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DENVER BRONCOS INTERIM HEAD COACH ERIC STUDESVILLE 
 
Opening Comments  
“That was a fantastic football game. That is a good football team and certainly not representative of what their record is or the fact that they are 
staying home for the playoffs. That is a good football team, so congratulations to (Chargers Head Coach) Norv Turner and his team for what they 
did.  
 
“When you get to the last game of the year, there are a lot of things that you think about. The character of this football team is something that I have 
tremendous respect for – every man and every coach on that staff. In the last four weeks – and I believe prior to that also – but, I know in the last 
four weeks that I have been in charge of this, those men have given everything that they possibly can to come and give us a chance to win football 
games on Sundays. I appreciate every man in that room – coach and player – and I am proud of our staff for what we have done. 
 
“I hated that the game ended like that, but it showed the character of this team to fight back from what the score was and what the situation was in 
the first half, and get ourselves back in there and have a chance with two deep balls at the end of the game to go ahead. I love these guys in this 
locker room and it has been an honor to lead them for the last four weeks.” 
 
On his experience as the Broncos’ interim head coach 
“It has been an amazing ride. It has been an amazing ride to be around these guys, to stand in front of them, to look in their eyes and know that they 
never give up, they never quit and they keep working. It is an honor to stand in front of them and to represent them. I told them in the locker room 
that they cannot even possibly imagine how much I appreciate the effort and respect them for what they have done the last four weeks.” 
 
On the impending change for himself and for the organization 
“It is already setting in. The reality of the NFL is that there is change every year. (There is change) on coaching staffs, on teams, players – people 
coming and people going. That is what the uniqueness is about a team. This group of men – this is probably the last time we are going to be together 
as one group with everybody in there together. I cannot ask any more than what that group gave us. They put a great effort out there today – and 
they have since I have been in charge of this. That is what is special – that it will never be that way again. I know that and they know that. We have 
talked about that, but they played for each other and they played the game the way it was supposed to be played.”  
 
On why the team finished with a 4-12 record 
“There is an offseason to study all those things. We have to go back to work. We have to find the little details – that is the difference in the NFL. The 
difference in the NFL is the little details and doing everything right, all the time, all 11 guys – whether it is offense, defense or kicking – on every play. 
All the little things have to come together at one time. There were times when we played really, really well, and there were times when we did not 
play so well. But, I think that we can learn some valuable lessons from the effort, the energy and the preparation – we know what happens when we 
give ourselves a chance.” 
 
On why he feels like he would be a good permanent head coach for the Broncos 
“I am going to wait until that question is asked (in a formal interview). I am not trying to be funny with that – there are a lot of emotions in me right 
now and being around (the team) – I am going to kind of take this as where I am right now. I have things that we have to do going forward tomorrow 
and then, when that opportunity comes up, we will sit there and we will talk about that. It has been a tremendous honor to be here for the last four 
weeks.” 
 
On how his experience as the Broncos’ interim head coach has helped him develop as a coach 
“There are so many things in this that I have learned. What I learned is that the details, the energy and the effort of a committed group of people can 
do just about anything. If you believe in them and you get them to believe in something going forward, you give yourselves a chance. I think no 
matter what my next step is or what their next step is – when you jump in with both feet and you make a commitment to something and you decide 
that you are going to do everything that you can to go forward, you know then that you will be a part of something positive.” 
 
On whether he has learned about leadership and inspiration 
“Absolutely.” 
 
On whether he feels like he has earned the opportunity to be a good permanent head coach for the Broncos 
“I have given everything that I possibly have to the last four weeks. Every part of me, every ounce of effort has been put into the past four weeks and 
I am proud of that – I am very proud of that fact. We are going to have all of those discussions as we go forward. I do not regret anything that has 
been done. I am very proud of the effort that I have given and that this team and this coaching staff has given.” 
 



