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INTERIM HEAD COACH ERIC STUDESVILLE 
 
Opening comments 
“(We have) a big divisional game this weekend with the Oakland Raiders. Going up there and playing in that venue is a unique experience and one that a lot 
of our players know and we are looking forward to their fans. It will be a great environment for an NFL football game. Right now, that team has really made 
some improvements since the first time we played them. The run game has improved. That big offensive line is certainly something we are going to have to 
address and have a plan for. The back (RB Darren McFadden) is playing really well, along with (TE) Zach Miller, who is leading the team in receptions, 
(receiving) yardage and touchdowns. So, offensively there are some things that we have to be ready for. Defensively, they have a bunch of players over 
there — a bunch of big bodies. They are doing a great job sacking the quarterback, putting pressure on people, and really with their base fronts — not a lot 
of blitz pressures. I believe 10 guys have at least three sacks, so we are going to have to be ready to handle the pressure not only with the offensive line but 
with the backs and the tight ends and the wide receivers running fast routes and then getting the ball out of our hand at the quarterback spot. Then, with the 
special teams — obviously (K) Sebastian Janikowski and (P Shane) Lechler, we have to be able to handle what they do with the kicking game and how they 
kick the football because it is certainly a weapon with field position. Sebastian Janikowski has attempted some extremely long field goals, so a big challenge 
for us. 
 
“As far as today, (S Brian) Dawkins will be out again today, (WR) Demaryius Thomas will be out again today, (LB) Kevin Alexander will be out today, and (K) 
Matt Prater will be out today and we anticipate getting some guys back and getting ready to go and having a great day of work because we have a lot of 
preparation and some things to fix. But, it is an opportunity for us to go on the field and get better today.”   
 
On whether S Brian Dawkins, WR Demaryius Thomas, LB Kevin Alexander or K Matt Prater have been ruled out for the game 
“No, not at this point in time.” 
 
On whether he will change his preparation for this week 
“I think the practice routine from last week — I felt like that was a good adjustment we made trying to get our guys fresh. I did feel like we were fresh going 
into the game physically and mentally, as far as what we do with our preparation. As far as pep talks, we are certainly going to talk about a lot of things that 
have to do with the Oakland Raiders. (It is) a divisional game, they are a great challenge, they are playing well right now, they are 4-0 in the division and we 
have to have our best week of preparation like any week. You have to prepare as hard as you can and get ready to go in this division and in the NFL at any 
point in time.” 
 
On whether he will mention to the team the first game against the Raiders this year 
“There is no question; we will definitely be addressing that.” 
 
On the first meeting against the Raiders this season 
“The season is a collective experience. I think they all have factors in what we are doing and where we are going. The only thing we can do right now is look 
at this game and what we can do to prepare ourselves for this game and go forward for this game.” 
 
On the lessons he learned in the first game against the Raiders 
“I talked to them (the players) this morning. It is a very similar experience to what we had this past weekend, so there is a lot to learn for us. We know that if 
you don’t take care of the ball…we had five fumbles and lost two of them (and) we had an interception. So, the turnovers we had certainly made a difference 
in that game letting them get out to a fast start, which is something they have done very well this year, the Oakland Raiders have. What we have to do is we 
have to control the things that we can control, which is taking care of the football and getting our own fast start.” 
 
On whether he has seen carry over from losses in his career 
“Well, I hope there is a tremendous pride factor in it. The gentlemen that played in that game are going to get another chance to go out and play against 
essentially the same people that came here and played in that game.  think our room is full of prideful individuals. I know they are going to prepare, because 
they are professionals, to go have this football game. I am expecting that we are going to have a much better effort and outcome than we had the first time.” 
 
On whether there are times when NFL teams don’t show up to play 
“I think there are some days when teams certainly play better. You gave two examples of a day when we played much better and a day when we didn’t play. 
I don’t think — we don’t have that luxury in the NFL, with only 16 games — of having a bad day at the office. Every game is critical and when it does happen 
and there are games like that (where) you are losing ground because we don’t have 80 games or 160 if it is in baseball. Every game is critical for us 
regardless of where you are in the season because we are still playing to perform for our organization and for our fans.” 
 
