyle Orton. The totals so far this season, including snaps negated by 
penalties: 

Orton's five starts 

In shotgun: 98 plays (19.6 per start) 

Sacks in shotgun: 5 (1 per start) 

Running plays in shotgun: 14 (2.8 per start) 

Tebow's two starts this season 

In shotgun: 80 plays (40 per start) 

Sacks in shotgun: 10 (5 per start) 

Running plays in shotgun: 34 (17 per start) 

  



McGahee's role with Broncos won't be 
reduced if he plays against Raiders 

By Jeff Legwold 

The Denver Post  

November 3, 2011 

Willis McGahee will have to do more than raise his injured right hand to be in the 

Broncos' lineup Sunday against the Raiders in Oakland. Coach John Fox said 
McGahee, Denver's leading rusher, must be able to protect himself and the ball with 
his hand. 

McGahee took part on a limited basis in the Broncos' practice Wednesday. The 
veteran running back wore a glove on his right hand with some wrapping around 
two fingers. 

McGahee broke a bone in his hand against the Dolphins on Oct. 23 and had surgery 

just nine days ago. 

"He'll definitely have to be able to use that hand to carry the football and run with 
the football," Fox said. "It would not be a consideration, playing one-handed. He's 

got a plate and screws in there. 

"He's a tough kid and deals with pain very well, and he had a good day of work 
(Wednesday)." 

In the season opener the Broncos ran for only 38 yards against the Raiders, who 

occasionally used a five-man defensive line. The Raiders won 23-20. With 
Knowshon Mo- reno getting the start in that game, McGahee had four carries for 3 

yards. 

No offense taken.  

Lions linebacker Stephen Tulloch has take plenty of criticism for striking a 
"Tebowing" posture after sacking Tim Tebow in the first quarter last weekend. 

After the game, Tulloch said he was just having fun after a big play, but has since 

become a target on social media and in other forums. Tebow, however, said he was 
troubled far more by the sack than the celebration that came with it. 

"Obviously you don't know someone's intentions, so you don't want to judge," 
Tebow said. "He was probably just having fun and he was excited he made a good 

play and had a sack, and good for him. He was just celebrating, having fun with his 
teammates, and I don't take offense to that. 

"I was bothered I gave up a sack, that I didn't break the tackle. That bothered me." 
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Carson's show.  

Raiders coach Hue Jackson said recently acquired quarterback Carson Palmer will 
be more acclimated in the Oakland offense Sunday against the Broncos than he was 

in a little less than a half of work against the Chiefs before Oakland's bye week. 

Palmer threw with Raiders wide receiver Jacoby Ford during two of the off days the 
Oakland players were given during the bye week. 

"I think he's picked up a little bit," Jackson said. "I think he's starting to understand 

the system, playing it, how to play around his teammates." 

Footnotes.  

Tight end Virgil Green (neck), cornerback Cassius Vaughn (hamstring) and safety 
Quinton Carter (concussion) didn't participate in Denver's practice. Offensive tackle 

Orlando Franklin (groin), like McGahee, was limited. . . . Because of snow, the 
Broncos moved practice inside to the South Suburban facility near their complex. 
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Broncos QB Tim Tebow trying to shut out 
noise of Tebowmania 

By Lindsay H. Jones 

The Denver Post  

November 2, 2011 

As the swirl of Tebowmania continues around him, Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow 

has tried to shut it out as he prepares for his third start of the season. 

After Tebow's struggles last week against Detroit, in which he completed only 46 
percent of his passes and had a fumble and interception returned for touchdowns, 

Tebow has been the focus of much external criticism, both from opposing players 
and NFL television and radio analysts. 

"You can't listen to whatever other people say, because you're going to have people 
that praise you and people that criticize you, and everything in between. If I listen 

to everything you all say, my world would be so up and down, but I'm grounded by 
my faith and my family. That's what grounds me," Tebow said after practice 

Wednesday.  

"Football is what I do for a living and for fun, and if I rode the roller coaster of what 
people say about me, my life would be a lot more hectic than it already is." 

Head coach John Fox earlier this week gave Tebow a lukewarm vote of confidence 

by saying that Tebow would remain the Broncos' starter "for this week." 

That seems to be OK with the quarterback, who is sticking to a "day-to-day" 
mantra. 

"I try to get ready for each game and take it one day at a time and not look too far 

into the future," Tebow said. 
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Broncos' Willis McGahee back at practice 
following surgery 

By Lindsay H. Jones 

The Denver Post  

November 2, 2011 

Broncos running back Willis McGahee returned to practice today, eight days after 

surgery to repair a broken bone in his right hand. 

McGahee wore a glove and then had the hand wrapped as he took handoffs and 
warmed up with his teammates. McGahee appeared to be holding the ball in his left 

arm. 

The Broncos moved today's practice to the South Suburban Sports Dome — an 
indoor facility about two miles from Dove Valley — for the second-consecutive 
Wednesday because of snow. 

Every player made the trip to the bubble, but three — tight end Virgil Green (neck), 
safety Quinton Carter (concussion) and cornerback Cassius Vaughn (hamstring) — 
did not participate. 

Head coach John Fox and quarterback Tim Tebow will meet with the media after 

practice, shortly after 1 p.m. 
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Broncos’ John Elway spotted at Stanford 
practice, scouting Andrew Luck 

By Lindsay Jones 

The Denver Post 
November 2, 2011 

NFL scouts and football folks frequently troll the sidelines of college football 

practices. 

But of course, John Elway is no normal football executive, and when he‘s seen at 
the college practice of the projected No. 1 pick in next year‘s draft, well, that 
becomes news.  

Associated Press reporter Antonio Gonzalez reported via Twitter Wednesday 
afternoon that Elway is watching Stanford, and star quarterback Andrew Luck, 
practice in Palo Alto.  

A Broncos team spokesman said earlier today that Elway and general manager 

Brian Xanders are out of town this week ―scouting.‖ 

It isn‘t Elway‘s first trip to Stanford this year. He was also in Palo Alto earlier this 
fall to watch the Cardinal play the University of Colorado. 

Elway (and any NFLer) is banned from talking about college players while they are 

still in college. But he can certainly observe. 

  

http://twitter.com/#!/agonzalezAP


Broncos’ John Fox gets feisty about Tim 
Tebow question 

By Lindsay Jones 

The Denver Post 
November 3, 2011 

John Fox, showing some teeth. 

On a conference call with Oakland reporters today, Fox shot down the idea that he 

and the Broncos coaching staff were starting Tim Tebow at quarterback to silence 
the fans.  

―I think it‘s the dumbest thing I‘ve ever heard,‖ Fox said. ―I think at the end of the 

day we‘re trying to evaluate a football team and win games. After that, that‘s all we 
really care about.‖ 

  



Tim Tebow not bothered by celebrations 

Associated Press 

November 2, 2011  

Tebow said he figures Tulloch was just having fun, not mocking him or his Christian 
faith by participating in the phenomenon that's become an Internet sensation. 

The craze began shortly after TV cameras captured Tebow kneeling in quiet 

reflection while his teammates celebrated their comeback win over the Miami 
Dolphins two weeks ago. 

The Lions joined in the gesture during their 45-10 beatdown of the Broncos on 

Sunday, including Tulloch's pose after his takedown of Tebow, which has drawn 
widespread public criticism. 

"He was just celebrating, having fun with his teammates and I don't take offense to 

that," Tebow said. 

Well, he was bothered by a thing or two, actually. 

"I was bothered that I gave up a sack and that I didn't break the tackle," Tebow 
said. "That bothered me." 

Tebow has endured 13 sacks in his two starts for Denver this season, so he said 

Wednesday he has to start throwing the ball away more if he's in a defender's 
grasp. 

While that might further hurt his 46 percent completion rate, Tebow said he's only 
concerned with scoring touchdowns and beating opponents, not with statistics or 

style points. 

"Ultimately, it's about winning games. I don't really care how it looks or what we 
do, as long as we win," Tebow said when asked what he must do to maintain his 

starting status beyond Sunday's game at Oakland. 

Despite being battered, "my body feels really good," Tebow said. "But ultimately, 
you know, you want to be smart and not take a lot of hits, especially big-time hits 

or flip over people and land on your head in games, you don't want to do too much 
of that." 

Even though he's 1-1 since replacing Kyle Orton, Tebow has played poorly for all 
but about one quarter in his two starts, leading to speculation that coach John Fox 

could lose the locker room if this keeps up. 

http://espn.go.com/nfl/team/_/name/mia/miami-dolphins
http://espn.go.com/nfl/team/_/name/mia/miami-dolphins
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/8520/kyle-orton


Several veterans, including Champ Bailey, Mario Haggan and Andre' Goodman, 
have said Orton was unfairly singled out for the team's poor start when he lost his 

starting job. 

Fox said this week he doesn't expect any finger-pointing following their loss to the 
Lions. 

"Especially when things aren't going well, you're best-off looking at yourself and 

seeing what you can do better and not be so concerned about what somebody else 
is doing," Fox said. 

