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INTERIM HEAD COACH ERIC STUDESVILLE 
 
Opening comments 
“Good morning. Just to start out — we started our preparation for the Cardinals this morning. I had the opportunity to meet with the team and the support staff and 
had a great meeting. I just kind of outlined me, what my vision is, what the expectations are, where we are going to go and how we are going to go about things. I laid 
out the schedule for the guys a little bit so they have an idea of what is going to transpire. I think they are excited, I am continuing to be excited, still excited after 
yesterday and looking forward to this weekend. We are obviously ready to get to work. 
 
“As far as the Cardinals go, that is a tremendous organization. (Head Coach) Ken Whisenhunt has done a fantastic job in there. In the last few years with the playoff 
wins that they have had down there, their ability to go to the playoffs, the success that they have had getting down near the red zone and those kinds of things have 
been outstanding. And, obviously, they had a successful year last year losing to the eventual Super Bowl Champion in the (New Orleans) Saints, but he has had a lot 
of success as an offensive coach from his time in Pittsburgh and he has continued that down there with the Cardinals. Their offense is potent. They have two 
outstanding wide receivers in (Larry) Fitzgerald and (Steve) Breaston and we are already addressing those issues that we have and what we are going to do with 
them. They have two talented running backs. I think (RB) Beanie Wells and (RB) Tim Hightower are really good football players and good running backs. The 
offensive line — any time you have a guy like (OL) Alan Faneca anchoring that group of people you know that there is going to be a high level of accountability in that 
group so we are going to be ready for the challenge there. Probably the biggest challenge we have is we don’t know who is going to be the quarterback, and that is 
probably as hard as anything. Who are we going to prepare for? But, we know somebody is going to be in there taking the snap and we will be ready for them, 
whoever that is. On the defensive side of the ball — (DT Darnell) Dockett and (LB Joey) Porter — Joey Porter was at Miami when I was in Buffalo so I am familiar 
with him and Darnell Dockett is a fantastic football player. He has done a great job in his sack totals in the last few years. (LB) Paris Lenon is playing great at 
linebacker, leading the team in tackles and then in the back end they have a lot of veteran experience with (S) Kerry Rhodes and (S) Adrian Wilson back there at 
safety. Then in the kicking game, (K Jay) Feely has been outstanding this year. He missed only one field goal, a 54-yard attempt this year, and obviously (RB LaRod) 
Stephens-Howling is really tearing up in the kickoff return. He has done a nice job with them getting field position for their offense and when they come on the field. 
So, we have a great challenge this weekend and I think our guys are up to it, I know they are up to it. We have already started the preparation, they are fired up, the 
coaches are fired up, I am excited, and really where we are focused today is we want to go out on the practice field and we want to have a great day of preparation 
(and) do everything we can today. We will look at the tape, evaluate it, make corrections and adjustments — whatever we need to do — and get ready for tomorrow 
and have another good day tomorrow.  
 
As far as injuries go for us, (S) Brian Dawkins will be out, (WR) Demaryius Thomas will be out and (FB) Spencer Larsen will out this week. We are going to practice 
with (S) Darcel McBath and (CB) André Goodman will be back with us today. We are going to get them on the field and go a little bit and see how they are and 
hopefully they will be able to contribute for us. Then, we added (LB) Lee Robinson, (who) came up to the 53-man roster and we added (TE) Daniel Coats a tight end 
to the 53-man squad and then we signed (RB) Jeremiah Johnson a running back from Oregon (who) will be our practice squad running back. Daniel Coats is going to 
wear No. 85 and Jeremiah Johnson is going to wear No. 37 for you.” 
 
On the vision he laid out for his players this morning 
“The expectation is the same one that I had yesterday. The two things — I am going to demand and expect excellence from everybody in the group and I’m going to 
expect effort. We have to play hard, we have to work. We have a lot of work to do. This is a tremendous opponent and is a good football team and we want to do 
everything we can to prepare for them. I told them that I want them to enjoy their teammates, let’s have a great practice, let’s be sharp, let’s get to work, because we 
can’t have success if we don’t start with work. I feel like they bought in. They had a great walkthrough right now and are ready to go to work.” 
 
On what he discussed with his team captains 
“I met with the captains first thing this morning before the team meeting and really what I wanted to do was just kind of open those lines of communication. Some of 
those guys don’t know me very well, so it was a chance for me to sit and just talk with them other than a casual conversation or hello. But, what I wanted to do was 
kind of outline for them what the plan was as far as where I think we need to make some adjustments, some of the things we needed to do, and bounce ideas off of 
them. I really want their feedback. This is a tremendous veteran group of captains here, and so I am going to lean on them. I told them that and I need them to lead. I 
need them to lead; we need to them to lead more so probably than they have at this point in time because we all need it. It was a great meeting with them, it was a 
good start and we will continue to do more talking with them and find out what is on their minds. I told them it is an open line of communication.” 
 
On some of the suggestions he shared with the captains 
“There weren’t a lot of suggestions this morning. I think most of this morning was them kind of looking at me trying to figure out what I am going to do. Who is this guy 
that is sitting in front of me that I see in the lunch room and now all of a sudden he is the head football coach? Same thing that I did with the players — I was honest, I 
was upfront with them, I told them what I thought as openly and honestly as I could and then we are going to try and go out and do that on the practice field here this 
week as we get ready for the Cardinals and we are going to try and do the same things Sunday when we line up against the Cardinals.” 
 
On LB D.J. Williams’ health 
“He has been getting treatment on it regularly. (Head Athletic Trainer) ‘Greek’ (Steve Antonopulos) hasn’t indicated anything to me that it is a problem at this point in 
time, so we are looking forward to him being out there and playing.”  
 
