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49ers – 24 
Broncos – 16 
 
 
An Interview With: 
 

DENVER BRONCOS 
COACH JOSH MCDANIELS 

 
 

COACH MCDANIELS:  Start by giving 
credit to the 49ers.  It was a close game.  Coach 
Singletary had his group ready to go and they 
made a couple more plays than we did there in the 
fourth quarter.  
 Again, they deserve a lot of the credit for 
that.  It was a tight game.  We knew it would be.  
We thought it would be.  We didn't make enough 
plays to win. 
 
 Q.  Do you think you could have made a 
couple more plays? 
 COACH MCDANIELS:  I don't know.  I will 
have to see that.  I thought there was at least 
some discussions to be had about a couple of 
those things, but I don't make them, I just play by 
them. 
 
 Q. In your interpretation of the rule, 
though -- 
 COACH MCDANIELS:  I'm not sure I 
should say much here.  I didn't think it was when I 
saw it.  That's all I can say to you.  I'm not sure.  I 
thought it was in my interpretation of the rule.  
 But, again, I'm not an expert on that.  I 
wasn't on the field at the time.  I'm not sure what 
they saw.  And they called what they called, and 
we have to play by it. 
 
 Q.  Seemed like you were ready to do a 
run.  
 COACH MCDANIELS:  We had a guy 
there; I think we ended up falling, a guy ended up 
on the ground on the edge of the play.  That was 
really what happened on the containment of that 
play. 

 
 Q.  (Question off microphone)? 
 COACH MCDANIELS:  I think it was a 
critical portion of the game.  To take a 14-point 
lead there in the second half, I think that would 
have been a big thing in a game that was as tight 
as this one was for as long as it was.  
 We felt like we had a good play.  The 
design of the play was the right kind of play to call 
at that end of the field.  We thought we got the 
response we got from their secondary.  
 But, unfortunately, it didn't work out the 
way we hoped it would. 
 
 Q.  (Question off microphone)? 
 COACH MCDANIELS:  There's not one 
thing that we can point to and say if we would just 
do that one thing better, that would really answer 
all our ills in the first quarter.  I think our team was 
ready to go.  
 I think we made maybe a few too many 
mistakes early in the ballgame before we settled in 
the game.  And really we've got to focus on just 
execution and doing our job and be -- and that's 
really the answer to a lot of things.  If we do our job 
and play good football, we'll score early in the 
game. 
 If we don't, then we'll have trouble.  And 
we've continued to find that as this season has 
progressed. 
 
 Q.  Is that frustrating from that 
standpoint (indiscernible)? 
 COACH MCDANIELS:  Well, we thought it 
would be that kind of a game early in the game.  
Try to let him settle in.  A guy playing his first game 
there.  We thought it might be more Gore early 
than it normally is, which is hard, but we thought 
that might be the case.  
 And it was a tight ballgame all the way 
through the first half, into the second half. 
 Had we been able to get off to a better 
start I think that would have put more pressure on 
them.  It would have helped us -- I think why in my 
opinion it would have been a big swing had we 
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gone up two touchdowns, too, because it would 
have changed a little bit what they were able to do 
offensively.  I think they ran it 30 some times.  
 I think when you're behind a couple scores 
it may have to change what you do offensively. 
 
 Q. How was your experience in 
London? 
 COACH MCDANIELS:  I think it was 
awesome.  Everything about this experience was 
first-class.  We were treated excellent by 
everybody that came in contact with us.  The 
people that hosted us at our hotel, everybody that 
we touched or touched us, we're going to have 
fond memories of that. 
 I wish the game would have turned out 
differently.  But the atmosphere, the crowd, the 
stadium, the entire trip, our visit here was 
first-class and well done. 
 
 Q.  On the game being a 49ers home 
game --  
 COACH MCDANIELS:  No, I think that 
was, it was a home game for them on the 
schedule.  It was kind of created with the flag -- no, 
but it was created with the flags and all of that stuff.  
So I think that I hope that the people got what they 
wanted out of it.  It was kind of a neat atmosphere.  
We didn't mind that it was pro-San Francisco in 
that regard.  It was just another game for us. 
 
