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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
Opening comments 
“A couple things on the injuries to report: First, (CB André) Goodman will still be out this week, (WR) Demaryius Thomas will also be out this week and (S) 
Darcel McBath will be out this week. Those three have no chance of playing (vs. St. Louis on Sunday). For the most part, we had some bumps and bruises 
but we’re hopeful that most everybody else will be ready. (LB Robert) Ayers was close (to playing against San Diego) — it was a tough decision. We just felt 
like it was going to change a lot of the things that we would have done in the game had we started him in the game and then he couldn’t continue to go. We 
felt like it would have affected a couple packages defensively and what we were doing in the kicking game, in terms of (LB) Kevin (Alexander) and (LB) 
Jason (Hunter’s) role with what they did in special teams too. Give Robert another week here and hopefully we’ll have him at full strength or close to full 
strength this week for St. Louis. 
 
“Again, I want to give credit to San Diego. They coached a great game and made adjustments in the game that did some things that took some things away 
that we wanted to do and found some ways to create some mismatches against us when they were on offense. They did a nice job of shoring up some 
things in their special-teams units, which had been an area where people had taken advantage of them. We certainly tried to do some of those things, both 
in rushing the punter and the return game. (WR) Eddie (Royal) had a nice return in the punting game but (we) didn’t make enough plays to say that we came 
out of that game winning that phase. They did a nice job of designing the fake punt and created some momentum there for themselves. We had some 
momentum at that point of the game and that fake punt certainly changed that a little bit. We tried to get out to a fast start and (I) thought we did that, but 
once that was done with and over, we really didn’t sustain much of anything in any area deserve a lot of credit for the way they played.” 
 
On taking necessary precautions with LB D.J. William’s concussion 
“We’ll always go through it. We’ve had enough of them where I just feel better about doing it that way, no matter what, just so we don’t end up with a 
situation where — we’ve seen a few recently (in the NFL) where guys have had concussions and then they’re going back in the game and they get tackled 
and don’t really get hit in the head and all of the sudden they’re on the slide line again with a concussion. So, we want to make sure we’re smart about that 
because not only is it for the good of the players’ health, but also for the team. If you take a guy and he gets bumped on the first play of the game…and all of 
the sudden you’re down a guy. So, we’re going to take every precaution with a head injury” 
 
On whether there is a possibility that André Goodman goes to the injured reserve list  
“No, we’re not going that direction. Definitely feel like he has a chance to come back and help us at this point. So, we’re going to keep that alive.” 
 
On LB Robert Ayers pushing to get back on the field as soon as possible 
“I’m happy that he was feeling that way. He’s a competitive person, he’s missed playing for a number of weeks now and wants to get back out there and help 
his team. It isn’t an easy decision to decide that the best thing is to not play him for a number of different reasons. But, I’ll give him credit — he went out 
there and worked hard in the pregame warm-ups and then wanted to play, but I just don’t think that was the best thing for us last night.” 
 
On whether it was easier to hold LB Robert Ayers out of the game due to the play of the other outside linebackers 
“No, he’s one of our starting linebackers, there is no doubt about it. When he’s back there and he’s healthy, I think he’ll really provide a lot of help. It’s just 
when you have different packages defensively and one of those guys is going to fit in there, and then all of the sudden you take one of them out of the game 
three plays into the game due to an injury, it could really impact the way the game is played. So, we just didn’t feel good enough last night that (he could play 
the whole game), so we went the other direction.” 
 
On how tough it is to go through losses like he has experienced this season 
“It is not fun, there’s no doubt about it. I don’t think anybody in here is happy about it, but no one (else) cares either. It is about trying to come back in here 
and go to work tomorrow and get ready to play St. Louis. We are still not out of anything yet, even though the standings don’t look the way we would like 
them to look at this point. That is doing your job and every one of us is accountable to do that and we have to come in here and put forth our best effort, 
prepare hard, and see what happens.” 
 
On if there are situations where he would play QB Tim Tebow to gain experience 
“We haven’t had too many situations like that. There is a lot that could go into it. I think each game is different, depending on — I think we have had the one 
game against Kansas City where you felt like maybe there is a situation there, but there were some other things that played into that. We are not adverse to 
doing it, we just haven’t had many opportunities to do that this year.” 
 