On S Brian Dawkins’ injury 
“We don’t know. He is doing the rehab on his leg right now, and that is what (Head Athletic Trainer) ‘Greek’ (Steve Antonopulos) and the training staff is handling. We 
would certainly love to have him on the field because of his leadership ability and I know Brian Dawkins will be out there when Brain Dawkins can be out there, with 
the intense competitor that he is. Right now, he is doing everything he can to get back on the field.” 
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On what he told the players about what they have to play for 
“We are professionals. This is what we do, and I told them in the team meeting this morning that my expectation is that we are going to prepare like professionals, we 
are going to be here, we are going to do everything we can and we are going to put a product on the field that gives us a chance to win this football game. We are not 
cutting any corners; we are not letting up for any reason regardless of what our situation is. We have a great opportunity to play a football game this weekend. This is 
what we have been doing since we were kids, we love this, this is what we chose to do as a profession, and we have a responsibility to put our best foot forward and 
prepare ourselves and go out and play this football game on Sunday.” 
 
On his plan over the next four weeks 
“It is all evolving. Everything that I am doing right now is brand new. Every day is a new experience for me, and what I am trying to share with them is that we do have 
a plan. I want them to know that things are organized, that they feel structure, (and) that they know what is coming up. I don’t’ want any surprises for them and I don’t 
want them to be uneasy. I want them to be able to come here — they know the routine already. They know what the need to do in the game preparation, they know 
that today is a base game plan, they know that tomorrow is third down, they know red zone and goal line is on Friday, and we are going tighten everything up on 
Saturday and then we are going to get on the plane and go to Arizona. So, they understand the schedule part of it. What I want them to know is that I have 
confidence and that I have a plan and the structure and organization for them that we are not just going to haphazardly do stuff. We are not just going to walk thought 
the locker room and say, “Hey, let’s maybe go out on the practice field in 15 minutes.” It is organized, it is structured and they know what they can get from me and 
the coaching staff and we are ready to go.” 
 
On whether he has looked at what the Vikings and Cowboys have done since hiring an interim coach 
“I have been completely consumed with everything in this building right here to be honest with you. I have great respect for (Vikings Interim Coach) Leslie Frazier and 
(Cowboys Interim Coach) Jason Garrett. Jason was a player when I was at New York, so I think the world of Jason, but my entire focus has been on everything that 
is transpiring in this building right here.” 
 
On whether he has gotten much sleep since being named interim head coach 
“I have gotten enough. I am running on a lot of adrenaline right now. I am excited, I am happy, and it is just a great experience for me. I am just trying to embrace 
every minute of it. The biggest thing that I want to do is I want to make sure that the players are put in the best possible position to be successful.” 
 
On where Offensive Coordinator Mike McCoy will be during the game 
“He is going to be on the field. He is going to be down on the field. I don’t want to change a whole lot of things. I don’t think we need to. I think we have run efficiently 
in the games as far as mechanics of how we do things — communication on the sidelines — and I don’t see any need to change that.” 
 
On the team’s response when he addressed them for the first time 
“I don’t know. It was quiet. There were a lot of eyes staring at me, but I think they listened. I think they were interested to see what I was going to say to them and I 
hope they took to heart the fact that I don’t come with any pretenses. I told them exactly what I feel, exactly what I think and outlined for them what I think we are 
going to do and it was a great thing.” 
 
On how the staff has reacted to him so far 
“They were in there (team meeting) too, everybody was in there. The support I have gotten has been tremendous. There is not a person in this building that hasn’t 
come and said, ‘Hey good job, good luck, whatever you need, whatever we can do to help, let us know.’ Everyone has been fantastic from top to bottom. From 
(Owner) Mr. Bowlen all the way down, and it makes me feel good because it gives me a lot of confidence, as much confidence as I can have at this point in time with 
all the things that are going on. But, it has been great. The players have been great, the staff has behind me, they jumped in and went straight to work this morning 
exactly as we talked about and we trying to get ready for the Arizona Cardinals.” 
 
On whether he sensed any kind of relief from the team 
“In my mind, I know what we have to do right now. So, I haven’t really taken a look. I hope nobody is relaxing because I am not relaxed. That was yesterday 
afternoon when we got done with everything here yesterday and I could go put on some sweats and some tennis shoes and get back to coaching football because 
that is what I know. I just want these guys to understand that the expectations we have are incredibly high. We are professionals, we have to go out there, we have a 
job to do and we are going to do that job to the best of our abilities. When you get back to the football stuff, that is certainly the easiest part of what we do — at least 
what I do — and the most comfortable. The team — I want them to be focused. I don’t want them to let up. I don’t want them to feel as though, “Aw man, this isn’t 
important, the little details.” Absolutely not, just the opposite. As a matter of fact, the attention to details is critical right now for us, maybe more so than any other 
time.”  
On whether RB Jeremiah Johnson was a player he knew in the past 
“No, we had a practice squad spot and we decided, talking to (General Manager) Brian (Xanders) and the player pro personnel people, that this was a young guy that 
we wanted to take a look at, so we decided to bring him in. He is a talented young man, and (we wanted to) give him a shot and see what it looks like.” 
 
On preparing for Arizona QB John Skelton 
“As far as the quarterback situation in Arizona, we are going to do all our researches we can, find out what we need to know and be as prepared as we can (be). He 
is a quarterback in the NFL so he is going to take snaps in this game and we are going to consider him a talented player and we have to get ready for that. 
Somebody is going to take those snaps this weekend, so we have to get ready. I am much more focused and I know (Defensive Coordinator) “Wink” (Martindale) is 
also on what we have to do. It is not just that quarterback; we have to stop the run game, we have to know what to do with those two wide receivers they have 
running around up there and then we are going to have to play tough upfront against that big offensive line that they have. We have numerous challenges and we are 
just going to take one thing at a time and get ready.”  