 Q.  (Question off microphone)? 
 COACH MCDANIELS:  I think if we try to 
pinpoint and say we've got to run this play, that 
isn't going to work.  I think we've got to 
acknowledge that we've got this -- there's a lot of 
things.  We've already done that.  We're not going 
to wait until the bye week to get something done in 
that regard, if it's affecting our team that much. 
 It's a lot of little things, whether it's a 
five-yard penalty here, a false start, a missed 
block.  Whatever it may be that's kind of stalling us 
on some drives.  And we've got to be able to find a 
better solution; maybe schematically we can do 
some different things.  
 But I think execution is a big thing and if 
we execute things well, as we did off and on at 
times during the course of today's game, we can 
move the ball.  And we've got to do that earlier in 
the game. 
 
 Q.  Question about transition and flying 
over here, next year? 

 COACH MCDANIELS:  I wouldn't change 
one thing we did.  I'd say do the exact same thing 
we did.  I think the players did fine.  We were 
acclimated to the time change and I'm glad we did 
what we did in terms of putting the work in back 
home and coming over and we still got to enjoy 
some of the things over here. 
 
 Q.  (Question off microphone)? 
 COACH MCDANIELS:  We need to -- first 
of all, we need to stay together and we need to 
understand that there's a lot of football left to be 
played.  We've still got the chunk of our division 
still to play in.  Five of the six games are coming up 
after the bye.  
 There's some things we need to address 
and fix.  It might be a longer list than we would 
have liked at this point, but I think that looking at 
yourself, looking at our team, seeing what we can 
improve the quickest, because, again, we're 
halfway through the season. 
 So this isn't something we can sit here and 
talk about, maybe developing things over the 
course of months and months because we've only 
got eight weeks left.  So we've got to try to do that 
in a hurry and try to fix something where there's 
not going to be a laundry list of things we can pick 
and choose and try to address during a couple 
days of practice, but we're going to try to find the 
ones that may make the biggest difference. 
 
 Q.  (Question regarding penalties)?  
 COACH MCDANIELS: They stink.  It's 
unfortunate.  They kind of kicked us out of -- we 
were trying to run the ball early in the game.  
Really trying to keep sticking them in there and 
establish the running game a little bit. 
 And then when you get first and 15s and 
first and 20s, it becomes tougher to continue to 
stay with that type of a game plan.  And I think 
that's how it affects our team and me as a play 
caller more than anything, is when you're in those 
situations, you feel obligated to try to make an 
effort to get it back to second and 10.  And 
sometimes that's not always easy to do.  
 I know that kind of disrupts the rhythm.  
You haven't even got started and all of a sudden 
you're backing up.  And we've got to continue to 
preach on that, and we can't continue to hurt 
ourselves that way. 
 
 Q.  (On Orton)? 
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 COACH MCDANIELS:  He's a tough guy.  
That's all I can say about him, I know it hurt.  I 
know he's hurting now.  I know he's sore.  And 
that's the kind of competitor he was.  
 I thought he showed great grit and 
toughness for us today as a leader and a captain 
of staying in the game even though I know every 
time he threw it after that, there was a lot of 
soreness.  
 So take my hat off to him, and he's got to 
continue to give us that leadership and toughness 
from that position. 
 
 Q.  (Question off microphone)? 
 COACH MCDANIELS:  There's a lot of 
things I can look at.  And I'm not going to sit here 
and list 100 things yet either.  I'm going to take a 
look at what we're doing as a staff, what I'm doing, 
anything that I can do better, I'll certainly make the 
effort to do that.  
 Nobody's happy in that locker room.  
Nobody's happy at all, including myself and our 
staff and our players.  And it's not good enough for 
us, and it's something that we're all going to do 
everything we can within our power to make it 
better. 
 THE MODERATOR:  Thank you, Coach.  
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DENVER BRONCOS 
MARIO HAGGAN 

 
 

Q. Does it feel like a home game? 
 MARIO HAGGAN:  You're walking through 
the stadium, you see everything.  The 49ers --  
they did a great job making it a home game for 
them. 
 
 Q.  (Inaudible)? 
 MARIO HAGGAN:  At the end of the day 
you've got to play through that eight times a year, 
and this is one of them.  So it was tough out there.  
They had a lot of people going for them.  
 All in all you've got to give it to the 49ers.  
There were 11 of them.  The crowd was just the 
12th man. 
 
 Q.  (Inaudible)? 
 MARIO HAGGAN:  I didn't think that he 
broke a lot of runs.  I just think he had some runs. 
He hid well behind his linemen.  He was patient.  
As time went on those two, three, four, five yards 
started to add up and started to put them in decent 
positions on third down. 
 
