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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
Opening comments 
“On the injury front, we have a number of players who won’t practice today — that does not mean they won’t play in the game, they just won’t be out there 
today. (S Brian) Dawkins, (LB Robert) Ayers, (CB Andre) Goodman, (S Darcel) McBath, (LB Wesley) Woodyard, (CB) Champ Bailey, (WR) Eddie Royal, (DL 
Kevin) Vickerson and (WR) Brandon Lloyd — you won’t see those guys at practice. We started our preparation for Oakland this morning. This is a team that 
has great size, has great speed, a very physical team, and the best the way to describe them all-in-all would be explosive. They can create big plays in really 
any phase of the game. They have scored on a long field. They have really dominated people in the kicking game. They have created turnovers, and they 
challenge you really in every phase. Coach (Tom) Cable does a great job of getting them ready to play on the road. They are 4-2 in division games on the 
road since 2008. They have won two in a row here at INVESCO Field (at Mile High), and certainly outplayed us, outcoached us, out schemed us, out-
adjusted us last December when they beat us here the last time we played them. Offensively, (they have) a great running game with big, fast backs. Every 
receiver that they throw the ball to has great speed and size, and one of the better football players that we will play all year is their tight end (Zach) Miller, 
who may not be the fastest guy and may not be the biggest guy but he always makes a bunch of critical plays for their offense, particularly in third down, red 
zone and those types of situations. Defensively, it’s probably as big a front seven as we are going to play all year. The smallest guy weighs 255. They are 
very physical. (DT Richard) Seymour is playing at an extremely high level. The young linebacker (Rolando) McClain is playing very well inside (and) never 
comes off the field. They’ve got a bunch of guys that have made negative plays in their running game with their front seven. They play a lot of man-to-man 
coverage. They are fast everywhere in the secondary, which carries right over into their kicking game. No question about it, this is the biggest challenge we 
will face in terms of their special teams. They have the fastest coverage teams in the league, they have probably the two biggest legs in the league in terms 
of their kicker (Sebastian Janikowski) and punter (Shane Lechler) and they have great speed at returner, and they have already helped their team 
tremendously in terms of winning the San Diego game with a couple of blocked kicks there. They have had a bunch of big returns so far this season and it 
will be a big challenge for us. So, we are already well into our preparation and looking forward to having Wednesday to begin our division opponents this 
week.” 
 
On if the quarterback situation in Oakland has hurt the team’s consistency 
“I don’t know about that. They have been ahead in five of the six games they have played this year against no matter who the opponent was. They were in a 
bunch of close games last year — they won some (and) they lost some. I’m sure that they would like, like most organizations and coaches would like, to 
have a stable situation there at quarterback. They have had some injuries they have had to deal with that may certainly impact their consistency, but it’s a 
team that is so dangerous because they can really beat you in any phase in the game. It doesn’t necessarily have to be throwing the ball, they can beat you 
running it, they can beat you on defense, they can beat you in the kicking game, and we are getting ready for — I don’t know which quarterback will actually 
play this week, but we are getting ready for either of the three that they could put out there. So, it’s a team that certainly has our respect because of what 
they have been capable of doing against us here at home and what they did to us last year and what they have shown already this year.” 
 
On preparing for three diverse quarterbacks 
“It won’t change their offense, I don’t think. They are still going to run the football a bunch. They have run it as much or more than most of the teams in the 
league. They have very few negative runs. They are going to throw the ball down the field to those receivers and tight ends — that is their philosophy (and) 
that’s their style. They are very good at doing it, and I don’t’ expect it is going to change dramatically, no matter who the quarterback is. I still think that we 
are going to get challenged in the deep part of the field. We are going to have to play the running game a heck of a lot better than we did last year when we 
played them in the second game, and that’s really the key — we have to stop those things from happening no matter who the quarterback is.” 
 