There are plenty of things the Broncos need to improve on that have little to do 

with who's taking the snaps. Their veteran secondary allowed a Detroit wide 
receiver to burst free by 30 yards for a touchdown Sunday, and Denver is allowing 
an average of 277 yards passing through seven games. 

Their top two draft picks, Von Miller and Rahim Moore, have been briefly benched, 
pass-rusher Elvis Dumervil has been plagued by injuries and has yet to record his 
first sack since 2009, when he led the league with 17, a year before missing the 

entire season with a torn chest muscle. 

They dealt away their top receiver, Brandon Lloyd, at the trade deadline, and their 
top tailback, Willis McGahee, has a broken right hand. 

Offensive coordinator Mike McCoy's play calling has drawn scrutiny, notably from 

former Broncos safety and current broadcaster John Lynch, who questioned Sunday 
whether the Broncos were adapting their offense sufficiently to give Tebow a 

chance at success. 

The Broncos, though, have run three-wide receiver sets 100 times in Tebow's two 
starts, and on one play Sunday with two backs and a tight end in the backfield to 
help protect him, he held the ball for nine seconds before getting sacked. 

"We're a team, so all we've got to do is take care of our business and he'll take care 

of his," Moore said. "He's not the team. We are one as a team. Some people always 
point the finger at him like, 'He had a bad game.' But what about other people? 

We're in this as a team." 

Tebow said he tries not to pay attention to the constant debate over his worthiness 
as an NFL quarterback and only watches his beloved Florida Gators on TV 

nowadays, avoiding the constant chatter about him. 

"Well, it's kind of impossible not to hear everything. You're walking by, you hear it. 
It's everywhere," Tebow said. "But you just can't pay attention to it because if I let 
what people say about me run my life I'd be living a roller coaster and thank the 

Lord that I don't have to do that." 

http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/1758/champ-bailey
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/4686/mario-haggan
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/3596/andre'-goodman
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/13976/von-miller
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/14050/rahim-moore
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/9712/elvis-dumervil
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/4582/brandon-lloyd
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/4481/willis-mcgahee
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/428/john-lynch


Linebacker Joe Mays said everybody else hears the critiques, too, but they're too 
busy looking in the mirror to worry about Tebow's troubles. 

"We're trying to maintain our jobs here with the Broncos, so we're definitely looking 

at ourselves and making sure we're doing what's best for the team and doing 
whatever we can to help the team out," he said. "You can't blame anything on just 

one person, and I don't think one person can break up a team." 

Mays said he can't stand to hear anyone being credited for a win or blamed for a 
loss. 

"When I hear it, I just kind of feel sorry for Tim because a lot of people were saying 

he's the guy that's going to turn this program around, and then when he comes in 
and he doesn't play as good as certain people want him to play, they bash him for 
it," Mays said. 

"So, you know what, the one thing I will say to Tim is just continue to play his 
brand of football and don't try to please everyone because there's no way you can 
do that."  

  

http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/11434/joe-mays


Raiders look to Palmer to deliver fifth straight 

win over Broncos 

By Associated Press  
November 2, 2011 

Oakland's Carson Palmer and Denver's Tim Tebow each looked completely out of 

sorts in their last game. 

The Raiders are hopeful an extra week of practice plus the acquisition of one of 
Palmer's former teammates can help the two-time Pro Bowl quarterback get more 

comfortable with the offense. 

The Broncos can only hope Tebow learns from his many mistakes. 

After a much-needed bye, Palmer is expected to make his first start of the season 
Sunday for a Raiders team looking to win its fifth in a row over Denver. 

Palmer had a bit of an excuse for a sloppy performance in a 28-0 home loss to 

Kansas City on Oct. 23. He was acquired five days before the game and only 
participated in three practices before being inserted for an ineffective Kyle Boller. 

"I put him in a very tough situation," coach Hue Jackson said. 

The unfamiliarity showed. Palmer matched Boller's three interceptions with three of 

his own, finishing 8 of 21 for 116 yards. 

"This bye week may be the most valuable to me of anybody in the league," Palmer 
said. 

In an effort to ease Palmer's transition, the Raiders (4-3) -- tied atop the AFC West 

with San Diego and Kansas City -- signed wide receiver T.J. Houshmandzadeh on 
Tuesday. 

Houshmandzadeh and Palmer were teammates in Cincinnati for six seasons. The 

signing also reunites Houshmandzadeh, who had been out of the league since 
playing with Baltimore last season, with Jackson, who was the receivers coach in 
Cincinnati from 2004-06. 

Houshmandzadeh practiced with his new team on Wednesday, but star running 

back Darren McFadden is still on crutches and wearing a protective boot after 
spraining his right foot early against the Chiefs. 

That makes it unlikely McFadden will play, something the Broncos (2-5) certainly 

wouldn't mind. 

http://www.nfl.com/players/carsonpalmer/profile?id=PAL249055
http://www.nfl.com/players/timtebow/profile?id=TEB603856
http://www.nfl.com/gamecenter/2011102308/2011/REG7/chiefs@raiders
http://www.nfl.com/gamecenter/2011102308/2011/REG7/chiefs@raiders
http://www.nfl.com/players/kyleboller/profile?id=BOL517890
http://www.nfl.com/players/darrenmcfadden/profile?id=MCF084974


McFadden, who led the NFL with 610 rushing yards through Week 6, ran for 150 
yards in a season-opening 23-20 win at Denver. He has amassed 508 yards with 

three touchdowns while averaging 7.3 yards per carry during the Raiders' four-
game winning streak in the series. 

While Oakland feels Palmer can help lead the team to its first playoff berth since 

2002, the Broncos are not yet convinced Tebow is their franchise quarterback. 

After rallying Denver to an overtime win in Miami in Week 7, Tebow struggled 
mightily in last Sunday's 45-10 loss to Detroit. Tebow completed 18 of 39 passes 

for 172 yards and an interception, fumbled once and was sacked seven times. 

His lone touchdown pass came in the fourth quarter with the Broncos down by 42. 

Following the loss, John Fox wouldn't confirm if Tebow would get another start. A 
day later, the coach said he would give the 2007 Heisman Trophy winner another 

shot, but is not committing to him beyond this game. 

"I think at the end of the day, we've got to see if he can improve and get better in 
the passing game," Fox said. 

So far, Tebow has been brutal when dropping back. 

In two starts, he has thrown for 333 yards, completed 47.0 percent of his passes 

and has been sacked 13 times. 

"I think they have confidence in me, but more than anything, I've got to have 
confidence in myself and my teammates around me and at the end of the day that's 
what matters," Tebow said. 

Tebow was greatly frustrated by a Lions defense that crowded the line of 
scrimmage and blitzed frequently, forcing the inexperienced quarterback to beat 
them with his arm. 

The Raiders could use a similar strategy against Tebow, who is completing 23.5 

percent of his passes when being blitzed. 

Oakland has been one of the most blitz-heavy teams in the league since Week 5, 
averaging 24.0 per game. The extra pressure has paid off, as its opponents are 

completing an NFL-low 35.7 percent of their passes against the blitz since Oct. 9. 

"It's just something I truly believe in," Jackson said. "I think you have to get after 
people. If I'm going to go down, I want to go down bombing everything. That's just 

the way I feel about it. I don't want to be sitting back watching and having people 
go get us." 

Like the Raiders, the Broncos could also be without their top running back. 

http://www.nfl.com/gamecenter/2011091201/2011/REG1/raiders@broncos
http://www.nfl.com/gamecenter/2011103006/2011/REG8/lions@broncos


Willis McGahee, who has rushed for 460 yards, sat out last week's game after 
injuring his right hand against the Dolphins. Knowshon Moreno, who has been 

slowed by a hamstring injury, got his first start since rushing for 22 yards on eight 
carries against the Raiders. He finished with 69 yards on 14 attempts. 

  

http://www.nfl.com/players/willismcgahee/profile?id=MCG001995
http://www.nfl.com/players/knowshonmoreno/profile?id=MOR120768


Tebow can take heat; Jackson brings it 

By Bill Williamson 

ESPN.com 

November, 2, 2011  

In his press briefing Wednesday, struggling Denver quarterback Tim Tebow said he 

is not offended when others in the league criticize him.  

 

Thus, he won‘t be offended by comments made by Raiders coach Hue Jackson on 

Wednesday. This is what Jackson said when asked about facing the struggling 

Tebow on Sunday in Oakland: "I hope he doesn‘t get it right this week. I hope he 

continues to do what he‘s being doing, keep it that way."  

 

Hey, he‘s just being honest.  

 

Jackson‘s words came after some comments made by Detroit players after Tebow's 

poor performance during the Broncos' 45-10 loss to the Lions on Sunday.  

 

―Honestly, I don‘t really take offense to that,‖ Tebow said of the comments. ―I‘ll just 

try to get better from that game and improve and just continue to get better as a 

football player. You‘re going to have people that praise you and people that criticize 

you and everything in between. If I listened to everything that you all say, my 

world would be so up and down. I‘m grounded upon my faith, my family, and that‘s 

what grounds me. Football is what I do for a living and what I do for fun. If I rode 

the roller coaster of what everybody says about me then my life would be a lot 

more hectic than what it is.‖  

 

Also Wednesday, Tebow reiterated that he is not interested in switching positions. 

