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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (9/7/11) 

 

LINEBACKER JOE MAYS  
 
On whether it’s a tough test to face the Raiders to start the season 
“I think this is the best one. The Raiders, they love to run the football. They have Darren McFadden, they have Michael Bush, but 
they also have an electric rookie coming off the bench. It’ll be a testament to what we’ve been working on. I’m excited and I’m 
looking forward to it.” 
 
On the value of looking at last year’s game film vs. Oakland 
“We definitely look at film from last year and especially from the preseason. But, we’re not thinking about the score when we 
played them last year. Right now we’re just looking for ways that we can beat them on Monday. The guy are pumped up and 
we’re looking forward to the game 
 
On the difference in the run defense this season vs. last year 
“The biggest thing I see is just the attitude, the attitude of the guys and the way they prepare for the game now. A lot of guys 
around here are excited, especially having a new coaching staff and new players around. There is a lot of excitement—just guys 
ready to go out there and play fast and do whatever it takes to win.” 
 
On the defense 
“I think that we didn’t know what to expect coming in, not having OTAs and having to learn the new scheme. Now that the guys 
have learned it and now that we have it down, we’re excited to go out there and play in front of our fans and try to get a win—
especially on Monday night, because that would be big for us.” 
 
On the mindset of the defense 
“It’s one of those things where we try to force a team into being one-dimensional, and when I say that, force them into passing 
the ball and force them into passing situations. So, first and second down, we know the Raiders—or any NFL team—they like to 
run the ball and see where they can start. Once we do that, once we stop the run, we try to put them in passing situations and 
attack them from there. It is going to be fun; I’m looking forward to it.” 
 
On climbing up the depth chart 
“It feels good. It feels good to have coaches that believe in you, to have teammates that believe in you and actually want you to 
go out and succeed. I think that was the biggest thing for me—having people that believe in me and have faith in me to go out 
and play ball. I have that here and now I’m just looking forward to doing whatever I can to make us succeed.” 
 

mailto:patrick.smyth@broncos.nfl.net
mailto:rebecca.villanueva@broncos.nfl.net
mailto:erich.schubert@broncos.nfl.net