On if it bothers him to have NFL rule changes in the middle of the year 
“It doesn’t really matter if I mind it or not because whatever they make a rule or tell us to abide by we have to abide by and we have to do it. In this case, I’m 
not sure they changed a rule. They are just going to enforce it a little bit differently. We are just going to coach our guys to try and hit players legally — we 
have done that always and we never want our players to be in the middle of a situation where they are doing something that is against the rules of the 
league. We don’t want our players to be fined (and) they don’t want to be fined. At the same time, we want them to play hard and I think our team has really 
done that for the most part and I think everybody’s team does that. It’s just a few unfortunate situations kind of piled into one weekend, and hopefully the 
entire league will learn from that and try to make sure that we protect one another better as we go forward. But, we are going to just continue to make our 
players aware of what those are so that they can play and understand what the ramifications may be but still play aggressively.”   
 
On if the replay official should review head-to-head hits 
“The one that happened in our game on Sunday wasn’t an illegal hit, and I think if they are going to do something differently during the course of a game to 
enforce those types of hits I think that it just makes sense for them to have a chance to double check that they were right about it or wrong about it — one 
way or the other — because (Jets S Jim) Leonhard hit (WR) Brandon (Lloyd) clean and it was right there on the sideline. He knew he didn’t hit him with his 
head, and he was saying that to the official and he even said, ‘Coach, I didn’t hit him in the head,’ and he was right. But, that’s just such a bang-bang play a 
lot of the times where you are not quite sure. Did he hit the shoulder? Did his shoulder hit him first, or did he really launch and hit him in the head? So, I just 
think if there was a way that the replay official could help determine whether the thing was actually a foul or not — that would just help clean the game up in 
that regard. I know it might slow it down a little bit, but when we are talking about things that happen so fast and you are asking the official to be so critical 
and analytical on what happened, I think that just makes sense.” 
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On how the Broncos’ defense was able to handle Jets TE Dustin Keller and how that compares with what they will do against Oakland 
“(Oakland) uses them differently than the tight ends we have played in the last few weeks. Keller — I thought we were very mindful of him on third down and 
in the red zone. We gave up one seam ball there towards the end of the third quarter, but I think being aware of the player in general and where he is at — 
because they don’t line him up in the same spot, they motion him quite a little bit — and just understanding that when the situation is very critical during the 
course of the game. We need to make sure we are on top of where he is at and we cover him with the proper leverage and the proper technique. In some 
cases, we may double cover him because he is that important to their success, and there are some other tight ends that have been very similar. 
(Indianapolis TE) Dallas Clark, Keller, (Baltimore TE Todd) Heap — we have played a lot of good ones and we have to be very mindful of those guys all the 
time because they are very important to the passing game in Oakland.” 
 
On how he compares this team after six games to the 2009 team that started 6-0 
“We had four more wins last year than we do this year. Other than that, we really haven’t thought that much about where we were in terms of our 
improvement or our status. It has been more focused on this year’s team, and what we do know is that we have made some progress in some areas and 
then there are some areas that we still need to clean up and do better. I think a big part of what we discussed in the offseason was focusing on where we 
were at each week this year, not worrying about we couldn’t control in the past, certainly not looking too far ahead in the future and trying to maintain some 
balance between being too high and too low. I think our team has responded the right way. We need to go out and play and coach the right way and try to 
get that to be productive on the field and on Sundays because it’s great not getting too low, but it doesn’t really mean you are going to win the next week. 
So, we have to try to turn our mindset and our attitude and our poise and composure into results, and that’s really what we are trying to focus on right now.” 
 
On the excitement that RB Knowshon Moreno shows before a game 
“Each guy has their own way of getting ready for the game. You want to try to start the game clean in terms of mental errors or mistakes and things like that. 
I’m sure he doesn’t want to make those mistakes any more than anybody else does, so he gets ready in a little different fashion. There are other players that 
get ready and display and use their emotion that same way, and he’s done that and he has played very well at the beginning of games, too. I think we are 
focused on trying to have all our players ready to go and play better early in the game. We haven’t started well offensively this year in terms of point 
production. It’s something we need to address as a team, not just as an individual.” 
 
On playing a 4-3 defense 
“The four down linemen (scheme) was something we felt had a chance to be productive for us last week. We like a lot of what we got out of that defense and 
that personnel grouping and the looks we tried to give the Jets. It’s something we will consider as we go forward. We still are without (LB) Robert Ayers, so 
we are going to have to line up in some semblance of 3-4 or 4-3 no matter what the health is of our team. I think as it stands right now, we are probably 
going to be able to have either package ready to go, and I think that’s probably something that we consider each week as we go forward.” 
 
 