That topic has (and likely will) come up from time to time. Some scouts have 

thought Tebow would make a better fullback or an H-back than a quarterback in 

the NFL. Still, Tebow says he's not buying it.  

 

―I don‘t think so,‖ Tebow said. ―This has been my dream since I was a little boy to 

be a quarterback, and I‘m going to continue to get better as a quarterback and play 

quarterback, and be the best quarterback I can be for this team.‖  

 

Jackson just hopes it doesn‘t happen Sunday in Oakland. 

 

 

http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/13200/tim-tebow
http://twitter.com/#!/CorkOnTheNFL/status/131844180271038464
http://scores.espn.go.com/nfl/recap?gameId=311030007


Poll results: Give Tebow time 

By Bill Williamson 

ESPN.com 

November, 2, 2011  

If it was up to the readers, the Denver Broncos would take all the mystery out of 

the rest the season and allow Tim Tebow to play the final nine games of the season 

regardless of his production.  

 

In our AFC West poll, as of 8:05 a.m. ET, 47 percent of the voters believe Tebow 

should be Denver‘s quarterback in the final games of the season. However, 27 

percent of the voters believe Tebow‘s leash should extend just through November 

and 26 percent believe Tebow‘s leash should simply be the next 1-2 games.  

 

Tebow has started the past two games and he has not played well. There are 

rumblings the Broncos are willing to give Tebow the rest of the season, but he must 

show improvement. If Tebow continues to struggle, Denver could turn to Brady 

Quinn at some point this season.  

 

Still, it seems much of the fan base is not willing to see Denver give up on Tebow 

too soon. Thanks to everyone who participated. 

  

http://espn.go.com/nfl/team/_/name/den/denver-broncos
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/13200/tim-tebow
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Broncos' McGahee practices, working to 

return vs. RaidersNFL.com  

NFL.com 

November 2, 2011 

Denver Broncos running back Willis McGahee is making good on his word to work 

his way back for Sunday's game against the Oakland Raiders. 

McGahee returned to practice Wednesday, just eight days after he underwent 

surgery that inserted a plate and five pins to repair his broken right hand. The 

Denver Post reported he had the hand wrapped and carried the ball with his left 

hand. 

The NFL doled out a $7,500 fine to McGahee for facemasking a defender on the 

play McGahee broke his hand. 

McGahee said earlier in the week he intends to play against the Raiders. He told the 

team's official website Tuesday he considered himself "day to day." 

  



Tebow focuses on football despite all that 

swirls around him  

By Dan Hanzus 

NFL.com 

November 2, 2011 

Tebowmania rages on unabated, and the man behind it is doing his best to pretend 

it doesn't exist. 

During a week that has included harsh criticism on multiple fronts and a lukewarm 

endorsement from his own coach, Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow is blocking out 

the distractions that swirl around him with an individually critical Week 9 matchup 

against the Raiders on tap. 

"You can't listen to whatever other people say, because you're going to have people 

that praise you and people that criticize you, and everything in between," Tebow 

said after practice Wednesday, according to The Denver Post. "If I listen to 

everything you all say, my world would be so up and down, but I'm grounded by 

my faith and my family. That's what grounds me." 

It's a very Tim Tebow answer, but it's also a smart outlook, given how much of a 

lightning rod he has become. 

"Football is what I do for a living and for fun," he said, "and if I rode the roller-

coaster of what people say about me, my life would be a lot more hectic than it 

already is." 

The man has a point. If Tebow absorbed every negative comment made about him, 

he'd probably be rocking in the corner of a white room with padded walls right now. 

Nobody wants that.  



Bang! Pow! Pop! Wham! Touchdown! An 

Explosion Of Offense Across The League 

The passing numbers are way, way up. Is it the lockout? The weather? Or 

something more deep-rooted and lasting? SI assembled a think tank of 

experts—coaches, players, analysts—to probe for answers 

Peter King 

SI.com 

November 3, 2011 

Just how pass-happy has the NFL been in the first half of 2011? Consider: 

• In 2010 no team averaged more than 288.1 yards through the air. Through 

Sunday of Week 8 the top three passing teams are stratospherically higher: The 

Saints were throwing for 326.8 per game, the Patriots for 324.7 and the Packers for 

323.4. 

• Never have teams collectively thrown more than 56% of the time over the course 

of a season. After Sunday's games the passing frequency was 56.5% 

• There were 10 individual 400-yard passing games through Sunday. That's already 

the fourth most ever. The record is 13. 

• In Peyton Manning's first eight starts, as a rookie in 1998, he passed for 1,873 

yards. Panthers rookie Cam Newton has passed for 2,393 in his first eight this year. 

• Teams are scoring more points per game (44.6 through Sunday) than in any 

season since the NFL-AFL merger, in 1970. 

So why the air raid? There have been some interesting theories advanced. For one, 

the weather around the country on Sundays has been mostly conducive to passing, 

clear and not too cold. It's not unusual for offensive production to slacken once the 

snow and wind hit. Some also argue that defenses didn't have an off-season to 

work on ways to counter the new wrinkles of high-powered attacks. That's a 

tougher sell: Rookies Cam Newton of the Panthers and Andy Dalton of the Bengals 

walked in with only seven weeks of organized NFL practice time and played above-

average quarterback immediately. Why would it be harder for defenses to be ready 

at the start of the season. 

To analyze these theories and get to the heart of the offensive explosion in the NFL, 

SI assembled its own football think tank last Thursday. Our panel of experts: 



• Dalton, an instant starter in Cincinnati after running variations of a spread offense 

at TCU for four years. 

• Saints coach Sean Payton, a cutting-edge passing-game expert. 

• Titans defensive coordinator Jerry Gray, a longtime secondary coach and four-

time Pro Bowl defensive back for the Rams in the 1980s. 

• Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey, who at 33 is one of the league's shrewdest 

defenders 

• Mike Leach, the former Texas Tech coach who is highly regarded in NFL circles for 

his imaginative offensive mind. 

• Auburn offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn, a spread-offense guru who coached 

Newton last season and helped him become the first pick in the 2011 draft. 

• Brian Burke, the former Navy fighter pilot who founded the forward-thinking 

analytics website Advanced NFL Stats. 

One factor became overwhelmingly clear during the discourse: the maturity of 

quarterbacks who have entered the league in the last two or three years. They've 

been polished by experience gained from college programs playing the same game 

the pros play—and by a certain craze going all the way down to middle school that 

makes football nearly a year-round sport. 

"Seven-on-seven summer passing leagues," Dalton said. "When I was in high 

school I was in a power-I formation. We were handing it off a lot. But in the 

summer with these passing leagues, it definitely helped quarterbacks out because 

we were getting five wide receivers every snap. It gave us confidence that we could 

get in the gun and throw it around successfully." 

It makes tremendous sense. Dalton not only had 50 college games and 1,317 

college passes on his résumé when the NFL took a close look at him before the 

draft last spring; he also had several summers of throwing the ball in multiple 

formations, reading coverages and learning to trust his arm and his head. Earlier 

this fall Bengals offensive coordinator Jay Gruden told SI one of the things most 

impressive about Dalton was that "there's not much he hasn't seen." That helps 

explain why his passer rating through Sunday was higher than that of Philip Rivers, 

Matt Cassel and Matt Ryan—and why the surprising Bengals (5--2) are in 

contention in the strong AFC North. 

Provoking more thoughts from the think tank: 

SI: Why has football become such an aerial game in 2011? Why are there 

three guys on pace to break Dan Marino's single-season passing record?  



PAYTON: Our league has always paid close attention to who wins the Super Bowl. 

Ownership, coaches, front offices, G.M.'s always study what just won. We just 

watched Green Bay go through a lot of injuries, a lot of different running backs, line 

up in shotgun and in spread sets and win a Super Bowl. That's like Brooklyn Decker 

walking down a runway—people are going to buy the dress she's wearing. When 

the Super Bowl champs threw the ball a lot more than they ran it, played good 

defense and broke the formula of what wins, that'd be a starting point in terms of 

2011's passing spike. 

LEACH: I think it started way before that—the league has been doing it longer than 

it cares to admit. It started with the 49ers [in the 1980s]. Back then the West 

Coast offense was more open, but that offense evolved in the most conservative 

fashion. The teams that have been on top over the past couple of years—New 

Orleans, New England, Green Bay, Indianapolis—get the ball in everyone's hands 

and attack the open field. 

GRAY: I see a lot more offensive linemen coming out of college who are ready for 

the NFL passing game. They can do that very well. When I played, there was a 

premium on running backs. There was Eric Dickerson, and everyone was trying to 

get 1,000-yard rushers. That's really not the case anymore. The teams that are 

winning utilize space and throw it to a 6'4" receiver—he can make one guy miss 

and he's in the end zone. 