 

 Denver Broncos Post Game Quotes 
vs. San Diego Chargers – Sunday, January 2, 2011 

 

 

 

On what type of changes he has made during his time as the Broncos’ interim head coach 
“I do not know that I (changed) a whole lot. This is a group of committed men in the locker room and they did it. They are the ones that go on the field 
and play. All I tried to do was help them and put them in a position where they could succeed. That is what we have encouraged the staff to do, that 
is what we have talked about and that is what we have done. But, these players are the ones that made a decision that they were going to go out, 
what they were going to go out and do on Sundays and give us that kind of effort and bring that energy.” 
 
On whether QB Tim Tebow would be his starting quarterback if he coached the Broncos next season 
“We will get to next year (later). There are so many things that will come before that. Tim Tebow is an outstanding football player. We are certainly 
glad he is here – you see the exciting things that he does on the football field and guys will always gravitate towards him. We are glad he is here. I 
love the kid and I love everything about him and how he plays this game.” 
 
On the success of the Broncos’ pass rush 
“(Defensive Coordinator Don) ‘Wink’ (Martindale) called some things that beat their protections and we got in and hit (Chargers QB) Philip (Rivers) a 
few times and sacked him a bunch of times. ‘Wink’ had a good plan for pressuring him today and they got after him. Our players executed (the 
plan).” 
 
On QB Tim Tebow’s progress in the past three games 
“I think every player, the more they play, will continue to develop and Tim has shown that. He has done more, we have given him more, he goes out 
there and does more and he just keeps playing and is going to continue to get better. His work ethic is fantastic. He will continue to develop and with 
that work ethic, he will give himself the best chance and he will continue to improve each and every day and the more he plays.” 
 
On whether a team can win with a running quarterback 
“We were two throws away from winning that football game right there. How you win does not always matter. Winning is the important thing. If it 
gives you a chance to win, then let’s find a way to do that – whatever that is, let’s find a way to do that.” 
 
On when he will formally interview for the Broncos’ head coaching job 
“It will be sometime next week.” 
 
DENVER BRONCOS QUARTERBACK TIM TEBOW 
 
On why the passing game was more successful in the second half 
“I think we were just taking what they were giving us. They did some really good things in coverages and played really soft, were really making us 
take a lot of check down and trying to (double-team) a lot outside. So, it was a very good game plan and they made us be patient. I have to be more 
patient – and I was later in the game by taking underneath throws and checkdowns and just trying to slowly, methodically, move the ball down the 
field, which we did a little bit better of a job of in the second half.” 
 
On how he would evaluate his performance today 
“I think I have a lot of things to work on. Some things I did well, some things we did well and some things I did poorly. I can improve on those things. 
Like I said, one thing is just taking what they give us underneath and if it is not there, throw the ball away – which I was doing a little bit more in the 
second half. And, just trying to keep fighting and make plays. That is something that I am proud of with this team – we have a lot of fight in us and we 
kept fighting until the very end. You never know what is going to happen. Last week we were able to come back and today we were one throw away. 
That is what I am really proud of – our effort and the attitude of this team. We kept fighting until the very end. There was not any doubt – there was a 
lot of believe in us, so I am pretty proud about that.” 
 
On whether he deserves to be a starting quarterback  
“I do not know – that is not necessarily up to me. Whatever is put on my plate, I am going to try to handle as best I can. I am going to worry about 
what I can control and that is about it. (I will) just try to work this offseason and get a lot better and be ready for (organized team activities) and 
training camp and try to improve a lot between my first and second year.” 
 
On whether he took any cheap shots from the Chargers 
“The game was a very competitive game. Both teams were going extremely hard and both teams were trying to win.” 
 
On what he needs to improve on as a quarterback 
“I would say that is a good question. I would say that in a game like this, it is probably being patient and taking the underneath throws. Early I forced 
one to (WR Brandon) Lloyd, just trying to give him an opportunity. I should not have (thrown that pass). Just being patient, taking what they give us 
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and knowing that a 2 or 3-yard play is still OK. That is sometimes kind of tough to do and is easier said than done because you can get pretty amped 
up out there and you want to get the home runs and want to get it going. So, that is something that will be big for me to (improve).” 
 
