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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
On LB Mario Haggan 
“He gives great effort all of the time. Some of the plays that he made the other day were really great-effort plays. Some of them were a scramble-type 
situation and he’s just playing as hard as he possibly can, the quarterback hangs on to the ball and Mario found the football. I think this defense is really a 
perfect fit for Mario because it’s a downhill, hit-them-in-the-face, physical style of defense. He was always a very good special-teams player because that 
was the type of game that he played. I know he played in some 4-3 defenses, really before last year. So, this was really a perfect fit for him to find a role in a 
3-4.”  
 
On which positions LB Mario Haggan had played in 4-3 defenses before coming to Denver 
“There was some ‘Sam’ there and some ‘Mike’ in his background. But, I just think that being on the line of scrimmage and hitting the tight end, or being the 
‘Mike’ linebacker and doing what we ask the ‘Mike’ linebacker to do in our scheme really fit him to a ‘T.’” 
 
On why it took time for LB Mario Haggan to become a starting linebacker in the NFL 
“I’m not sure. I think different players respond differently — sometimes there is a perfect fit, in terms of the system or the scheme with the player. Other times 
it may not be, and I’m just very happy that we have him here. He continues to make plays for us.” 
 
On the play of San Diego’s special-teams units in losses this season 
“I think they’ve given up some plays there, but I think the teams that have beaten them have generally played three good phases against San Diego. All of 
(the Chargers’ losses have) been close — I know that.  There is nobody running away with any games against this team. People have found some 
opportunities there in the kicking game and tried take advantage of some things there. But, it’s a long season. There’s a bye week and you have time to 
address different things. We addressed some things on our team and tried to fix some of those things, and I’m sure San Diego did some of those things on 
every phase of its team. We’re going to try to do what we feel is in the best interest of trying to win the game. Whether that be return (or) rush — in terms of 
covering kicks — same thing. They hurt us significantly last year in the kicking game in our first game with (RB Darren) Sproles, and we had a couple plays 
against them too. The special teams have factored into our games with them, played a big role, and I’m sure it will be no different this week.”   
 
On K Matt Prater’s ability to kick the ball into the end zone  
“I think we had two touchbacks and three tackles inside the 20 (yard line), so in some cases it probably worked out better for us (to not have touchbacks). As 
long as we have a team that is going to cover fast and be aggressive and disciplined, Matt usually gives us an opportunity to get down there and cover the 
things at the 20, or potentially inside the 20. In many cases, that is just as good. As the weather gets cold, you can’t anticipate that many touchbacks anyway 
because it is hard to kick them like that, but I think Matt is doing a fine job.” 
 
On WR Brandon Lloyd  
“Brandon has always had great ability. I know that I had an opportunity to be at his workout when he was coming out of Illinois. He was very impressive then 
— always has been a great athlete, great hands and great leaping ability — the traits that you look for from an explosive type of receiver. I can’t comment on 
the things that he has gone through in his past, in terms of being on other teams, in terms of why it didn’t work one place or another. I just think that his skill 
set is a good fit for what we are trying to do with him, and I think he has embraced that role. Again, to his credit, he endured last season, which wasn’t an 
easy season for him to go through sitting and playing on the scout team a lot and not really getting a lot of opportunities to help us in the game. He stuck with 
that and really showed a lot to his teammates and our coaching staff by doing that. Now, I think he is reaping the benefit.”  
 
On whether WR Brandon Lloyd has changed as his career has progressed  
“I don’t think so. Like I said, I know we liked him when he came out. He had the traits he has now — he is explosive, his 41-inch vertical jump, great hands, 
very smooth route runner, smart kid, very likable, great personality — that was him then and that’s what we have now. We are very fortunate to have the 
opportunity to see him have the season that he is having right now.” 
On whether teams give up on players too easily 
“I think each situation is different, I really do. It depends what you are looking for or what your expectations are and it depends what the player’s performance 
is during whatever time period that may be when you are evaluating them. I don’t think two situations are really the same in that regard.” 
 
On how close the team is to where he wanted it to be at the start of the season 
“We don’t really put a prediction on the team before the season starts in terms of, ‘Well at this stage of the season we are really hoping to be this many wins 
and this many losses.’ We just try to put together the best team we can, go out there and compete and play each game to win. The record kind of speaks for 
itself. I don’t think anybody is really thrilled with where we are at in that regard, but the attitude is that we have an opportunity to play our best football coming 
up. The other day was a good start for our team in that regard. If we can continue to move in a positive direction that way and make improvements in the 
areas that have kind of hindered us throughout the first part of the year, then really what matters is where we are where and we want to be towards the end 
of the year. I think that goal is still out there and still attainable for us, and I’m really happy with the focus that our team has, in terms of trying to keep things 
in perspective. We are not looking backwards, we are looking forward, and we know that there are an awful lot of opportunities out there in front of us.” 
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On whether he’s concerned with giving up passing yards in a victory 
“It’s kind of a pick your poison — we’ve had to do it the other way most of the year, where we’ve been out there for 70 snaps, 67 snaps a game and they’re 
running the ball 37 or 40 times on us. We haven’t had that many opportunities to put ourselves in a position where it became a one-dimensional passing 
game. I know whenever that happens, there are always multiple schools of thought — play zone, let them throw the ball, complete passes and take the clock 
up and not get it on one or two plays. Sometimes, you choose to blitz so that you don’t have to cover as many things. Although, they can make something 
happen and create a big play in that situation too. I think we were fortunate to put them in that position. I think there are certainly plays we could execute 
better so that they’re not throwing the ball for whatever (Kansas City) threw it for in the second half — 370 yards or whatever. But, I think any time you get a 
lead like that and it becomes a passing game — I think the same thing happened, I saw a little bit of the Sunday Night game too — Pittsburgh has 120 yards 
passing and then all of the sudden they end up with 370 like that (snapping his fingers), because it became that kind of a game. If we can put ourselves in 
that position again, I’m sure we wouldn’t mind it. We’ll try to play a little bit better pass defense as we go, but we’ll trade the score for some of that stuff.” 


