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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (10/17/11) 

  

WIDE RECEIVER ERIC DECKER  
 

On trading WR Brandon Lloyd 
“We got a good group of guys in the receiver corps. Obviously it hurts to lose a Pro Bowler, a guy with his talent, but at the same 
time, we have guys healthy—[WR] Demaryius [Thomas] is back, [WR] Eddie’s [Royal] back, and we’re excited about the 
opportunities all of us are going to face and all the challenges to learn every position and be able to be versatile.” 
 
On if it feels like a new offense with QB Tim Tebow starting and a new receiving corps 
“Not really. It’s just another day at work for us, another day at the office. Obviously there are new faces at different positions 
and Brandon is gone, so other guys have to fill in and get more opportunities because of that reason. So our focus is just getting 
the work, executing our plays, and giving ourselves a chance to win on Sundays.” 
 
On how he thinks opposing defenses will change 
“I think they’ll probably play just straight up base coverages with all of us in there. What we want to try to accomplish is to be 
able to be versatile here and be able to learn every position and move around so the defenses can’t key in on one guy if some of 
us are having a breakout game or someone is getting more catches at the time. Just be able to move around and make it hard for 
defenses.” 
 
On how WR Demaryius Thomas looked back at practics 
“It was good. It’s good to have him back. I’m happy to see him healthy and get his chance because he’s one heck of a guy and 
he’s very athletic. To have him in the lineup and to be able to spread the field and come across the middle—because he’s not 
scared either— and have him make plays, I’m excited to have him back.” 
 
On if the trade will create more opportunities for him 
“I think so. I think as a group it’s going to create opportunities for everybody. I was just stressing before that guys now have to 
learn every position so we can move around so everybody can get in, get their plays or get their catches. I think now we’re just 
trying to win games and if that’s getting more catches, that’s fine with me as long as we’re getting that ‘W.’” 
 
On how he evaluates his season so far 
“I think I’m getting better week-to-week. There are things I’m learning from. I’m still not perfect, I don’t think anyone’s perfect. 
But I’m making mistakes that are so easy to be fixed and that just comes with repetition, with experience, with watching more 
film and just watching other guys. On my iPad I’ve got [Arizona WR] Larry Fitzgerald, [Detroit WR] Calvin Johnson, [New England 
WR] Wes Welker, all those guys, to see what they do to get open on certain routes. Offenses are the same throughout the 
league, it’s just a matter of how you call the plays. So watch them how to set up certain routes and how to get open has really 
helped me develop as a player.” 
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On how the quarterback change affects the offense 
“You’ve got to respect [QB Tim Tebow] too because he can run the football. It gives him a two-way go. Obviously in our style of 
offense we want to establish the run with [RB] Willis McGahee or [RB] Knowshon [Moreno] or whoever’s back there and be able 
to get some play-action passes and throw the ball as well. For Tim, he can get out of the pocket, elude some hurries and get big, 
explosive plays with the scrambling ability.” 
 
On whether Tebow shows more confidence now that he is the starter 
“I think so. I think he’s been kind of waiting his turn and kind of staying in the background a little bit. But now you see him build 
more confidence and get more reps knowing he’s the guy, which is good, because in that position, you need a guy that’s a leader 
who has confidence that can rub off on other players.” 
 
On Tebow’s visibility in the locker room 
“As a backup player, I’ve been there; you’ve just got to keep working. You can’t say too much because you have guys in front of 
you that are taking the playing time and have the experience, so you’ve just got to go with what reps you get and make the most 
of it.  Now, when you’re at the forefront, people look at you—across the team, across the media, whoever it may be—as the 
leader of this team. I think he’s taken a hold of that.” 
 
On the trade of WR Brandon Lloyd 
“It’s a business decision that the Denver Broncos made to get a draft pick for him, and like I was saying before,  to give the guys 
in the receiving corps more opportunities now that we have [WR] Demaryius [Thomas] back, now that we have [WR] Eddie 
[Royal] back. It’s good to see the depth that we have and be able to flourish on Sundays.” 
 
On getting more reps 
“I’m trying to be consistent, trying to be reliable, so hopefully that’s what I’m showcasing. At the same time, it just opens doors 
for everybody, not just me singly, but for all the guys in the receiving room.” 
 
On what was said in the receivers meeting 
“It’s the decision has been made. It’s you guys left in the room. Let’s make the most of it and go out there and play hard. Nothing 
has changed. Guys aren’t scared. Guys just know that more opportunities are here now, and we have to make the most of 
them.” 
 
On the bye weekend 
“We didn’t catch any passes. We got away. We had some conversations, but as far as getting on the field, I needed to rest the 
body because it’s a long haul from here. I saw my step brother play. He’s a high school kid; he’s a quarterback back in Cold Spring 
(Minn.) where I grew up, so it was fun to get back and see him play because I never have. He won. He’s showing the skills.” 