On whether he was trying to run more in the second half 
“I was – when they were going to play soft in coverage and looking at receivers and their defensive line was going to rush hard up field, that was one 
of our best answers. I was going to do whatever I needed or had to do to try to help get us back in the game and give us a chance at the end. 
Unfortunately it was not enough. We felt (running the ball) was going pretty well, so we were going to keep fighting and trying to do it.”    
 
On whether he can stay healthy carrying the ball 13 times in a game 
“I do not think every week is going to be like that. The last two (games) have not. Whatever I have to do, I will do and I am sure that my game will 
evolve as well – mentally, physically with learning and growing and just getting used to the NFL and how it is played. I think I will continue to grow 
and maybe not do all those things. But again, I am a football player and I love this game and whatever I have to do – if they ask me to run it 20 times, 
I will do that. Not that they are asking me to do that, but I will do whatever it takes.” 
 
On what percentage of his runs were designed plays versus scrambles 
“To be honest, I do not really know how many were called quarterback runs and how many were scrambles. I am sure it was probably split 50-50 or 
somewhere around there.” 
 
On how he would evaluate his performance as a starting quarterback over the past three weeks 
“I do not know. I would say that I did some things well and I have some things to improve on. I think that I have improved gradually throughout the 
season and throughout these three games. So, I am just going to try to continually improve and get better and try to be ready when (organized team 
activities) come around to step it up even more.” 
 
On whether concerns about his mechanics were overstated 
“Some of my mechanics I still have to improve, but I think that some of it probably was a little bit (overstated). I think there will be things that I 
continue to work on with mechanics, starting next week. And, I will get a lot better at those things, because I know I can and I know that it will help 
my game out a lot – just improving my footwork in the pocket, sidestepping defenders, doing different things – a compact motion – a lot of things like 
that, I will continue to work on and get a lot better at – that is for sure.” 
On what he will do next 
“Just get back to work and get ready for (organized team activities) and that is about it.” 
 
On whether he will take a break from football before getting back to work 
“I will hang out with my family for a little bit and that will be a lot of fun. But, if I hang out for too long, I get pretty antsy and have to get to work doing 
something.” 
 
On what surprised him about playing in the NFL as a rookie 
“That is a good question – I would say how everybody talks about the speed of the game – that really was not as big of a deal to me, but what was a 
little bit newer for me was the anticipation of so many people. You go against (CB) Champ Bailey in practice and he has seen every single route that 
you can possibly run. So, he is breaking on that and he is disguising things. So, I think it is just the ability of defenders to disguise things and their 
ability of how they have seen so many different reps and so many different plays. So, their anticipation is a lot greater than in college.” 
 
On how he plans to win the trust of the Broncos’ next head coach 
“Go to work. Every day, go to work and try to be the first one in and the last to leave and do whatever he says. However he wants me to do it, I will 
do it and I will continually improve with whatever he wants me to do.” 
 
On his lasting memory from the season 
“Just the opportunity to learn and to be with some great coaches, some great players and learn from these guys. To be able to watch (CB) Champ 
Bailey go about his business, to watch (S) Brian Dawkins and to be able to sit down and talk to (LB) Elvis Dumervil – I think those are great things. 
And then, on the field, the comeback last week was pretty fun.” 
 
On his popularity among fans 
“I truly do appreciate the support. It means a lot to me to have people cheering for me and wanting to wear my jersey. I think that is a great 
opportunity for me to try to be a great role model for kids and the young people that are looking up to me. I think that is my No. 1 goal – even more 
than football is with this platform that football gives me, is to be a good role model for them and to set a good example.” 
 
On whether he has spoken with Josh McDaniels lately 



 

 Denver Broncos Post Game Quotes 
vs. San Diego Chargers – Sunday, January 2, 2011 

 

 

 

“I have. We text back and forth and talk every now and then and I really appreciate his support and everything he has done.” 
 
On what his conversations with Josh McDaniels have been about 
“Just encouraging me before games, ‘You are going to do great,’ that sort of thing. Stuff like that.”  
 
