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DEFNSIVE LINEMAN JUSTIN BANNAN 
 
On preparing to play the Raiders after a stretch against teams with winning records 
“Last time I checked, we have the same record so this isn’t some team we’re supposed to take care of. It’s going to be a big challenge and we know what the 
mood is in the room and a lot of the young guys should notice that. This is a huge game and it’s one that we need to have.”  
 
On playing a divisional game 
“(It’s a) divisional game, it’s times two the way I see it. To me, it’s the biggest game of the year.” 
 
On playing in a 4-3 defensive scheme 
“We’ve just got to do whatever is going to work for us, depending on who is injured or what’s going to have success against the offense. We can run that (4-
3) look, or run that (3-4) look that we usually run. It just depends on how it shapes up as far as the game plan goes.” 
 

TIGHT END DANIEL GRAHAM 
 
On playing a divisional game 
“It is the first divisional game and we know what’s at stake here. We have to win our divisional games. It’s going to be a tough one here against Oakland. 
They always play us tough and we just have to come out here and be prepared and be ready to go on Sunday.” 
 
On Oakland’s success at INVESCO Field at Mile High 
“It’s been very frustrating, them coming in here and beating us on our home turf. Everybody knows about the Broncos-Raiders game and we’ll be prepared 
this Sunday.” 
 
On how he explains the Broncos-Raiders game to newer members of the team 
“It’s almost the same as for their college rival. We have a big rivalry game here for the Broncos and regardless of what the records are, you still have to 
come play your best game. You know the Raiders will be and we will too.” 
 

LINEBACKER JASON HUNTER 
 
On moving on from last week’s game against the Jets 
“Those experiences, you learn from them. You have to build upon those things and this week we’re going to come out with the same focus. Guys will come 
hungry, ready to practice, ready to go to work and go out to INVESCO Field (at Mile High) and play hard.” 
 
On the importance of a divisional game 
“We look at every game as being important but one of our goals is to make the (playoffs) this year. So, in order to make the (playoffs), you have to start piling 
those wins up. Like I said, this is a divisional game so it means a lot to us — not saying the other ones don’t, but this one means a lot to us. Especially, 
playing a team like Oakland with the history between Denver and Oakland, guys are definitely zoned in this week and we’re ready to go.” 
 
On the comments made by Jets Head Coach Rex Ryan that Denver could be a playoff team 
“That’s just a compliment to the guys that we have here, the coaching staff, the organization — that he sees our effort and our hard work so we’ve just got to 
turn that effort and hard work into wins for us.” 
 

CORNERBACK NATE JONES 
 
On playing a divisional rival 
“It’s good to learn about the new division and new rivals. We’re one of the last teams in the league to play a divisional opponent, so it’s a new focus here and 
(if) you win your division, that’s one way to get yourself a good chance to get into the (playoffs). Big game this week, just like last week. (Oakland is an) AFC 
West opponent, we’ve got to have this one.” 
 
On whether it’s possible to overlook the Oakland Raiders 
“You never want to do that. You want to go out and look at the game every week and take the opponent on every week but just because you’re not going 
against (Colts QB) Peyton Manning every week, doesn’t mean it’s a relief. No, any given Sunday, any team can beat another team and we have to prepare 
this week like we prepared two weeks ago, three weeks ago or four weeks ago.” 
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WIDE RECEIVER BRANDON LLOYD 
 
On the league’s reaction to helmet-to-helmet hits 
“I think it’s fair. It’s a natural evolution of the game. Things are going to happen; guys are going to tackle differently. It’s just the evolution of the game and it’s 
the league’s responsibility to protect its players and I think they’re doing a great job of it.” 
 
On the Oakland Raiders 
“I think it’s pretty safe to say that they are consistent. They’re big, they’re fast, they’re physical — all those things show up every game. As far as athletic 
ability, they have the best athletes in the league. Per player, they’re the best so you just have to stop that momentum, stop them from getting on the roll and 
doing the things that they want to do out there and execute better, protect the football and that’s how we’re preparing this week.” 
 
On playing a divisional rival 
“It’s good to get in it and I think that’s the other motivational point — because, you could say, ‘Oh, they’re inconsistent.’ But, at the same time, they’re still in 
the hunt too — just the way our division is panning out. It’s good to finally get a divisional game and raise our sense of urgency and try to get back on track.” 
 

CORNERBACK SYD’QUAN THOMPSON 
 
On what he’s heard regarding the history of the Broncos-Raiders rivalry 
“Yeah, I heard it’s pretty big. I don’t want to get into all that, I just want to be able to go out and do what’s asked of me and help this team win.”  
 
On playing a divisional rival 
“It’s important — especially with this being our best game. With the Raiders being our next opponent, this is our most important game of the season so we’re 
able to come out and practice hard this week and I’m looking forward to executing the game plan on Sunday.” 
 
On his performance last week against the Jets 
“I’m just trying to learn, trying to get better every day and obviously it wasn’t enough for us to win. I’m still learning. Like you said, I’m young, learning from 
the vets and just trying to improve to get better to help this veteran team.” 
 

DEFENSIVE LINEMAN KEVIN VICKERSON 
 
On the Raiders’ quarterbacks 
“(QB Bruce) Gradkowski is a good passer, (QB) Jason Campbell, he’s been good over the years and (QB) Kyle Boller, he’s a runner — we know he can run 
and he (throws a good ball). We just have to keep the guy contained and just practice with who we can get in there. We just have to practice what we do and 
see what happens because we don’t know who to expect. 
 
On moving on from last week’s game against the Jets 
“You have to have a short memory, put that all behind you and every week is a new week. We just have to keep coming back and getting better at the things 
that we did do against the Jets and just keep improving on the things that we did wrong. You’re always trying to improve, improve, improve and just get 
better every day, every week.” 