On whether he would start Tebow if the team was out of playoff contention 
“I don’t know. I’m not willing to go there. That is not the case right now, so we will think about that when that happens, but it is not on our minds right now.” 
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On whether he is surprised at what St. Louis QB Sam Bradford has been able to do this season 
“No, Sam is a mature young man, very gifted athletically, (and) very deserving of where he was selected in the draft. I think they are putting him in positions 
to be very successful. They are asking him to do some things that some first-year quarterbacks don’t do, and he is handling that responsibility very well. He 
throws the ball accurately. He is very tough, stands in the pocket and makes a lot of throws that are critical throws in games. A big thing is he really hasn’t 
hurt his team, and for a young player to play in this league and to see all the different things that you could see — San Diego I think blitzed him the first 18 
snaps of the game, and I’m sure he was the reason why they did that. He stood in there, handled it, didn’t turn the ball over, and he is playing at a 
competitive level to allow them to win football games. I think he certainly doesn’t resemble a rookie, if you will. If you try to do too many things and get cute 
with him, he has hurt some teams, no question about it. So, it’s a big challenge for us this week again.” 
 
On Bradford’s recent streak of passes without an interception streak 
“That is big time. I mean, when you do that — that is in the middle of making plays, too. It is not like they are just throwing screens and check downs. If that 
was the case, maybe it wouldn’t be as impressive. But, he is throwing the ball down the field, he is throwing double moves, he is standing in there against 
the blitz, he is converting third-and-13s. This is not a team that has made this offense so simple that you can’t make mistakes. They are asking a lot of this 
guy, and he has responded very well. Like I said, one of the most impressive things is the way that he handles situations that aren’t ideal because a lot of 
people could throw interceptions and turn the football over and say, ‘I’m a rookie.’ He has not done that, and that is a big credit to him.”  
 
On what the Chargers did differently on defense after the Broncos’ opening possession  
“They are a team that has pressured 40 percent or 38 percent of the time. They pressured us on the first drive. We didn’t pick everything up cleanly, but we 
hurt them. They pressured and we hit them on three passes in a row to start the game. They made some adjustments in terms of not pressuring as much. 
They tried to take away some of the outside perimeter passes that we had some success with early in the game, and have had some success with during 
the course of the season. Now, that took some adjusting on their part because they had to leave some of their comfort zone, I am sure, and go to some 
different things, but that was something they tried to do and we tried to combat it. We didn’t do it very well, and the game ended up becoming more of a 
catch-up game for us. At that point, the adjustments kind of went out the window; you are trying to catch up and play fast and those kinds of things to 
maximize the amount of possessions you get. Once that happens, your game plan has changed dramatically. They deserve a lot of credit for doing that and 
making those adjustments. We made some adjustments and tried to counter, and it didn’t always work as effectively as we would have liked for it to, but that 
is the way the game went.” 
 
On the ability of San Diego LB Shaun Phillips to disrupt the passing game 
“He was disruptive, and they didn’t need to pressure. He got some pressure on us without blitzing, and that is always tough. When you can cover receivers 
and try to take receivers away with rolled coverage to them and try to jam them at the line of scrimmage and you are getting pressure at the same time — 
that can create some problems. So, there are things we can do better, no doubt about it in the game that we didn’t do last night very well. But, again, they 
made some adjustments and they worked because of the guys they had and made them go.” 
 
On how he gauges where the team is right now 
“Each week is different and it is very apparent to most of us that see a number of games each week and watch tape — one team beats somebody by 30 and 
that team goes and beats somebody else by 20 — you try to put those together and you will drive yourself crazy. I think really each week comes down to 
how you prepare, how you set up your game plan, how you execute it on Sunday, and the team that does a better job of doing those things, which there is 
not two of them, there is a number of them — when you do a lot of them well and the other team doesn’t it, you have got a good chance to win the game. I 
would say more times than not, teams are going to go in and do some things well and some other things not so well, and it is going to be competitive. But, 
the games that we failed to do enough of those things right, we have fallen behind and the game has kind of gotten out of hand and that is certainly no way 
to try and win games in this league. So, it is still a week-to-week thing. We have to come in and prepare hard this week, and if we do a good job of doing that 
and execute our game plan on Sunday I am sure we will be in good shape and it will be a competitive game, but if we don’t, it doesn’t matter who you are 
playing, they are going to be well prepared and well coached and have good players too and they have to come in and put their best effort into it too.” 
 
On his evaluation of the team’s talent level 
“We have been competitive with a lot of good football teams and then there has been other stretches where it hasn’t looked that way. I understand the 
question can come from those situations. There is nobody who is real happy with the way we have performed in a couple of those games, including 
yesterday. But, I think we have had a lot of stretches this season where we have been extremely competitive against very good football teams, and we know 
we can play that way. The problem right now is to be able to do it consistently. If we don’t do it more consistently, we are not going to improve enough to win 
a number of games down the stretch, which is certainly what we hope we could do.” 
 
On the causes of inconsistency 
“There is not one cause. A lot of things go into success in a football game — the game plan against their game plan, play call against whatever they have 
called, the ability to execute the call against their call, an adjustment that you have to make on the field, an adjustment that you have to make during the 
game, injuries — there are a number of different things that can affect consistency and your ability to perform well. If it was just one thing, it would be a 
simple answer but that is why this game is not a simple game.” 
 


