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INTERIM HEAD COACH ERIC STUDESVILLE 
 
Opening comments 
“First of all, I’d like to announce that (OL) Ryan Clady is the recipient and our person that is receiving the Ed Block Courage Award for sportsmanship and 
courage, battling back from the knee injury he had in the offseason and the work ethic that he put into getting back on the field and overcoming that 
particular incident. We’re happy for him. It is a great honor for him and (rewards) the work that he has put in to get back from that.” 
 
On the decision to place K Matt Prater on injured reserve 
“Matt tried to kick (yesterday) and the leg just wasn’t responding. We have gone a couple of weeks with this now, so we just decided that where we are in the 
season, with one week left (to place him on injured reserve). (K Steven) Hauschka has been kicking well, so we felt like we had a good option and that now 
was the time to make the move. And then, we made a roster change brining (OL) Jeff Byers up to the 53-man roster.” 
 
On OL Ryan Clady’s progress throughout the season 
“Guys that have been injured and that come off of injuries, it takes a little bit of time. I think Ryan was working through that a little bit. He has to get the 
confidence back in — especially with a knee injury for a lineman — that is an important thing and a part of what he does with all his bending. But, in time, he 
has gotten better and better. He has progressed through the season and has increased and improved as we have gone on and he is playing well right now 
for us.” 
 
On whether he has simplified the run game since becoming the interim head coach 
“A lot of what we do throughout the entire year is, throughout the offseason, we try to really formulate what things work best for us, what kinds of plays and 
how we do them. We do not really change altogether. We may change formations or how we get to certain things, but a lot of the plays that we do are the 
same. So, they have not changed — conceptually, they have not changed. How they look and how we set them up is a little bit different, but it is still the 
same basic running game that we have been using all year. I think the offensive line is doing it better. I think the running backs are doing it better and I think 
that some of the improvement that we have had at times has been because of that.” 
 
On the players saying that they thought the run game has gotten simpler 
“It may feel that way. I don’t think, when I look at it, that it is a whole lot different than the stuff that we were doing in fall camp. It’s just dressing it up different 
ways and making it look different. But, if (the players) think it is easier — I like that.” 
 
On the Texans’ secondary 
“Houston’s secondary is still full of NFL players — they practice against one of the best players (Texans’ WR Andre Johnson) every day and they know what 
to do. They have struggled at times, but the things we have to do is put together the entire offense to put them in a bind to do things. We have to make them 
defend our entire offense — not just the pass game. We don’t want to become one-dimensional in any aspect — because that makes it easy for the defense. 
Our best advantage, if we are going to utilize it and if we are going to attack that is, is to be a complete offense in all aspects of the game, so that they have 
to play every scenario and every situation. 
 
“It is different too, where they have been in the game — at times they have been behind early, and then the offense may change how they are going if they 
have a big lead and then all of the sudden Houston has come back a bunch of times late in games. So, I think you have to look at the games and how they 
are played out and what they are doing. Are they attacking them? When are they attacking them? There are a lot of things that go into it, rather than just to 
say they are struggling. Numbers are misleading. That is a NFL defense and a group of people that we are giving the respect that they are due for being 
back there.” 
 
On his favorite Christmas memory  
“There are a lot of them — probably in all honestly, one of the best I had was last night. My wife flew in my two uncles and they showed up at the house at 
11:30 p.m. last night. They have supported me throughout all the years in everything I have done and to have family here supporting me during this time is 
probably one of the most special Christmas memories I have.” 
 
On which family members are in town this weekend 
“My dad is here, my mom is here, my mother-in-law is here, my brother-in-law is here. I have a lot of family and a lot of support here. This is a special time 
and it is an awesome time right now.” 
 
On whether there will be more Studesville or Tebow family members at Sunday’s game vs. Houston 
“There will be more Tebows (laughing). There are not that many Studesvilles (laughing). The biggest thing this time of year for me is time with family. I love 
being around my family and sitting around and laughing and hearing their voices. So, if I’m around them — that’s why it made it so special that my uncles are 
here — the noise level goes up in the house and that is a good thing. So, seeing them and being around them is the best present I could have.”  
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On whether the team is altering its schedule for Christmas 
“We are going to back up the day a little bit tomorrow. We are going to back it up, because those of us that have little ones want to be there and see 
Christmas morning and have that day. We have a group of professional men in this locker room — coaches and players. I think if we adjust the schedule — 
and we have talked about it, giving them an opportunity to be with their families — I think that is an important part of this whole thing. The families have 
supported us the entire season, so the opportunity to be with them is important and we are professional enough to handle that.” 
 
On today’s schedule 
“Today is a regular schedule; we are not changing anything today. It is going to be a normal Friday for us today and we are going to get our work in, just like 
we would on any other Friday. Tomorrow, we will back it up a little bit in the day, so that they can spend a little bit more time with their families during the day 
and then we will get to the hotel and get our meetings and still get the same amount of work in.” 
 
 