On the health status of QB Kyle Orton 
“A lot of our guys are banged up right now. It is Week 14 in the NFL and guys that have been playing consistently have bumps and bruises. Kyle does have 
some bumps and bruises. I think, again, that is part of the things that happen at this time in the year.” 
 
 



 

Denver Broncos Regular Season Quotes 
Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2010 

© 2010 Denver Broncos Football Club.  All rights reserved.  The individual quotes cited above may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other fair uses as defined by 
Section 107 of the Copyright Act.  Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a fair use as defined by Section 107 of 
the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

  

On what he attributes to Orton’s performance as of late 
“Again, I think it there are a lot of things that go into that — there is the offensive line, there is the protection, there are backs, there are people being in the 
right spots, there is pressure that happens to us. I think there are a lot of things that factor into that.” 
 
On whether Orton is the starter this week 
“Absolutely. We are still looking at things; we have a great week of preparation ahead of us — it starts today. We have already had our walkthrough and we 
will start making adjustments and things and looking at every factor that goes into getting our team ready for this football game.” 
 
On how he explains Orton’s performance in the last two games 
“That is the question we are trying to answer and that is why we are working at it — the coaches are working at it, he is working at it. We are all taking great 
pride in the fact that (the passing game) has been a problem the last two weeks and we are trying to solve those problems. The best way to solve it that we 
know is to go to work. It is to keep working and trying to get everybody on the same page, everybody doing what they have to do — the offensive line, the 
backs, the wide receivers, the tight ends and the quarterbacks.” 
 
On Oakland RB Darren McFadden 
“Darren is an explosive back. When we played the first time, he had three rushing touchdowns and another one receiving and a big yardage day. He is a 
talented young player and certainly somebody we have to be ready for and we have to have a plan for. We have to tackle him because if he gets out in the 
open he is fast enough to really create some big plays. I think he is really a talented young player.” 
 
On whether McFadden is still improving as the season goes on 
“Their run game has steadily improved since we played them the first time. It has, and you see that. His production has gone up. He is having a great year. I 
believe he is just under 1,000 yards right now and he is really doing a good job this year.” 
 
On how effective Oakland’s run game was in the first meeting with the team this season 
“They ran the ball effectively against us. The extra tackles are employed by a lot of teams and people use that. There are certainly some advantages to it, 
there are also some disadvantages to it, but for them it is a part of their offense and what they do and something that we are already preparing for and we 
have adjustments for on the defensive front.” 
 
On the success of Arizona’s rushing attack in the fourth quarter 
“There were a bunch of missed tackles in there. Our defense played so well in the first three quarters and then in the fourth quarter we let them get out on a 
few long runs and just missed tackles. I know our defense is an incredibly prideful group and those guys are sitting in there and they watch that tape and 
they felt as though they let each other down on those plays.” 
 
On how CB Perrish Cox is handling the allegations against him 
“I haven’t talked to him about that. The visit we had the other day, he was serious about. He understood the severity of the situation that he is in and he 
understood that he has a lot of things that he has to continue to do to comply with gathering the facts and the information, but other than that I haven’t 
spoken to him.” 
 
On why Cox is playing  
“Because at this point in time all the facts have to be gathered and all the information has to be gathered. I think until we complete that process, to make any 
decision outside of what our organization has already gathered and we have discussed — there have been lengthy discussions within the organization. It 
wasn’t something that was lightly handled. It was conversations with (Owner) Mr. Bowlen and (COO) Joe Ellis and everyone involved in this to make an 
organizational decision. At this point in time, we felt like that playing him is the right thing to do.”  
 
On how he personally feels about the allegations against Cox 
“That is not for me to judge that. My position here is to continue to gather all the facts and support Perrish in what is going on, but to pass judgment is not my 
place.” 
 
 