BAILEY: What I want to know is, Did college and pro coaches have some sort of 

secret meeting or something? I'm looking at what Mike Leach did at Texas Tech, 

with all the shotgun, and now I see it trickling into the NFL more and more. Seems 

like there's not the prejudice against the shotgun there used to be. Basically, what I 

see when I line up now is no more smashmouth football. 

BURKE: I see a confluence of things—and really healthy, topflight quarterbacks. I 

think all of the top passers have been healthy, and the receivers as well. And good 

weather, really favorable conditions. 

SI: Being pro-ready is different today than it was even a few years ago. 

When Aaron Rodgers came in, he sat for three years. Now we've got four 

rookies starting—Newton, Dalton, Blaine Gabbert in Jacksonville and 

Christian Ponder in Minnesota.  

MALZAHN: The one thing I'm sure that surprises people about Cam is they saw how 

much he ran here at Auburn last year and figured he's just an athlete playing 

quarterback. Cam was phenomenal here about reading defenses and doing what 

the play called for. Sometimes he'd take off instead of hitting his hot receiver, and 

I'd ask him why and he'd say [the throw] wasn't there. I'd go back and look at the 



tape, and it was exactly the way he said. I trusted the way he went through his 

progressions. 

DALTON: Obviously it depends on the situation. I came into a great one in 

Cincinnati. I feel like I had a lot of experience at TCU. I really haven't known 

anything else beside coming in and starting right away. I couldn't say what it was 

like 10 or 15 years ago, but now it seems like a lot of the rookies are being 

perceived as ready to go early on. 

PAYTON: Twenty years ago it used to be, 'What draft pick is going to beat out what 

veteran player?' The roster was going to be 85 percent intact. Now you get 30, 35 

percent turnover every year. Periodically you have what you saw with Aaron 

Rodgers behind Brett Favre, but we're much further along in the high school game, 

the college game and the pro game in taking a snap and throwing it to someone. 

Protections, hot receivers—I think back to when I was a quarterback in high school 

[at Naperville Central in Illinois]. We threw the ball a lot when no one else did. My 

coach said, "The biggest thing you've got to overcome first is your fear of throwing 

it," like we're really living out there in the left lane. A lot has changed 

philosophically. 

SI: In the last three years Matthew Stafford, Kevin Kolb, Andy Dalton, Colt 

McCoy and Christian Ponder, all from high schools in Texas, have won 

starting jobs.  

GRAY: It's really changed. Growing up in Texas, everybody wanted a premier 

running back on their team. Now we're talking about guys who have indoor facilities 

in their schools and they're throwing it and throwing it and throwing it. They're 

throwing the ball for 4,000 and 5,000 yards a year—in high school. So they get to 

our game, and they're so used it. When I was playing, it was run on first down, run 

on second down and throw on third down. It was easier to defend that. With the 

influx of kids who understand the passing game and aren't afraid to throw it, they 

hit the ground running. 

SI: The NFL used to draft quarterbacks and mold them into pro-style NFL 

passers. Now it seems there isn't a lot of retraining. NFL coaches like what 

Andy's doing, what Cam Newton's doing.  

GRAY: To me, teams have molded their game around the guys they draft, as 

opposed to, You come in and you learn my system—and if you don't know it, I'm 

going to put you on the shelf for a year or two until you learn the system. You take 

a Number 1 draft pick and set him on the shelf, there's a lot of dollars with that guy 

sitting on the bench, and you may not get a chance to coach that kid. 



LEACH: I think it started in California, where they had these [seven-on-seven] 

passing leagues go pretty much year round. In Texas, I'd be on the road recruiting 

and talking to coaches and they'd say, 'Well, these guys were throwing so well over 

the summer that we added a couple of plays to let them do that.' These passing 

leagues catching on, that was critical. 

MALZAHN: As a coach, week in and week out in [the SEC], you're seeing the same 

schemes you'll see on the next level. The comment about the seven-on-seven 

passing work that quarterbacks do in the off-season is right on target. I remember 

first seeing those back in about 1996, and by 2000 these young quarterbacks who 

wanted to be great realized they had to [take part]. When those quarterbacks got 

to college they were so much more ready—and the elite college defenses are so 

much more advanced too, which helps the development of the quarterback. 

BAILEY: And those guys who played all that seven-on-seven football, they're all in 

the league now. 

DALTON: Those passing leagues helped out with my transition from high school to 

college, and at TCU we ran a lot of the same concepts, a lot of the same stuff that 

we're doing here in Cincinnati. That whole transition has been good for me. That 

was the thing coming in—once we got into training camp I was taking most of the 

reps. When I was out there in that first game, it just felt like I was playing football. 

BAILEY: We played the Bengals the second week of the season [a 24--22 Denver 

win], and when we're looking at the tape that week, I keep hearing, 'Oh, he's a 

rookie quarterback.' Like, he's going to make rookie mistakes. Not from what I saw. 

[Dalton was 27 of 41 for 332 yards, two TDs and no interceptions.] I kept telling 

everyone he wasn't playing like a rookie. The reads he was making, his 

confidence—I'm telling you, the young guys are coming into this league so much 

more ready to play our game. 

PAYTON: You've got more people in high school and college who know what they're 

doing coaching the passing game. Andy at TCU was in the shotgun, seeing single 

safety, man and zone, he's seeing two-deep, zone pressure, quarters coverage. 

There was a time when that quarterback saw Sky and Cloud coverage and then 

came into the NFL and all of sudden was like, What's this Thief and Robber? People 

have gotten over their fear of feeling like we're living on the edge with the forward 

pass. That used to be unconventional thinking, and it wasn't very smart. 

SI: The fact that yards after the catch was up through the early part of the 

season suggests that teams are trying to get the ball in space to their 

playmakers.  

BAILEY: Or that there's a lot of bad tackling. 



BURKE: When I see the yards after the catch increase, typically that means more 

screen passes or a lot of check downs. To my amateur eyes it looks like a lot more 

wide receiver screens and rub routes—the kind of routes where you're really setting 

a pick. Picks are technically illegal, but if it's right off the line and part of the route, 

then it's fine. We're seeing that more often—that's what's driving some of those 

yards. Just get your best player the ball, let him get into open space and make 

somebody miss. I think there are a lot more plays like that being run this year. 

LEACH: Can I get a copy of your homework? I want a copy of his homework. 

SI: Seems like the concept of 'space players' is at a premium—the guys 

who can make people miss and find the open field. You've seen running 

backs Matt Forte of the Bears and Arian Foster of the Texans take short 

passes a long way.  

LEACH: Whoever is your favorite running back, think about him with five yards of 

space in every direction around him and then tell me how good he is. 

PAYTON: Bill Parcells said he's learned not to hold a certain criteria for height and 

weight. He wanted [running backs] to be built powerfully in the lower body. Darren 

Sproles is built that way. You have to have some guys who can solve problems, and 

Sproles [the 5'6" former Chargers back whom the Saints signed this year as a free 

agent] is a quick thinker. You can teach a choice route to 15 different backs and 

spend six months on it, and after they begin to master some of the techniques, 

pretty soon the smart guy always seems to be open. Our tight end, Jimmy 

Graham—you can stretch him out like a split end, and now before the ball ever hits 

the quarterback's hands, he knows whether it's man or zone or if there's potential 

pressure. [Former 49ers coach] Bill Walsh would have the tight end kind of post up 

over the center and when the quarterback felt the squeeze of the linebackers, he'd 

just throw it opposite the squeeze, like he was inbounding a ball in a basketball 

game. Those are guys that allow your quarterback to be more efficient. 

LEACH (to DALTON): I've got something for Andy. TCU has always kind of been 

viewed as a run-first team, use the clock. But contrary to popular belief TCU in the 

last couple of years did it with all kinds of spread sets. My question is, How much 

adjustment was there to the passing game in the NFL? 

DALTON: The last two years [at TCU] we spread it out a little more. The Number 1 

thing we tried to do was get in and out of formations. Five-wide one play, two tight 

ends and two backs the next. That was really good for me, because I had the 

knowledge of all the different sets that we were getting into. TCU was very similar 

to how we're calling plays here in Cincinnati, the way we're adjusting routes and 

signaling things and setting protections. It's all new terminology, but it's the same 



style we did at TCU. Everything I was able to do at TCU has helped me out 

tremendously and made this whole transition a whole lot easier. 

PAYTON (to LEACH): Mike, here's one for you. I've seen a ton of your tape at Tech. 

We'd agree that there's different ways to call the same play, but what does vary is 

route adjustment within a certain pattern. In the run-and-shoot there were a lot of 

variables depending on what a receiver did to the coverage. How much of that 

existed with your system? 

LEACH: People can term themselves to death—all the terms that quarterbacks have 

to keep track of that I don't know the definition of. The one thing that's never 

changed in football in my opinion is leveraging numbers in space. If they overload 

players, you're at a disadvantage. If you can find or create space, attack it. We 

gave our guys a lot of latitude, say, on crossing routes. If our receiver was going 

across the middle and had space, he had the freedom to settle, because we didn't 

feel that affected the integrity of the route or the rest of the play. We constantly 

talked about attacking space. 

