
 

Denver Broncos Regular Season Quotes 
Monday, Dec. 20, 2010 

© 2010 Denver Broncos Football Club.  All rights reserved.  The individual quotes cited above may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other fair uses as defined by 
Section 107 of the Copyright Act.  Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a fair use as defined by Section 107 of 
the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

  

INTERIM HEAD COACH ERIC STUDESVILLE 
 
Opening comments 
“After looking at the game from yesterday in Oakland, there were a lot of good things and a lot of bad things. Some of the good things that we liked: I thought 
the team gave great effort and energy and they went out there and played, giving us all that they had. We took care of the ball on offense, which we had not 
done as well. And, we got some takeaways — we got three takeaways in the first half which certainly helped us get off to a faster start than we have been 
out to. I thought (QB) Tim (Tebow) played well in his first start in a difficult environment, being in there with those fans when they started getting cranked up. I 
thought he really managed everything well — the environment, our game plan, got us in and out of the things that we needed to and just ran our offense 
well. And, (K) Steven Hauschka really kicked well for us yesterday, came in and hit solid field goals for us and kicked off and did those duties excellently. 
 
“Some of the things we need to work on: We did not finish the game like we played the first three quarters and (we had) too many three-and-outs on offense. 
We have to find a way to stay on the field, especially in a game like that. Yards after contact on defense — we let guys get away for longer plays than we 
wanted to. Too many big plays that we gave up on defense and really, we did not control the line of scrimmage — too many negative plays, runs on offense 
and then the big plays on defense that we could have controlled. (Those are) all things we are going to work on. 
 
“As far as roster moves, we waived (LB) Kevin Alexander today and signed (CB) Chevis Jackson, a defensive back from (Louisiana State University). And, 
this morning, we made the decision to start Tim Tebow this weekend against Houston.” 
 
On the decision to start QB Tim Tebow 
“The reason right now was that we felt that Tim played well yesterday and ran our offensive effectively with the things that we asked him to do. Compounding 
that was the fact that (QB) Kyle (Orton) still is rehabbing. With where he is right now, we just felt that prolonging this later into the week was not the best 
thing for our preparation and practice. So, we decided to make the decision earlier in the week to go and do this.” 
 
On whether QB Tim Tebow would have started if QB Kyle Orton were healthy 
“Right now, Kyle is in about the same situation as he was last week with his injury. So, that is why we decided to make this decision early, rather than wait 
and hope at the end of the week (that he can play), because we cannot foresee what the end of the week would give us. We wanted to make sure we got a 
good week of preparation in and (give us) our best chance for Houston.” 
 
On QB Tim Tebow’s play on Sunday at Oakland 
“I think yesterday he did a lot of the things we have always thought he could do (and) that you saw him do. He made plays scrambling and running the ball 
on the long draw play. He threw the ball. Even though we did not throw it a lot of times, he did make some nice throws and completions that we needed. I 
think his management of the game, getting us in and out of things — handling that environment is not an easy thing. When those fans get cranked up there 
in Oakland, it is a difficult environment. We thought he handled that well. His energy was unbelievable that he brought to the sidelines, and those are all 
things that factor into the play of the quarterback.” 
 
On how he notified the quarterbacks about the decision to start QB Tim Tebow 
“Those two players, Tim and (QB) Kyle (Orton), were in today. Kyle is in for rehab, because his injury is a mandatory treatment situation for us. I did talk to 
both of them this morning and let them know what our plans were and what we were going to do. They understood it and we are going forward.” 
 
On whether QB Kyle Orton was upset that the decision was made early in the week 
“No, he is a professional. I explained to Kyle what it was — the fact that at this point in time today where we are sitting right now, he is in a similar physical 
state that he was last week and we needed to make a decision. We felt like that was the best thing for us going forward.” 
 
On whether naming QB Tim Tebow the starter on Monday opens up more of the play book for Sunday’s game vs. Houston 
“Certainly, we have more information on Tim. We now know more about Tim and what he can do in the game. We can give him (additional) things, but the 
entire game plan is still based on what we think gives us the best chance against the Houston Texans, and that is what is going to determine the volume of 
the play book more than anything else.” 
 
On the team’s play calling against Oakland 
“We called what we thought was going to help us win that football game.” 
 
On how the weather factored into the play calling 
“We were concerned about the weather going in. We spent a lot of time talking about that and making sure that our players were aware of it so that it was 
not going to be a situation that factored into a distraction for us. We did spend quite a bit of time talking about that. But, the game plan that we had was what 
we felt — based on our football team, the environment, the game situations, the weather and all that — was what we thought was the best thing for us to win 
the football game.” 
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On RB Knowshon Moreno 
“He has been in the training room. I saw him this morning and talked to him this morning — he is a little sore and we will continue to evaluate that as we go 
through the week and see where we are with him.” 
 
On K Matt Prater 
“Prater is the same situation as last week. We are going to try to kick him here on Wednesday or Thursday and get him out and see what he can do and go 
from there.” 
 
