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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
On whether CB Perrish Cox, DL Kevin Vickerson and WR Eddie Royal will travel to London 
“It depends how close (they are to being able to play). We’re going to go through today and make sure we make a good decision on whether or not it’s worth 
their time (to travel to London) or if it would be better served form them to just stay here and rehab. None of them are in the other category — the (LB 
Robert) Ayers, (S Darcel) McBath, (LB Wesley) Woodyard category (being ruled out of the game). So, if we think it could help us win and they have a 
legitimate chance to (play), then I think we’ll go ahead and take them.” 
 
On whether the team has had to look at film of 49ers QB Troy Smith from college 
“No, we looked at a lot of Baltimore tape of Troy this morning. He’s done a lot of good things in his opportunities. He hasn’t played a lot in the regular 
season, but he’s a guy that can stand in and throw the ball in the pocket. The thing people want to talk about is, ‘He can make plays last with his legs.’ Yes, 
he can but he can also do a lot of good things from the pocket with his arm. He ran an offense in Baltimore that was, I would say, not a simple one to deal 
with and handle and he did a nice job with that. I’m sure he’s looking forward to the opportunity to get in there and go and we studied him today and talked 
about the strengths and weaknesses that he’s going to bring to the game. We’re going to have to defend him a little differently than some other people that 
we play.”  
 
On whether he’s concerned with S Brian Dawkins’ knee on the long flight 
“We’ll do everything we can — there are probably a lot of things that may swell up on the plane. We’ll try to do everything we can to keep our team as 
healthy as we possibly can and try to prevent as much of that as possible on the long flight. I know our medical staff is really on top of that. We had a lengthy 
meeting yesterday about hydration and all the things that are necessary for us to try to prevent dehydration, swelling and all of those kinds of things on the 
flight. I feel like we’re in good hands, in terms of the people that know about that kind of stuff and have educated our team about how to handle it. We’ll do 
everything we can to make sure that’s the case.” 
 
On comments by players that execution, not preparation was at fault for the loss against Oakland 
“I appreciate that, but we’re all in this together and it starts with me. I have to do a better job of making sure our preparation carries to the field. Again, I have 
a great deal of respect for the way our team prepares every week. I think we work well together, but ultimately we get judged on the results we get on the 
field and we didn’t get nearly good enough results. We have to do better and I have to do better. I appreciate any comment that a player makes, but we have 
to be judged on wins and losses and we need to win more.” 
 
On what he can do as a coach 
“We have to be able to take the preparation and actually make it count on the field on game day. This team, our staff — they put in a lot of time, they put in a 
lot of film study and they put in a lot of hours — so does every other team in the league. We have to make that time more productive on Sunday for three 
hours ... That’s really when we need to do our talking — with our playing and with our coaching on game day and I think our team feels the same way.” 
 
On the Broncos’ run defense against 49ers RB Frank Gore 
“The run defense is a lot of things that work well together. Because, in the front — whether you drop a safety down or you don’t drop the safety down — if 
you don’t account for a specific gap, the runners in this league usually find that gap and Frank Gore may be the best (running back) we’ve played in that 
regard. We talked about how he finds all the mistakes yesterday — because he does. It’s not just a single thing that you have to do right — it’s really that 
everybody has to take care of their responsibility in the front so that you don’t give him any opportunities to find a bunch of easy yards. They’re going to hand 
it to him a lot — we know that — and we have to do a great job of discouraging them from continuing to do the same thing over and over again so we don’t 
give them great opportunities to make big gains or easy chunks of yardage. Run defense is everybody doing their job and doing it well and trying to do it that 
way for four quarters. If you can, you can usually limit the production of some good backs. I don’t think you’re ever going to stop them, but you can try to limit 
it as best you can.” 
 
On losing containment on run defense 
“That makes the problem worse. I think that the inclination is, when something is not going well, you have to fight that urge to decide that, ‘I am going to go 
make a play on this play,’ because when we have five, six, seven, three, or two guys that are deciding to go try and do that and go out of their responsibility 
to make a negative play or tackle the (running back) in the backfield, that can break down the overall discipline of the run defense. I think that’s something 
our team understands, and we have to do a better job of fighting through those urges when that happens during the course of a game.” 
 