BURKE: There's a new generation of coaches. They don't really remember those 

days in the early '70s when nobody passed the ball and it was all running. That's 

part of the cycle you're seeing. There's only so many things you can do with the 

football. It's about having more numbers and getting the ball into space. And 

whatever is different is going to be confusing to a defense. You want to speed up 

their brains to slow down their legs—keep them thinking and keep them guessing. 

SI: So, when the bad weather comes, will the game continue to be on this 

record pace?  

PAYTON: I think the passing game travels more in inclement weather than it ever 

has. I worry more about the wind than precipitation or the cold. But there are 

things we want to do with play-action ... just attempting to pass doesn't cut it. In 

other words, are you good at it or are you not? We had one of our better rushing 

nights the other night [236 yards on the ground in the 62--7 win over the Colts in 

Week 7], and as we get closer to potentially being in the playoffs, that's something 

that can be important for us—and for our defense. 

  



Who’s Contending, and pretending? 
 

By JT the Brick 

NBCSports.com 

November 2, 2011 

 

After eight weeks of the NFL season, it‘s time to see how the playoff picture is 

shaping up in the AFC and NFC and what some teams must do make a push 

towards the postseason or look towards 2012.  

AFC West 

Oakland Raiders (4-3) 

What a roller coaster ride it has been. They are one of the best rushing teams in 

the league and have excelled on special teams with kicker Sebastian Janikowski and 

punter Shane Lechler. Coach Hue Jackson traded for Carson Palmer after 

quarterback Jason Campbell was lost to a broken collarbone. The Raiders got 

hammered heading into their bye week by Kansas City 28-0 and better take care of 

business against Denver this Sunday at home. They went undefeated in the division 

last year and will have to play their best football against the San Diego Chargers if 

they hope to win the AFC West. The team is playing for the late Al Davis and can‘t 

afford to get beat by some of the easier teams remaining on their schedule. 

Denver Broncos (2-5) 

The organization has a few more months to evaluate Tim Tebow to see if he can 

become a franchise quarterback and eventually lead this team to the playoffs. John 

Elway will clean house in the off season by making dramatic changes on offense 

which could include a new quarterback.   

Kansas City Chiefs (4-3) 

They are the hottest team in the AFC with a four-game wining streak. Their defense 

is fast and aggressive led by cornerback Brandon Flowers and linebacker Derrick 

Johnson. Coach Todd Haley didn't panic after his team got blown out in their first 

two games against Buffalo and Detroit while also losing running back Jamaal 

Charles and safety Eric Berry. Kansas City should beat Miami and Denver at home 

in the next two weeks before they travel to New England and play the Patriots on 

Monday night. If they win that game they could win the West.  

San Diego Chargers (4-3) 

After their loss Monday to the Chiefs, the Chargers have lost two heartbreakers in a 

row and host Green Bay on Sunday. Phillip Rivers is having his worst year as a pro 

http://nbcsports.msnbc.com/id/45137791/ns/sports-nfl/
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leading the NFL with 14 turnovers. San Diego struggles on the road and they are no 

longer a physical team that can run the ball in short yardage situations. Time is 

running out for Norv Turner if he can‘t get his team to cut down on penalties and 

costly mistakes and play inspired football.  

  



Tebow can thank his self-righteous fans for 
heat he's taking 

By Gregg Doyel 

CBSSports.com  

November. 2, 2011  

Look what you've done, Tim Tebow fans. Look at what you've wrought. Look at it. 

Own it.  

This is your fault, Tebow fans. All this media and opponent gloating about the 

Denver quarterback's struggles last week against Detroit? Your fault. Not Tebow's 

fault.  

Yours.  

See, people don't like being screamed at. We -- yes, we -- don't like being 

preached at either. Flooded with emails or message board posts or tweets, all 

saying the same thing, as if there aren't millions of Tebow fans but just one, some 

wacko using different online aliases? No, we don't like that.  

And now your boy is paying the price. After that 45-10 victory for Detroit, an 

anonymous Lions player blew up Tebow in a quote to Yahoo.com. CBS' Boomer 

Esiason gave a startling interview the other day where he said Tebow "[doesn't] 

know what he's doing on the football field" and added "players are out to get him." 

ESPN's Merril Hoge continues to pile on. It's everywhere.  

Thing is, Tebow can handle it. He has always been able to handle it. He's as 

mentally strong as any athlete, any person, I've ever seen. Who could handle being 

anointed such a hero while still in high school, and not let it go to his head? Who? 

Just about nobody. The closest thing I've seen to it was LeBron James, who kept 

his wits about him while those around him were losing theirs, but even LeBron 

broke. He broke the day he held a primetime TV show to take his talents to South 

Beach, where he has reveled so much in the hero worship that he has invited 

worship in other markets, creating a line of evening parties built around the wonder 

of LeBron James.  

Tebow is doing what LeBron once did, showing grace and class and humility where 

none would exist for most of us, me included, if we were lucky enough to have 

been born with that physique and skill.  

http://www.cbssports.com/columns/writers/doyel
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http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2010-03-19/entertainment/ct-talk-lebron-james-party-0320-20100319_1_bulls-next-season-nba-all-star-weekend-party


Point being, Tebow can handle the bad that is coming now, just as surely as he 

handled the good that came for so many years. He can handle the media as it 

hammers him, some opponents who anonymously gut him and other opponents 

who publicly poke fun at him. Or at his phenomenon. With Tebow, it's hard to tell 

the difference.  

Either way, Tebow can handle the "Tebowing" of Lions linebacker Stephen Tulloch, 

after Tulloch sacked him Sunday. In fact, he already has handled it. Tebow and 

Tulloch shared kind words immediately after the play, then shared some more after 

the game. Tebow's like that -- he's a good sport. By and large, he gets it.  

You might find a fan, a sportswriter or even a player who will profess to not liking 

Tebow. But mostly you'll find people, even his harshest critics -- even me, come to 

think of it -- who like the guy. We admire his football accomplishments in high 

school and college, his sincere beliefs off the field, his work as a missionary. 

Whatever any of us think of him as an NFL quarterback, we like the man behind the 

facemask.  

But his fans? You people? We don't like you.  

And you know who you are. If you're a Tebow fan who hasn't played the 

persecution card, I'm probably not talking to you. I'm not saying a Tebow fan is by 

definition an unlikeable person. And I'm positive that some of you -- the reasonable 

Tebow fans among you -- get the distinction I'm making here.  

But everyone else? The unreasonables? You don't get it. You don't get anything. 

You roam the countryside looking for people to get mad at, and you lash out in 

ways that will only drive critics farther away from Tebow's side. You tell the critics 

their issues with Tebow aren't really issues with Tebow -- they're issues with God. 

You tell the critics that Tebow would be getting a fair shake if he were from another 

religion, or from another race, or both. Do you have any idea how many emails I've 

received from Tebow fans, taunting me, telling me that Tebow's critics wouldn't 

have the courage to write or say what we have if Tebow were Muslim?  

I get emails like that, and I have to fight the urge to root against Tebow. I'm being 

serious. If Tebow's success means happiness for people like that, then I'm not sure 

I can handle his success. But I've fought that urge, and I'll continue to fight it, and 

I'll win that fight. You people can't beat me, even as you throw the online 

equivalent of rotten fruit at me and stupidly expect the smell to convince me you're 

right. The hell with you, but not with Tebow. I don't want him to fail. I want him to 

http://cbssports.com/images/blogs/Stephen_Tulloch_Tebowing_Tim_Tebow.jpg


continue his journey, fascinating as it is, while I watch in amazement at the unseen 

plot twists.  

The Super Bowl advertisement he did for Focus on the Family? The roadside 

billboard his fans purchased in Denver? The comeback at Miami?  

Tebowing?  

Are you kidding me?  

This guy is fascinating, and whether he ultimately makes it or not, Tebow will leave 

behind an enormous legacy. But part of his legacy will be the most vocal, the most 

persistent, the most unrealistic and annoying and disconnected members of his fan 

base. To be clear, they aren't the only reason Tebow gets attacked by media, 

opponents and opposing fans.  

But they're the reason those attacks are so joyous.  

  



The latest Tim Tebow craze: X > Tebow 

By Josh Katzowitz 

CBSSports.com 

November 2, 2011 

 

When I wrote the other day that the criticism of Tim Tebow has gotten to be too 

much, I had no idea the depths to which some people would stoop in order to make 

fun of him.  

And if you thought the Tebowing mocking was brutal, wait until you get a load of 

this.  

 

In a column written by Bill Williamson of ESPN.com that made the case that 

Broncos executives needed to think of a post-Tebow plan since, as we have written 

about time and time again, Tebow isn‘t a legit NFL quarterback at this point. 

 

The readers of the article then commandeered it like a pirate ship on the Indian 

Ocean and created a meme that‘s mean -- and well, sorta funny -- about what 

exactly is greater than Tebow. As in, X > Tebow. 

