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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (9/19/11) 

 

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX  
 
On the lack of healthy receivers 
“I hope we don’t have to repeat yesterday’s depth chart, but we will evaluate that as we go and move forward towards 
Wednesday and our preparation for the Tennessee Titans. We will act accordingly. It won’t be by plan that we go in with three 
[wide receivers] and definitely [not] to play a game with two and relying on a backup quarterback to be our extra receiver.” 
 
On signing new receivers or bringing someone up from the practice squad 
“[We would consider] one of the two. We don’t know what those options are because we don’t know where we are going to be 
at health wise until the week progresses. When we have those things we will keep you posted.” 
 
On the number of carries RB Willis McGahee was given 
“We’ve always done it by committee—who has a hot hand. Yesterday it was more Willis than [RB] Lance Ball. We had [RB] 
Jeremiah [Johnson] active for the game. In hind sight we probably should have given Lance more touches, and maybe taken a 
little bit off of Willis, but like everything there is a trust and experience factor going into it. Lance, it was his first opportunity. I 
think he earned that trust based on his performance and Willis McGahee as well.” 
 
On the amount of muscle strains among players 
“If you look league wide—I think at this point, early in the season after Game 2—injuries are up. People can point fingers all over 
the place. It’s hard to say what that reason is. I have my own opinion. I don’t think I see anything we’re doing differently. I think 
it’s pretty much league wide.” 
 
On his opinion on why there is a high number of muscle strains 
“I think offseason conditioning is important. I’m not saying it has to be at the length it’s been in the past. We’ve made those 
adjustments. It’s hard for me to say on this team just because it’s my first year with this team—knowing the players, knowing 
what kind of conditioning level they’re in. So, I do think it has something to do with the offseason.” 
 
On WE Eric Decker and WR Matthew Willis 
“They did a great job. I thought they showed a lot of guts. Eric made a lot of good plays [and] for Matt Willis to be in there. I 
don’t think he’s had a lot of NFL experience in real games. I thought both of them stepped up big.” 
 
On P Britton Colquitt 
“He’s done it home and away. He’s had a terrific start to the season and we need him to continue on that path.” 
 
On FB Spencer Larsen  
“No. 1, I think he was as physical at the point of attack as I’ve seen him in two games. He was part of our hodgepodge we put 
together at halftime of personnel groups. He came up big with both the things we didn’t get to practice at and some of the things 
that we had to adjust with.” 
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On the run defense 
“The No. 1 thing that people need to realize is all of a sudden when a team gets behind, they don’t run the ball as much, which 
was a little bit [like] us a week ago. That had a little bit to do with it. Early on they had some success on some perimeter runs. 
Our coaching staff did a good job adjusting, and we were able to play that better. So, all-in-all, our run stats were far better this 
game than they were [last week].” 
 
On his evaluation of the win  
“I thought it was a character, toughness type of win. We had two big stops on defense in the last five minutes of the game that 
were critical. We were only up two points, so a field goal would have been the difference. I thought the way our offense started 
the game—both in the first half and the second half with extended drives [that] ended up with points—I thought that was critical 
to what I’m looking for. I thought the way we ran the ball was more what I expected from the beginning. Our players and staff 
worked very hard to improve in that area.” 
 
On the amount of penalties 
“This game is what to do, how to do it under pressure. The pressure is obviously applied by the opponent because they’re going 
to give you resistance. I think the ‘how to’s’, we just have to clean it up and get a little better each week whether it be in pass 
pro[tection], run blocking, knowing exactly where we fit in different run plays. Again it’s all a part of everybody. Everybody in the 
league is trying to improve every week, and we’re no different.” 
 
On the offensive line being hurt by the lockout 
“We have a new offensive line coach. These guys have only spent eight or nine weeks in total learning new line calls, new 
expectations, new ways to do things, and we are two regular season games into it and there are going to be some growing pains. 
I think everybody in the league has that.” 
 
On what Denver’s younger running backs can learn from RB Willis McGahee 
“Willis has been around. He was a very well-thought-of runner in college and has been in the National Football League with a few 
different teams, and he knows the NFL game. He understands the defenses; he understands what people are trying to do; he 
understands what we’re doing, so [they can learn from] the experience and wisdom and knowledge that Willis has.” 
 
