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INTERIM HEAD COACH ERIC STUDESVILLE 
 
On whether he knows who Arizona’s starting quarterback will be 
“Not that we know of. We’re monitoring that. They’re keeping that close to the vest, but we’re going along with our preparations and doing our research on all 
their possibilities and getting a game plan ready for whoever we think will be in there.” 
 
On his first full day and practice with the team 
“I think it went well for me. I haven’t talked to a lot of them to find out how it was for them. For me, it was good. The most familiar thing we do as football 
coaches is get out on the field and get around the players and coach them. That was the exciting part and it still always is. It’s the part that you enjoy the 
most. Being around them, I think they had some excitement and bounce in their step. They flew around pretty well yesterday and I thought we had a great 
practice.” 
 
On whether he’s had time to plan the way he will handle in-game situations 
“Those things have started to work into the process of what we’re going to do with game-management situations as we get further through the week in our 
game plan and get the things in there that we have to get in through tomorrow — the different segments of the game. Then, the coordinators and I will sit 
down and really go into detail about what we want to plan, what our thoughts are and what we want to do in all those game situations.” 
 
On keeping players fresh by managing their practice schedule 
“Well, what I want to do — and I said it yesterday — is that I want these guys to be fresh when we’re down in Arizona. I want them to be ready to go, 
physically. It’s a long season in the NFL, that’s just what it is. The fresher we can keep our guys, I think the better they’ll play on Sunday. So, I’m trying to get 
them as healthy as I can, as excited as I can, as ramped up as we can and get ready to go in Arizona.” 
 
On whether he thinks he will be nervous before Sunday’s game  
“I have no idea what Sunday is going to be like pregame. I haven’t even gotten there yet. Mentally, I’m not at that point yet — I’m still working on what we 
have to do today (and) what the priorities are related to the game plan. I think it’s going to be a surprise to everybody — including me — what happens on 
Sunday. I don’t think I will be very much different than I am any other (game) day, which is serious, focused and trying to give my players — the running 
backs — all the information that they need and the support they need to go out and perform. I think that’s just going to be expanded and that’s going to be 
my role, giving that to the whole team.” 
 
On who will play fullback with FB Spencer Larsen and TE Dan Gronkowski out of the lineup 
“Well, we’re going to do whatever we need to do, personnel-wise that fits us right now. Injuries are an unfortunate part of the game. It’s a physical game that 
we play in the NFL, but we’re going to put together the personnel groupings that we feel give us the best chance — whatever that is.” 
 
On whether there are players on the roster that have played fullback in the past 
“A lot of our guys are cross-trained to play more than one position. The tight ends can be fullbacks, wide receivers switch positions and things of that nature. 
So, we have — if you will — contingency plans that give us flexibility to move people. But, when we put in the game plan, we’re putting together the things 
that we feel give us the best chance, with the people that give us the best chance.” 
 
On whether he believes in playing with short-term results in mind as opposed to looking ahead to next season 
“That is 100 percent correct and that’s what I believe is the right way to do it. I don’t want to look any further ahead than where I am right now. I have a great 
opportunity with this football team to go to Arizona and I think anything past that is incredibly premature. I want to focus on this opportunity right here, right 
now getting our team ready to go to Arizona and playing our best football that we’ve played to date, and then we’ll get to next week after that and we’ll deal 
with it when it comes.” 
 
On the his plans for the Broncos’ defense  
“As a staff, we spend a lot of time looking at practice offensively and defensively. We did that with Josh (McDaniels) and that’s something that was beneficial 
to me as a coach, because you get to sit in and listen to the adjustments that the defense is talking about and what they do. But, (Defensive Coordinator 
Don) ‘Wink’ (Martindale) is going to handle that. I have complete confidence in ‘Wink’. I think ‘Wink’ is an outstanding football coach and he’s going to do a 
great job with those guys. My role with ‘Wink’ is going to be there to support him and listen to him. If he asks for suggestions on situations, (I’ll give) input to 
that. But, we’ll have already probably discussed a lot of those ahead of time and know what the situations are going in. I just want him to coach and get 
those guys on the defensive side of the ball to coach — (Secondary Coach) Ed Donatell has a ton of experience in this league, he’s done a great job. 
(Defensive Line Coach) Wayne Nunnely is certainly an experienced football coach and we have (Assistant Linebackers Coach) Roman Phifer and 
(Defensive Assistant Coach) Craig Aukerman and (Coaching Assistant) Jay Rodgers over there. We have great football coaches (on defense) and I’m going 
to let them coach.” 
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On how he is preparing for the game-day management aspect of the job 
“Over the years, I’ve kept a list of different situations that come up from every head coach I’ve ever been around. They all have situations that we practice 
and go through in preparation, whether it’s on Saturday morning or a situation from camp. I have a lot of those lists and things and I’m going to run down 
through those — as many as you can — because there’s no way to possibly anticipate every possible situation that is going to come up. But, what we want 
to do is to be as proactive as we can and have a plan for what we think we can control. And then, with the rest of them, we’ll rely on our football knowledge 
and our players to execute in that particular situation.” 
 