 

It goes a little something like this (all of the following are actual a few of the (tens 

of?) thousands of comments): 

 

Trolling ESPN > Tebow 

 

Creed > Tebow 

 

Rob Schnieder movies > tebow 

 

Herman Cain‘s pizza-making skills > Tebow 

 

Federal Pound you in the a$$ prison > Tebow (I‘m a sucker for Office Space 

references) 

 

Kris Humphries > Tebow 

 

And on and on and on.  
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Of course, those are some of the tamer tweets. And because so many of the 

comments are racist and misogynistic and simply inappropriate, ESPN moderators 

tried to keep up with the flow as best they could. As recounted by Deadspin, 

moderators deleted the unsavory stuff on Monday, but the commentators got even 

faster and friskier. On Tuesday, ESPN began deleting simply the comments that 

were in violation of its comments section.  

 

But Wednesday, as Deadspin writes, ―The moderators abandoned the battlefield. 

The commenters won.‖ Or as one commenter wrote, ―Being paid to delete >Tebow 

comments > Tebow.‖ 

 

Hopefully, like the Tebowing phenomenon, Tebow handles this full of grace and with 

a laugh. And hopefully, next week, the Tebow mocking doesn‘t get any worse.  
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Denver Broncos team report: Tim Tebow 
focused on better decisions, less hits 

Lee Rasizer  

Sporting News  

November 2, 2011 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo.—Quarterback Tim Tebow has been sacked 13 times in his two 

starts.  

His protection is part of the reason, but it can also can be linked to being a tick slow 
in his decision-making.  

Tim Tebow knows he has to make better decisions with the football, which includes 

not taking hits. (AP Photo)  

Tebow admitted Wednesday that on top of improved decision making and getting 

the ball out quickly, it‘s up to him to air mail a few tosses to live to play another 
down, too.  

―I‘m always wanting to make something happen, but you‘ve got to be patient and 
throw the ball away,‖ he said.  

Not only is Tebow taking his lumps via the sack, he‘s also leading all quarterbacks 

with 64 yards rushing per start, which means he‘s susceptible to even more 
contact.  

Tebow joked that he had a ―few half slides‘ last week, but ―ultimately you want to 

be smart and not take a lot of hits, especially big-time hits or flip over people and 
land on your head in games.‖  

At the same Tebow professes to feeling really good right now physically heading 

into Sunday‘s game at Oakland. It‘s the first team he‘ll have started against twice, 
having faced the Raiders last December on the road. …  

Notes: RB Willis McGahee practiced in limited fashion Wednesday. He‘s wearing a 

glove, padding and tape to protect his right hand, which was surgically repaired last 
Tuesday. Five pins and a plate were inserted after his hand was caught in a 
defender‘s facemask in the Oct. 23 game in Miami. Since the injury doesn‘t restrict 

his fingers, he has a chance to play this week if he can demonstrate the ability to 
hang tight to the football. The biggest concern right now is the risk of infection so 

close to going under the knife but that should dissipate with time.  
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Fan Take: Tim Tebow Just Not Fit to Be an 
NFL Quarterback 

By Nick Mordowanec 

Yahoo! Sports 
November 3, 2011  

One of the most controversial players in recent draft history, Tim Tebow was 

maligned for his throwing mechanics and praised for his desire and winning 
attitude. He was doubted by many and given the benefit of the doubt by seldom 
others. And after about a year and a half of seeing what the man they call Tebow 

can do, most critics and fans have come to a conclusion. 

Tim Tebow is not good enough to be an NFL quarterback. 

The Denver Broncos are unraveling quicker than a child's present on Christmas 
morning and there seems to be no answer in sight. The previous Josh McDaniels 

regime chose Tebow as the 25th overall pick in the 2010 NFL Draft, a pick which 
probably would not have been made by either first-year Broncos head coach John 

Fox or executive vice president of operations John Elway. Both Fox and Elway have 
been quite hesitant whenever asked a Tebow-related question, offering false 
bravado and looking comedic doing it. The majority of fans who follow the NFL 

aren't stupid and can see through the transparency which are Fox and Elway's 
words, often meant to prevent a media firestorm and keep a Denver fan base in 

check. 

The interesting aspect of this whole ordeal is how Broncos fans have taken Tebow 
in and seem to support him through anything. Previous starting quarterback Kyle 
Orton was booed in the preseason and fans wanted Tebow to be the guy who would 

lead them, even if Orton was—and still potentially may be—the best starting option 
on a team which suffers from any kind of cohesion in every element of the game. 

The Broncos are a bad team from top to bottom, the worst team in the AFC West 
and probably among the five worst teams in the entire league. 

But then there was this past Sunday, a game I followed closely as a Lions fan who 

saw his team lose two straight home games and needing a victory to get back on 
track. Not only did the Lions defeat the Broncos, they destroyed them. Yet, there 
was Tebow throwing a late garbage touchdown in the fourth quarter with his team 

down by what felt like 50 points (it was pretty close, actually) and the fans gave 
him a loud cheer and ovation, simultaneously giving Fox and Elway migraine 

headaches because they know the fans love him. That is the catch-22 of the entire 
situation; fans adore Tebow for his effort and his faith and his tenacity while the 
higher-ups would love to pull the plug on the entire experiment and go in another 

direction altogether. 
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Where can the Broncos go from here, though? If the organization ends the Tebow 
era in Denver, it proves that 1) Tebow will not be a starter again for the franchise 

and, hence, will become trade bait or maybe even released at some point or 2) the 
Broncos faithful will become extremely oppressed and fire back at management for 

giving up too quickly. Denver has fallen hard since the retirement of Elway over a 
decade ago and things may be at their worst right now. 

When fans and critics look at the success of first-year quarterbacks like Cam 

Newton, Andy Dalton and Christian Ponder, they also look at second-year 
quarterback Tim Tebow and compare skills and attributes. The Broncos probably 
don't have the talent on either side of the ball that the other three quarterbacks 

have the luxury of having, but in a league where quarterbacks receive all the 
recognition and all the blame, they also deserve to be scrutinized when things are 

going down the drain. It's the nature of the business. 

Whatever happens to Tebow is yet to be determined, but a man of his faith and 
desire will surely not rest on his laurels. He just has to hope another team gives 
him a chance to succeed because that's all he has left in terms of playing 

professional football at the highest level. 

  



Tebow gains Jockey endorsement 

By Tammy Vigil  
FOX31 Denver  

November 2, 2011 

DENVER -- Remember when angry Broncos fans put up billboards demanding Tim 
Tebow start as Denver‘s quarterback? Now a major undergarment company has 

put up billboards supporting the embattled quarterback.  
 
The two Tebow billboards are at 20th Avenue and Federal Blvd. and 20th Street and 

Arapahoe Street in Denver. Both show Tebow with the words: We support Denver. 
Jockey.  

"At first, I didn't notice, but there are broncos running behind him," says Broncos 

fan Mindy Yarbrough.  
 

Tebow is the star of the Jockey ad, in which he holds a football in a mountain 
setting with broncos running free. He‘s wearing a white t-shirt and the word 
"Jockey" is peeking out of his jeans.  

 
Some fans like it.  

 
―That's very, very good. Very good," says a smiling fan who did not want to give 
her name.  

 
"At least he's not in his underwear," says another fan.  

 
But some fans don‘t care for it.  
 

"I‘m kind of tired of hearing about it until he proves himself on the field,‖ says Jerry 
Duran.  

 
Since taking over on Oct. 9, Tebow has completed just 46-percent of his passes.  
 

But Metro State marketing professor Darrin Duber-Smith says winning is only one 
factor that makes an effective product endorser.  

 
"The person usually has to do something (like) Michael Vick or Tiger Woods. 
They lost their value pretty much overnight," he says.  

 
He says likability, attractiveness and recognition also rank high.  

 
"Tim Tebow really achieved the highest level in college football. He won two 

national championships. He won the Heisman. That's about as good as it gets. I 
think it will be a while before he becomes liability," he says.  
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Jockey agrees.  
 

According to Jockey‘s spokesperson, Mo Moorman, "Jockey's interest in him 
(Tebow) goes beyond football. He is dedicated to community service, and his worth 

ethic, positive attitude and leadership skills are unquestionable."  
 
Jockey is not the official sponsor of the NFL or the Denver Broncos, so it can't use 

logos or uniforms. But Duber-Smith says by using Tebow with a football they are 
associating themselves with the league and the team without having to pay for it.  
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Tim Tebow weighs in on Lions' 'Tebowing' 
during Sunday's loss  

Kami Carmann  

FOX31 Sports  

November 2, 2011 

DENVER - After failing to lead the Broncos to a win against one of the hottest teams 

in the NFL, the Tim Tebow critics and the Tebow fanatics are more vocal than ever. 

Tim Tebow hears the praise and the criticism, but doesn‘t listen to any of it.  

 

―I‘m grounded upon my faith, my family, and that‘s what grounds me,‖ Tebow 

says. ―Football is what I do for a living and what I do for fun. If I rode the roller 

coaster of what everybody says about me, then my life would be a lot more hectic 

than what it is.‖ 

But what about when it‘s in his face? 

