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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
Opening comments 
“(CB André) Goodman will still be out this week, (WR Demaryius) Thomas will also be out this week and it looks like (S Brian) Dawkins will probably miss this week 
as well. (S Darcel) McBath could have a chance to be back this week. We had some other injuries — (LB Joe) Mays was fighting through some stuff, (WR Jabar) 
Gaffney, (S David) Bruton and (DL Kevin) Vickerson, but I think all those guys should be OK as we get ready to play Kansas City this week. 
 
“On the game, we felt like we got off to another fast start. Our ability to do that now for three weeks has been a positive. We ran the ball well, for the most part, during 
the course of the day, executed in the red area and got ahead — which is something that we’ve been talking about a lot throughout the entire season. We missed 
some opportunities early in the game — a couple screen plays, a deep ball to (WR Brandon) Lloyd there in the end zone — we had a couple of opportunities to score 
touchdowns instead of field goals and didn’t convert on those, which kind of came back to haunt us a little bit later.” 
 
“Offensively, the biggest area of concern was third down, where we had two third downs of 10 or less (yards) and everything else was third down-and-10 or more. We 
knew going into the game that (St. Louis) is one of the better defenses in all of football when you play the game in third-and-long and we proceeded to try to play it 
that way. (It is) definitely something that has hurt us — when we have played the games in third-and-long, we haven’t had much success — and we didn’t again 
yesterday. 
 
“Defensively, we were really focused on trying to stop (Rams RB) Steven Jackson and I thought we did a good job of really limiting his yards per carry — I think it was 
a 2.5 average. We let him around the corner a couple of times, but I think by and large, we did a nice job of trying to contain him and their running game. The three 
reverses really kind of got us off track there a little bit. They did a really nice job of setting those up and we didn’t play them very well either. I think defensively, a lot 
of it came down to big plays. I think (St. Louis) had 12 plays for 297 yards. Any time you’re going to do that, you’re really not forcing the other team to drive the ball 
and make a lot of consistent third-down conversions, because we gave up too many chunks of yardage on those (plays). There are a number of reasons for that, but 
I think by and large, big plays and third downs — offensively — were the two biggest areas of concern yesterday. 
 
“In the kicking game, there was some good stuff — had a good day punting the football against what we thought was a very good returner (Rams WR Danny 
Amendola). Their punting game had been one of the best in all of football, and we thought we did a nice job of trying to put some pressure on (Rams P Donnie 
Jones). Bruton made a great play at the end of the game. We tried to rush more than a few times and David got there at the end and almost had a chance for a huge 
swing. They gave us an opportunity to at least have some decent field position. We didn’t really do much on our kickoff-return team — they kicked the ball well, they 
covered well and we didn’t do a good job of giving (WR) Eddie (Royal) an opportunity to get out there.  
 
“(It was) disappointing, but as I mentioned yesterday, I appreciate the effort and the fight that we had going into the second half. We didn’t turn it around in the third 
quarter like we had talked about at halftime, but I think our guys continued to play hard and just couldn’t make enough plays. St. Louis deserves a lot of credit — 
they’re very well coached and I thought they played a great game yesterday.” 
 
On LB Robert Ayers 
“I’d say there is still some rust from the time off, but I thought he did make some plays. He did a good job of setting the edge — (he) got caught on the one reverse 
inside and let the ball around the corner. But, I thought he’s getting back into that physical part of his game, which I think is really the thing that you can’t work on for 
six or seven weeks when you’re not out there practicing. He started to make some strides as the game went on in some of his bull-rush techniques and like I said, did 
a decent job in the running game.” 
 
On whether St. Louis made adjustments after Denver’s quick start 
“Sometimes I think adjustments — one way or another — can get, I don’t want to say overvalued, but the game might not encounter a lot of adjustments, in terms of 
huge swings in their game plan or our game plan. Yesterday, I don’t believe that they really changed dramatically what they were doing from the very beginning of the 
game, as the game went on. They made a few more negative plays on us with the things they were trying to do, which forced us into the third down-and-longs, which 
is why we couldn’t stay on the field offensively. In those three drives at the beginning of the game where we moved the ball very effectively, I think we only had two 
third downs, period — and they were two third-downs at the very end of the drive that we ended up kicking the field goals right after. Other than that, I think we had 
run 26 plays — or whatever it was — and only had two third-down conversions. And, that was because we were staying on schedule and converting on first and 
second down and doing a nice job of being productive there. The game kind of went in some swings too — late in the game, we had a lot of big plays on them in 
different areas and different settings in the fourth quarter. But, I think they had a specific idea of what they wanted to do and they didn’t really vary tremendously from 
that. We just have to stay out of negative situations and that’s really what killed us yesterday.” 
 