On whether he has spoken with any former coaches that he has worked under since being hired as the Broncos’ interim head coach 
“It’s been amazing, the last few days the number of people that have contacted me and have sent messages — whether it be text messages, e-mails, phone 
calls, have contacted me through my parents, my wife and all those things — that have sent congratulations, support, good luck, ‘We want the best for you.’ 
And, a bunch of those have been coaches. I talked to (former Giants head coach) Jim Fassel this morning and I talked to (former Cardinals head coach) 
Dick Tomey last night, who gave me my first opportunity to start in coaching, and had a fantastic conversation with him. To go back and visit with him was 
great. I’ve received tremendous support from everybody. I’ve reached out to a number of people. As I told you yesterday, I haven’t had a lot of time to have 
many social thoughts. Pretty much everything I’m focused on is what we need to do with this football team today — practice, preparation and getting ready 
for Arizona.” 
 
On how many messages he has received 
“I have no idea. It’s a bunch — more than I’ve had in a long time. I feel kind of popular right now (laughing). I’d say a couple hundred probably between all 
the different methods of contacting an individual that there are now.” 
 
On whether he will have more family and friends in attendance at Sunday’s game  
“No, I think at the game I’m going to be worried on just getting myself there and just staying focused on what I need to do at the game (laughing). Everything 
else — I think that’s where I’m going to kind of focus everything this week and we’ll take it week by week from there.” 
 
On whether running the ball is less important today than it was 10-15 years ago 
“I don’t think it ever is. I think the running game is critical to the offense. I just believe that, probably because I (was) a running backs coach and that keeps 
guys in my room happier when you are a running back coach and you are handing it to them. But, I think you have to do both. I think you have to be a 
complementary football team. I think you have to be able to run and throw it. I think the play-action passes come off of the run, which is a way you can get 
big plays down the field and make safeties run up on the ball. I think you have to be able to run the football and I think that if you want to be a physical 
football team — it’s a physical game. It’s a physical game and the most physical part of the game is the running game.” 
 
On whether the Broncos are built personnel-wise to have a successful running game 
“We’re going to do whatever we can to win football games. If that’s running the ball, we’re going to run the ball. If we need to throw it, we’re going to throw it. 
We’re going to do whatever puts our team in the best position to win football games.” 
 
On the progression of RB Knowshon Moreno 
“I think certainly time has gotten him healthier. I think he’s healthy now. But, he’s always been a smart guy in the classroom and knowing what to do with our 
system. I just think the more you do anything, the better you get at it. He’s been out there in practice more, he’s played more in games, he’s got more game 
reps and I think that’s been the difference from the beginning of the season until now.” 
 
On whether he has discussed coaching the running backs with Coaching Assistant Brian Callahan, who has taken over that role 
“(He) has helped us — when I say us — the running backs, throughout the year. He comes over during individual periods, so he’s heard some of the things I 
talk about. That’s a hard thing, because (the running backs) are kind of my guys and I’m kind of territorial about those guys, but he’s done a great job and I 
help him out where I can. I instill some things, I make some comments — we talked about things even this morning, ‘Look at it this way, look at it that way.’ 
He’s an outstanding young football coach and this is a great opportunity for him and I’m just trying to support him and he’s done a great job so far.” 
 
On whether the fans will notice anything different from the team this week  
“We’re going to do things that give us the best chance to win the football game. What those things are, we’re going to keep to ourselves until Sunday. But, 
we’re going to go out, we’re going to prepare the best we can and we’re going to play as hard as we can and put a great product on the field that’s full of 
effort and intensity. (We’re going to) run around and fly around and make (Broncos Owner) Mr. Bowlen and the fans of Denver proud.” 
 