Detroit Lions Linebacker Stephen Tulloch wasn‘t shy about Tebowing in front of 

Tebow after dropping the quarterback for a sack.  

 

―Obviously you don‘t know somebody‘s intentions, so you don‘t want to judge. I 

won‘t judge what he did, but I think he was probably just having fun. I think he 

was just excited he made a good play, he got a sack, and good for him,‖ he says. 

―He was just celebrating, having fun with his teammates, and I don‘t take offense 

to that.‖  

 

What Tebow did take offense to was giving the Lions an opportunity to take him 

down.  

 

―I was bothered I gave up a sack and I didn‘t break the tackle, yes, that bothered 

me,‖ Tebow says.  

 

The Tebow Talk is everywhere and is unlikely to quiet down anytime soon. Tim tries 

to escape it and his family is simply used to it.  
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―They‘re really good at handling everything and being supportive of me because 

they don‘t really care—they are obviously supportive of me-but they don‘t really 

care if I win or lose. I‘m still the baby of the family, and they are going to support 

me either way,‖ he says.  

 

Tim Tebow says he doesn‘t watch much television, doesn‘t pay attention to what 

written about him, his only concern is how to become a better quarterback.  

 

  



Detroit Lions Players Say 'Tebowing' Wasn't 
Disrespectful 

By Mark Hensch  

Christian Post 

November 2, 2011 

The Detroit Lions' 45-10 blowout of the Denver Broncos last Sunday remains a 

hot topic among football fans, but their focus has shifted from the score to 

questions of sportsmanship. 

Denver Quarterback Tim Tebow took a beating during the lopsided game, going down 

for seven sacks and throwing one interception. One Lions lineman, Stephen Tulloch, 

celebrated tackling the Colorado quarterback by dropping to one knee and imitating 

Tebow's "Tebowing" prayer pose. Detroit tight end Tony Scheffler added salt to the 

wound by performing the move following his touchdown in the first quarter. 

Their gestures mark the first time other players have turned Tebow's "Tebowing" 

against him. An outspoken Christian, Tebow celebrated his team's Oct. 23 18-15 upset 

against the Miami Dolphins by giving thanks to God on one knee. The pose has since 

become an internet phenomenon, with multiple websites showcasing their own versions 

of the move. 

"I think 'Tebowing' and 'Tebowing' websites are awesome," said Jacquie Beckvermit, a 

Berthoud, Colo., native. "Some are very good spiritual pictures and others are funny 

and not meant to be fully spiritual. I am always for individuals showing their faith and 

acting on their beliefs. Since Tebow is a vocal Christian people are going to put more 

focus on him because the league isn't used to this." 

Overall fan backlash against Tulloch and Scheffler‘s versions was immediate, with many 

questioning if the pair mocked Tebow's faith with their performance. Angered by these 

accusations, Tulloch took to Twitter Monday and addressed fans' concerns. 

"I have love and passion for the game of football," he wrote. "Football is a form of 

entertainment. Have a sense of humor – I wasn't mocking God."  

http://www.christianpost.com/author/mark-hensch/
http://www.christianpost.com/region/colorado/


Clarifying his thoughts further in an interview with the Detroit Lions website Tuesday, 

Tulloch said he meant no harm to Tebow or Christians with his actions. On the contrary, 

he was merely making the most of the "Tebowing" fad while it lasts. 

"The fact that anyone could say I'm mocking God is outrageous," Tulloch said. "It 

wasn't out of disrespect, it was out of fun." 

The Lions player added that he admired Tebow both on and off the field. The Denver 

quarterback's determination to succeed, Tulloch said, made him a person worth 

imitating. 

"I spoke to him after the game and I told him to keep his head up," Tulloch said. "He's 

a good player, he just needs time to get better and grow, and he'll overcome it." 

Latif Masud, a writer for the Lions fan site Pride of Detroit, said he expected "Tebowing" 

to turn on its creator as the 2011 NFL season wore on. The fact that Detroit dived into 

the trend first, he said, was mere coincidence. It also wasn't unexpected, he added, for 

long-time Lions fans like himself. 

"As far as Scheffler's celebration goes, Tony Scheffler has a touchdown dance prepared 

each week to imitate the team he scores on," Masud said. "Stephen Tulloch was simply 

celebrating his sack, and it's a common phenomenon in the NFL to mock a 

quarterback's staple dance if you sack him." 

Beckvermit said Tebow would probably take the jest in good spirit. Citing the fact 

"Tebowing" began as sincere prayer, she said the quarterback likely focuses on God 

rather than just football games. 

"I, and I think many others, find it refreshing that Tebow has such a positive attitude 

on and off the field which I'm sure is rooted in his faith," Beckvermit stated. "It is really 

nice seeing a player who always believes his team has a chance to win and I think it's 

rubbing off on his teammates." 

 

 



With Raiders next, Broncos' Tebow tries to 

justify starting role 

By Jason Jones 

Sacramento Bee 

November 3, 2011 

ALAMEDA – It doesn't appear possible to take a moderate stance on Tim Tebow. 

There are those who love the second-year quarterback, admire his firm religious 
beliefs, clean image and work ethic and tout his intangibles. 

Then there are those who point out that Tebow's hype and following don't match 

his production – he is completing fewer than 50 percent of his passes – and say his 
starting in Denver is only about appeasing Broncos fans.  

The pro- and anti-Tebow camps are vocal. And there will certainly be plenty of 
strong opinions Sunday when the Raiders host the Broncos. 

One thing Denver coach John Fox is clear about is he isn't starting Tebow to please 
the quarterback's outspoken fans. 

"I think it's the dumbest thing I've ever heard," Fox said on a conference call 
Wednesday. 

For all the banter about Tebow, he's 1-1 as a starting quarterback on a 2-5 team 
that is in last place in the AFC West. 

But the issue of whether he deserves to play is being discussed on television and 
radio shows nationwide while the Raiders, San Diego and Kansas City share the 

division lead at 4-3. 

Tebow, like most pro athletes, said he doesn't listen to the praise or criticism. But 
how does a player ignore a billboard that calls for him to be the starting 

quarterback? 

"Well, it's kind of impossible not to hear everything," Tebow said. "You're walking 
by, you hear it. It's everywhere. But you just can't pay attention to it because if I 

let what people say about me run my life, I'd be living a roller coaster, and thank 
the Lord that I don't have to do that." 

Having Tebow at quarterback is quite the roller-coaster ride, too. He can go from 
hard-to-watch to can't-miss television in a matter of minutes. 

http://www.sacbee.com/search_results/?sf_pubsys_story_byline=Jason%20Jones&link_location=top
http://topics.sacbee.com/Tim+Tebow/
http://topics.sacbee.com/work+ethic/
http://topics.sacbee.com/San+Diego/
http://topics.sacbee.com/roller-coaster+ride/


In his first start two weeks ago in Miami, Tebow at one point was 4 of 14 for 40 
yards and had been sacked five times. With 5:23 to play and the Broncos trailing 

15-0, Tebow completed nine of his last 13 passes for 121 yards and two 
touchdowns to rally Denver to an 18-15 overtime win.  

Last weekend against visiting Detroit, however, Tebow was roughed up in a 45-10 

loss. He lost a fumble and threw an interception, with the Lions returning both for 
touchdowns, and he was sacked seven times. 

This season, Tebow has passed for 412 yards and four touchdowns with one 

interception. But he has completed just 46.1 percent of his passes and been sacked 
13 times. 

Raiders coach Hue Jackson offered his assessment of Tebow, starting with his 
college honors. 

"He is a Heisman Trophy winner," Jackson said. "He is 1-1 as a starter, he is 
coming in here, and I hope he doesn't get it right this week. I hope he continues to 
do what he's being doing and keep it that way." 

But considering Tebow's limited playing time (five starts in two seasons) some of 

the criticism seems mean-spirited. 

Raiders wide receiver Louis Murphy believes Tebow will be a good NFL quarterback. 
Murphy played with Tebow at Florida, where they won two national titles. 

Murphy doesn't understand how critics could come down so hard on a quarterback 

with limited pro experience. 

"I don't know what it is," Murphy said. "I can't really put my finger on it. One day 
he's the savior, then one day he's the (worst). It's all about the media, how you all 

project it." 

True to his reputation, Tebow finds the good in all the chatter. 

"I just know that I am blessed because I have the platform to be able to walk into a 
hospital and share with kids and have them listen to me," Tebow said. "And I have 

a platform to have a good influence for people and set a good example, and 
ultimately, I think that's the best thing that comes from all of it." 

And the talk will continue.  
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Notebook: Learning from the Loss 

By Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 

November 2, 2011 

Tim Tebow is learning from last Sunday's loss, the Broncos are hoping for a 

different outcome vs. the Raiders and Head Coach John Fox talks injuries. 

 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- Three days after Sunday's 45-10 loss to the Detroit Lions, 

Tim Tebow is still disappointed. 

But he's not dwelling on the loss -- he's learning from it. 

"I‘ll just try to get better from that game and improve and just continue to get 

better as a football player," Tebow said Wednesday. "Each time just learning 

something or seeing something and taking that and putting it in the memory bank 

and understanding when I see that look again how I‘m going to handle it and how 

I‘m going to prepare for it." 

