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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (10/10/11) 

 

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX  
 
Injury update 
“There is really not much more to report injury wise from yesterday—[S] Brian Dawkins, neck strain. We did find out that [DT] 
Kevin Vickerson did have a little bit of an ankle sprain, but he went back and played.” 
 
On Dawkins’ medical treatment 
“I don’t know all the tests they’ve had. We’re really haven’t gotten all those tests completed. There is no real update from 
yesterday.” 
 
On whether QB Tim Tebow gives the team the best chance to win 
“That’s something we’ll evaluate; we’ll meet. I’ll have the team in, and with all do respect for what you guys do, the way we will 
operate is we will communicate with the people involved and the team long before we announce it to you guys. That won’t be 
happening today because we don’t see the team until tomorrow.” 
 
On when the starting quarterback will be announced 
“I’d say there is a strong likelihood that we will address that tomorrow.” 
 
On the fans’ excitement after the game 
“I think a lot is made out of the quarterback position. No doubt that did spark our team, but as you looked around, there were a 
lot of different guys making plays whether it was a screen pass for a touchdown, a great catch to give us a chance to throw it in 
the end zone in the end. We made a couple big stops on defense, not as big as what we needed at one point, but I thought it 
encouraged the whole team. I’m sure the fans saw that.” 
 
On the team’s improvement in the second half 
“We played better. At the end of the day we had under 20 minutes time of possession. They probably had almost twice as many 
plays as we did. I thought our defense did an excellent job keeping us in the game holding them to field goals. They made a lot of 
trips down the field. Point-total wise we still had a chance. At some point you have to do something about it, and I thought we 
did. It wasn’t like they had a 50 point lead, and it got pretty close there at the end. I don’t think they were playing overly soft.” 
 
On the importance of the bye week 
“You’re always evolving. I think the bye week, ideally, would be right in the middle of the season, so it’s more like a halftime of a 
game. It’s a chance to rest players, to heal players, take a break from the rigorousness of an NFL season. We’ll handle it in that 
we will practice tomorrow, we’ll practice Wednesday, and we’ll spend a large part of today self-scouting ourselves in all three 
phases—looking at where we are and what we need to work on. It lets you step back because you’re not jumping into another 
opponent as far as preparation. So, it’s kind of like a break, and people utilize the break in different ways. Even the CBA has 
dictated a little bit of what you do in the bye week. They will have Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday off. That’s mandated into 
the agreement, so that’s kind of how we’re approaching it.” 
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On if players can come into the building during the bye week 
“Yes. You’re allowed to treat injured players differently. If they have mandatory treatment due to injury, they’re under different 
guidelines. I don’t think we lock the building and don’t let them in.” 
 
On if he already has made a decision on the starting quarterback going forward 
“No. I think, obviously, there is a lot of communication. We have to communicate as a staff, as a building, and go from there.” 
 
On what he will look at when deciding on a starting quarterback 
“I’m not going to give you my daily itinerary today, but there will be some staff meetings. We haven’t met in that particular area 
as a staff but will sometime today.” 
 
On QB Brady Quinn being perceived as the No. 2 quarterback 
“You said ‘perception.’ I think sometimes that’s not reality. I think the call to go with Tim was obviously something we discussed 
before, but I didn’t want that outwardly known regardless of perception. I think we kind of showed our hand.” 
 
On the style of the next two practices 
“It will be more like training camp, more like a bye week—work on some things that we need to work on. We’re still very young 
in our defense, for instance. We need to hone in and execute better in areas, so it will be more like Broncos-on-Broncos training 
camp.” 
 
On rookie S Quinton Carter’s performance against San Diego 
“Like most evaluation of games, some good, some not so good. I think we have a lot of young players. Some things were made of 
[LB] Von Miller, and Von is an outstanding player. He had a good game yesterday. We played a lot of snaps, so we played a lot of 
people to keep them fresh because there were some points in that game where it seemed like the defense was out there 
forever. You do play a lot of different players. With the case of [S] Quinton [Carter], he had an opportunity when ‘Dawk’ (S Brian 
Dawkins) went out. There is no real substitute for that. There is no other way to get ready for that other than doing it. I thought 
there were some bright spots for him.” 
 
On the offensive line 
“It’s an area we’ve improved in. We’ve emphasized the run game. A lot has been made of [RB] Willis McGahee, and obviously 
he’s done a great job. But that whole blocking element deserves some credit for that, and that’s the O-line, the tight end position 
where we’ve got some youth there—some newness. I think it’s just something we’re continuing to improve at. We’ve kind of 
taken a few steps back in the passing game. We need to get that back up to par. We have a lot of improving to do, really, in all 
three phases.” 
 
On calling the timeout before the second two-point conversion attempt 
“On scoring plays, they review it, and the communication from the officiating staff to us wasn’t as smooth as it could have been. 
They might have mentioned it to the quarterback, but they didn’t mention it to us. So, the play clock was going down, and we 
didn’t want to rush the play. I’d prefer not to have to have done that, but I thought it was important with a young quarterback in 
the game at kind of a critical time to not rush the play.” 
 
On whether he thinks there should have been a penalty called against San Diego on the last play 
“It doesn’t really matter what I think. There wasn’t. 
 
“It’s very seldom called. If you just go back through history, there aren’t very many pass interference penalties on [pass plays in 
the end zone as time is expiring].  
 
On LB D.J. Williams’ unsportsmanlike conduct penalty late in the game  
“It’s something we shouldn’t have done. We had two personal foul penalties, one earlier on [S] Quinton Carter, and then the one 
there late probably cost us 1:40. We might have had a little bit more time to move the ball.” 
 
On whether he will discuss the penalty with LB D.J. Williams 
“Of course. They have not seen the tape yet, so they’ll watch that with us tomorrow.” 
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On how different an offensive game plan featuring QB Tim Tebow would be from the other quarterbacks on the roster 
“Part of coaching is putting any player in situations to have success, so whether it’s quarterback, running back, type of running 
back, corners [cornerbacks]—whether they’re zone-type corners, man-corners—a lot if it’s kind of what you have and putting 
them in the best positions. As I’ve said all along, Tim’s a very good young quarterback, so we’ll evaluate that; we’ll look at what 
he does if he starts getting some reps, and we have been doing that all season.” 
 
On utilizing Tim Tebow’s skill set 
“I think he’s the most mobile of our quarterbacks, but that doesn’t really define him as a quarterback or his skill set and the 
different things he does; but he does bring that dimension, and that’s kind of obvious.” 
 
On QB Tim Tebow playing under center 
“Like any young player, they need all the experiences. That’s something he hadn’t done a lot in his background, whether it be in 
college or even in his short stint in the National Football League. He hasn’t gotten a lot of reps until now. Typically, that’s what 
happens once you get into the regular season. It’s an area, just like anything—whether it’s our tackling that was a little below par 
yesterday—[that] technique-wise, we can get better at. That’s our job as coaches.”  
 
On whether the handedness of a quarterback affects the center exchange 
“Not so much on the snap. I can’t say that a left-handed quarterback and a right-handed quarterback wouldn’t have some 
variance in the type of plays, what hash marks, what formations, those types of things. 
 
“I don’t think it’s a big difference, but it’s something that, based on yesterday, needs some work.” 
 
On whether outside forces affect his decisions 
“There are a lot of outside forces in any NFL city. I think it’s just the nature of the beast. It’s part of the job.” 
 
On whether the locker room dynamic will factor into his decision on a starting quarterback 
“You evaluate everything. When you make decisions in your heart and your mind, it’s what’s best for the football team, so 
whatever direction we go, that will be the number one thing in mind.” 
 


