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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (9/26/11) 

 

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX  
 
On how close CB Champ Bailey was to playing on Sunday 
“For us, we were going to travel with him anyways. He’s a leader on the team—a chosen captain by his teammates. Of course, 
Champ wants to be there as well. He’s encouraging, even during the game. Some of those guys step in and play for him, so he 
was a valuable asset even though he couldn’t suit up.” 
 
On his decision to go for it on fourth-and-goal in the fourth quarter 
“I think we have to coach it better; we’ve got to execute it better. As I’ve mentioned many times, we’re still learning about our 
team. We could be sitting here 3-0, or we could be sitting here 0-3. We’ve had two three-point games and one two-point game. 
The reality is we’ve won one of them, and in the fourth quarter in both the first game and the most recent game, we didn’t make 
those plays; in the Cincinnati game, we did. Yesterday was no different. If you’re in the fourth quarter, first-and-goal at the two 
up 14-10, and you’ve got an opportunity to make it 21-10, as I mentioned yesterday, I’d do it again. Hopefully we execute it 
better, and then with a 14-10 lead, you can’t let an opponent go 95 yards and get the winning score. At the end of the day, it’s on 
all of us. It’s not on one guy. It’s not on the quarterback. The quarterback and the head coach get most of the blame, most of the 
credit when things are good. In this case, it’s the Denver Broncos who are 1-2.”  
 
On the play call on fourth-and-goal 
“[Play-calling is] part of execution. We could have been in a variety of things, and I understand that. When you don’t win, I 
understand the fact that we’re going to be criticized. It’s what we sign up for, and when I say we, I mean everybody.”   
 
On QB Tim Tebow playing in red zone situations last season 
“We had two touchdowns yesterday in the same situation (red zone). We just needed three [red zone touchdowns].” 
 
On whether any packages are designed to utilize QB Tim Tebow in the red zone 
“Without announcing things competitively, I would say we’ve practiced a lot of that. It’s all a consideration. Every play is a 
consideration. When they work, you’re a genius, and when they don’t, you’re an idiot.” 
 
On what factors he considers in the red zone 
“To score touchdowns. We score two out of three times in the red area—unfortunately we needed three— and they were all 
considerations, all the plays, all  the players, all the personnel groups.” 
 
On big plays against the Broncos 
“We didn’t make the plays we needed to make to win the game. It was a winnable game, just like all three of them have been.”  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:patrick.smyth@broncos.nfl.net
mailto:rebecca.villanueva@broncos.nfl.net
mailto:erich.schubert@broncos.nfl.net


©2011 Denver Broncos Football Club. All rights reserved. The individual quotes cited in this document may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other 
fair uses as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act. Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a 
fair use as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

On Tennessee’s goal-line stand 
“That’s a pretty good defense we played. They’re a top-10 to top-five defense; they got after a pretty good Baltimore Ravens 
team the week before. They practice and get paid, too. They played better than we did on that play, and really, on that series. 
Would I have changed some things? I would have changed them enough that we would have gotten a touchdown, but that’s 
easy to do, now.” 
 
On leaving early for Nashville 
“I thought our team was very ready to play. I thought we played extremely hard. I thought we played extremely physical. Like I 
said, if I was being critical, it was in crunch time, first-and-goal at the two, up 14-10, not allow them to drive 95 yards. Again, I 
could go through all three of our opportunities so far this year. Like I said, we could very well be 0-3 or 3-0.” 
 
On losing two close games 
“I’m encouraged from the standpoint that I think we’ve gotten better every week. I think the health of our football team hasn’t 
gone quite as nicely as I would have liked. I like the guys’ commitment and their attitude, and their efforts. We’ve just got to play 
a little bit better.” 
 
On every game this season being close in the fourth quarter 
“Believe it or not, we’re not trying to make it close. Sometimes I get that label, but we’re not trying to make it close. We’re trying 
to win, and that was part of the decision making, to be aggressive down there with plenty of time in the fourth quarter—it 
wasn’t like it was the last two minutes— to get a touchdown and be up 21-10. Unfortunately, it didn’t go that way. We did get 
them off the field. People seem to think they just went right down the field after we didn’t make it, and that wasn’t what 
happened. At the end of the day, we came up short.” 
 