DENVER BRONCOS PLAYERS 
 
QB TIM TEBOW 
On why the passing game was more successful in the second half 
“I think we were just taking what they were giving us. They did some really good things in coverages and played really soft, were really making us 
take a lot of check down and trying to (double-team) a lot outside. So, it was a very good game plan and they made us be patient. I have to be more 
patient – and I was later in the game by taking underneath throws and checkdowns and just trying to slowly, methodically, move the ball down the 
field, which we did a little bit better of a job of in the second half.” 
 
On how he would evaluate his performance today 
“I think I have a lot of things to work on. Some things I did well, some things we did well and some things I did poorly. I can improve on those things. 
Like I said, one thing is just taking what they give us underneath and if it is not there, throw the ball away – which I was doing a little bit more in the 
second half. And, just trying to keep fighting and make plays. That is something that I am proud of with this team – we have a lot of fight in us and we 
kept fighting until the very end. You never know what is going to happen. Last week we were able to come back and today we were one throw away. 
That is what I am really proud of – our effort and the attitude of this team. We kept fighting until the very end. There was not any doubt – there was a 
lot of believe in us, so I am pretty proud about that.” 
 
On whether he deserves to be a starting quarterback  
“I do not know – that is not necessarily up to me. Whatever is put on my plate, I am going to try to handle as best I can. I am going to worry about 
what I can control and that is about it. (I will) just try to work this offseason and get a lot better and be ready for (organized team activities) and 
training camp and try to improve a lot between my first and second year.” 
 
On whether he took any cheap shots from the Chargers 
“The game was a very competitive game. Both teams were going extremely hard and both teams were trying to win.” 
 
On what he needs to improve on as a quarterback 
“I would say that is a good question. I would say that in a game like this, it is probably being patient and taking the underneath throws. Early I forced 
one to (WR Brandon) Lloyd, just trying to give him an opportunity. I should not have (thrown that pass). Just being patient, taking what they give us 
and knowing that a 2 or 3-yard play is still OK. That is sometimes kind of tough to do and is easier said than done because you can get pretty amped 
up out there and you want to get the home runs and want to get it going. So, that is something that will be big for me to (improve).” 
 
On whether he was trying to run more in the second half 
“I was – when they were going to play soft in coverage and looking at receivers and their defensive line was going to rush hard up field, that was one 
of our best answers. I was going to do whatever I needed or had to do to try to help get us back in the game and give us a chance at the end. 
Unfortunately it was not enough. We felt (running the ball) was going pretty well, so we were going to keep fighting and trying to do it.”    
 
On whether he can stay healthy carrying the ball 13 times in a game 
“I do not think every week is going to be like that. The last two (games) have not. Whatever I have to do, I will do and I am sure that my game will 
evolve as well – mentally, physically with learning and growing and just getting used to the NFL and how it is played. I think I will continue to grow 
and maybe not do all those things. But again, I am a football player and I love this game and whatever I have to do – if they ask me to run it 20 times, 
I will do that. Not that they are asking me to do that, but I will do whatever it takes.” 
 
On what percentage of his runs were designed plays versus scrambles 
“To be honest, I do not really know how many were called quarterback runs and how many were scrambles. I am sure it was probably split 50-50 or 
somewhere around there.” 
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On how he would evaluate his performance as a starting quarterback over the past three weeks 
“I do not know. I would say that I did some things well and I have some things to improve on. I think that I have improved gradually throughout the 
season and throughout these three games. So, I am just going to try to continually improve and get better and try to be ready when (organized team 
activities) come around to step it up even more.” 
 
On whether concerns about his mechanics were overstated 
“Some of my mechanics I still have to improve, but I think that some of it probably was a little bit (overstated). I think there will be things that I 
continue to work on with mechanics, starting next week. And, I will get a lot better at those things, because I know I can and I know that it will help 
my game out a lot – just improving my footwork in the pocket, sidestepping defenders, doing different things – a compact motion – a lot of things like 
that, I will continue to work on and get a lot better at – that is for sure.” 
 
On what he will do next 
“Just get back to work and get ready for (organized team activities) and that is about it.” 
 
On whether he will take a break from football before getting back to work 
“I will hang out with my family for a little bit and that will be a lot of fun. But, if I hang out for too long, I get pretty antsy and have to get to work doing 
something.” 
 
