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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
Opening comments 
“Two (players) won’t practice today and they are out for the game on Sunday: (LB) Robert Ayers and (CB) André Goodman. Other than that, we should have 
a full group out there today at practice.” 
  
On CB André Goodman 
“I think we’re looking to continue to do what we’ve been doing, which is try to get him healthy and then get him ready to go. It’s been kind of a series of 
different things. I know that sometimes when you have a muscle-type injury, one can lead to another, even though it’s not the same place, and that may be 
what we’re dealing with. Again, I’m not a doctor, so we’re just going to try to do everything we can to get him right and whenever he is right, hopefully we’ll 
get him back out there. I know it’s frustrating to keep coming in and out and I know he’ll work as hard as he can to get back out there as soon as possible.” 
 
On whether CB Perrish Cox is healthy 
“Yes.” 
 
On whether he’s been encouraged or discouraged by the offense moving the ball well but committing untimely mistakes 
“It’s been both — I think that you take the positives and try to build on them. This last week was a good week for us to really look at some of the things that 
have hindered us in terms of finishing drives. We do feel confident that we can move the football and we’ve been able to do that and been in the red zone as 
much or more than every team but two so far, which is a good place to start, but now we have to finish (drives). We’re going to try some different things in 
terms of scheme and those kinds of things and then we have to fix some things and do them better. Sometimes it’s an execution issue, sometimes there 
might be a better play to call, but in either case, we have to do a better job of finishing the drives as we do when we start them.” 
 
On Kansas City 
“They have gotten some impact from the players that they brought in — whether that be through free agency or the draft. I think that they’re looking for a 
similar type of style — tough, smart guys that know their systems that they use in an offense and defense that are not simple. I know the style of football that 
they play and teach that you see on film is a style that you like to see from any team. They are physical on both sides of the ball. I think they share the belief 
in not beating yourself. They don’t turn the ball over much — they treat the kicking game as an extremely valuable portion of the game, which we do too, and 
they’ve made a lot of big plays in that regard. They’re not afraid to play some of their young players in big roles. They have a lot of players that are playing 
different spots for them this year that they either just drafted or just signed. I think that builds confidence in those players — they’re going to go out there and 
make mistakes and then you have to go out there and coach them, correct them and hopefully as the season progresses, you have a better player and a 
better team and I think that’s what you see with them.” 
 
On his familiarity with the Chiefs due to his background with Offensive Coordinator Charlie Weiss and Defensive Coordinator Romeo Crennel 
“When I look at what they’re doing on film, I’m very familiar with it. I understand and am probably very aware of what the call is and what they’re actually 
trying to accomplish on some of those things. They’ve tweaked and changed things like we all do, so there’s certainly plenty that I’m not familiar with, but I do 
have an awareness of both of those coaches. I know they’re going to be extremely well prepared. I know we’re going to see some things that we’ve never 
seen before and that’s part of the game, that’s what’s made them as good as what they are. I think with those two, the addition of Charlie and Romeo and 
what they do in the kicking game affects everybody. As I mentioned yesterday, this is probably the most complimentary football team that we have played, 
and I think that stems from the coaches.” 
 
On whether he is concerned with audible calls against coaches familiar with his system 
“If there was something we were doing too much of or a lot in terms of communication I think we would consider it, but I don’t think there’s anything that I 
think they would hear and say, “Oh, here it comes.” I don’t want to psych ourselves out and start doing too much of that.” 
 
On Kansas City QB Matt Cassel 
“He runs the offense, there’s no question. They have a great running game, so he does exactly what they ask him to do in that regard. I know that there’s 
definitely times where he has to get them into the right run play in their system and their offense, and he does a good job of doing that. He has also made 
some really big throws — red zone, third down, some two-minute situations where they rely on the running game to really chew up a lot of yards, and then 
ultimately when it comes down to it he has to make a play and he has done a good job of that. He has taken care of the football as well as anybody else in 
football. I think the quarterback of the team has to fit in with the philosophy of the whole group and I think that is what Matt has done. He is doing his job 
every week and whatever they ask him to do he tries to do it the best that he can.” 
 
On whether QB Kyle Orton is taking too many hits at this point in the season 
“He has. I think that’s certainly an element of something we addressed here in the last week or 10 days. We started out the right way in trying to protect him 
and keep him upright. I think any time the volume of passes goes up, the volume of hits on the quarterback tends to do the same thing. So, I think that would 
be the starting point is to try to keep the volume down. To do what we need to do better in passing situations or if we have to pass the ball more, we have to 
fix some of those things too. I think it’s a two-sided issue — run it better, throw it less (and) he doesn’t have to take as many hits and then fix some of the 
things in protection and or the routes that we can to help him get rid of the football without taking a bunch of shots.” 
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On signing RB Lance Ball to the active roster 
“This time of year and probably the next eight weeks going forward, it seems that is part of the equation. There was some interest in Lance and we have 
spent a lot of time with Lance. We like the way he has progressed in our system, and you have to make a choice sometimes. You have invested a lot of time 
and effort into him (and) he has invested a lot of time and effort into our system. He is on the practice squad to develop and hopefully have a future with us, 
so based on the interest that there was in Lance we went ahead and made that choice. We still have an interest in (TE) Dan Coats too. It was unfortunate 
that it had to happen that quickly, but I think sometimes those things are out of your control.” 
 
On personnel decisions 
“I think you always make decisions trying to do the right thing. Do you always do it? No. It is the same thing with play calling to me. I always try to call the 
best play; I always hopefully have the best scheme available to our players in whatever phase we are doing — sometimes it is the right scheme and it looks 
perfect and works exactly the way you want it to and sometimes it doesn’t. I think personnel in some regards is similar to that. You look and you do all your 
work and all your research, you study and do everything you can to try to put the right pieces on your team and you always hope that you are right. 
Sometimes that may not be the case, sometimes it is, (and) sometimes those decisions take time to foster and make sure that those guys develop into the 
players you thought they could be.” 
 
On injuries this season 
“We talked briefly yesterday — some of the players are now as healthy as they have been. It doesn’t matter in terms of whether we had certain people early 
in the season. We still were in games, we had an opportunity to win those games, and we have strong belief in all of our players. I think that will help in its 
own right. I think we are going to make a switch on the offensive line that hopefully will be more permanent for us this week and going forward. I know we 
have tinkered with that a little bit and that’s also been because some guys have been banged up a little bit. Hopefully, we can keep the same group healthy. 
The front on defense has changed from an odd space defense to a 4-3 largely due to some injuries. Sometimes I think you try to compliment scheme and 
your situation with personnel with what you can do to give you the best chance to win with your scheme. Sometimes that doesn’t always work perfectly, and 
we are going to hopefully get back to the 3-4 defense — the one that we practiced all training camp long, the one that we have the most experience in, and 
the one I think our players feel the most comfortable running. Then hopefully (we will) be able to stick with the same group on offense as many games in a 
row, as many days of practice as we can, and give us the best opportunity to continue to improve because that’s really what our focus is going to be on.” 
 
On the health of LB Robert Ayers 
“He is doing everything that he can to get out here as quickly as possible. I’m not going to give a timetable yet on when he is going to be able to go. I hope it 
is sooner rather than later like most injuries, but I know Robert will be out there as a soon as he can and he has worked hit butt off so far to try to get himself 
ready to go. Like I said a couple of weeks ago, he will play, it is just a matter of when the right time is and when can get him back out there. It just won’t be 
this week.” 
 
On the changes on the offensive line 
“(Ryan) Harris will be the right tackle and Zane Beadles will be the left guard.” 