On if the ball’s spot was moved backwards before the fourth-and-goal opportunity 
“When I saw it spotted—when we made the call—it was inside the one. When you turn on the tape, it looked like it was at the 
one, [but] I’m not being critical of the officials; I don’t want to be labeled in that area.” 
 
On if his decision would have been different if he saw the updated spot earlier 
“No. Our issues started at first-and-goal from the two. I’m not trying to wipe off that decision. I made that decision. Like I told 
you yesterday, I would do it again. I just would hope it would work out differently.” 
 
On the run game 
“I think it’s something we’re trying to improve. I thought I saw some pretty good improvement. I’m not sure it could have gotten 
much worse than Week 1, but I’ve seen improvement. We’re just not real consistent offensively right now. We do some really 
good things. Third down and red area happen to be a couple of them, but we haven’t done any of it real consistently up until this 
point. That’s something we have to get better [at].” 
 
On the lack of deep passes against Tennessee 
“We’re looking for ways to get sustained drives, and I think we’re up there pretty high in sustained drives. We’ve had a lot of 
double-digit [-play] drives. We have been good on third down which makes that easier to do, but all-in-all we’ve got to be more 
effective, and we’ve got to coach it better and we’ve got to execute it better.” 
 
On the defense 
“We’ve had some questions about how we’d hold up against the run. I think those were highlighted in the first game. I’ve seen a 
steady improvement in Game 2 and Game 3 in that area. If we’ve got to get better in an area, we’ve given up too many explosive 
passes. I think the red area we have to be more effective. They were 2-out-of-3 yesterday on the flip side. I think those are the 
good areas and areas we need to improve in.” 
 
On maintaining confidence in QB Kyle Orton 
“Yes. As I mentioned earlier, not one guy has got us to where we are. I know it’s a popular [subject], but there are a lot of people 
in our building that understand quarterback play. Right now Kyle, in our opinion, gives us the best chance [to win].” 
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On what it would take to change his mind about who to start at quarterback 
“I can’t predict the future. Otherwise, I probably wouldn’t be sitting here.” 
 
On being an underdog on the road against Tennessee and having a chance to win the game 
“There is no consolation prize in this business. There is only one happy team at the end of the year, so each week is kind of the 
same thing. I think we had opportunities to win that game regardless of where it was, or what, as you said, the point spread was. 
At the end of the day, this game is all about winning and it’s only fun when you’re winning. Nobody is happy when you lose, and 
that would include everybody in this building as well as everybody on the outside of the building.” 
 
On what it takes to be a good fourth-quarter team 
“I’m still figuring out this team. We’ve only had three regular-season games. I’ve been asked many times about the effects of the 
lockout and this and that. I’ve seen teams win with five plays on offense, five plays on defense. It doesn’t take a whole offseason 
to figure that out. The thing that does take a while to figure out is the personalities of each player, what their strengths and 
weaknesses are, what you can do as an offense or a defense. So those are the areas that we’re still learning. Like I said before, 
there has been a lot of plusses. Learning how to finish and having the right guys out there that know how to finish are key in this 
league to winning those close games.” 
 
On his confidence in the run game 
“I’m confident every week, but at some point you turn on the tape and we will continue to improve in that area. There are a lot 
of moving parts on offense whether it’s a pass play or a run play. We haven’t been consistent in those areas, and we need to get 
that better. That’s why we practice.” 
 
On a running back’s role 
“The whole idea of rolling people in is to keep them fresh, so the running back position is unique in that you have the ball in your 
hands and you’ve got 11 people trying to whack you. So, you need a rest from that for a while whether its first down, second 
down, third down or whatever; everybody has a role to play.” 
 
On T Chris Clark playing tight end 
“I think he did a good job. I think we probably used [him] five or six times. It’s something that we’ll grow as we go. I think the fact 
that he plays offensive tackle and the tight ends are right next to him helps.” 
 
On playing at Green Bay 
“There is no question they are a formidable opponent, and at their place that’s going to be a tough task. Every week in this 
league, there aren’t any cupcakes.” 
 
 