On what surprised him about playing in the NFL as a rookie 
“That is a good question – I would say how everybody talks about the speed of the game – that really was not as big of a deal to me, but what was a 
little bit newer for me was the anticipation of so many people. You go against (CB) Champ Bailey in practice and he has seen every single route that 
you can possibly run. So, he is breaking on that and he is disguising things. So, I think it is just the ability of defenders to disguise things and their 
ability of how they have seen so many different reps and so many different plays. So, their anticipation is a lot greater than in college.” 
 
On how he plans to win the trust of the Broncos’ next head coach 
“Go to work. Every day, go to work and try to be the first one in and the last to leave and do whatever he says. However he wants me to do it, I will 
do it and I will continually improve with whatever he wants me to do.” 
 
On his lasting memory from the season 
“Just the opportunity to learn and to be with some great coaches, some great players and learn from these guys. To be able to watch (CB) Champ 
Bailey go about his business, to watch (S) Brian Dawkins and to be able to sit down and talk to (LB) Elvis Dumervil – I think those are great things. 
And then, on the field, the comeback last week was pretty fun.” 
 
On his popularity among fans 
“I truly do appreciate the support. It means a lot to me to have people cheering for me and wanting to wear my jersey. I think that is a great 
opportunity for me to try to be a great role model for kids and the young people that are looking up to me. I think that is my No. 1 goal – even more 
than football is with this platform that football gives me, is to be a good role model for them and to set a good example.” 
 
On whether he has spoken with Josh McDaniels lately 
“I have. We text back and forth and talk every now and then and I really appreciate his support and everything he has done.” 
 
On what his conversations with Josh McDaniels have been about 
“Just encouraging me before games, ‘You are going to do great,’ that sort of thing. Stuff like that.”  
 
TE DANIEL GRAHAM 
On today’s game  
“You know, we didn’t get the win. We came up a little short. Our goal was to get this win but we didn’t get it.” 

 
On the catches he made in today’s game 
“It felt good just getting part of the offense back in that part of the game. We didn’t get this win though.”  
 
On this season not being one that he envisioned 
“It is not. We are disappointed with the season. We are a much better team than what we showed this year. We had higher expectations than what 
we did last year; it was just unfortunate how the season ended up for us.” 
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On how QB Tim Tebow played against San Diego’s defense 
“He did good, especially against that defense. He held his composure and made big plays when he had to.” 
 
OL RYAN HARRIS 
On defending QB Tim Tebow  
“It’s part of being an offensive lineman – you have to defend your quarterback and most of all let the defense know that they can’t just be pushing 
people around after the whistle and, you know, play as hard as you can between the whistle and if you are going to do something after that we are 
going to be there as well.” 
 
On whether he saw a difference in Tebow’s play today 
“He plays hard. He plays hard every play, and you couldn’t ask for anything more from a teammate and you definitely couldn’t ask anything more 
from a quarterback. So, it is fun to play with him.” 
 
On how hard Tebow plays through the course of a game 
“Yeah, he does play very hard. I think our coaches have done a great job coaching that not to quit. Our coaches have been tremendous through the 
turmoil here in the last few weeks and really have been just great influences on us and taught us to keep playing and have fun. I think we did that 
today to spite the loss.” 
 
On the feeling of walking out of the Broncos locker room for the last time this season 
“I am ready for the next chapter. I’m ready to make improvements myself and I’m ready to join a team, whether that is here or somewhere else that 
wants me. I have had a great time here in Denver, I love the city, and I will probably keep my home here regardless.”  
 
WR BRANDON LLOYD 
On the team fighting until the finish 
“I would like to say I expect that, because I expect that out of myself. I wouldn’t expect for anyone to quit at any point in the game.” 

 
On leading the NFL in receiving yardage 
“I’m proud. There couldn’t be a more grateful person that this could happen to. There isn’t. I’m proud of what I accomplished and I’m grateful for 
everybody that was involved in this football season: the quarterbacks, my teammates, the front office, media, the fans, my family. There are so many 
people in my life that gave me the confidence to be out there and accomplish what I accomplished this year because my inner circle knew I could do 
it.”  
 