On whether the Broncos will be active in trying out new players due to injuries 
“As I have mentioned many times, we’re going to do anything and everything to improve our team, and that can be bringing in 
people from the outside, people from the inside. If they make us better, they’ll be welcomed additions.” 
 
On CB Chris Harris’ penalty on P Britton Colquitt’s 81-yard punt 
“They have to make an attempt to get back in bounds, and after he ran into the field judge—and then a camera man—when he 
finally got his helmet back on straight, as he was running down the field, it took him a little longer to get in than the ref[eree] 
saw fit.”    
 
On CB Chris Harris 
“He had a lot of other plays in that game, too, not just that one. Unfortunately, it lost us about 30 yards of field position, but that 
happens. He’s a young player that works very hard, and he’ll learn from it.” 
 
On Cincinnati electing not to kick a long field goal in the fourth quarter 
“We kicked a 56-yarder [against Oakland] that didn’t really result very well, either, so I think they were probably a little 
concerned about giving up field position at that point. Like always, when you don’t win, you’re going to be criticized.” 
 
On his ‘next man up’ mindset 
“You have to make plans. You don’t advertise those plans, for obvious reasons, but we have a contingency plan at really every 
position.” 
 
On the Broncos’ practice schedule this week leading up to their first road game 
“We’re going to leave on Friday because of the time zone change, but we’ll work on a normal schedule Wednesday and 
Thursday, as well as Friday. We will conduct our Saturday walkthrough practice in Nashville.” 
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On the scheduling differences between games in Denver and on the East Coast 
I’m getting used to this Mountain Time, from what time the officials come, what time our inactives have to be turned in— 
because I’ve been on a 1 [p.m.] and 4 [p.m. kickoff schedule] so long—the 2:15 [p.m.] is unique.” 
 
On the benefits of leaving for Nashville a day earlier 
“We are trying to be at peak performance on Sunday, so just to get the trip out of their systems and feel a little bit better on that 
second night’s sleep.” 
 
On the decision to use QB Tim Tebow as an emergency wide receiver 
“Tim wants to win like everybody in that locker room, and he knows the offense because he is a quarterback, for sure. He does 
have a skill set outside of a lot of quarterbacks, so in an emergency situation, he stepped in and actually graded 100 percent 
(laughing).” 
  
On the contingency plan at wide receiver 
“I thought Mike McCoy did a great job; our offensive staff did a great job. Our first-up was going to be [TE] Julius Thomas. Of 
course, by the fifth play of the game, he’s down, so it was a big scramble, and then [WR] Eddie [Royal] went down, so we went to 
[QB] Tim [Tebow]. 
 
On what other positions QB Tim Tebow can play 
“Let me make this totally clear: he is a quarterback. He did that just as an emergency situation, and we’ll list him on the program 
as a quarterback.” 
 
On playing shorthanded against the Bengals 
“That was tough sledding, especially at minus-2 in the turnover ratio. I don’t want to do that every week. It is not my first 
choice.” 
 
On Tennessee Head Coach Mike Munchak 
“I think he was one of the better position coaches at his position in the league. I think there are a lot of guys deserving of that 
opportunity, and he’s one of them. I remember when he played. He was a heck of a player and a heck of a position coach, and 
now he’s embarking on his head coaching career.” 
 
On preparing for Tennessee Head Coach Mike Munchak 
“We study the tape—what evidence we have on tape in all three phases: offense, defense and special teams. I know Mike pretty 
well. I know a lot of guys on their staff. It’s a small fraternity of people, and we kind of know their M.O. [modus operandi], and 
they know yours. It’s what makes the games fun.” 
 
On improving gap responsibility from Week 1 
“We improved. I think our team improved from Week 1 to Week 2, and we’ll have to do that from Week 2 to Week 3. That’ll be 
our goal every week.” 
 
On celebrating his first win with the Broncos 
“I definitely cherished it. There is not much time to celebrate in this business because it’s, ‘What have you done for me lately?’ I 
had a nice meal with friends and family and was back to work today, early.” 
 
 
 
 
 
  