 Q.  (Inaudible)? 
 MARIO HAGGAN:  Once again we’ve got 
to hold our end of the bargain.  It doesn't matter 
what they do.  In our room we preach we have to 
win the game.  We feel like we have to win the 
game, they don't score any points.  
 We don't look at it that way.  We look at 
every opportunity we get, go out there, stop the 
opposing offense.  It doesn't happen sometimes 
but that's the way we look at it. 
 
 Q.  (Inaudible)? 

 MARIO HAGGAN:  Absolutely, we can't 
beat ourselves and there's no one to blame but 
ourselves.  We committed the penalties, and they 
called them and we have to live with them.  We as 
a team have to stop penalizing or hurting ourselves 
in big situations like that.  Two touchdowns, two 
touchdowns called back, eight point loss -- it adds 
up. 
 
 Q.  Four in a row -- how do you get 
yourselves back up?  
 MARIO HAGGAN:  Just understanding we 
have another football game in two weeks against 
the Kansas City Chiefs.  We have a rival coming 
into our stadium.  We have an opportunity to heal 
up.  We've got some guys missing, some guys 
coming back for the first time that we don't feel are 
100 percent.  
 That's not an excuse, but we take the 
opportunity to heal up and understand that we still 
have an opportunity to win our division.  And right 
now we're the only people that believe inside our 
locker room and that's the way we’ve got to handle 
it.  
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Q. You had the best game of your 
career.  Talk about your feelings, thoughts?  
 BRANDON LLOYD:  My thoughts, they 
don't change week in, week out.  I just want my 
performance to be my motivation.  I wanted the 
end result to be a winning effort, naturally. 
 And it's disappointing, because I know 
guys are playing hard and the ball's just not 
bouncing our way when it comes down to it late in 
the game; we're not executing as a team efficiently 
early on in the game, and so we put ourselves into 
some pretty crappy situations. 
 
 Q.  Two penalties, two touchdowns 
called against you.  Do you feel that this is your 
season or shouldn't have put yourself in that 
position? 
 BRANDON LLOYD:  You know, you can't 
blame the officials, because we put ourselves in 
those positions, like you said.  It's really tough to 
point the finger when we have so many 
opportunities to do well. 
 And that's what makes it hurt so bad.  
We're doing that.  We're creating those penalties.  
They're not coming out of nowhere.  We're putting 
the referees in a situation where they have to throw 
the flag, and they do. 
 
 Q.  (Question off microphone)? 
 BRANDON LLOYD:  I don't think we look 
at it so negatively, because we're actually trying to 
score.  So when it doesn't happen, we're not sitting 
there the whole second quarter saying, oh, damn, 
we didn't score the first quarter.  We're actually 
trying to put points on the board and it's just not 
working.  

 And it's not scheme.  It's not the plays that 
are being called, it's the players, putting ourselves 
in first and 15s and second and 10s and second 
and 20s, second and 15s.  It's our issue and has 
nothing to do with the scheme. 
 
 Q.  How will you regroup during the 
bye? 
 BRANDON LLOYD:  Do as much relaxing 
as possible.  Golf.  
 
 Q.  (Question off microphone)? 
 BRANDON LLOYD:  Definitely golfing and 
just chilling out.  I think that's the best thing, 
because as the season goes on, the only thing that 
you really need is rest and time off.  
 And it's really good when the bye week 
comes in the middle of the season as opposed to 
the first couple of weeks, because you really are 
getting able to push the reset button halfway 
through the season. 
 
 Q.  How about the atmosphere here?  
Did you feel a different vibe?  Can you talk 
about the atmosphere? 
 BRANDON LLOYD:  No, I thought it was 
an honor to play in Wembley Stadium.  I think it 
was really cool.  I loved the fact that the support 
was strong and seems like the fans are very 
knowledgeable on what was going on out there on 
the football field.  I was surprised.  It was definitely 
an exciting atmosphere.  As far as the players, it 
was a business trip. 
 I didn't think that the travel affected us at 
all and it felt like a normal game.  
 
 Q.  (Question off microphone)? 
 BRANDON LLOYD:  It's just the timing of 
them, and it's a roll of the dice.  Sometimes they 
don't do the double team and we have a run play, 
or the play's not designed to come to me, and Kyle 
does a really good job of being able to recognize 
the coverages and knowing when there's 
opportunity to get me the ball, and he does a great 
job of doing that.  
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 So the only thing I can do is run the route.  
Most of the time I don't know what the heck's going 
on behind me, if they're bringing a linebacker 
underneath the route or all I can see is the safety 
and the corner, and that's pretty much out of my 
control.  So I run the routes as hard as I possibly 
can and Kyle delivers the ball. 
 THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.  
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