On QB Tim Tebow gaining experience 
“It’s always good to get him in there and get experience, so that in the offseason he can visualize the speed of the game. He can visualize what 
teams are doing to him and to us, and how fast we run our routes, so he can visualize the correct timing in the offseason. It’s always tough when you 
have a rookie quarterback who doesn’t play in his first season; he’s still a rookie in his second year. A guy who didn’t get any snaps is still a rookie 
and is still starting fresh. For him to be able to get out there and play and understand how fast the game is, it’s going to mean a lot for him in his 
preparation for next year.” 
 
On the offseason 
“We’re all subject to evaluation after the season, everybody. No matter what we accomplished this year, what we did or didn’t do, we’re all up for 
evaluation, and whoever is making those decisions is out of our control. All we’ve got to do is go through the season, put our best product out there, 
and then the rest just happens, and you just deal with it.” 
 
On John Elway potentially joining the front office 
“It’s going to be great. I think it will be a good situation to have that energy, that knowledge of what it takes to build a team from the ground up. It 
should bring a lot of excitement to the players. Growing up in Kansas City, I know all about John Elway and what he accomplished on the field and 
his aura, and the level of respect that current players have and should have for a legend, it should carry over.” 
 
WR ERIC DECKER 
On John Elway potentially joining the front office  
“I’ve met him; he’s a great guy. Obviously he’s a legend here. He’s put his mark in this organization. To have him involved to make some decisions, I 
think is a good thing. Front office-wise, I’m a young guy, so I don’t really know what it will do, but I’m sure his knowledge will help us.” 
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On personnel decisions to be made 
“You’ve just got to take it one day at a time and see what happens. Hopefully take care of what you can control, and hopefully it’s for the best.” 
 
On scoring his first touchdown 
“It felt good. I was waiting a long time, but it worked out well. It’s a memory I think I’ll cherish for a lifetime.” 
 
On the play when he scored his touchdown 
“It was play-action run. I faked cracked (block) and went vertical to the goal post and (QB) Tim (Tebow) put a good ball there and I was open so it 
worked.”  
 
S BRIAN DAWKINS 
On summarizing the season for the Broncos defense  
“We had to deal with a bunch of adversity. A lot of the guys went down and, for the most part, we did a decent job of dealing with that. In every 
game, there were small things that we allowed to happen as a defense that allowed the score to get out of hand sometimes. That’s not something 
you want as a defense. You want to be able to hold ground the whole game, and too many times in every game we’d give up a couple of plays here 
or there that caused us to be on the losing side of things.” 
 
On how the defense can improve in the offseason 
“I think when you get guys back healthy, that’s always a plus. As beautiful a picture as we tried to paint, losing ‘E’ (LB Elvis Dumervil) at the 
beginning of the season was huge. We fought through it. We did our best to do what we needed to do and a lot of guys did a good job of stepping in, 
but when you lose a guy like that who we depend upon a lot, that’s a tough pill to swallow. I believe that the things are here to get the job done. The 
key is to have guys on the field playing. It’s hard to win football games if you’re rotating guys because of different injuries. The injury bug hit us pretty 
hard this year.” 
 
On whether he plans on returning to the Broncos next season 
“That’s my plan anyway; we’ll see.” 
 
On if he feels he is capable of playing 16 games next season 
“Absolutely. Like I told you guys before, the two injuries I had were getting caught up under a pile, and spraining a ligament, so that has nothing to do 
with age. It has to do with being at a bad place at a bad time. Given the opportunity, I’ll come back and do what I can and hopefully that will cause us 
to be on the winning side of things.”  
 
On John Elway potentially joining the front office 
“(He’s) a very knowledgeable individual or he wouldn’t be coming back in. Obviously he has a love for this organization so you know he’s going to 
put his best foot forward on a consistent basis to make sure we get back to where the Broncos should be. I believe it’s a positive thing and I’m pretty 
sure you find anyone who thinks it’s a negative thing to have John back.” 
 