On making adjustments throughout a game 
“(On) some of those, there is a give and take sometimes. If you go into the game and you want to stop something very specifically and you are actually getting it 
taken care of, you are feeling comfortable about going away from it and then all of a sudden you open up a different can of worms. We talked a lot during the week 
about really not letting (Rams RB Steven) Jackson get going, and we felt like we were doing a great job as the game went along. Now, if we would have changed 
some of our coverage schemes and what we were trying to do in the back end, then they might have had a lot more success running the football with him, and now 
you are going back and forth. What we were trying to do was tighten up some of the coverage in the coverages that we were using, and we pressured a lot 
yesterday. We were trying to put some pressure on them — we dropped a safety down in the box a lot and had some success at times. But, the big plays — again, 
the big plays on defense are just like the negative plays on offense. They are the ones that really make the game hard on you, and we gave too many in both 
situations.” 
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On LB Joe Mays 
“Joe has really done a nice job inside of helping us. He is a physical guy and he has really played that way for us. I think that has been a big presence inside for us. 
He has allowed, and one of the things we talked about last week, he has allowed (LB) Mario (Haggan) to move out to the outside where Mario has been very 
productive the last few weeks too, and I think that is kind of a product of Joe Mays playing inside. Joe is a very unselfish player. He still played plenty in the kicking 
game yesterday for us too, so he is doing everything we ask him to do and then some and he is always ready to go. We are really glad to have him on our team.” 
 
On reports of information leaking from a staff meeting 
“I apologize (for) yesterday. I know you asked that question after the game and I didn’t really have time to — I didn’t even know really the whole situation there. I don’t 
believe that to be the case. I think that, just to clarify, our staff meetings (and) our squad meetings are very private things and very important to me and to them. I 
think the things that we talk about in there are supposed to be for our staff and our squad. So, to hear something out there about something that was said is 
disappointing. Again, I don’t know exactly what that was or who said it and I am not going to go chasing ghosts about what that is. I have l a lot of faith and trust in our 
staff. I believe in them very much and I know they are going to work extremely hard here this week and the rest of the season as we go forward. For the most part, I 
couldn’t be any more pleased with the dedication that they have shown me, and that is the attitude I am going to take towards them.” 
 
On dealing with criticism 
“Nobody likes to have that kind of attention — certainly I’m not oblivious to that. I’m human and I know what we’re about here, I know what I’m about here and the 
one thing I can do is try to control the things that I can control and focus on what I can focus on and do my job. And, live the right way and do the right things and try 
to continually do that with our football team and try to provide a positive influence and a positive source of leadership for this team and this organization and that’s 
what I’m going to focus on and that’s what I’m going to do.” 
 
On whether he believes that something was leaked from a staff meeting 
“I don’t know. Like I said, I haven’t followed that and I’m not going to follow that up. I know that those things are very private and I would like them to stay that way.” 
 
On whether he’s concerned about his job security 
“It’s not my decision and not something that’s in my control. I’m just going to worry about what I can focus on and try to control the things that I can control.” 
 
On the Broncos’ defense 
“I can’t speak to it before (2009). I know that constancy is something that the more consistent you are with what you’re doing in your scheme, the more consistent you 
are playing it, the more times you line up and play the same thing, the better you get at it. I think that’s been one of our issues this season, our overall consistency as 
a team and defensively, I think is no different. There have been three of four games where I think we limited (Chiefs RB) Jamaal Charles, (Titans RB) Chris Johnson 
and (Rams RB) Steven Jackson to 2.5 yards per carry and then there are other games where we don’t play the same and give up production to different backs and 
different teams that we haven’t done all season, in that regard. It’s not that we haven’t played well, it’s that we haven’t done it consistently enough and I think that 
there are a lot of reasons that you are consistent at something.” 
 
On the impact changing defensive coordinators has on defensive continuity 
“I think that the continuity is something that is important with players and with coaches. I think the more you change, the more you have to get used to something 
different. The more you can continue to try to build on something and work with the same people, I think the better chance you have of those people improving in that 
scheme or in that system and trying to get used to one another. Let’s face it; we have to have a lot of people working together on a game day to be productive. It’s 
not just going to happen if three guys are doing the right thing or seven guys are doing the right thing. It has to be that we’re all coached the right way to do the right 
things. When we see them (work well), we have 11 guys execute that the right way and that’s why it’s such a great team game, because there is no one-man band 
here, you have to have 11 guys do the right thing and when you do, that’s why it’s so great when you execute it the right way, because it is rewarding.” 
 
On the factors behind the team’s record this season 
“I think that when you’re 3-8, or when you’re not playing as well as you want to play, I think the responsibility for that falls a number of places. I’ll be the first one to 
stand up and say, ‘I can do a better job doing what I’m doing,’ but I think that again, this is a team game — a situation where you have to have a lot of people do the 
right thing and execute it at a high level. We’re playing against really well-coached and really well-put-together teams that play hard every week, too. There are no 
excuses — everybody else has injuries, everybody else has to fight through adversities, everybody else has to play home games and road games, everybody else 
has to deal with in-game problems or something that comes up on game day and everybody else — every once in awhile — gets outplayed or outcoached, because 
that’s just this league and it’s so competitive. It’s not luck either — it’s not luck. You have to make yourself win in this league. You don’t just try to get close and then 
hope. That’s a bad game plan and I think our guys are still determined to try to go out there and play good football and coach good football — and that’s what it 
comes down to.” 
 
On deciding not to put CB André Goodman on injured reserve 
“We’re hoping that André will be ready to go here shortly. That’s the best thing I can say.” 