On the Broncos’ run game 
“It is something that we have to be able to do more, and I think that goes back to the beginning of the game. If we can start better and be more productive at 
the beginning of the game (and) find a way to get out in front a little bit more than what we have been in most games this year, you stay with the running 
game and you hand it off a lot and you wear the other team down and you hold possession of the football a lot better, and that always makes your running 
game more productive. So, I think the fact that we have the same guys out there — I think we are probably as healthy upfront and in the backfield as we 
have been all year. I think that’s something we have to continue to try and build on.” 
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On the offensive line personnel 
“We have been pretty consistent here the last two or three weeks. Unfortunately, we have had to play a lot of people from the beginning of the preseason 
and on for a number of different reasons. So, we have had an opportunity to evaluate a lot of players up there, and hopefully we have settled on a group that 
we feel comfortable with and confident in and let them try to build on their play together because communication and consistency and continuity upfront is 
always an important factor in pass protection and run blocking. The opportunities that we have had to evaluate those players have gone into all those 
decisions and hopefully we have settled on the best five.” 
 
On the amount of playing time RB Knowshon Moreno received on Sunday against the Raiders 
“He is going to play a little bit more in passing situations regardless. I think the way the game went, it was an opportunity for him to really get in there, stay in 
there and try to get some type of rhythm personally as the game wore on. The situation wasn’t ideal, but I think for him to be able to play the amount of plays 
he did in all the different various situations — he made an impact in the passing game with some of the opportunities that he had — that’s something that we 
felt strongly about since the spring. We just haven’t been able to get him out there and stay with that. We are going to build on that. He’s not a two-down 
player, there’s no question about it. I think the more he plays, the better he is going to be and that’s what we are hopeful for. Again, building on last week 
and going to London.” 
 
On the Broncos’ running backs 
“I think if Knowshon is able to go in there and be productive in any situation then we’re going to try to let him do that. We feel like he’s a guy that makes plays 
when he has the ball in his hands enough and (RB Correll Buckhalter) and (RB) Laurence (Maroney) can do things too and they’ll be there to rest 
(Knowshon) and give him an opportunity to catch his breath and substitute in some different packages but Knowshon is going to play a bunch.” 
 
On the 49ers’ offense running the ball a lot out of passing formations 
“I think that they’re not a big, spread out, three-open, four-open-type team as it is. So, when you see that, you’re inclined to play pass or pass defense and I 
think they see it as an opportunity to run on different fronts. They see a lot of loaded boxes, there’s no doubt about it. One, to get somebody down there on 
(TE) Vernon Davis and two, to get an extra body down there to stop (RB) Frank Gore in the running game when they have just two receivers on the field. 
When you put three receivers out there and spread the formation, now they start to see some different fronts — not as many people down there on the line 
of scrimmage and Gore — he’s a good one-back runner, I think. He’s a good runner no matter what it is, but he’s made some of his bigger plays this season 
out of three-receiver personnel groupings and they’ve been primarily against nickel and dime defenses where you have smaller players in there. He finds a 
lot of easy yards that way and they do a great job of getting him the ball.” 
 
On whether fan criticism bothers him  
“It bothers me because I understand the frustration and the passion of the people in this state, in this city and in this organization. I think that we mirror that 
here. The players do, the staff does, I do — I know that (Owner) Pat (Bowlen), (Chief Operating Officer) Joe (Ellis) and everybody does. The best way for us 
to try to help remedy that is to work and to win. That’s what we’re focused on and we can’t control the past, but I understand it and I appreciate it. Because, if 
they didn’t care, we wouldn’t have the kind of advantage that we should have at home, we wouldn’t have the kind of support that we do here and this 
wouldn’t be as great a place as it is to have this opportunity. So, we’re going to work as hard as we can to do everything within our power to make sure that 
we win and continue to win and improve and we’re focused on trying to do that the last nine games of the year.”  


