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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (9/8/11) 

 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR DENNIS ALLEN  
 
On stopping the Raiders’ offense 
“I think just like [Head] Coach [John] Fox said, this is a new year, this is a new team. We have visions and aspirations for our 
defense, and it has nothing to do with what happened last year. We’re going to go out and play fast and physical and play our 
brand of football, and then the results will take care of themselves.” 
 
On his style of defense 
“I think they’ve adapted well. I think they’re trying to play fast. I think they’re trying to play physical, and at the end of the day 
I’ve tried to preach to them, we’ve preached as a coaching staff that it’s not really about the X’s and O’s but it’s about the way 
we go out there and play the game. That’s what we’re trying to do and I think the guys are buying in and believing in it and trying 
to do that.” 
 
On defensive takeaways 
“I think you have to live it. I think you have to preach it every day and you have to live it. I’ve been a part of staffs that have been 
way up there in taking the ball away and I’ve been a part of staffs that haven’t been. The difference is that you live it day in and 
day out. Those things don’t just happen by luck, you make them happen. That’s why we call them takeaways instead of 
turnovers.” 
 
On stopping the run 
“First and foremost, I think we’ve got a couple guys playing a little more natural positions with ends playing defensive end and 
some of the linebackers back to their normal spot. I think anytime you can get four big guys up front to take on their five 
offensive linemen, you’re in better shape.” 
 
On injured players making it back   
“I think the good thing is that these guys that play in the National Football League, [we] have all the confidence in the world in 
these guys, and they’ve done a good job throughout camp. That’s why they’re on the 53-man roster.” 
 
On matching up with the Raiders’ speed and athleticism 
“I think we feel better about it. Obviously when we get them into passing situations we feel real good about what we’ve got 
speed wise out on the field. Our key is going to be first and second down being able to stop the run, keep them from running the 
ball, get them into passing situations. I think the advantage is [when] we get them into passing situations.” 
 
On DE Elvis Dumervil and LB Von Miller 
“We’re excited about it. When you have two guys coming off opposite edges, it’s hard for the offense to stop both of them. They 
have to keep a tight end in or chip on the other, but when you’ve got rushers on both sides, it makes it harder on the offense and 
limits some of the things they’re able to do. We’re excited about that, but again we’re not going to get a chance to rush the 
passer if we don’t stop the run, so that’s the first thing we have to get done.” 
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On what he has learned in his first four weeks as a defensive coordinator 
“I think the same philosophy that we’ve had is we’re going to try to keep it as simple as we can and get the guys to play fast. Now 
that doesn’t mean you just line up in the same thing every time, but the speed of the game is a lot faster. You’ve got to be a lot 
quicker at thinking on your feet, and you’ve got to be able to adapt to what the offense is doing. I think, for me personally, the 
preseason was a good experience.” 
 
On installing his system 
“I feel really good about what we’re doing defensively. I think our guys feel really good about it, and they have a good 
understanding. We’ve put a lot of stuff in, and we’ve got a lot of multiple looks, but at the end of the day, we’ve worked a lot at 
this stuff, and I think our guys feel pretty good about it.” 
 
On limiting fewer big plays 
“I just think we’ve got to be a little bit more disciplined. We preach ‘Eyes are the key,’ and we’ve got to put our eyes in the right 
spot. If we look right, we’ll do right. It’s really as simple as that, and that’s just us as a defense and as a coaching staff making 
sure we’re a disciplined team.” 
 
On Oakland’s offensive success in Denver last season 
“They did some good things, schematically, that made it hard, but at the end of the day, you’ve just got to put your eyes in the 
right spot, and if you do, you’ll be good.” 
 
On LB Wesley Woodyard 
“I think he’s got speed and athleticism. Here’s a guy that’s played a lot on third down around here, and he’s done a really good 
job for us. He’s a veteran player, so it’s not like it’s new for him, and we’re excited about him getting out there and playing.” 
 
On the development of rookie S Rahim Moore 
“I think it’s critical that we have three veterans back there with him to help him, because just like with every other rookie in the 
league, there’s a lot to learn. He’s going to have some growing pains, but that’s part of the deal; everybody has them. [CB] 
Champ Bailey had them when he was a rookie and [S] Brian Dawkins had him when he was a rookie, so it won’t be anything new. 
We’ve got to try and help him, and he’ll do a great job. He’s done a great job all preseason.” 
 
On how many sacks LB Von Miller could get this season 
“I don’t know. I don’t want to speculate on how many sacks he might have. I think Von’s going to have a good year, and as long 
as he keeps learning and playing hard, he’ll be just fine.”  
 
On CB Champ Bailey seeing time at nickelback during certain situations 
“We had that thought in mind from Day One, being able to  move Champ inside. I’ve seen some bigger, more veteran corners go 
in there and do that and be successful. Especially with his experience—he’s seen a lot of football—there are a lot of things that 
go on in there at the nickel position; there are different things you’ve got to learn, so putting him in there made a lot of sense. 
 
“When you look at third down, a lot of teams are working inside and trying to work the slot receiver, and we put our best guy in 
there.”  
 
On LB Von Miller’s awareness 
“I think every day he’s getting a little bit better. It just comes with work. It comes with seeing it, and he’s continued to get better, 
and as long as he keeps working, he’s going to be just fine.”  