On how much contact Elway has had with the team since Dawkins joined the team in 2009  
“Not a lot, but he’s spoke a couple times. He spoke to us actually this year. He came out a couple of times, but not a whole lot of contact. When he 
did come in, he said some things that I think hit home with me and I’m pretty sure they hit home with a lot of the guys.” 
 
On the Broncos losing a franchise-record 12 games  
“I don’t want to say I don’t care about the franchise history, but it hurts to lose period. I don’t worry about the history of things, it’s about losing. You 
don’t want to lose. If you’re cool with accepting losses, then you don’t belong in professional sports period, so that in itself is bothersome to me.” 
 
DL JUSTIN BANNAN 
On the Broncos likely having their sixth new defensive coordinator in six years next season  
“I think it’s tough when you have that much change. It’s not in my hands and it’s not my business, whatever happens, I’ve just got to be ready to roll. 
When you want to establish consistency sometimes you’ve got to take your time on it, but who knows what’s going to happen. All we can do now is 
just wait and see.” 
 
On not knowing which of your teammates will be back next season  
“I think you don’t wonder who’s coming back; I think you know this is the last time we’ll all be together no matter what, and that goes with any team. 
Every team in this business changes every year, and it’s kind of a surreal feeling. It’s the last time you’ll do this, last time you’ll do that. It’s a sad part 
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of the business, to be honest, because you develop relationships with guys and you’re close and you develop that chemistry and cohesiveness, and 
then one day it’s gone. That’s a tough part about it.” 
 
On the team being 2-2 at one point this season 
“That’s a tough thing about it. I think in this league, you’ve got to win those crucial games early on in the season and that really determines which 
way you’re going to go. When you have those close games early on and you don’t win those, sometimes it just starts rolling downhill and it’s hard to 
stop it.” 
 
LB MARIO HAGGAN 
On resiliency of the team  
“It could have been easy for a bunch to have a lot of negative energy. They could have laid down and said, ‘I want to go home and be with my 
family,’ but that show what kind of guys we have on this team. Despite what the outsiders may say, the guys played hard, played for 60 minutes, and 
that’s all anyone can ask for.”  
 
On if the team had anything to play for 
“We did: pride, the opportunity to keep your job. There are a lot of things that go into playing. I’m proud of each and every guy that was on that field 
today that gave it all they have. Unfortunately we came up short, but it’s something to look at for whoever’s running the show; they’ll have a hard 
evaluation because nobody gave up and all the guys played hard. There will be a lot of changes. Who knows? I’ll go home and enjoy my family and 
wait for somebody to call to give me the good news.” 
 
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS HEAD COACH NORV TURNER 
 
General 
“Like I told our guys in the lockerroom after the game, we talked Monday and Wednesday as we got back together and talked about preparing to go 
win a football game. That’s what we wanted to accomplish up here and we did it. Our guys did an awful lot of good things. We played a lot of people. 
We’re down to playing some people we wouldn’t expect to and we had some people who obviously got hurt in this game so we moved a lot of people 
around and I thought our guys handled it as well as we could. Sometimes it didn’t look as good as I would have liked it to but ultimately what we 
wanted to do was win the game and we did.” 
 
On improvements over the course of the year 
“I think this. The problems we had early were so dramatic. I don’t know that - those first seven games when you have the numbers that we did 
throughout the season, you’re going to have a break down. That doesn’t mean we’re going to accept it. I was impressed with what [RB] Ryan 
[Mathews] did today, he got over 20 carries, he had over 110 yards, 120 yards, he ran physical inside, he ran outside. He’s got some work to do to 
understand that handling a ball in this league is different. He’s done a great job. It came back to him a little bit today.” 

 
On special teams and fumbles improvements 
“I think we made great improvements. I’m not happy with giving up a kickoff return for a touchdown today and I’m not happy that Ryan put the ball on 
the ground. Those are things we’re going to have to continue to address.”  
 