While preparing for an Oakland team that he said has several similarities to Detroit 

-- including a big defensive line and a speedy defense -- Tebow said he hasn't paid 

attention to the criticism that has been aimed his way after his performance in 

Week 8. 

"You‘re going to have people that praise you and people that criticize you and 

everything in between," Tebow said. "If I listened to everything that you all say, my 

world would be so up and down. I‘m grounded upon my faith, my family, and that‘s 

what grounds me. Football is what I do for a living and what I do for fun. If I rode 

the roller coaster of what everybody says about me then my life would be a lot 

more hectic of what it is.‖ 

When it comes down to it, Tebow said,"ultimately it's about winning games." 

"I don‘t really care how it looks or what we do as long as we win. Plain and simple, 

whatever we have to do to get into the end zone and win football games.‖ 

LOOKING FOR A DIFFERENT OUTCOME 

The Broncos and Raiders played a tightly-contested game in Week 1, with Oakland 

coming away with a 23-20 win. 

http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/tim-tebow/071a5a38-08d2-41b2-a0ec-949b28258d40/


This week in Oakland, the Broncos know the matchup might not look anything like 

the first contest. 

―They‘ve got a new quarterback, which is a big difference; we do too," Head Coach 

John Fox said. "Off the top of my head, that‘s probably the biggest difference other 

than we‘re two games behind them in the standings, and they‘ve had more wins 

than we have up to this point. It‘ll be a good contest, and I‘m sure a very physical 

and feisty one.‖ 

But even with new parts in Oakland, including quarterback Carson Palmer and wide 

receiver T.J. Houshmandzadeh, Fox said the Raiders will still look familiar. 

"They‘re not going to wholesale change too much in this short of time," he said. 

As far as the game is concerned, Rahim Moore said he expects the Broncos to go 

into O.co stadium with an attitude. 

―Just have more of a winning mindset and just keep finishing," Moore said. "It‘s not 

going to be easy; the Raiders are probably the toughest team I‘ve ever played 

against, because they‘ve got so much [of a] ground attack and air attack. They‘ve 

got some great players over there, a great staff, so if we just be consistent, tackle 

well and play like a team like we know we can do, then I think we‘ll be fine.‖ 

INJURY REPORT 

After Wednesday's practice, Fox addressed the availability of Willis McGahee, who 

had limited participation in the indoor session. 

McGahee underwent surgery last Monday for a fractured fourth metacarpal. 

―At the end of the day, it's just a matter of keeping (the incision) clean and not 

getting the risk of infection, so we‘re further along with that, as far as it healing 

up," Fox explained. "Now, it‘s just the hand. He‘s got a plate and screws in there 

that he feels comfortable with.‖ 

As for whether the running back will be able to suit up this week, Fox said it's a 

matter of whether McGahee has use of his injured hand. 

―It‘s just his pain tolerance," he said. "He‘s a tough kid that deals with pain very 

well, and he had a good day‘s work today.‖ 

The rest of the Denver injury report saw Julius Thomas (ankle) with full 

participation and Orlando Franklin (groin) with limited participation. Quinton 

Carter (concussion), Virgil Green (neck) and Cassius Vaughn (hamstring) did 

not participate. 

http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/rahim-moore/e72e3bec-462b-45d4-a815-fe13df1e68da/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/willis-mcgahee/40d3941c-66b9-429f-8dc5-9eb9a19ac65e/
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http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/cassius-vaughn/112c724e-cf06-486b-bfeb-a5817248760a/


For the Raiders, QB Jason Campbell (collarbone), CB Chimdi Chekwa (hamstring), K 

Sebastian Janikowski (left hamstring), CB Chris Johnson (groin/hamstring), LB 

Rolando McClain (ankle) and RB Darren McFadden (foot) did not participate. S 

Michael Huff (ankle) and C Samson Satele (knee) had limited participation. TE 

Kevin Boss (concussion), S Matt Giordano (neck), RB Marcel Reece (ankle) and WR 

Chaz Schilens (groin) had full participation. 

Fox said the team will be watching the progress of McFadden, one of the Raiders' 

top offensive weapons. 

―He‘s a very talented back, a gifted back, and we‘ll keep our eye on that fairly 

closely," he said. "It was no different last week [with] who was going to play 

quarterback. You don‘t know until an hour and a half until kickoff whether they‘re in 

or out anyways, so you have to prepare for just about anything.‖ 

  



Broncos Rookies Prepare for O.co Coliseum 
 

by Kenny Legan  

DenverBroncos.com 

November 2nd, 2011  

Denver travels to Oakland this weekend to play at O.co Coliseum, which is known 
as one of the most unique environments in the NFL. 

For the Broncos rookies, it will be their first time playing in front of tens of 
thousands of Raiders fans. But instead of being apprehensive, they are looking 
forward to that prospect. 

―When I was younger, I used to look at the fake mascots in the stands with the 

horns on their heads, and I thought, ‗What‘s going on over there in Oakland?‘‖ 
safety Rahim Moore said. ―I can‘t wait to experience it and be able to help win and 

do what we can to compete with those guys, because they are a great team.‖ 

Fellow rookie, linebacker Von Miller, said he enjoys the passion of the Raiders‘ fans 
and knows that they make it tough for opposing teams to play in Oakland. 

―I‘ve known about Oakland‘s stadium since I was a little boy, where everybody 

dresses up in the shoulder pads and everything,‖ Miller said. ―They‘ve got great 
fans; it‘s just not too great if you‘re the opponent going in there.‖ 
Regardless of the challenge the atmosphere presents, Miller said he‘s excited for 

the AFC West rematch. 

―It‘s a rivalry game,‖ he said. ―It‘s way different than college rivalry games, 
because it feels like it‘s more on the field than the atmosphere. It‘s definitely going 

to be one of those chippy games, and I‘m looking forward to it again.‖  

Below are some photos from the Broncos practice Wednesday as heavy snow forced 
the team indoors. 

  

http://blog.denverbroncos.com/denverbroncos/broncos-rookies-prepare-for-o-co-coliseum/


Jackson, Seymour Preview Matchup 
 

By Max Henson  

DenverBroncos.com 

November 2nd, 2011  

The Broncos and Raiders met earlier this year in the season opener, as Oakland 
emerged with a 23-20 victory. But as the two AFC West rivals get ready to meet 

again Sunday, Oakland Head Coach Hue Jackson admitted the Week 1 game film 
won‘t aid his team‘s preparation all that much.  

―It‘s like starting over,‖ Jackson said in a conference call earlier today. ―This is a 

different game, a different quarterback.‖ 

Tim Tebow watched from the sidelines during the Monday Night season opener but 
he‘ll be the starter for Denver against the Raiders this time around. 

The Raiders have some experience playing against Tebow, who started a game in 

Oakland in Week 15 of last season.  

―I remember he was a passionate guy, a guy that played hard and competed out on 
the field,‖ Raiders defensive end Richard Seymour recalled. ―We expect nothing less 

than that.‖ 

Jackson hasn‘t seen much of Tebow, but the first-year head coach sees plenty of 
potential in the young Denver signal-caller.  

―They‘ve got a quarterback who‘s going to be in his third start, and some things 

take time, but I guarantee this young man knows how to play,‖ Jackson said. ―He 
knows how to win, and at some point in time he‘s going to catch on fire.‖  

The Raiders are hoping things start clicking for their own new quarterback as 
Carson Palmer enters just his second game with the franchise after a mid-season 

trade brought him in from Cincinnati.  

Palmer replaces Jason Campbell, who was the starter in Oakland before suffering a 
season-ending collarbone injury in Week 6. 

Seymour, one of the Raiders‘ captains, said he gladly welcomed the new addition. 

―You always have to get better. You always have to improve your football team,‖ 

Seymour said. ―That‘s what management did.‖ 

Palmer made his debut for Oakland in the team‘s last game against Kansas City, 
completing 8-of-21 passes for 116 yards to go along with three interceptions in a 

loss to the Chiefs.  

http://blog.denverbroncos.com/denverbroncos/jackson-seymour-preview-matchup/


A bye week following that loss allowed Palmer some extended time to learn the 
playbook and feel more comfortable in the Raiders‘ offense.  

―He‘s picked up a little bit,‖ Jackson said. ―Obviously, he‘s been with us a little bit 

longer, so I think he‘s starting to understand the system, how to play in it, how to 
play around his teammates and those types of things.‖ 

The Raiders wasted no time bringing in another receiving threat for 

Palmer — one who happens to be a familiar face — as the team announced the 
signing of veteran wideout T.J. Houshmandzadeh earlier today.  

Jackson worked with Palmer and Houshmandzadeh when all three were part of the 

Bengals organization. 

―I tried to get T.J. here during training camp, but we didn‘t get it done then and 
obviously there is more of an opportunity now,‖ Jackson said. ―I think it‘s just 

coincidence that Carson is here and now they‘re back together. 

―He‘s here because I think this guy can help us win football games.‖ 

 

 