On the team’s kicking situation 
“We do not have any more information other than that (K Steven) Hauschka kicked well. He did what we brought him in to do — which was to come in and 
kick. (K) Matt (Prater) is still struggling with some of his injuries. We have time this week, we will go through the whole week and then we will figure out what 
we are going to do.”  
 
On what he learned about QB Tim Tebow as a passer in yesterday’s game 
“I don’t want to compare those two guys (Tebow and QB Kyle Orton) together. Tim came in, he threw the ball well when we asked him to, he made some 
nice throws down the field and our wide receivers helped him by going and getting a couple of those throws too. We dropped one in the end zone that we 
certainly would have loved to have had back, but Tim put the ball where we needed to in order to give us a chance to win the football game.” 
 
On his comfort level with QB Tim Tebow when the team is backed up against its own goal line or near the end of a half 
“We are going to try and continue to develop the game plan to the things that play to Tim’s strengths and limit his weaknesses — just like we would any 
quarterback or any player that we have. We want to give ourselves the best chance. Those three situations you talk about, particularly the two that are 
backed up, there are a lot of factors that go into that. We are talking about field position, we are talking about room to punt the ball if you need to — there are 
a lot of things that go into those situations that we discuss as coaches that put caution in the air — not (just) the quarterback.” 
 
On WR Demaryius Thomas 
“Demaryius is still continuing his rehab. We hope to have him back on the field. He did a little bit for us on Friday last week. We got him out moving around a 
little bit and hope to get a little bit more this week from him. He will continue his rehab and what he is doing and monitor it day by day.” 
 
On why he let the team have Monday off 
“I want them to be fresh, and I think the best way to keep them fresh is right now, this time of the year, is not to bang them out here on the practice field. I 
think they are going to get enough banging in the games, which they have. We are playing 70 plays per game — that is a lot of football for those guys. And, 
it is a physical game, especially (with) a divisional rival like the Raiders — that is a physical game. I thought our guys gave it to us physically. I thought they 
went out and played hard and so I do not see the need to beat them up physically in practice to get them ready for a game.” 
 
On whether there is a chance that S Brian Dawkins will return this week  
“We are hoping. He is up and moving around a little bit, continuing to rehab. We are going to keep continually pushing that, but we are hopeful and again it is 
a day-by-day situation.” 
 
On what the defense is missing with S Brian Dawkins out 
“That something (the defense misses) is leadership — that is what he does. He is a tremendous leader. The caliber of person he is, matched by his ability as 
a player, really creates an environment out there that guys believe in, they see, and they know what his expectations are when he is on the field because 
they know what he gives every play.” 
 
On QB Tim Tebow’s strengths and weaknesses 
“We are finding more and more out about what he does. That game yesterday gave us a lot of information and a lot of things that we can work with and go 
from and that we can build on as coaches to give him. We have seen it out here (at practice), but it is different when everything is full speed on Sunday 
afternoon. The things that he is good at right now, we are going to try to continue to do and the things that he is not good at — just like any other player — 
we are not going to do those things.” 
 
On whether there was a particular play that surprised him from QB Tim Tebow on Sunday at Oakland 
“No, you have seen highlights of him running the ball in the past — here, as well as in college. You go back to the Cincinnati game (in the preseason) where 
he finishes that last run at the end of that game. And, I have seen him throw the ball. I think he is going to continue to develop — that is what we are hoping 
and expecting him to do. I know his work ethic is right along those lines and that is where we think we are going.” 
 
On his reaction to QB Tim Tebow’s misinterpretation of the play call that led to his 40-yard touchdown run 
“My reaction was that it was seven points, no matter how it happened.” 
 
On whether that was a forgivable mistake 
“Forgivable? No, but I am happy that it worked out in a good way (laughing).” 
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On whether he expects Houston to defend QB Tim Tebow differently than Oakland did 
“I do not know. I think they will have tape on him now to have a game plan. What they will do differently? We are going to do some things differently, 
because we have more information too, now. How that all plays out? I am not exactly sure.” 
 
On how he expects the team to react to QB Tim Tebow as the starting quarterback  
“For us, a lot of it was based on (QB) Kyle (Orton’s) health and we felt that this was the best thing for us. The players, I expect are going to be professional 
and do their jobs and rally around this guy who is going to be our quarterback.” 
 
On WR Eric Decker as a kick returner 
“Eric Decker has done a nice job for us in the kickoff return game. Last week in Arizona, he really had an outstanding game. He hit it up in there hard 
yesterday and we still have things to work on. That is a team effort — that is not just him. There are 10 other guys out there that have to block for those 
returns to be successful and we are going to continue working all those people. It is a group effort when you have success in that phase of the game.” 
 
On whether CB Syd’Quan Thompson will continue to return punts 
“We are going to continue to evaluate that. (WR) Eddie Royal is the guy we would like to have back there catching punts and doing things. But, we have to 
have contingency plans when guys are not in the game.” 
 
On whether there was pressure from ownership to start QB Tim Tebow 
“I visited with (Owner) Mr. Bowlen and (Chief Operating Officer) Joe Ellis this morning and it was a good situation for us. It was a suggestion by me that we 
go that direction (and start Tebow) and they agreed and that is the direction we are going.” 
 