On how the team fares against the division for next year 
“You guys are the guys that all judge that. We have a plan for what we want to do as a football team and I’m not going to get into that. I’ll talk about 
the game today. We played 74 different players this year, so I don’t think we have 74 more talented people than the other guys in our division. I can 
say that for you. The strength of our team is the character and work ethic of our guys. We have outstanding players at a number of positions. I think 
all three teams in our division have outstanding players in a number of positions. Obviously, you want all of your guys to play at a high level and then 
you want the guys that are the game changers to be able to go in and change games. So we played with a lot of different guys this year, so 
sometimes we had those guys and sometimes we didn’t.” 
 
On cornerback Antoine Cason returning punts 
“You know I talked about that. Really, we feel like we have two outstanding starting corners and we are going to continue to work to get better at the 
corner position. Obviously, I get concerned about your starting corner. A guy I think had a great year at corner as a young player [Cason] who 
probably next year one of you guys will say he’s one of the top corners in the league. I hope you do. There’re a lot of good corners in this league. He 
played at a high level. I’m not sure you can afford to have him be your punt returner all season.” 
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SAN DIEGO CHARGERS PLAYERS 
 
RB RYAN MATHEWS 
 
 
General 
“I still have a lot to work on. I put the ball on the ground twice. That’s going to be a big thing for me in the offseason, is just working on ball security. 
I’m not going to say it won’t happen again, its football, but this game showed me that there’s a lot I can improve on still and just keep getting better.” 
 
On the balance of technical and mental during a game 
“Like I said it is technique. I’m going to go into the offseason just searching for the right one for me. When I’m trying to get through that hole I’m 
sitting there and I’m trying to burst through it. It seems like I’m kind of careless with the ball, I get some air in there. I know I can’t do that, especially 
at this level. Like I said, that’s going to be one of the main things I’m focused on this offseason.” 
 
On the momentum he build on for next year 
“I finished strong, that’s what I wanted to do. I wanted to get 20-plus carries and of course, Coach Norv gave me the rock today. I couldn’t have done 
it without my line. They worked so hard and opened up holes and just blocking their tails off. The fullback [Billy Latsko] – it’s his first game today. He 
did what he had to do to help. I’m just real thankful I had those big guys out in front of me to help me out.” 
 
On his development as a ball carrier 
“You just got to be patient. At such a high level you would think you would try to get through the holes as fast as you can. You have to wait for your 
blocks to develop and it takes time. I was patient through the hole and I accelerate through it, that’s just what I’ve been learning. At the beginning of 
the year I was trying to get through the hole too fast and missing my keys and my blocks and stuff like that.  This game I really worked on trying to be 
a little more patient and really trying to figure things out.” 
 
On seeing the benefit of plays that are opening up for you 
“On the one where I cut all the way back and scored – back in the beginning of the season I wouldn’t have seen that cut. I probably would have read 
it and been too fast so you know, just being patient, I probably wouldn’t have seen that cut. I probably would have over-read it and would have been 
too fast. Just being patient, watching [RB] Mike Tolbert and [RB] Darren Sproles – they’re so patient through the hole, getting through it. Just 
watching them has shown me what I need to work on, too.” 
 
On if his fumbles today dampen his view of this game 
“You know me, I’m going to be hard on myself about it. I can’t put the ball on the ground, especially if I’m getting that many carries. I can’t do that. It 
was a nice day, but, in all honesty it kind of spoils it, having those two fumbles. If we didn’t recover them, it could have changed the game. Really, it’s 
just how I carry myself in the offseason, work on protecting the ball and carrying it and everything.” 
 
On what he learned his rookie year 
“I learned a lot. Going into the season I had high expectations for myself. It kind of got dampened in the beginning of the season, in the second 
game. I learned a lot this season by just being patient, being able to read defenses and pick up blocks and stuff like that. It can only get better. The 
more you know, this is what the offseason is for – just to get better and work on all the little things, and just try to perfect everything.” 
 
On sustaining his growth this year into next 
“You can still watch film and go over notes, I took notes. Just look over the notes, and keep it in mind and that’s my main thing. I’m going to keep in 
contact with my coach and everything like that and just to keep it going. I don’t want to sit there for a couple months and just let everything fade 
away. I don’t want to have to start back at square one. I want to start where I left off and that’s where I am today” 
 
 
 


